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I N T R O b U C T 1 K 



It is an acknowledged fa6l that the mod imporratjt 
pbjefts which can poffibly iFall under political dif- 
cuffion are thofe which concern the rights and liberties 
pf the people* The confideration of them is to deep? 
Jy interefting to fociety, as to infihuate itfelf into the 
niinuteft pore of the body politic, where, tho' it may 
effeft a temporary quicknefs of pulfation, never fails 
to reft ore new health and vigour id the confti- 
tution. The queftion pf catholic emancipation, 
which is the fubjeft of the following report, is allow- 
icd on all hands to be the moft impbrtant meafure, 
which has engaged the attention of this country, 
^or the laft century, and the debates in parliatnent 
pccaiioned i>y its difcuffion are juftly faid to hold 
p fpqual pre-eminence ; for whether we confidet the 
■^ piagnitude of the objeft, the uncommon difplay of 
^ abilities which it brought forward, or the length of 
tij^p ^ipployed in this memorable deliberation, we 
^ud: Pf pnpunce k one of the moft remarkable and in- 
terefting debates which the Irifll parliament has fur- 
fiifhed an jnftanee of* The reader will here find 
ibrhe of the beft argumentative and oratorical prc- 
S cedents in a ftile entirely new, and in the order and 
Jt manner in which they were delivered. It is hoped he 
•T - alfp will perceive that neither expenfe or trouble have 
'!! been fpared by the editor to render this book a com- 
V7 plete recor4 of the parliamentary proceedings on this 
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IV INTRODUCTION. 

great occafion. During the laft feffion the catholics 
of Ireland applied to the legiflature for a redrefs of 
their grievances, whichprovedineffeftual ; their right- 
ful claims were tefifted, but the juftice of them re- 
mained in full force, and feemed rather to acquire 
new rigour. 

It was faid that the applications for relief did not 
come from the great body of the Catholics, butf from 
^ few inconfiderable perfons ; a juft caufe never fails 
to fuggeft the means of attaining its true level, 
the gentlemen who conducted the Catholic bufi- 
riefs, fet about removing the objeftion; and as the firft 
ftep towards it, agreed upon the following plan, as 
the moft likely means of obtaining the general fenfe, 
?Lnd which we now annex, as^it will be found fre- 
quently alluded to in the following fiieets. 
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Circular letter addrejfed. to the Catholic gentlemen of the 
kingdom of Ireland, with a plan for electing dele- 
gates. 



cc 



SIR, 



«^ This letter with the plan which accompanies 
it, is tranfmitted to you, by order of the Subcom- 
mittee. You will perceive that the objeft of thj» 
plan is to procure a fuller attendance of cojuntry 
gentlemen, to affift, by their advice and influence, 

* the meafures adopted by the Committee to procure 
for the Catholics the EleHive Franchife, and an 
equal participation of the benefits of the Trial by 
Jury. You will pleafe to lofe no time in fubmitting 
this to the refpeftable Catholics of your county.— 
You will pleafe alfo to inform them, that feveraj re- 
fpeftable independent country gentlemen, lately in 
Dublin, had frequent confultacions/for the laud- 
able purpofe of re-uniling to the Committee Lord 

' Fingai, and the other gentlemen who had with- 
drawn themfelves from it. Thefe country gentlemen 
had the fatisfaftion to find, that the general com- 
mittee on one fide, and the gentlemen who had en* 
tered into feparate addrefles on the o^her, mutually 
regretted their divifion ; which they faw was ufed by 

the 
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' the opponents of the Catholics, j^s a pretq^ct for with-t 
holding from our people the Eledive Franchife, and 
anequal participation of the benefits of the Tris^l by 
Jury. It is on all fides agreed, that if the Catholic^ 
are all united in this juft and reafonable requeft, 
cffential to the very cxift^nee of our people, there 
will be a certainty of fucc^fs: it depends then on 
ourfelyes whether we (hall be — Freemen or Slaves I 
We fay, effential to the yery exifte^ee of our peo- 
ple : for, as the rage foi^ eledioneering intf reft in- 
creafes, our wealthy farifters muft either pay beyond 
the value for lands, or refign them to Proteftant 
freeholders when out of leafe ; our poorer yeomanry | 

will of courfe be expelled, and driven into beggary. ' 
Let us all then, fpeak with one voice, and fuppli- 
€ate the legiflaturq for vuftice-riamdi we (hall ipfC^ivQ 

^* Thefe independent country gehtteraett have f fe-i 
- taved from Lord Fingal, and the gehtlemeii >^ha 
ftiav6 afted with him, the moft pofifive dfecUlri- 
tions, that they will nev^^ again enter ihtb aiiy a£i; 
to oppofe the General Coinmittee in their endeavours 
to obtain the emancipation of the Catholics ; and it 
is determined that all former dafierences in opinio^ 
fliall be buried in oblivion on both fid^^. 

** The committee had decided to fend fome of 
their body, to propofe to the counties to appkMnt 
Delegates to the Committee, of whofe attendance 
there would -be a certainty ; and our Chairman had 
' adually left Dublin, with intention to go thrpugh 
a great part of Ireland for this purpofe ; the inde- 
pendent country gentlemen,, as before mentioned^ 

took 
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through a great part of Ireland for this purpofc ; 
the independent country gentlemen, as before 
mentioned, took up the fame idea thcmfclves, 
(before they knew the Cominittee had determined 
upon it) and they, and lord Fingal- and his frieuds, 
all agreed in preffing fuch a meafure on the Com- 
mittee, as an additional caufe of rc-unidng them 
to the body. 

" Lord Fingal, his friends, and the country 
gentlemen before meniioaed, feemed at farit in- 
clined that the prefent Committee ihould be aif- 
folved; an opinion, however, which further 
refledion on the various difficylties refulting from 
fuch a meafure, the doubts entertained • of ihe 
competency in the Committee to diflblve itfelfi 
and the confideration that a diflblution muft ne- 
ceffarily occur early in 1793*3 induced them to 
forego. 

" The plan inclofed, fanftioned by the General 
Committee, by thefe independent gentlemen, and 
by lord Fingal, and his friends, is recommended 
to your zeal to have cariied into immediate exe^ 
cution in your county. , * 

" I am. Sir, 

" Your moft humble fervant, 

" EDWARD BYRNE." 

Delegates were accordingly eleded, and having 
repaired to Dublin> opened their Conventional 
Bcflion at the Taylor's-Hall, on the 3d of De- 
cember, 1792; where after fome days fpeot in 
difcuifing the objefts of their important miflion, 
among other meafurcs adopted, was a petition to 
the throne, ^/vhich the following members were 
appointed to carry to the king ; Mr. Edward 

Byrne, Mr. John Kcogh, Mr. Devereux, 

Mr. Bellew, and Sir Thomas French. 

*I he Peiition was in thefe words : 

Ta 
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TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT 

MAJESTY. 

The humble petition of the undetfigned CathoHcSy at 
behalf of them/elves and the reft of the Catho/ic 
fubjeSs of the kingdom of Ireland. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

We, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal 
fubje£ls of your kingdom of Ireland, profefling 
the Catholic religion, prefume to approach your 
Majefty, who are the common father of all your 
j)eople, and humbly to fubmit to your eonfideratian 
ihe manifold incapacities and oppreflive difquali- 
fications under which we' labour. 

For, may it pleafe your majefty, after a century 
of uninterrupted loyalty, in which time five 
foreign wars^ and two domeftic rebellions have 
occurred, after having taken tvcry oath of allegi- 
ance and fidelity to your Majefty, and given, 
and being ftill ready to give, every pledge which 
can be devifed for their peaceable demeanour and 
unconditional fubmiffion to the laws, the Catholics 
of Ireland ftand obnoxious to a long catalogue gf 
ftatutes, inflifting on dutiful and meritorious 
fubjefts pains and penalties of an extent and feve- 
rity which fcarce any degree of delinquency can 
warrant, and prolonged to a period when no ne- 
ceflity can be alledged to juftify their continuance* 

In the firft place, we beg leave with all humi- 
ilty to reprefent to your Majefty, that notwith- 
ftanding the loweft departments in your Majefty's 
fieets and armies, are largely fupplied by our 
numbers, atnd your revenue in this country to a 
great degree fupporied by our contributions, we 
are difablcd from fcrving your Majefty in any 

/ office 
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Office of truft and emolument whatfoever, civil or 
military ; a profcription \^hich difregards capacity , 
or merit, admiis of neither qualification nor de- 
gree ; and rells as ^n univerfal fligma of diftruft 
upon the whole body of your Catholic fubjeds. 
We are interdifted from all municipal ftation^^ 
and the franchife of all guilds and corporations j 
and our exclufion from the benefits annexed to 
thofe fituations, is not an evil terminating in itfelf ; 
for, by giving an advantage over us to ihofc in 
whom they are exclufively vefted, they eftablifh 
throughout the kingdom a fpecies of qualified mo- 
nopoly, uniformly operating in our disfavour, 
conitaryto the fpirit, and highly detrimental j tpf 
freedom of trade. 

We may not found nor endow any univerfity, 
college or fchool, for the education of our 
children^ and we are interdided from obtaining 
degrees in the Univerfity of Dublin, by the feveral 
charters and ftatutes now in. force therein. . 

We are totally prohibited from keeping or 
Tifing weapons for the defence of our houfes, fami- 
lies, or perfons, whereby we are expofed to the 
violence of burglary, robbery, and aflaflination ^^ 
and to enforce this prohibition, contravening that 
great original law of nature, which enjoins us to 
felf-defence, a variety ot ftatutes exift, not lefs: 
grievous and oppreffive in their provifions than 
tinjuft in their objeft; by one of which, enadled 
fo lately as within thefe i6 years, every of your 
Majefty's Catholic fubjefts, of whatever rank or 
degree, peer or peafant, is compellable by any 
magiftrate to come forward and convi6l himfelf 
of what may be thought a Angular ofi'ence in a 
Country profeffiDg to be free — keeping arms for 
his defence ; or, if he fliall refufe fo to do,, may , 
incur not only fine and imprifonnient, but the vile 
and ignominious punilhments of the pillory and , >.^ 

wbippujg; 
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• whipping ; — penalties appropriated to thie moft 
infamous nialcfaftors, and mo I'e terrible to a libe* 
ral mind than death itfelf" No Catholic whatfoe- 
ver, as we apprehend, has his perfonal property 
fecure. — ^The law allows and encourages the difo- 
bedient and unnamral child to deprive him 
of it : the unhappy faLher docs not, even by 
the furrender of his all, purchafe his repofe ; he 
may be attacked by new bills, if his future induf- 
try be fuccefsful, and again be plundered by due 
procefs of law. 

We are excluded, or may be excluded from all 
Petit Juries, in civil aftions, where one of the 
parties is a Proieftant ; and we are further exclud- 
ed from all Fecit Juries in trials by information or 
indiftment founded on any of the Popery laws, by 
which law we moft humbly fubmit to your Majef- 
ty, that your loyal fubjeds, the Catholics of Ire- 
land, are in this their native land, in a worfe fitua- 
tion than that of Aliens, for they may demand an 
equitable privilege denied to us, of having half 
their Jury Aliens like themfclves. 

Wc may not ferve on Grand Juries unlefs, which 
at is fcarcely poflible can ever happen, there fhould 
not be found a fufficiency of Proteftants to com- 
plete the pannel, contrary to that humane and 
equitable principle of the law, which fays that no 
man fhall be convifted of any capital offence, 
tmlefs by the concurring verdi6ls of two juries of 
his neighbours and equals, whereby, and to this 
we humbly prefume more particularly to implore 
your Royal attention, we are deprived of the 
great Paladium of the Conflitution, Trial by our 
Peers, independent of the manifeft injuftice of 
our property being taxed in afleffments by a body, 
from which we are formally excluded. 

We avoid a further enumeration of inferior 

grievances, but may it pleafe your Majefty,, there 

i remains 
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remains one incapacity, which your loyal fubjeda 
the Catholics ol Ireland, feel with moll poignant 
anguifh of mind, as being the badge of unmerited 
dilgrace and ignominy, and the caufe and bitter 
aggravation of all other calamities ; we are de- 
prived of the eledive franchife, to the manileft 
pervcrfion of the fpirit of the Co^ftitution, in as 
much as your faithful fubjcdls are thereby taxed 
where they are not reprefeuted, acStually or virtti- 
ally, and bound bylaws, in the framing of which 
they have no power to give or withhold their af- 
fent ; and we moft humbly implore your Majefty 
to believe, that this our prime and heavy grievance 
is not an evil merely fpeculative, but is attended 
with great diftrefs to all ranks, and in many ic- 
ftances, with the total ruin and deftru6lion of the 
lower orders of your Majelly's faithful and loyal 
fubjeds the Catholics of Ireland ; for may it pleafe 
your Majefty, not to mention the infinite variety 
of advantages in point of prote<Sion and oiherwife, 
which the enjoyment of theele&ivefianchife gives 
to thofe who poffefs it, nor the confcquent incon- 
veniencies to which thofe who are deprived there- 
of are liable, not to mention the difgrace to 
, three-fourths of your loyal fubjefls of Ireland, of 
living the only body of men incapable of franchife 
in a nation poffcffing a free conititution, it conti- 
nually happens and of neccfiijty from the malig* 
nant nature of the law, muft happen, that multi- 
tudes of the Catholic tenanwy in divers counties 
in this kingdom are, at the expiration of rheir 
leafes, expelled from their tenements and farms 
to make room for Protcftant freeholders, who, by 
their votes, may contribute to the weight and im- 
portance of their landlords. Acircu^ftance which 
renders the recurrence of a general ele6lion, that 
period which is the boaft and laudable triumph of 
Ciir proteftant brethem — a, viiitation and heavy 

curfe 
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curie to us, your Majefty's dutiful and loyal fob? 
jefts. And may it pleafe yourMajefty, thi§ 
uncertainty of poffeflion to your Majefty's Catholic 
fubjcdls operates as a perpetual reftraint and dif- 
couragement on induftry and the fpirit of cultivar 
tion, whereby it happens, that this your Majefty'5 
kingdom of Ireland, poflefling many and great 
natural advantages of foil and climate, fo as to be 
exceeded therein by fcAy, if any, countries on the 
. jearth, as yet prevented from availing herfelf there- 
of fo fully as ftie otherwife might, to the furtherance 
of your majefty's honour, and the more effeftual 
fupport of your fervice. 

And, may it pleafe your Majefty, the evil does 
not even reft here ; — for many of your Majefty's 
Catholic fubjefts, to prefervc their families frorti 
total deftruftion, fubmit to nominal conformity 
againft their convidion and their confcience ; and, 
preferring perjury to famine, take oaths which 
they utterly difbelieve — a circumftance which, we 
doubt not, will fhock your Majefty's well known 
and exemplary piety, not lefs than the mifery 
which drives thofe unhappy wretches to fo 
defperare a meafure, muft diitrefs and wound your 
Royal clemency and commiferation'. 

And may it pleafe your Majefty, though we 
might here reft our cafe, on its own merit, juftice, 
and expediency, yet we further prefume, humbly 
to fubmit to yoTir majefty, that the right of fran- 
chife was, with divers other rights, enjoyed by the 
Catholics of this Kingdom, from the firft adoption 
of the Englifh Conftitution by our forefathers, 
was fecured to at leaft a great part of our body 
by the treaty of Limerick, in 1^91, guaranteed 
by yourMajefty's Royal Predeceffbr's, King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary, and finally confirmed and 
Ratified by Parliament ; notwithftanding which, 
and in dire6l breach of the public faith of the 

nation 



xi I N TR.O D UCT I O N. 

nation thus folemnly pledged, for which ouw 
anceftors paid a valuable confideratioh, in a fur-? 
render of their arms, and a great part of this 
kingdom, and notwithftanding the moft fcr&pu- 
lous adherence, on our pan, to the terms of the 
faid treaty, and our unremitting loyalty from that 
day to .the prefent, the faid right of eledtive frann 
xhife ^as finally and univerfalJy taken away 
irom the Catholics ol Ireland, fo lately as the firft 
year of his Majefty King George the Second. 

And when we thus prelunie to i'ubmit this 
onfradion of the treat y of l.imerick to your Ma- 
jefty's. Royal noiicc it is not that we ourfelves 
confider it to be the ftrong part of our cafe; for 
though our rights were recognized, they were by 
no means created by that treaty ; and we do with 
all humility conceive, that if no fuch event as the 
faid treaty had ever taken place, your Majeity's 
Catholic fubje6ls. from their unvarying loyaky, . 
and dutiful fubmiflion to the laws, and from the 
great fupport afforded by them to your Majefty 's 
Government in this country, as well as iri their 
perfonal fervicc in your IVajefty's fleets and ar- 
mies, as from the taxes and revenues levied on 
their property, are fully comperent, and juftly 
entitled to participate and erjoy the blefTings of. 
the Conftitution of their country. 
' And now that we have, wi h all humility, fub- 
mitted our grievances to your Majefty, permit us, 
Moft gracious Sovereign, again to reprefent our 
fincere attachment to t]ie Conftitution, as eftdr 
blilhed in three eflates of Kings, Lords, and Com- 
mons, our uninterrupted loyahy, peaceable de- 
meanor, and fubmiflion to the laws ior one hundred 
years, and our determination to perfevere in the 
fame dutiful conduft, which has, under your Ma- • 
jefty's happy aufpices, procured us ihofe relaxati- 
ons of the penal ft atuies, which the wifdom of 
'' ^ • the 
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the LegBteture has from time lo time thought 
proper to grant. — We humbly prefume to hope, 
that your Majefty, in your paternal goodnefs and 
affedion towards a numerous and oppreffed body 
of your loyal fubjeas, may be gtacioufly pleafed 
to recommend to your Parliament of Ireland to 
take into confidexation the whole of our fituation,. 
our numbers, our merits, and our fufferings, and 
as we do not give place to any of your Majefty 's 
fubjeas in loyalty and attachmeni to your Majef- 
ty's facred perfon, we cannot fupprtfs our wifties 
of bein^ rellored to the rights and privileges of 
the Conilitution of our country, and thereby be- 
coming more worthy, as well as more capable, of 
rendering your Majefty that fervice which it is 
not lefs our duty than our inclination to aftbrd. 

So may your Majefty tranfmit to your lateft: 
pofterity a. crovyn fecufed by public advantage 
and public afledion ; — and fo may your Royal 
Perfon become more dear, if poflible, to youx 
grateful people. • 

[This petition was figned by the Delegates 
from the different counties, cities, and prin- 
cipaji towns of Ireland, on behalf of them- 
felve^ and the Catholics of Ireland.} 

On the 2d January, 1793^ the deputies prefent- 
ed the petition to his majefty at St. James's ; what 
followed will beft appear in the report here of- 
fered to the public : 
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St. A XT D E O N. 

HicliaTd Dillon, Bridge^ilreet. Thomas Kennedy, Corn Mar- 
Denis Thomas O'Brien, Mer- ket. 

chants-quaj* Jonas Lynch, TJih^r'iiquaj* 

St. JAMES. 

Patrick Greahan, James-flreet. James Murphy^ DittOt 
Thomas Glannan, Wading- John White, Ditto* ' 
ftreet. 

St. P A U L. 

Tames Farrell, Smithfield. William Qarke, King-ftreett 

It. Alexander Ljonsy Arran- Ozmantown. 
qxuLj. * Jofeph Andrews, Churck- 

ftreet. 
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St. C ATH a R I N E. 

Patrick Bean, Thomas-ftreet. RichardWalfh, Thomas-ftreet* 
John Kearhey, Braithwait- Edward Lewins, Thomas- 



flreet. 



ftreet. 



,. . St. MARY. 

Andrew 'Dal/, M. D. Domi- Val. O'Connor, Dominicl- 

nick-ftreet. ftreet. 

Nicholas Elcock, M* D. Great Simon M'6uire» Batchelor's* 

Britain-ftreet. Walk. 

St. N I Q H Q L A S (within.) 

John Ball, Werburgh-ftreet. Thomas M'Donnell, Effex- 
Edward Butler, Fifhamble- ftreet. 

ftreet. William Hjknd, Back-lane. , 

St. NICHOLAS (without.) 

Patrick Sw«^maB, Stephen V Thomas Key Aolis, Weft Park* 

green, South. ftreet. 

Patrick Marfh, Brides^alley. Chriftopher Kelly, Mill-ftreet. 

St. ANDREW. 

John Sweetman, Stephen's MichaeV iBoylan, Grafton- 
• g[*fe«Da/W?ft» ftreet. 

John Gorman Kennedy, JLiag- Jamea CaanoUf* FU«-ftft^V 
•^1^; StepheQ'sngrefcii. 

St. MIC » AN. 

4 

Thomas J^augtaJ!,. Eccle** Jphi> Comerford, I)orfet- 

ftreet. ftreet. 

JohnSuttbiii ' ' Charles Ryin, Church-ftr^et.^ 
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COUNTIES. 
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COUNTIES. 



COUNT r KTLDAkE. 

Thomas Fltegerald, Geraldine, ChriftdpherNangle,6arriker. 

' Athy. < James Archbold, Davidftown. 

Charles^Aylmer, ;^aineftown. Jlandall M^cdolinell, Allen'$- 

John Efitionde, Ofberftown» GoUrt. 

' ' qjrEEN's COUNTT. 

I^forgan Kavanagh, Grace- William DuizB, YicarilowB, 

field, No. 4, North Earl- Athy. -' 

ftreet. J. T* B. Anderfon, CuUenagh, 

James Warren, Killeen, Car- BaUiiiakill. 

low- ' Edwatd Byrne, Jun. Great 

James Dunn, Ballynakili. Georges-flreet, North. 

Thomas Warren, Alh-ftreet. 

COUNTT LEITRIM. 

Miles Keon, Keon-Bi^ooke, John O'Donnell, Larkfield, 

Carrick-on-£3iannon. Carrick-on-Shainnoli* 

Hugh O'Beme, Jamefiown, John Keogh, Mount Jerome. 

Utto. kobert Diilon, Francis-ibeet. 

COUNTT ROSCOMMON 

Owen O'Coimor, Beknagare, Malaclty Fallon, Ballina, Ath' 

Rofcommon. lone. 

J4kn Fallon, Kuxtniaaade, Johii Farrell, Bbomfield, 

Dittos StroakHown. 

James Plunkett, Rinnaid, Edward fiyrne, Gt. George'^- 

Elphin. ilreet. North. 

John Tyrrell Bynia, Caillc- Thomas Ryan, M- D. Arran- 

mine, Rofcominon* Quay. 
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COUNTr FERMANAGH. 

JamcB Itiernan, EnnifkilleB. Terence Maguire, Parliament- 
hilip Maguire, Ditto. ftreet. 

fochard Mackin, Brookbor- Richard Kiernan, M. D. Ca- 

row. pel-ftreet. 

Conftantine Maguire. • 

COUNTr SLIGO. 

Hugh M*Dermott, Coolevin, Charles O'Connor, Mount 

Ignatius Everard, Sligo. Allen, Carrick-on-Shannon. 

Patrick Mullarky, Colgagh. John Byrne. 

JohnM'Donough, Heapilown. JamesAylward, Francis-ftreet. 

COUNTr LONGFORD. 

Chriftopher Nugent, Killi- Edward M'Evoy, Ditto. • 

fona, Granard. John Weldon, Dame-ftrect. 

Valentine Dillon, Ballyma- John O'Reilly, William^ 

hon. itreet. 

Bernard O'Reilly, Gntnard. 

COUNTT WEXFORD. 

James E. Devereux, Carrig- Edward Hay, Ballinkeel, £n- 

menan. nifcorthy* 

Harvey Ha.y, Ballinkeel, En- Edward Sweetman, Wexford. 

nifcorth/. 

COUNTr DOWN. 

John O'Neill, BanviUe. John Maginnis. 

Hugh Savage, Ballyvarley. Thomas Savage. 
Samuel Norris, Strangford. James Kenny, Stephen-ftreet 

COUNTr CARLOW. 

Walter Fitzgerald, Ballaragin, James Cullen, Ravllly, Tul- ,. 

Caftledermott. l^igh* 

William Blakeney, Dunleck- Thomas Warren, Afh-ftreet. 

ney, Laughlin-bridge. Edward Butler, Fifhamblc* 
William Finn, Carlow. ftreet. 

s 

COUNTr ANTRIM. 

LukeTeeling, Lifburn. Bernard O'Neill, Eccles- 

Edmund Magilldonej, Bally- ilreet. 
.caftlc. Oliver O'Hata, Abbey-ftreet. 

COUNTr 
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COVNTT ARMAGH^ 

Charles Whlttington. Theobald M'Kenna, M. D. 

Owen O'Calkghan. Dorfet-ftreet. 

COUNT r TTRONE. 

Thomas • Richard Geraghty, John Byrne, Great George's- 

Duugannon* flreet. 

Terence O'Neile, Ballygawly. John Fairfield, Werburgh-ft. 

COUNT r CAFAN 

James Falles, StafFord-ftreet. Hugh O'Reilly, Cavan. 
Edward Dowell, Kileihandra. 

COUNTT CLARE. 

James O'Gorman, Ecnis. Francis M*Mahon, Crevagh, 

Daniel O'Connel, Ayle, £n« . Ennis. 

nis* Nicholas Mahon, Merchants* 

quay. 

COUNTT WICKLOW. 

Walter Byrne, Killoghter- Richard Doyle, LemonHowfii 

Thomas Fitziimmons, Glan- KilcuUen. 

cuUen* Patrick Kavanagh 

William Graham, Artlow. Peter Brady, New-row, 

COUNTT of the- CITT fi/ KILJCENNT 

Conilantine Laughlin, Kil* Jofeph Laffan, Kilkenny. 

kenny, * Thomas Braughall, Edcles- 

John SKarman, Ditto. ftreet. 

John Murphy, Dittos Thomas Warren, Afli-ftrcet. 

COUNTT qf ths. TOWN of GALWAT 

%. L. Athy, Renville, Galway. W. J. M*Nevin, M. D. Jer- 
Dennis Blake, Oran Caflle, vis-itreet. 
ditto- 

COUNTTof the TOWN and LORDSHIP of NEWRT 
Marl^Devehn. James Reily* 

COUNTT 
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Cirrcf LIMERICX. 

Sjlvefter O'HaUoMm, M. D. Jafper WKite, ditto. ' 
limerick* Francis Arthur, ditto« 

couNTrtfjrippERdRr^ 

Laurence Smith, Dennis CyMaher, Bajljroion^ 

James ScuUy, Kilfaine, Tip- Thomas Mahon, Merchakit's 

perary. Ql|SiJ* 

John X^ayrlpr, Cranaglj, Tern- Thomas Fitzfimons, Eccles- 

pieto^wn. itreet* 

COtTNTr MATO. 

DomimckCreaneLyii^Hi9p^- Jtnle^ J^^eph M'Donnell, 

ebeg. ' Rofi-begg, 

Edward Dillon, Holywell. R. Macdonnall, Allen's Court, 
John NoIeui, Xb|rboyn|5, Thomas Braughall, Eccles- 

flreet* 

COUNTT ME ATM. 

Bar. Baiiieweli,'6rananflown. Richard Barneweil, Bloomf" 

Jame^N^nde, KildaHy. ' burry.,' 

Michael Johnfton, Warehf- Thomas Ryan, Ar^an-QuJ^y. 

town* W. J. M*Nevin, Jervis-ftreet* 

COUNTrofDUBlIJ^. 

Peter FarreH, Boltoji-ftrect. Barry Lawlefs, Shankfte- 
Patrick Thunder, BaUely, ' HenTy Thuuder, Dame-ftreet* 
Patrick Sftiith. Thomas 8egrave. 

COUNTT cf DONEGAL. 

Daniel M*Laughlin* Thomas Braughall, Eccles^ 

Andrew M'Shane. ftreet. 

Richard Dodd, Manor-ftreet. 

COUNTT KILKENNT. 

Edward Foreftel, Water- Edward Sheil. 

ffiar4«- Richard Boulger, Ballynabar- 

Nicholas Devereux. na, N. Row. 

COUNTT 
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COUNTT KERRT. 
Thomas Huflcj. ^MattbewMoriaTty* 

COUNTT TTRONE, 

Bernard M'Mahon, , Richard Dodd, Manor-ftreet* 

John Ball, Werburgh-ftreet. 

KING'S COUNTT. 

Awley Magawky, Balliboy. Patrick Oliver Plunkett, Great-. 
John Fitfimons, Caftle Wood. . George's-ftreet. 
Jofeph Flanagan. Francis Bennett- 

IFESTMEATH. 

James Count Nugent, Balli- John Walfh, Mullingar. 

nacor, BaUymore. Patrick Dowdall. 

Michael Dardi?. John M*Cormick, lilullingarr 

TOWN of DROGHEDA. 

James Bird, Drogheda.^ Hugh Hamill^ .Dominick«^ 

Roger Hamill, ditto. flreet. 

Garret Dillon, Bridge-ilreetp 

LONDONDERRT 

Andrew M'Shane. . John Mansfield, Lodge Houfe» 
Thomas Broughall. Church-on-Suir. 

Richvd Dodd. Patrick Power, Tulhally. 

Francis Wife, of the Manor^ Richard Power, William's- 
county Waterford. town. 
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CITIES AND TOWNS. 



CARRICKFERGTTS. 

CKri^pKer Teeling, M- D* Laurence M'D<ennot,ChiircK< 
Capdi-ilreet. • ftreet. 

ARMAGH. 

Jobn Byrne. Randal M'Donnell, Allen's* 

court. 

. ENNISKILLEN. 

Edward Madden " Richard Kiernan, M^D. Ca<» 

Terence M'Guire, Parlia- pcl-ftreet. 

m^nt-ftreet. 



D E R R Y- 



Jiones B/rne* 



Daimel RetU/* 



M O N A G H A N. 



DONEGAL. 



James M'Loughlb, St. An- Peter M'Loughlin, St An«* 
drcw-ftreet. " dr^w-ftreet. 

C A R L O W. 
Tboaais Waxren, Alh-ftreet. Walter Fiugerald. 

PHILIPSTOWN. 
LewuFUnagant Abbqr.fbeet. Jamet MuUaj* Abbey-flreet. 

c LONGFORD. 
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L O N G F O R •!). 

John Hart, Jamet-ftreet. John O'Reily, William-flreet. 

D IT N D A L K. 

Thomas Magan, HigK-ftreet. 

TRIM. 

Ignatius Wcldon, Anderfon's- Thomas Ljnch, Church-ilreet* 
court. * 

MARYBOROUGH. , 

John Ball, Jun. Werbuygh- John Fairfield, Werburgh- 
ftreet. ilreet. 

Henry Johnfon, Meath-ilrect- 

WEXFORD. 

Michael M*Carty, Geoges's John Brett, Jeryis-ftreet, 



quay. 



No. 6^. 



W I C K L O W. 

Walter Byrne, Abbey-ftreet. 

E N N 1 S. 
Nicholas Mahon, Merchant 's-quay. 

CORK. 

EdwardByrne.GreatGeorge's- Denis Thomas O'Brien, Mex- 
ilreet. North. chant's-quay. 

Patrick Deafe, Ufher's-quay. 

T R A L E E. 

Pominick Rice. 

LIMERICK. 

W. Sweetman. Charles Young, New-row, 

Luke Stritch. Thomas-ftreet. 

C L O N M E L. 

James Plunkett, Gt. George's- John Rivers, Batchelor's- 
ftreet, Rutland-fquarc. ' walk. 

WATERTORD. 
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WATERFORD. 

JoKn Dillon, Francis-ftreet* Theobald Jii*Kenna, M. B. 
Richard Byrne. Upper Dorfet-ftreet. 

Thoina9 Kirwan, James-ilreet* 

G A J. W A Y. 

Malachy O'Connor, Domi- Henry Lynch, New-row* 
nick-ilrcet. ' , ... 

CARRICK-OM-SHANNOJJ. 

Robert DiUon, Francis -ftreef. Jo)in Q'ReiJy. 
James Fitzfiitions, Abbey -11. 

C A S t li E-B.A R. 

* * 

lil^icholas Le Fevre, Grafton- Hugh Leonard 
Hreet. 

ROSCOMMON. 

Thomas Ryan, M« D. Arran- George Drew, ( Sv/ords \ 
quay. Francis-ftreet. 

S L I G O. 
John Dunn, Prane-lane. 

D R O G H EDA. 

Hugh Hamill, Dominick-ilreet. 

C A S H E L L. 

Jeremiah Dwyer. Thomas Mahon, Merchant's - 

\ q^ay. . 

ATHLONEr 

Simon Kelly, TJlher's-Quay. Francis Bennett, Capel-ftreet, 

Philiplbourg. 

N E W R Y. . 

Charles Dromgoole, Fleet Hugh HamilL 
ftrcet. 

c 3 ^ ENNIS- 
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JENNISCORTHYm 

Paul Houflon* Philip Sullivan, Churcli- 

ftreet. 

LOUGHREA. 

.Matthew Donnelan. Hubert Thomas Dolphin. 

TUAM. 
Thomas D'Arcy, Abbey-ftreet. 

BALLYSHANNON. 

Thomas Dpran, Francis-ilreet. James Kelly, Church-ftreet. 

CARRICk 6n SUIR. 

James Ay IwardjFrancis-flreet. John Donoughoe, Jcrvis- 

llreet. 

PUNGARVEN. 

James Dixon, Kilmi^inham. 

A T H y- 

Jof. Patrick CahiU, Francis- Garret Fitzgerald, 
ilreet. Thomas Fitzgerald. 

BOYLE. 
John M*Loughlan, Ulher's-Quay. 

NAVAN. 

W.J. M'Nevin, M. D. Jcr- Edward Geoghegan, Lhtli- 
vis-llreet. Bxitain-llreet. "* 

BALLYMAHON. 

John Weldon, Dame-ftreet. Dennis Caffin, Flcet-ftreet- 

NENAGH. 

• ^ 

RichaTd M'CpTmick, Mark s-Allej. 

' THTJRIiES. 
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THVRLE& 

Anthony Thompfo&t Stephen's-Greett* 

CARRICK M'CROSS. 

Richard Browne, Hammond- Gregory Scurlog, Greeks 
Lan6. ftreet. 

GOLBRd(lINE. 

Richard Doddf Manor-^Street. 

CASTLSDERMOTT. 

I>aniel M'Guire, Francis-flreet. 

SWORDS. 

Chriflopher Taylor, Bolton-ftreet. 

BELFAST. 

Patrick Byrne, Grafton -ftreet. Jaines R. Wiley, Church- 
Richard Crofs, Bridge-ftreet. . ftreet. 

ATHENRY. 

M. F. Lynch* Anthony French, Abbey- 

ftreet. 

A R D E E. 

Patrick Byrne, Church-ftreet. William Kindellan. 

R O S C;R E A. 

John DuiFy, "Ufher's-quay. John Fairfield, Wcrburgh- 

ftreet. 

T'ULliAMORE. 
Jofeph Byrne. John Efraond. 

A T H B O Y. 
John O'Neile, Capel-ftreet. Thomas Burke. 

Richard M*Cormick, Sec. to the Gen. Committee^ 
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S U B - C O M M I T T E E. 



fidward Byrne. 
John Keogh. 
D. T. O'Brien. 
Thomas Braughall. 
Richard M*Cormick. 
Randal M'Donnell 



Do(5lor Ryan. 
Thomas Fitzgerald. 

Hugh HamiU. 
Thomas Warren. 
Counfellor Ijynch. 



John Sweetman, Sec to the Sub-Committee. 
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ERRATA. 

page 9, line 8, for advantage^ read difadvantage* 

14, 1.30, for devoted. The^ xt^ddevotedj andtJi^ 

— — 40, 1. 13, for abjure^ read conjure* 

, 49, 1. 2, for ever hated^ read overheated* 

59, laftline, iox pojjlhle^ rz^A,poJfthly* 

61, L 14, for Ai the^ read As to the* 

, 65, 1. 5, ' for cho/en, read clo/er. 

I 889 1- 5> for «*5, read tfwi/. 

— ^— 117. 1.4, £or /choolsf TCSid univerfities. 

121, 1.9, £oT retrenchments y read intrenchments* 

123, 1. 2, for became, rt^d become. 

136, L 8, for 0^ Aw; read o/" «wW. 

137, 1. 25, ior accufations does not not, rtsid accu/ationa 
do not* 

176, 1. I, for Thisf read The. 
228, 1.7, for pajedy rtzd pojfejfed. 
-— > !• 3^» for Hoped, read A^ Hoped. 
247, 1. I, for peal, read pale- 

250, 1. 27, dele where. 

251, L 18, ior law his, re^d law is his. 

257, 1. 4, for 0n<^ nothimg hut, read /A^r^ » nothing 
wherAy. 

258, 1.8, ior madnefs fo, rtaid madnefs is fi. 

259, 1*6, for not prefs, rtSid not the pre fs. 
, 1. 10, for fFhat lejfon that to a people^ read Thatlejfon 

to a people, that. 
"260, 1.13, for fupprejfed, rtdA fuppofed. 
261, after liberty, inftrt adopted. 
294, 1-17, for whicK readwAq/f. 

302, 1. 5) for ambitious, read ambit ions. 

303, 1. 27, for /A/5 country, read /A« country xOas in* 
volved' 

361, 1. 32, for m^/2«, read m^iA. 

368, 1. 22, for Guh Tcad Guil. ^ 
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P E B A T E S 

ON T^^ 

ROxMAN CATHOLIC BILL, €?<:.* 



X If JjJ fubj^ft of the following fheets was, on 
tjie firft djiy of the feffion, offigi^lly recommended 
to parli^raeijt in the fpeech pf his Excellency the 
Lord tieutena,nt from the throng, where in (he 
tenth paraCT?ip|i h,e feys :• — 

" And I have It in particular command from 
^* his raajefty, to recommend it to you, to ^pply 
^ yourfefves to the conficjeration of ftich me^- 
•* lures as may be moft lively to ftrengthen and 
<' cement a general union of fbntinient arpang 
^ ajf claffes gthd' defpriptions of hi? majefty^s ftjC- 
^^ fefts, in fiippprt of ^e eftablifhed conftitution. 
** With this view hh majefty tfufts, that the fltija- 
•* fjon qf his m^jefty 'S Catholic fubjefts will e^- 
^ g;age your ferfqus attention \ and fn thp coi^- 
^ fic^ratlon of this fubjeift he relies on the wif- 
^ dorti and liberality of his parliament." 

B After 
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2 LORDS. , Jan. io. 

After the Lord Lieutenant " had quitted the 
houfe/ the Earl of Weftmeath moved an addrefs 
to the King, which as ufual echoed the fpeecb, 
'on which 

The Duke of Leinfter after exprefling his con- 
currence to the addrefs, declared his particular 
approbation to that part of the fpeech which 
pointed to their lordfhips attention the fituatiou 
of tht Roman Catholics in this country. 

The Earl of Glandore declared his fatisfaftion in 
the profpedl which the Roman Catholicjfe had of' 
being relieved. He faid, that at a time when other 
parts of the kingdom were difturbed, he was happy 
to inform their lordfhips, the part of the country 
from whence he came was in a ftate of the greateft 
tranquillity. 

Lord Donoughfnore faid, that having taken an 
early and decided part in favour of the Roman 
Catholics, he could not be filent when their caufe 
was even mentioned in that houfe ; he therefore, 
rofe to concur in the fentiments which had been 
expreffed in their favour, and which, he was happy 
to fee, fo much the fenfe of the whole houfe. 

The Lord Chancellor faid, I truft it is unneceflary 
for me to ftate my cordial and hearty concurrence 
in the refolution which has been moved by my 
lioble friend, to which I ihould have given my 
filent affent, if I did not feel it to be peculiarly 
neceffary to relieve the public mind from a feries 
of exaggerated mifreprefentations with refpetil to 
the Roman Catholic fubjeifts of Ireland, which 
have been impreffed upon it with uncommon in- 

duftry. 
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duftry, which feem to have been adopted by the 
two noble lords who fpoke laft, and which to my 
utter aftoniftiment have been laid at the foot of 
the throne, in the name and on the behalf of 
that body of the people. When ,1 read in the 
public prints a paper purporting to be the autho- 
rized petition of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, 
prefented to his Majefty by deputies appointed 
for the purpofe, I did not fuppofe that any fet of 
men would have dared to approach the throne, 
with a grofs and malignant deception upon the fa- 
! ther of his people. But on enquiry I find, that 

^ this printed paper is an authentic copy of a peti« 

tion which has been prefented to his rnajefty, as 
containing a full and fair ftatement of harih and 
oppreflive reftri'ftions, wantonly impofed by the 
legiflature of this country upon his Catholic fub- 
jedls, and therefore it is that I feize this firft op^ 
portunity, publicly to deteft and reprobate the 
impofition. It is not my intention at this time, 
minutely to enter into the claims advanced by 
€)ur Catholic fellow -fubjedls; whenever they come 
diftindlly before us, I truft they will receive a 
fair, candid, and temperate difcuffioA. I have 
; never known a fubjedl which feem$ fo peculiarly 

I interefting to this country, for upon a full and 

j; difpaflionate invefligation, and a juft decifion 

upon it, will hang the internal peace of Ireland, 
I and her conftitutional connexion with the people 

of the Prpteftant empire of Great Britain. For 
the prefent it is my intention to confine myfelf to 
the unpardonable miltatements of the fituatipn of 
the Catholic fubjedls of Ireland^ which feem to. 
have had their full efFeft on the two noble lords, 
and have mod unadvifedly been made to his ma- 
jefty on their beha^lf It has been ftated Jn the 

B 2 name 
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4 LORDS. Jan. io. 

name of all the Catholics of Ireland, that they am 
lotaliy prohibited from keeping or uling weapons 
for the defence of their hotifes, families, or per- 
jrpns, whereby they are expofed to the violence of 
burglary, robbery, and aiiailination. The prohi- 
bition is flated as general, and without exception % 
and tiiat the confequenbe has beeA, that the whel^ 
body are the viif^ims of plunder and aflaffiilation^ 
With refpe£l to the laws Afiade in the reign cC 
iting William for difarming papifts, no man who 
knows the hiftory of Ireland, can hefitate to (ay^ 
that fclf-defence and felf-prefervation render^ 
them at that period a meafupe of hard neceffity, 
But it would have becomt the lm6n who have 
taken into their hands the caufe of the Catholics^ 
to have ftated, that in thefe laws there is an exftp- 
tioh for every man of that perfuafion, who fliail 
obtain a licence from the lord lieutenant ^and 
privy council to carry arms -, and that fach a 
licence, has never in any inftance within the m^r 
mory of man, been denied to a Catholic whofe 
rank and education entitled him to it. And I am 
forry to fay, that at this hour, fuch k the nidfc 
l^ate of the lower order of the people of all reli,gi-»- 
ons in Ireland, that if ofFenfive weapons are to be 
put into their hands, every man of property who 
lives in the remote diftric^s, whether Catholic or 
Proteftant, will quickly feel to his cdft, that he 4s 
daily expofed to the violence of burglary and 
robbery ; but the people, rude as they are, I 4iu 
fatisfied have a general horror of aflaffination* 
liaving thus ftated the prohibition, as contra*: 
vening the great qriginal law of nature, which 
enjoins felf-defence, they affert that to enforce \t^ 
a variety of ftatutes exift, not lefs grievous and 
pppreflive in their grqvifiaas, than nnjuft in their 

obje(5l ; 
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&bJE£ti by ©tie of wiiieh^ eAAjfted wlthiiti fixteeft 
years, fevery Caih^^k; 'ftabjeft ^df AiH^ tahk ot 
dbgi-ee, peer w ^peafant, is odtn^^llea to go befojhft 
a magiftrate and cotivi^t himfelf ©F tire fing^lat 
ofieiice in a ft-ee dottWffy 6f ke^eping arms for his 
defence, and in tafe «f dis te^^ai, h liable to t1ii& 
penakies of fine ^nd iMprifontnent, and eo the 
vilie and ignommi^dW p^niihli^ntis d[ the pillot^ 
ited irhip^ng. If I had 1^^ in the particular 
fituEtkm of this ^owmty, in 'thfe ye^t 178'/, had 
oocafion to itskik into thi^ ftttute bftjol:^ t6 fee whe* 
thor any iaw BXifted for i^eftrainifig the hotrid ex- 
ocHes oomAitied at thut period in the fonth, 
agaihft the eftabliflied tltt^y^, I fktmU have been 
ftaatled at this b6id aifetti<)tt : to fbtee iany man to 
cttmiiiace Mmfeif ^ifjtoii ^ath> on pain of fine, in\- 
prifontB^Tut, pillory ahd whipping, wonld be an 
owtnage upoA every principle '^f natifital jnfttce, 
which woaW ftaMp indelible difgraee tt|X)rt the 
jxiTlfp»radeiiee of this cmntry. To ena^ fudi a 
law againft an unoftfeading people, to enforce a 
general prohibitio^i of Celf-defence-, ^ould be a 
higii aggravatton of dUlfage, if it x^^ete eapable of 
^Dggrayation. 

Btrt what will be the aftonifliment of every 
man who hears me, when he knows that this ftatute 
irhich has been thtiS felefted for the pntpofe of 
wounding the feelings of bbtli countries, has been 
Hioft grofsly and unpardonably miflated rn its 
original formation, *and that it now no longer 
cxilfcs 5 it was an aft ^pa^d in the year 1776, to' 
prevent tiinmltudus rifings t, when the popnlace d( 
the fouth, calling themfelves whife-boys, were in 
a ftate of general tumult, and had committed the 
mott horrid 'eiK:<:effe6, a elaiife was inferted in the 
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aft, authorizing raagiftfates to fearch for arms 
and ammunition, and to fummojn papifts, who 
might be fufpefted to have either in their poffef- 
fion, and oblige them to make difpovery on oath 
where they lay. If they refufed to obey the fum- 
mons, and to fiibmit to anfwer, they were fubjeft 
to all the penalties or fines, imprifonment, the 
pillory and whipping -, but there is an exprefs pro- 
vifo, which follows the claufe, that no perfon Ihall 
J)e convidled, or incur ^ny penalty, for any 
offence, upori any confeffion or difcovery made 
on fuch examination ; that the examination thus 
taken, Ihall pot be given in evidence agai nil the 
perfon examined, unlefs he fhall be indifted for 
perjury committed upon his examination. Has it 
ever beep alledged, that this law which was point- 
ed only at a rude and mifguided populace, was 
ever executed againft an unoffending man? Or 
did it ever enter the mind of any man, that this 
claufe was intended to enforce the a6ls paffed in 
the reign of King William, for difarming papifts .^ 
and if any magiftrate had prefumed to pervert it 
to this unwarrantable purpofe, can there be a 
doubt, that he would have been feverely punifhed 
for his mifcondudl ? But the aft which was made 
on the fpur of the occalion, to meet a. temporary 
evil, was made a temporary law, and aftually ex- 
pired in the year 1784. And I am forry to fay, 
that the fame exceffes which had made this ftatute 
neceffary, were renewed fhortly after the expirati- 
on of it, and a new law was made to reftrain them, 
in which, however, there is no provifion. whatever 
to enforce the difcovery of arms and fimmunition 
in the poffeflion of papifts. 

Having thus miftated the laws, by whichcathor. 
lies are reftrained in the ufe of arms, in the fame 

fpirit 
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fpirit of exaggerated raifreptefentation it is affert- 
ed, that no Catholic has any fecurity for his per- 
fonal eftate, inafmuch as the law allows and en- 
courages the difobedient and unnatural child, to 
conform and deprive him of it. The unhappy 
father does not even by the furrender of his all, 
purchafe his repofe. He may be attacked by new 
bills, if his future induftry be fuccefsful, and 
again be plundered by due courfe of law. 

By theAcft of 2d Queen Anne, a conforming 
child was entitled to a maintenance and portion, 
tp be charged on the perfonal eftate of a Popi{h 
parent \ if the child thought fit to file a bill in the 
Court of Chancery for that purpofe. But this pro- 
vifion has been in a great meafure done away by 
the Stat, of 17th and i8th Geo. II. And by fub- 
fequent Stat, has in effeft been completely defeat- 
ed. The Stat. 17th and i8th of the king authorifes 
Catholics to purchafe lands for any term not ex- 
ceeding nine-hundrjed and ninety-nine years, at 
any .referved rent ; and enafts exprefsly, that no 
xnaintenance or portion fhall be decreed to a conr 
forming child out of any part of the perfonal 
eftate of a Popifti parent, fave that of fuch leafe, 
as. may be acquired under the powers given by 
that A61. The idea of the Legiflature, in allowing 
Catholics to purchafe lands for terms of nine hun- 
dred and ninety-nine years, was to give them in 
effedl the whole beneficial intereft^ in the land, 
without enabling them to acquire the freehold. 
But the many advantages both to feller and pur- 
chafer, arifing from this fort of transfer of land, 
were foon perceived ; and the adl of the 21ft and 
^ 22d of the King, enables Catholics to purchafe 
the freehold and inheritance of lands, as fully and 
. beneficially as any other defcription of his Ma- 

jefty's 
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jefty'a fubjedis may dq i fo that as the law now 

ftanck, unlefi a Cai^cilic fliall chuife in pu?ehafi«| 
land, to take a leafe jfor 995^ y-ears at a neminai 
lent, purfuant to the aA of ^7 and 18 of the kmg^, 
rather than to puvchafe the inhontanee which fie 
l»ay do, there is no fpecies of perfonal property 
on which the aft of-»d of Anne can operate; ii!^ 
fovour of a confOTming child. It is therefo4*e a 
rafli affertion indeed, conveyed in terma of bitter 
indignation and complaint, that the difobedient 
und unnatural child is allowed and eiK>our&ged 
perpetually to di^ib the repofb of his unhappy 
father, and again and again to plunder him by 
the eourfe of lam The faA is, that as the law 
now ftands, the a€| of queen Anne is in this parti- 
cular a dead letter ; and I do^ not- believe there h a 
fingle iivflance in which it can now be enforced. 

Having thus miftated the laws of which they 
c€Hfnplain, the perftms who a€fc for the CathoRes, 
proceed to accufe the landlords of Ireland of un- 
feeling and undiferiminate opprefiion ; they aCert 
that at the expiration of their leafes, multitudes of 
the Catholic tenantry are expelled from their 
farms to make room for Proteftant freeholders. 
So far as my experience goes, aad I think that 
few men are better acquainted with the fouth of 
Irek^nd than I am, where a very great majority of 
the people are of the Popifli iseligibn, I can fafely 
fey, that this ftatement is utterly unfounded. If 
the landlords in that diftriift were inclined to this 
Ibrt of oppreffion, the fituation of the country 
would mow effeiStually defeat it, for there are not 
Proteftants in the country to occupy the foil. But 
the great misfortune of Ireland, and particularly 
of the lower elafs of its inhabitants, is, that at the 

expiration 
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expcatioB of every leafe, the farm is put up to 
auiftwn, and without confide fi hg W^'ethfel: hfe be 
f roteftant orl'^pift, whether hfe J)e induttrloiis tor 
indpletit* whether he be folvent bfa'bfeg^at, the 
liijgheft Wdder is. declared tlxe tenant bjr tne la#- 
agent qF the cftate— I muft fay tfe thfe Ai^^txit 
or the landlord, and moft frequently MUch tti his 
advantage. It happened tb me ih the year i^t^^ 
to convafe the county in wiiich I live, ihd ©li ah 
. cftate which had been iaewly fet at !i,t^6ty61. a yeaf, 
^si xecolledlj t found but live pfbt€^ftaht tfeharttfe* 
But what are we to fay to the affertioh ii^ith. 
follow^ fchis tharge agaihA the landlords \E)f Ittl- 
land ? *rtat many of his majefty^s Cafholid fub- 
jfei^s, to preferve their lamilies trom tdlal deftruii- 
tiott, l\ibmit to a nominal coiiformity agairift 
iheir conviftion and cdnfcidncc, arid .prefefriHi 
perjury to famine, take okfhs which they Uttefi 
d^beJjeye- iLet me here mark the ch^faftel: Whtd] 
tko£e mfen give of that bcjdy of people who havfe 
aommitte^ their caufe to Iheiri ; — ^hey fiV, that 
many of their body who have cohTofrAea, take 
oaths a|;ainft their conyiftion and coMl^len'ceS ; 
oaitha which they utterly difbelieve. Thd oaths 
whiich a conformift takes are the oaf hs 6f fupre* 
inacy-, , allegianibe, and abjuratidn. T^if fiftt ^ 
^11 know a Catholic can't take wi'tti a fate coftfci- 
enbe^ becaufe he is taught from his cradld, th^t 
tlie ecclefiaftical fupremacy of the crown is A p^o- 
phatie ufurjaation upon the authority of the Pdpe» 
dedved to him by divine copdrfiiiJion. But t WvxilQ, 
a^ if on conformity, oaths are taken Which k 
CathoUc dl&clieves, whether is it fhe b^th df ajk- 
gjmxce or the oath. of abjufafidn which is ^agaiftft 
h« 4onvl<^ion ? By the'firit he ptofelfes lii§ Allegi- 
ance to hk majerty, by the lecond he difclaifng all 

C . ^ ille|iailci^ 
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allegiance tb the houfe of Stuart, and their title to. 
the throne. I am myfelf fatisfied, that the Catho- 
lic fubjedls of Ireland do heartily, willingly and 
truly take the oaths of allegiance and abjuration, 
.and the charge made upon them by thofe who 
have undertaken the office of their friends and ad- * 4 
-vocates, fliews plainly that by deviating from a 
ftraight line of truth in their ze^l for a difcovery 
of grievances, they have been betrayed into afts 
of great and' unpardonable indifcretion. — Their ■ 

obje<5l feems to be not fo much to obtain a redrefs 
of any folid grievances which may prefs upon the 
perfons of the communion, as to miflead the peo- 
ple of another country, and to incite the Catholics 
of Ireland to difcontent and tumult ; with which 
view it- is, I muft prefume, that they have been 
told, that the exifting government of this country 
has been in the habit of committing repeated viola- 
tions of a folemn treaty, and that the Popery, laws . 
enadied here fince the revolution have been enaft- 
ed in the diredl breach of the articles of Limerick. 
But the popery laws enafted in this country have 
no more relation to the articles of Limerick 
than any other code in the ftatute book ; firft it 
feems to be a perfedl new idea, that a general 
officer at the head of a vidlorious army, has any 
power to make a ftipulation with a rebellious gar- 
rifon for civil immunities for any of the king*s 
fubjedls, which ftipulation is to be binding not 
only on the exifting parliament of this country, if 
any did exift at the time, but on all future parlia- 
ments which fliould be elefted. What the valua- 
ble confideration paid by the rebellious garrifoh • 
could have been, or how it could bind the legifla- 
%S^s of the country, I. do not comprehend; and if 
any man can ferioufly entertain an opinion, that ' 

General Ginkle could by any capitulation which 
he niade with the garrifon of Limerick, fecure to 

the 
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the Catholics of Ireland civil immunities beyond 
the reach of the legiflative power of the ftate, 
he muft entertain a very lingular notion of the 
Britilh conftitution. But the fa(5l is, that not one 
of the articles of Limerick relates to the whole body ^ 
of the Catholics but the firft, which ftipulates 
for them the fame indulgence in the exercife of 
their religion, which they enjoyed in the reign of 
Charles II. and engages for his majelly's good ' 
offices with the parliament, to extend to them 
fuch further indulgences as may be confiftent 
with the fafety of Ireland. Let the men who 
complain of a violation of the articles of Limerick, 
compare the fituation of the Catholics at this day 
with refpedl to their religion, with their fituation ^ 
during the rergn of Ch. II. 

]By the aft of fupremacy, 27th Elizabeth, prieft? 
who did not take the oath of fupremacy, an4 
acknowledge their fovereign to be head of the 
church, were banilhed the king's dominions ; if 
they returned, they were fubjevSl to the penalties of 
treafon— :rnQ perfpn to contribute to their mainte- 
nance abroad oh pain of a praemunire: perfons 
difcovering them in the kingdom, and not inform- 
ing againft them, were fubjeft to fine and imprifbii- 
ment. No child to be fent abroad for education 
under the penalty of iqol. fubjeft$ who were 
aftually abroad bound to return within fix months, 
to take the oath of fupremacy* The acft of unifor- 
mity, which pafled in the reign of Charles II. pro- 
hibits altogether the celebration of the mafs, an4 
both thefe ftatutes were rigidly enforced during the 
reign of Charles II. infomuch that on the Duke of 
Ormond's quitting the government of Ireland, 
there were but 3 Popilh Bifliops left in this country. 

C 2t The 
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Xl\? ai^^s of feltlement an4 expianation impbfe4 
' f4r|1ti@r reftraints upen Catholrcs, which w^re att 
r^id'x <i\fo?ced (hiring the reign of Charles IP., 
Wb^t- i& tl\e fitu^adon of th^ Catholics of hrelancf at* 
tbxsi day vif ith lefped^ to, the exerciife of their rejigi- 
o^fi ? Jt is not i^>w barely under connivance, it ia 
p^t ynder tlie ^rofeftion of the law, upon condi- 
tipQs whi(;'h are eafily perfbrmed, and are not 
cpmpliain^ed of^ and thereby tfee real claufes in thj? 
a(Jls of fupremo^cy and uniformity, fo far as they re- 
late to the exercile of t;he Pbpifli religion, are, in 
Triy opinloA, virtually repealed; fa that if we are 
to Ipofc (9 the fiirft article of Limerick, which alon^ 
r^lat^s to the who^e body of the Catholics, f danQt 
fee that they have any fpiiiid^ complaint- that it 
has been violated. 

The ?d article of Limerick, which is what tkey 
p,i;ii\cipail;j^ rely vpon, ftipul^tes, that theit eflsttes 
Mjith a/1 rights and im,munrties belongi»g to theni 
(hall b^ refiored. To whom ?• Nojt to the whole, 
body of the Catholics, but to tlje garrrfona of 
Limerick,. Athlone, and £()me other fortifred places, 
aixd to officers, bearing cotnmiffions from James tt. 
Tjhefe are the perfoiis. to. whom alone this artrcfe 
e3f:tends ; and if any doubf could arife upon the 
conft^uftion of it, i^ has been removed by the ^ft 
of ;^ing WilliaipL confiYming the ai;ticles of L?me- 
ric^,, wnich ena(Sts that this fecqn.d article IbalJ he 
conftru^d only to reftore the per&qs comprifed in 
tto eheJr efta(;es as againft the kiijg^ j\ift as if^^th^ey 
had not takgn a |)art ia the rebellion, and: this too 
on th€ expr,?^ condition that they ^ouhj be ad- 
judged to bp comprifed in the articles of Liineri^k> 
within two y§ars fl^om the palling this a<5t ; and U. 
js wort^ Obf^fvJng, tha^: by the m^imry articles of 

Lirjfieric^, 
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'Lime9iahj attr opdontafiv^n tm.ajl perStos ^ntif% 
tl(Mt^t4 iba'^^m&of the, oa^itititai^ taqniit dm 
hitigdDNi, aoxi a^Aipiiiatian isiKate tfatt tfataj flialjr 
b» QOttfv^e^tfd tN3 Fmnoc^ at tht iiiig'& e^^ftefice^ 
Andb k" is^ a faA per&fil^ waB afcartaisiei,. db^t 
more than^ ac^oeaaf die native bsd^aviUbd ttiefon 
feWes o^ t|^ ftipolatieuv and vsoe acSue^y eoQ^^ 
vasped tOi Franeci at^ olie eoLpenffe of ohe craviitik 
wb9va they <]iGi£^toffftt»kitiienrfeire&ratbQy than txh 
live ajt« l3|omd und^r t}|e govranzaQBH c£ Kjjg^ 
Wilttapi. It? itt tkevafoi:^. a firaage a&rtkia tOD 
i»akd at*€h|9 dia^, tbat thfi^ enadbing laws, for (H£- 
anrnng PiEvpiO^' o^ for dS^fipibQingf them eck ¥ot^> wa« 
a broack of fai^ b3r the pavKantieiiit of Ireland* 
and an inftra^Qci of tile avtlples^. of Lioieckk.; 
T)w^ could iKU: in tlieir najtvuie haidl iW parlb^-v 
iHdnt) and if the^ conJd^ nothing in the. fliape 
o^ cjyil itmmuni^y \«a& fti^ttiated by Gcojecal 
(plinklo fk- 4die wfcote body of tbe Ronaa Cathfir 
He& I have' i^ltougi^^ itiight? thus. £ibi ta cosieA (Aa. 
g¥o& and exaggei^tedc mifFeprefentations whick 
haiyt* gone ibtth upo« thisi fiibja^ amd whdch h^«i 
been in ft)ma mea/fum- ochoed bp the tnuo itobbt. 
lords who l^oke laft, and halving boen oalted upmk 
by «hem, 1 e^nnot* but flfate* my a^xkms wiiih that 
the account of Catholic grievances may he fijwtHy 
fettled in this feffion ; no man in the community 
isr mo?e ready (kan^ I am to qtmt coolly and dif- . 
paffienate]^ invo the nature of their qlalm^. I; do 
jnolV folemnly proteftr that as an individu4],. I 
nevep have, nw mil 5 ever e«qv!i»e what may be 
the religion of'any inaii»«4f be* he an honteft majiv 
wbatevey h!;^ religion inay be» it ihaM never rnr 
flUence ma i^« n>y prlvato dealing!, amd the mot^ 
zealous any man is ai*taelied to any religion which 
he proft^&, j^bo greater cax^^nce fksiJsl I alw^y%* 

be 
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be itidlaed to place in him. But we all ]^now 
the influence which religion has uniformly had 
upon the political government of every nation in 
Europe^ and it is iii this point of view alone, in 
which I will ever conflder the claims of jthe Cjatho- 
lies in this houfe. If there be a claufe in the 
ftatute book which reflrains their religious worr 
ihip—^if there be a claufe which renders, their cha- 
racters, their perfons, or their property lefs feeure 
than the charaifters, the perfonsior the properties 
orproteftants,' let it be repealed ; but if any man 
can be fa wild as to look to a total repeal of the 
Popery laws of this kingdom— if any c^n be fo 
wild as to defire to communicate the efficient 
power of a free Pi^teftant, to a great majority of 
the people of Ireland pmfeffirig the Popifh religion, 
I do not fcruple to fay that it is an abfurd and;^^ 
wicked fpeculation-r-I aim fatisfied that fo long as 
the nature of men continues to bje what It is, it i§ 
utterly impoffible that a zealous Catholic c?in ex- 
ercife the efficieiit powers of government in fup.- 
port of a Proteftant eftablifhment in Ireland, or, 
in fupport of her connexion with the Proteftant 
envpire of Great Britain, and therefore, if I am 
the (ingle man to raife my yoice againft fuch a 
projeift, I will refift it. ' ■ ^ 

* 
It is not to the people who profefs the Catholic 
religion, that I look upon this occafion, it is to 
the principles of that religion, to which I know 
they are zealoufly and fuperftjtioufly devoted. 
The influence which thefe principles have had 
upon the political government of every nation in 
Europe for centuries. If unfortunately for this 
country, we ihall ever be induced ta make fp 
fatal an experiment, vye may reft afliired, that 

the 
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- the maintenance of a ' Proteftant eftablifhment, 
and of our connexion with Great Britain, muft 
once more be put to the iffue of the fword, and 
whenever the fubjiift recommended to us from th€ 
throne, (hall come into debate, I willftate without 
referve the grounds upon which I have formed that 
opinion ; I truft however, that no degree of lenity, 
or rafhnefs,. or timidity will ever induce the parlia- 
ment of Ireland to yield her beft fecurity, for the 
peace and profperity of the country committed to 
their care ; whatever events may arife, I will per- 
fevere in defending the prefent conftitution of this 
country, and tranfmitting it to pofterity, and in 

' fo doing, I am fatisfied, that lijiall prove the beft 
friend bf the people of Ireland, whether Proteftants 
or Catholics. . /, 

/ * • > 

Lord Dmoughmore made a few obfervations on 
what the lord chancellor had faid. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

JANUARY 10. 

.The earl i OP Tyrone in.the^fpeech wiih 
.which he prefaced his addrefs to the King, in this 

houfe, delivered himfelf as follows, refpefting 
. that part of the fpeech from the throne which 

concerns the JRoman Catholics : . . 

The 
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inGcndffd, ^it, 9ndt of tftifift^thrnng^ md Smi^uiig 
«if uimm *0f ^ dtfifipmns nf ^b}(»s in ftfp^t ^ ike 
itjkdd^hed vgf^intm»^ maft iti^ lire imftatnHMtts 
fipprabadou ^of this hmkft. tiomeoL tsan oh'p^ to 
tkSte primripiei kiad if Mibemlky to out' ft-o^AMKi 
X}adi6lic brerii^en is likd^;to prottiofie the fUdeefs 
of it) our :a(ia{n:ing this iivie of troodjtift tdwaf^s 
«beini mud be ^Uianateiy i^t. 

The ootiido(^ df diofe ^perfens with wii^m I 
hb!vt eh^ Itonoor tif being conrndhtd^ ihns be^n 
thix df aiiiferai induIgeneD to the* Cidiolia^, uaal 
liM »€N)uii6lkrn whidh wias Hiaiie 4h the iaft fdfiofts 

They refifted the claim at that penod^ beC}iii& 
the^ imagined that the condudl of certain men 
Jtrif llUK 4»i)r ^id Aoc allow, at tlmt tiAd^ e fa- 
vourable difcufllon. I cmifds I porfbflly digree in 
the propriety of the condudl of my connexions 
at that' period, and would have fupported them ? 
I ?ilfo cannot diffemble my fentiments, that the 
condu(5l of the Romaa -Catholics during the lafl 
fummer, had not been conciliatory. As however, 
their fituation has been recommended from the 
throne, on a principle grounded in wifdom, I 
think it impolfibJe for parliament to decline in- 
veftigatiftg* the ftibjetft in the Mleft-Wnner ; in 
doing fo, jny condudl will be guided by the great 
end recommended by his inajefty, the fupport 
of the eftabHfhed conftitution ; and if in the 4if- 
mSiOXi lOf the €athoUt fiibjedl^ it ^ftAn a|H^eir» 
that liba:alky«(>WQird6 ttoir claitm cto^mmte^eito, 
fO'lts tOJmakea«;dmafioh dauife hi Atppdrt ef tJhte 
cofi^tttCiamv I iliall &el in|d*df botKad in dui^, 
and in policy, to coateutin ihdbai^Aflired ae^maf 

be 
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be brought forward in their favour, dn tha^ fpecific 
principle, and for that great end> 

* r 

I truft, that if this line of condudl fliall be 
adopted by the houfe, that the Roman Catholics 
will not be backward in affording every poflible, 
affurance, which can be made on their parts, that 
their difpofition to unite in affedlion with us is 
fincere, and that a liberal conducH: on the part of 
the Protellants, will produce in them fentiments 
of moderation, of content, and of gratitude. 

In prefuming to defire the houfe to concur in the 
fentirnents recommended from the throne, I do 
not confider that they will be pledged beyond the 
mere principles contained in that recommenda-« 
tion. 

I fhall certainly confider myfelf obliged by it to 
difcufs the fituation pf the Catholics, but pledged 
to conceflioh only conditionally. If in the dif- 
cuflion it fhall appear, that liberality of conceffibn 
will procure additional ftrength to the eftablifhed 
conftitution, I Aall feel myfelf bound to adopt 
that line of policy. If, on the contrary, it fhall 
appear, that no difpofition to conciliate on our*^ 
part, is likely to engage the Catholics in a firm 
fupport of our conftitution and eftablifhments ; 
I ftiall then confider myfelf as open to adopt any 
other line of policy which the wifdom of the 
houfe may fuggeft. 

« 

^^ The hon. Mr. JVefley faid, in regard to what 
has been recommended in the fpeech from the 
throne, refpeifting our. Catholic, fellow -fubjeds, 
he could not r^prefs expreffing his approbation ou^ 
that head J he had no doubt of the loyalty of the 

D Catholics 
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Catholicd bf this coantry, and he trufted, ttiat 
when, the queftian would be brought forward re- 
fpedling that defcription of men, that we would 
lay aiide animoiities, and a<ft with moderation and 
dignity^ and not with the fury and violence of 
partizans. 

The Right Hon. Joht O'Neill declared, it gave 
him much pleafure to obfefve, that the fpeech re- 
commended to the attention of parliament the 
fituation of the Roman Catholics. The loyalty 
and good condudl of that people were rapidly re- 
moving the prejudices of the conllituent body ; 
and there could be no doubt, that his majefty's 
recommendation would have infinite weight not 
only with parliament, but with all ranks of pierfons. 

Col. Blaquire. — Every man has, I believe, here 
a right to reprefent any matter that may a{>pear 
to him as a tendency to diflurb the peace of this 
houfe \ and I muft confefs that in my mind, I 
ihimk there is great reafon to apprehend it. I 
read a printed paper about a fortnight or three 
w^eks ago, and I have read it (ince, ftated by the 
friends of the Roman Catholics, which ftrikes me 
to be a declaration to the approach of civil 
bloodlhed betwixt the Roman Catholics and the 
Prbtefiants, and I think the paper plainly indi- 
cates my a^fTertions ; and I beg leave to repeat a 
part of this refolution ; but firft I muft fey, that 
this paper writing was a refolution from a foci^ty 
compofed of fome of the firft men in this kingdom, 
and I could not help obferving, with fome furprife, 
that I read the name of a perfonage of the higheft 
* 4)uality, to have prefided on that day at the meet- 
ing, a perfonage eminent for his camkmr, and be- 
loved 
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loved by all for his affability. However, give me 
leave now, to repeat the very words ftated in (hat 
paper: 

<* Wis exult jto live in a country, where the 
Voicie of the people^ once plainly and decidedly 
uttered, is a thunder which no government dares 
Fefift, and before which all carmption muft dif- 
perfe; the tumult of intemperance may be derid- 
^ed and fubdued by the feefeleft rainifters, but it is 
rK)t within the limits of minifterial daring to refill 
the firm demands of the people." 

Is this language, fir, to be ufed to the (Council of 
the nation ? Is it to be intimidated? Is it to be 
forced to comply with meafures that may be 
thought to endanger the conftitution ? Such 
language, fure, can but be conftrued as a decla- 
ration of domeftic war., and as the forerunner of 
violent diforder. Would it not have been time 
enough for fuch a fociety to have ihewn their dif- 
approbation, when their requeii^ had been j^efuf- 
ed ? Is this like the language which an hpn. and 
learned member, ftated to the houfe at the clofe of 
the laft feffion, that three millions of people pame 
in an humble and me& humiliating manner, to 
aflc relief for their grievances, and that the de- 
cifien of this houfe, be it what it would, fhould 
be received by the Catholics moft thankfully and 
gratefully ? Now, fir, I (hall only he§ le^ve to 
add, that I do not think that t)iere is a man on 
this fide of the houfe, nor on the other, but ftom 
that declaration, has reafon to be alarmed, and 
that in the moft ferious manner. Sir^ if this 
houfe is to be treated with fuch indig^nity, in my 
humble opinion, there muft be an end to parlia- 
ment, 

D ? Mr, 
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Mr. Grattan aftet fome other obfervations, feid, 
permit me to cpnfider thp cqndudl pf our miniftiers, 
in its particular reference to that oppreffed part 
of his majefty's fubjedls, the Catholics. I do not 
mean now to go into their claims, I retain my 
former convidlion in their favour;. but if I were 
their enemy, I could not approve of their treatr 
ment. Our miniftry begins by pfFering th^m 4 
perfonal incivility, fo they ft^.te in (heir publlfhe4 
debate. I am not a judge of the fadt, but they 
are of the impreflion. They were fo' critically 
and equivocally fijtuated with refpedl to political 
and civil rank, that even courtefy froiji a lord 
lieutenant's fee. would have been a compliment^ 
and flight is an infult. They are the only part of 
his majefty's fubjefts fo fituated ; tlje patholics 
will be fopn in that fituation no longer ; ^fter of- 
fending the Catholics by manner, the next unad- 
yifed ftep of our mjniftry was'to attack them by ar-: 
tifice, and accordingly they endeavoured to detach 
and divide the landed intereft of the Catholics; 
from the body at large, which was an attempt to 
jdeftrqy the fubbrdinatiou of the common people, 
and to fet population adrift from the influence of 
property ; and leaft there fliould remain fl:ill 
ibme influence pver their minds, the minifl:ry 
make fome blind and imperfed overtures to the 
Catholic clergy, to detach them alfo from the 
claims of their flock, which was to detach their 
llocks from them, and to. leave that flock entirely 
jdeftitute of all principle whatever, pf fiibordina- 
jtion either to landlord or ecclefiaftic. lam not a 
friend to fuperftition or fubjugation, and yet there 
is a certaiin degree pf moral influence which the 
paftor may fafely have over his flock, and the 
landlord over his tenantry, without which I fear 
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you would extinjguifh the foul of fubordihatioti % 
however, the minifter endeavours to leave the 
Catholic, over whom the ftate cannot have by 
connexion any afcendancy,. free from any con- 
troul or check, either of their church or their own 
ariftocracy; and it is a ftrong prefumption in 
favour of that body, thus fet a drift as it were by 
the defign, that it recovered the principles of 
union, and has preferved the principles of fubor- 
dination, and fhould have left its enemies with-, 
out even a pretence to opprefs them. The next 
impolitic flep taken by ourminiftei- was the infti- 
tution of a paper war on the fubje^ft of religion, 
the declarations as you will find in the Catholic re- 
port of the tranfadlion, managed, procured, or 
fandlioned by government, led to counter declara-- 
rion, and finally, difcuffion at large, on . the 
broad principle of philofophy ; which rainiftiy 
knew was againft them ; and in an appeal to the 
people, who, from intereft muft have been againft 
them likewife, the mtniftry embitter this paper 
war, by its own rhetoricians arid fcribblers, and 
publifh notorioufly from the Caille fuch perfonal 
inveftives againft refpedlable Catholics, fuch con- 
tumelious ftufF, you muft recolledl as written, 
publiftied, and fpread by the Caftle againft the 
pretenfions and perfons of the Catholic body; 
iuch inve<9tives as muft have roufed the fpirit of 
indignation as well as liberty, to vindicate their 
fame ^nd fortunes againft a fcandalous and oppro- 
brious government. 

The next unfortunate error in this bufinefs was 
a declaration from a right hon. gentleman high in 
confidence, that on a certain event government 
yqul4 fupprefs the Catholics with the fo'rce of both 

countries. 
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cooatries. I incHne to believe the threat was ufi- 
authorifed ; nor do I pretend to lay it was uncon--- 
ditiooair; it was an a certain event, or fuppoiitian^ 
that thefe men committed fomet^iag which go- . 
Ternment might call a great offence; but who 
had a. right to faptpofe fuch a body of men will 
commit an aift which will juftify his majefty's 
minifters to levy war on fo vaft a portion of his 
peopfe : a liege fubjedl, living within the peace of 
the king, ta fuppofe him a rebel, in order ta 
threatea him with arms, is to tell him he is not a 
fubjed but a flave. Without difcuffing any 
.further objeftions ta fuch language, \t is fufiicient 
to fay thait the direift and obviotis tendency of 
ftich a menace, was to make the Catholic body 
attribute to the fucceffes of France that fafety and 
privilege which IhouM have appeared to proceed 
from the benignity of the king, and the juftice of 
parliament. I fay the tendency of fuch a declara- 
tion 5 but the effedl of it has been, I believe, only 
to maniftft his majefty's gracious and fignal inter- 
pofition, from his paternal love, for his loyal fub- 
^6h to afford them proteftion againft his minift^r. 

The next unfortunate error of our miniilry was 
their interference with ^rand juries againll the 
Catholics, becauf^ they were giving to the Protef- 
tant falfe hopes, at the fame time that they were 
excitipg againft the Catholics falfe fears. They 
topk the lead in fomenting a religious war, they 
i^egan jt, they afted in the mongrel capacity 
of country gentlemen and minifters, they afted 
jagainft the Catholics as country gentlemen, and 
encouraged the Proteftants as minifters. They 
Had, I underfland, informed the Britifh minlftry, 
that the influence pf t|ie erowp covild not induce a 

majority 
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majority to votie agaitift Catholic pretentions, and 
theft they tfaemfelves take a leading part to make 
that difficulty in the country, of which they com- 
plain in their difpatches. To the cotmtry gentle*- 
men they fay, will you bear that thefe men fliall 
get the eledlive franchile, and to the Britifh mifiif- 
teT, you fee theJGe coufitry gentlemen ; and the 
confequences of this condiKft is, that the Irifh 
miniftry becomes parties againft the people, and 
have a perfonal and couwtry intereft to exclude 
them ; not as. Catholics, but as enemies. 

Among other inftances of .the intolerance of 
minifters, was, fomething of a religious war im an 
addrefs from the corporation of Dublin to the other 
corporatioiis of the kingdom. I coni&der this pub- 
lication as the aft of the Caftle, the aft tyf their 
city delegation, the compofition of their city 
agents,. The city has been a long tim« the objeCk 
of their mifchief : whenever the city is left to her* 
folf, ibe will^verfpeak with moderation and pro- 
priety ; and her miftake in this addrefs has been » 
have tefigned her better underftanding to the 
intrigues and interference of the Caftle. 1 fliaUi 
obferve on this publication Co far as to lay, that» 
according to the fentence it pronounces, that the 
doom of the Catholic, in all times to come, is 
perpetiHal exclufion from the frandiife of the eon- 
llitution ; a*jd, according to the law that publica- 
tion advances,' the title of the l*roteftant to his 
Jands and privileges is the right of conqueft. If 
then the three millions of Catholics Should, with 
Ithe affiftance irf twenty-fix millions in Trance, 
tebtl and difpoffefs you of your properties and 
charters, they have in the city puhlication ah ata- 
t^aority, they have the la%v of c^^nqneft, ^andthey 

have 
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bave yeur excufe for appealing to the law of con- 
queft, becaufe they have by the fentence of the cor- 
poration, nothing elfe to relieve them from the 
doom of flavery ! 

The refult of this interpofition of the IrifK 
government in this religious war, the confequence 
of having poured their angry ingredients into the 
cup of religious fury, has been that, as far as 
relates to Irifh government, they have totally loft 
the confidence of the Catholics ; they have loft 
the confideilce of one part of his raajefty's fub- 
jedls by their corruption, and of the other by their 
intolerance. 

Hon. Z). Browne. The part that I have taken 
in difcuflion of the Catholic queftion in this houfe, 
and my connexion with perfons of that feft in 
my own country, makes if, as I think, incumbent 
on me to exprefs my warmeft thanks, and my 
higheft approbation of that part of his Excellency's 
fpeech that recommends the cafe of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland to the confideration of its 
parliament. I truft, the Catholics will not for- 
get the parliamentary perfecutions againft them, 
which have been unremitting fiqce the revolution, 
have ceafed from the commencement of the reign 
of George the 3di that he was the firft Prince that 
ventured to recommend their loyalty and grievan- 
ces to the confideration of their countrymen ; 
I truft they will be the beft prop of his crown, the 
beft fupport of the conftitution : if ever they 
Ihould for a moment forget what they owe to their 
beneficent fovereign, I will be aihamed of wkat 
now is my pride and my boaft, my attachment to 
them. Tied to them by every principle of heredi- 
tary 
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tary and perfonal regard, Ipledgemyfelf Jo th'erti, 
to this Houfe, and td the world, that my exertion? 
ioT their caufe fliall ceafe only with their perfedl 
liberation from the difgraceful ftate of civil difabi- 
lity in which they ftand. I have with fome trouble 
and care prepared a bill for that purpofe : totefcue 
my friends frorh flavery, to purify the la'W from 
abfurdity, is my warmeft wifh ; but it is a fituation 
to which my wiflies alone entitle me. His majef- 
ty's miniifters in this country will, Ifuppofe, bring 
forward his majefty's meafiire before parliament. 
i am perfeftly fatisfied to confign it to their care, 
ajid ihall be' content to give them my zealouis fup-» 
port, if the bill brought forward be what I think it 
ought for the Catholics ; I will ufe my .beft endea-^ 
vours with them to prevent th^ir embaraflihg thef 
meafure by unreafonable demands. If, contrary 
to my expeftations, it fhould be 'a half meafure 
for them, I will endeavour to amend it. 

Right hon. Mr. Hobart. — Although the right 
hon. gentleman has been pleafed to exprefs, in 
ftrong terms, his difapprobation of the condudl of 
this houfe, I fhould not think it refpedful to the 
gentlemen who compofe it, for me to enter into 
their juftification. With regard to that part of 
his^ fpeech which concerns me' perfonally, and 
particularly with regard to my treatment of the 
Catholics, I miift obferve, that he has meAtioned 
that the impreffion he received was conveyed to 
him from the publication of the debates in 
William-ftr^e t 

[Mr. Granaftj interrupting him, faid, 1 did not 
fay he had done fo, but that they had accufed him 
qf having done fo; for I was not a judge of the 
.fa(5t, though they were of the expreffion.] 
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i arp happy (refumfed Mr. Hojart) that the right 
hon- gentleman has called upon me, as it affdrds 
me an oppqrtunity of explaining my condudi 
with regard to the Catholics, and I trull the gen- 
tlemen of this houfe will do me the juftice to 
believe, that I am incapable of treating any de- 
fcription of his majefty's fubjedts with difrefpedl. 
Whenthe Catholics in the feffion of 1790, appli- 
ed to me on the fubjedl of the petition they defirett 
tp have fupported in parliament, I certainly jgav^ 
tiiem no encouragement, becaufe I did not con- 
fider myfelf warranted in fo doing ^ but if^my de- 
Glining to hold out expedlations of relief ^t that 
tim€ was any proof of difrefpedl, 1 am inclined to 
believe that the right hon. gentleman was equally 
guilty of it. And I know tnat altho' they applied 
to many other members of this houfe to prefent 
their petition, not one was found who would c6m- 
ply with their wilhes. Subfequent tp this period^ 
f relaxa,tion of the popery kws paffed in Great 
Britain, ahd expectations were then entertained, 
that fimilar meafures might be adopted here. 
With that view I had communications with fevetal 
0f the Catholics, and I did then recommend it 
ttioft ftrenuoufly to them, to adopt a cdncilidting^ 
line I of condu<Sl, as the only ground upon which 
thfey could hope for indulgence from parliament. 
Whether this advice was likely to forward their 
obj^s, I leave to the houfe to judge ; but 1 muft 
explicitly lay, that the opinion! gave \Va's riot to 
any particular defcript ion of Catholics, but to all, 
as I could prove to the right hon. gentleman by 
BamiHg them to him ; which I am ready to do* 
Wa4 this condudl purfued by me with a defire 
to fow difcontent ? No— it was with the beft inten- 
tions towards their interefts.. What difpatch'es the 

right 
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fight bon. gemleman may allude, to^ I cannot 
ppJHblj^ knpwj nor fhall ! ^ft fo inconfiRently 
"vjrith my duty as to di^ufs the lord lieutenant's 
dlfpatches here j t>ut I may venture to fay, that if " 
he h^4 J^ft y^^^ reprefetited to the Britiflt minifters, 
that the Houfe of Cominons would not then grant 
the ek<5i;ive franchife^ he would not have made a 
felfe rejprefentation. As to the grand juries— I 
^m not to defend the eon,du6i: of others ; but I 
mu& fay, after what has fallen from the right hbn. 
gentjeraan with refpe^S: to the manifefte c>f the 
metropolis, thftt I approved of ?^ as little as he 
leen3LS to have done.. 

Mr. Hariy^ aftei? making fome remarks on what 
^d pafled between Mr. Grafton and Mr. Hobart, 
f>iid, that he did not confider his right hon. friend 
(Mr. Grattan)as having charged the latter with 
any want of perfonal civility to the Roman catho- 
lics ; b.e certainly charged government as deficient 
in attentiojii to them ; but as to Mr. Hobart, no one 
who Ji^d obferved his proper deportment in the 
HouJfe of Comaions, could think of charging h4m 
with perfonal incivility to any man or fct of men 
whatever. 

. He tiien fald, that nothing had ever afforded him 
more fatisfaftion, than to hear that morning, that, 
his majeily had given it in charge to the lord lieu- 
tenant to recommend to parliament a reconfidera-r 
tion of the Roman Catholic queftion. -Never was 
any meafure, i« his opinion more fjaiight with 
hejaignity and true political wifdom., and, he 
would venture to add, that if foilowed up by par- 
liament as it ought., it would tend more than an/ 
thing eife to heal all divijions, and di-ffufe general 
pe4ce throughout th^ country ; it would, \n fact, 
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be the veftibule to. the Temple of Union among all 
true Irilhtnen. An hon. gientlemah (Mr. Wefley) 
\yho had feconded the addreft, had very properly 
laid, thatihey.fhould aA in this bufinefs as judici- 
ous temperate ftatefmen, a,nd not as violent; 
partizans. As for himfelf he did not know olP 
any gentlemen who flood forth as partizans for 
{he Catholics, though they had, and juftly, many 
warm friends and advocates. If, however, there 
wer« fuch, he (hould only fay. Lei the legijlature. 
take the Rpman Catholics to them/elves^ and fuffer no 
-fHan to go before them in the affections of the Roman 
Catholics. If the latter leaned to this or that man, 
qr any particular fet of men whatever, they did 
no more than men who feel themfelves oppreffed 
would always do, that is, look with gratitude to' 
thofe who fyrapathifed with them, and bid them 
to hope for relief. Could any mihifter or parlia- 
ment annihilate fuch propenfities } No. But they 
might turn the current of thofe feelings into fuch 
channels as might be beneficial to their country^ 
Was it agreeable to any rational policy, to the 
jnatural order of things, to fee the Roman Catho- 
lics, that is, the major part of the people of 
Ireland, at one time leaning on the crown for 
fupport, then looking for protedlion from fome 
enlightened Pjoteftants ; then following fome per- 
fons of rank of their own perfuafiqn, then fixing 
their eyes on diffenters, then ori both houfes of 
parliament, and after all, turning their backs on 
th^ miniftry of their own country, and flying to 
the foot of the throne for relief. Was this feem- 
ly ? — Was it to be endured much longer ^ And 
What was the caufe of it but this — that the Roman 
Catholic queftion was not* fufficiently underftoocf 
in the country, or that it had hot been taken up 
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by parliament on that broad and liberal ground 
where it alone could find a refting place. Moft 
wifely and juftly, therefore^ did his maj^fty, af 
the common father of all his people, call iipoi^ 
parliament to give all their ferious and impartial 
attention to this momentous fubjeft. 

Sir H. Langrifiie faid, when we confider with 
what uncea^ng induftry, difcontent and difunion 
have been propagated through this country for 
fome time paft, we cannot but be impreffed with 
fentiments of gratitude and fatisfaftion ; when we 
fee the paternal care recalling our attention to pre- 
ferve the ineftimable bleffings we enjoy, and to 
maintain the liability of our happy conftitution, 
by drawing clofer the bonds of iritereft and afFefti- 
on aniongft us ; when we fee the commoh father of- 
his people recommending to the wifdom and libera* 
lity of parliament, fo great and loyal a part of his 
inajefty's fubjedts as the Roman Catholics of Irela^^. 
we could not but feel a veneration for a fovereign, 
whbfe admonitions are benevolence^ and whofe govern- 
fnent is liberty. The Roman Catholics have at all 
times, oil interefting occafions, proved themfelves 
good and loyal fubjecfts, obedient to the laws, at- 
tached to the monarchy, and devoted to the con- 
ftitution ; as fuch I have ever refpedted them, as 
fuch) from my earlieft years, I have endeavoured to 
ferve them 5 and though, on fome occafions I was 
obliged to conform my efforts in their fervice, to 
the lenfe and temper of the times, I ha^ve never for 
a moment changed my opinion concerning the 
. merits of their claims ; and I muft do the prefent 
adminiftration the juftice to fay, they were ever 
defirous to go as far in their fervice, as they found 
the temper of parliament would permit •, that the. 
^"-' ' '^ . ptefent 
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{»refenc ^uefiioh was not what you woqld concede 
to thofe merits and thofe claims, but tKat you 
ifaould on a future day, in compliance with hh 
majefiy's gracious recommendation, take them 
intQ confideration ; that when that day fhall com^e, 
I ihould be happy to bear teftimony to one, and 
to fupport the other. That I would only fay at 
prefent for the Roman Catholics, that I remem- 
bered when they came forward to refift the invaiion 
of a foreign enemy ; and that I now faw them 
xeady to refill the inrafion, not perhaps of a 
foreign force, but of foreign principles ; for w^ 
have been informed from the throne this day, and 
we all know, that a great and populous nation hits 
proclaimed hoftility againft every ferious eilabliifa- 
ment in the worlds and afTumes to be the arbiter 
of our laws and conftitution; a nation of demo^ 
oracy, (as they call tfaemfelves) but in faifl a nati- 
on compofed of 24 millions of kings^ and 750 
fubieiHs : which 750 fubjecfls are in a flat^ of 
voflalagie and fubje^ion, more degrading than can 
be ezampled in the hiftory of •fiavery : who have 
eredfaed themfelves into a tribunal to try their 
king, without being entruft^d with the power to 
acquit the innocent j who call tbemfelves legifla- 
tors, without the authority to make a law. We 
all know that evil defigns, a reftlefs fpirit, and the 
pfarenzy of innovation, have laid fiege to the 
happinefs of the world ; and that the moft perui- 
cious 'doiftrines are induftrioUQy propagated 
through this country ; that every principle of the 
human mind, however dear from its utility to our 
happinefs, however indifpenfible from a fenfe of 
duty, however faci«d from the authority of laws, 
or obligation of oaths, had been avowedly attack- 
ed; that, thoufh tke<£ was in this country a 

inyltitude 
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inultidude of good and Iby^l fubje^ls who lek the 
bleffings of a fbvereign, difpenfing equal protei^ion 
aiid common jufiice to all ; though there was a 
force of loyalty fufficient to difappoint the ulti- 
mate ends of turbulence and fedition ; yet public 
diforder was fo great an evil, that the moft diftant 
appearance of it muft alarm our apprehenfions, 
and ball forth every precaution j for there ncrer 
was a new dbftrine, however contrary to reafon^ 
however fubverfive of happinefs, that did not in 
the vacuity of the human mind, find room for its 
reception amongft the multitude. That when .we 
confider fuch a country as Ireland, perhaps in all 
its circumftaiices the moft favoured fpot under 
hfeaven, in the ptogreffive growth of arts, agricul** 
fure, eommerte, and profperity, every day better 
than it Was the day before ; and not endowed witk 
the fullnefs, exempted from the ills incidental 
even to matui-ity, and tefs burthened by taxet 
than ahy country in Europe ;-*-bleffed with 
cowftitutlohal liberty, ikcted And fecute ais anjr 
that ftaiids recorded in the hiftoties of the world : 
when we fee fuch a country difturbed by tte 
voice of dilbotttent, or threatened by the hand of 
feditibh; when We hear and r^ad dodbrines propa* 
ga^ed which lend to level the monarchy, t6 ftib- 
verfc thfc coriftitutioh, and deftroy our happineft ^ 
when we fee the fhapfodles of fedition, the rudi-- 
ments of rebellion, hawked about the ftiieet*- 
like cominott merchandixe, for the ufe of mafiy 
fold ih greit bargains to wholefak advetitumiB^ 
witTi fevery fencouragemcnt to thofe who buy t0 
fell again ; or with a more mifchievou^ liberality, 
circulated gratis, as it w«re fcattered abdut by the 
winds, like the Sybils leaves of old, conveyitig 
dark prophefies to delude the people,. 4nd cheat 
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them out of their happinefs -, when we faw fuch 
things were, it was time to unite all conditions and 
perfuafions of men, whofe tenets were loyalty j 
the powers of the ftate, the force of the laws, and 
the weight of individuals, to reprefs the infatuati- 
on, and avert the calamity. 

Dodlor DuigenaHj faid, I cannot agree to the 
amendment propofed by the right hon. gentleman, 
becaufe fuch an amendment is evidently calculated 
^o entrap this Houfe into the expreffion of a fort 
of approbation of the claims of the Roman Caaho- 
lies, contained in their petition to the throne, and 
thereby artfully to obtain a 'fort of prejudgment in 
fevour of the catholic queftion by furprifc, before 
it comes regularly to be confidered and debated in 
the Houfe^ No man in this Houfe has a higher 
refpedl for the recommendation of our gracious 
monarch than I have, or will take more pains feri- 
puQy to confider the catholic queftion 5 but I have 
read in the public prints a copy of a catholic peti- 
-tion prefented to the throne ; and if fuch be a^rue 
GQpy, I pledge myfelf to this Houfe to demonftrate, 
that one third of it is made up of grofs mifrepre- 
fentation, and another third of it of rank and nO' 
torious falfehood : and if my moft gracious fove- 
reign has been mifled by the contents of fuch ^ 
petition, into an opinion too favourable to the 
interefts of the Roman Catholics of this nation, it 
fliall be my bufinefs, when the queftion comes re- 
gularly to be debated in this Houfe, to expofe the 
mifreprefentation and falfehood of this produftjioii 
to his majefty's minifters, and to the nation in ge- 
neral ; and to convince the Roman Catholics of 
the country, that fair,^ honeft, and due reprefen- 
tation of their iituation, will be hereafter more 
■i beneficial 
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beneficial to them. And as the recommendatio|i 
of his majefty to this Houfe refpeding the Roman 
Catholics, may have been procured' by fraud and 
impofition, (as for the reafons aforefaid I niupfi 
fufpedl) I fhall take care to withhold my affent 
from this amendnient, or form any other amend- 
ment which may tend to exprefs any opinion oh 
the Catholic queftion, till that bufinefs is brought 
regularly to be debated and conlidered in mis 
Houfe. 

Mr. Egan then rofe — I once thought myfelf ex- 
ceedingly unfortunate to poflfefs a feat in. thij 
Houfe. Three mHlions of his majefty 's fubjedls 
did me the honour to requeft, I would prefer their 
loyal, their dutiful, their humble petition to this 
Houfe. I thought it my duty, as a member of 
this Houfe, to comply with their requifition ; an4 
I endeavoured by my language to encreafe if 
poflible, the expreflion of their loyalty, dutiful; 
nefs and humility. The petition was, it is true, 
received, but to my aftonifhment, on the the fuc- 
ceeding day, the adminiftration expunged it and 
its reception from tTie journals of this Houfe with 
reviling calumny and precipitation. I then felt 
fome humiliation in even the execution of my 
duty. But, Sir, I feel heartfelf fatisfaftion and 
exculpation in the benignant and liberal fpeech 
of our moft gracious fovereign. We hear hisipai- 
ternal ^)enignity arid liberality recommending 
from the throne thefe complaints, which you re- 
jefted from the Houfe of parliament. I fee the 
fovereign of his people, in eiTeft the vindicator of 
my condu(5l, the reprover of his adminiftration, 
and the advocate of his oppreffed fubjecits* 

F ' Mr. 
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lytr. Bujhe faid, when the Catholic pecition w^ 
prefented, there was not a man who even profeff- 
ed an expeftation that the meafuires wbul4 thea 
te carried j* they profeffed a wiih for no more than 
that the ears of Proteftants ihould be familiarized 
to their claims, and a hope that reafon and juftice 
would have their efFeft, after tliat deliberation 
Which fo great a fubjeA required. The petition 
was not rejefted on the principle that their claims 
'Were* inadmiflible ; tTic very contrary of that 
principle was ftated, and among others it was 
ftatcd-by himfelf^ What was more right, or more 
natural, or more fuited to the dignity of parliar 
"ttient, than that on fo great a queuion they fliouW 
confer with their conftituent§, and take time for 
deliberation ? The refult of that deliberation, I 
truft, will be a great and fubftantial meafure, 
granting, them at once every thing, except what 
.jyould appear injurious to thodfe of both perfuafi-- 
bns. A twelve-month, the ufual tinjje for a Roman 
Catholic candidate to declare his pretenlions to an 
office, was not a very long time for them to wait 
^ before their pretenlions, great and general as they 
"* Ver^e, ihould be decided upon, nor mr us to delibe- 
yatef, before we revifed the policy of our anceftors. 

V Mr. R. Bhendahy rofe laft in tiie debate, he faid^ 
an^ad4refs, expreflive of loyalty tc^ the fovereign^ 
and unlhaken attachment to the couftitution^ 
Ihould ever have, let who would be in or out of 
^©iver, his cordial fuppbrt ; he did not, howdVeri 
confider.that in voting for the addrefs, any mem- 
ber was bound to any particular meafure, recom- 
mended from the throne ; and he confidered him- 
felf free, as to that momentous queftion relating 
to the Roman Catholic3. Having mentioned that 

fubjecSl 
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fubiedl, he faid, his feelings would ni3t allow him. 
to hear the, obloquy c*ft uppn.adminiil^atfon.fo^ 
their conduft on that queftioi^, in the lail fe;ffion^^ 
without taking his fljare of the cenfure ; he had 
voted with them ; he knew nothing of miniften^ 
but in that Houfe ; and on that queftion it was lair 
to fay, they divided with the largeft majorinr per- 
haps ever known, compoied of men the. feft. in. 
^harafter, property, and talents m that Houfe. 
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Mr. GKATTAN moved th^ following amend- 
ment be made in the addrrfs, dftei* the word ebnl 
Jfitutmy in' the ninth paragraph-: • 

'■ ' ' ' ■ ^ 
** We lidmire the wlfdom which, at fo critical 
a feafon, has prompted your majefty to come for^ 
ward to take a leading p^n in healing the politic 
cal dtflentions of your people on account of reli- 
gion. We ihall take into our immediate confidev 
ration the fubjeft gracioufly recommended froth 
the throrfe; and at a time when doifhrines peVpicious 
to freedom, and dangerou? to monarchical govern- 
ment, are propagated in foreign countries, wip 
ftall not fail to impreft your majefty's CatHolic 
fubjedls with a fenfe of the fingulUr and etetnal 
crbligation they owe to the throne, and to* your 
majefty's roy^l person and family." " ■ - ' ' 

F ^ MV. 
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Mr- Qnolly, faid, it was recommended from the 
throiie, that the libufe fhould treat their Catholic 
brethren with liberality. I have eve^ given my 
<:j6rt|fei to every 'mpafure propofed for their 
relief; I will noV ufe the liberality which the 
fpeech from the throne recommended : but I' 
will agree in participating with the Catholics the 
whole' conftitution, pnfy, provided they would 
jbin hand in hand with their Proteftant brethren, 
and lay the axe to the root of corruption. But if 
the fyftem of corruption fliall be continued, as 
at prefent, and if the Catholic? Wjsre admitted 
into the conftitutjon, it would be only making 
bad worfe it would be only throwing new diffir 
culties and new expence in the way of members 
Df parliament, which they, certainly would not 
be at the lofe of. 

Hon. D. Browne — I will vote for that part of 
the addrefs, that thinks his majefty for continuing 
lA>xd Weftmprland in the government o( thi^ 
pountry, becaufe I have fuppqrted his adminiftrar 
tion. I have done fo without office^ without hopd 
pf officQ, or eyer intend to take office.; — J have 
done fo on the principle that h^s diredled the vote^ 
pf other gentlemen in iny iStuation. I think that 
^ in the clafh of parties the peppl^ have genei;ally 
little concern. J pphceive that jvhen trade, reve- 
nue, public and private predit have increafed 
iinder. the :aufpiccs of government ; that no new 
taxes during the adm|niftration have been beardof; 
that no firetqh of power has been madq, injurious 
to the liberty pr property' pf the fubje<5t ; that it 
was a juAificatipn, ai^d that I owe it as a duty to 
my conftituents, tp lupport a governn^ent under 
which the cotrntry js in a ftate of unexampled 

Profpenty, 
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The tieal grievance of Ireland is the popery laws,, 
by which the majority of its people are precluded; 
from the enjoyntenf of thofe benefits; and I ana 
happy to expedl that the liberality ofvparliaruqjit 
will fpeedily do that injurious diftjnftion away; 
and then that the fituation of Ireland will be en* 
viable indeed, enjoying the bleffings of the Britifli 
conftitution without its debt or its t^xes ; all we 
fhallwant will be a fenfe of the Jiappinpfa wa 
fliaM' enjoy, if we pleafe it. I nev(^r tOQ^ 4i\ 
office from the principle of always having \t 
in my power to take that part in parliament, 
without reftrairit, that to my judgment? fuch ^ 
it was, feemed b'eft; that in the Catholic queftjoi^' 
I have voted differently "^ from government, and | 
would do fo had the ^governor been ray brbther| 
and that his exiftence depended on my vote ; but 
that I think it a juftice to government to ftate^ 
that the Catholic caufe.was oppofed in the laft 
feffion by the prejudice and interefls of their owa 
countrymen, and not by government. If the 
minifter of Ireland inforriidd the Britiih minii^e^ 
thl the could not carry the wifhes of the Catholics 
through the Irifh parliameht, he informed him' 
rightly i if he ftatfed, that the Protefl:ant§ o*ppofe4 
iilmoft univerfally the Catholics getting the elec- 
tive flranchife : Never, fince the revolution, was 
there more prejudice againft the Catholics, than ijf 
the laft feflion of parliament, and I think it was a 
llrong meafure of government to carry through 
for them what they got. From whence arofe thyt 
change in difpofition, that difplays itfelf now. 
limply from the change of the tim^s from the laft 
year to this? From a rational Proteftant feeing 
the impoffibility of maintaining a monopoly op- 
polite to reafon, to the bulk of the people, and 
the inclination of the ifovereign. 

1^ 
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, The Hon. Col. Hut chin/on. — Sir, the king ha$ 
been pleafed in his fpeech from the throne^ to 
recommend to your moft ferioais confideration, 
tfce Roman Catholics of this king^dom. By this aft 
Bis majefty has demonftrated both his beneficence 
ind his wifdom ; his beneficence, becaufe he knows^ 
diey have bten oppreffed ; his wifdom, becaufe he 
Is convinced that he does not poflefs a more attach- 
cd, a more loyal, or a more afFe<5lionate body of 
ibbjeds than they are. 

• I Tiad the honour of telling . you laft fefllon of 
parliament, that your prejudices on thia fubjeft 
would not long continue. Events have proved 
that I was right; and at the fame time, whea 
I fay this, God forbid that any man fhould fuppofe 
1 poflefs that infolent defpotifm of. mind, which 

Jould induce me to place my opinions as the 
^ andard of right or wrongs of truth or falfehood ; 
6t* that want of candour which would dety th^ 
an honeft tnan, with the pureft and beft of inten^ 
<ions> might not have taken a contrary part on fo 
treat and fo important a fubjeft. I am happy 
trhen I confider the line of conduft I then follow- 
(5d,' but. I cannot triumph in it. At a moment 
like the prefent, I fliould be forry, indeed, were I 
trapable of exulting in the huaiiliation of parlia- 
merit. * . 

1 am willing, Sir, to refpeifl majorities, even 
trhen I differ from the.m, as much as any man ; 
however I can never allow, tLat almoft all the 
integrity and ability of this Houfe were to be 
fcund among the 2 lo, who voted for the reception 
pf the Catholic petition. Om the contrary, I 
tbfnlf ^hat on that night I ha^ the honour m adt 

wita 



jav. u. commons. at 

with Come of the.ableft and honefl men wfaoid this 
country ever fawj one man in particular, whofe 
eloquence will Ibe felt and admired as long as the 
Englifli language Ihall be known and underftood^ 
or there ihall remain a man of true tafte in thefe 
kingdoms ; whofe patriotifm and integrity fhaU 
be revered as long as public virtue retains a 
friend : the hiftorians of tuti^r^ times will rank 
him among the benefaftors of nations; among 
that chpfen band, who deferve the recoliecTtion of 
a grateful pollerity, It will then be rememberedt 
that the fame man led this country to commerce, 
to conflitution, and to union. 

« * 

I hope to hear no more of corporate refoluttonss 
at leaft for the future, I hope they may be written 
with the fanicy of men, and the moderattoa of 
^gentlemen , thefe refolutions are I fear fometimes 
compofed under the oppreflion of indigeftion, or 
may be the hally ebullitions of fancies, warm witk 
wine. . ■ ^ . 

• • 

When I reatJ that Proteftant tyranny, and Ca^ 
tholic flavery, were derived from God, and that 
the misfortune of the anceftor was the charter of 
the defcendant, I forgot the blafphemy in the 
monftrous profcription of the claim, and in the 
fboliih affertion that Proteftant power had no 
better origin than force, and confequjently no Ifct- 
ter fupporter than the bayonet. 

MdLpi^ .Dcyle^ laid, the hiftory of paft ages has 
not produced, a moment more pregnant with 
awful events^ than, tlut at which I have the honour 
to addre& jou. But amidft the mainy feriow cwXr 
jidexatiojas which claim JQOX att^ioix> aur^ af 

predomii^dnt 
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predominant magnitude, irtrefiftably demands ex- 
clufive preference. What fubje(5l can Hand in 
competition with the happinefs of three-fourths of 
our countrymen ? Let me cotrc6i the expreffion ; 
the happinefs of the whole community is at a ftake. 
JFor it is the righteous doom of heaven, that 
wherefoever man fhall tyrannize over his brother, 
jealoufy and fear of the oppreffed blight every 
comfort of the oppreffor. Nay, were it poffible to 
fmot-her apprehenfion, the heart becon^es fo vitiat- 
ed by the habit of fyftematic injuftice, that it lofes 
its beft capacity of enjoyment. 

I abjure you, therefore, by every tie that cfan 
influence mankind ; by your humanity, by your 
juftice, by your deareft interefts, to weigh difpaflio- 
nately the fituation of the Catholics of Ireland, to" 
which his majefty particularly points your atten- 
tion, with a benignity only to be equalled by the 
wifdom of the meafure. The Catholic fubje(fts at 
leaft treble the number of all other defcriptions 
united ; their loyalty to their fovereign, and fide- 
lity to their fellow-citizens, has for a century 0ood 
unimpeached, under circumftances the moft try- 
ing, under opportunities^the moft inviting; yet 
thefe men ft ill remain as aliens and almoft unac- 
knowledged in their native land. 

In the maturity of merits fo long proved, they 
have, at length, come forward toafk from you the 
rights of citizenfliip. An hon. gentleman has faid, 
and even thought it an effort of liberality, that 
all privileges fhould be extended to them,'con-^ 
fiftent with the fafeiy of other perfuaiions, and the 
Proteftant Afcendancy. Sir, this is an invidious 
vay of ftating the queftion^ and not lef$ erroneous 

than 
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thaa,i9vidi,QUs. / J^p danger^xifts ftom the Catho- 
Jic particip^ticMi of privileges; it wolf Id ^ivp theiin 
Jt civic iatereft, which muft overbear every confid^ 
Mtiorf, ^pwin|[ . from jthe difFeri^acp of rdigipuis 
ppioiftn/ ; ' ■ 

1(1 .trjAth Kligioii has npught dfe to Ao wjth the 
nuefticp. H^ppf wo)iid it .be for rhe dathoiicsi 
;if their cla,im§ -were t6 be tried t)^ tlie crlte/idn p^ 
pur hpjj r^ljijioin^ ^hich pleaches tp it5 ^Howeris 
the l?4my fpirit of philanthropy^ aind teaches ui 
to do MLo fll} P^n c{s ^e would they Jtiouid do unto i/>r. - 

TJ>e ^^e^ftiQO now prefents Itfelf t«o^diilin(fljyjt0 
fuhni^ jof j^x^^ |:lpfles w^th whicfi petty' imereft has 
•h^rp^pfoxe 4j^.9^Mg»lfted its feal qtiaijty. Jf ther^ 
£[iQulc} ^e ya itfii's a,ffembly any mexi*, who for ^ 
iyfi^ ii^y^mage l^avp cpi;iftantly obftruifted tfie 
courie \pi jj*.ftice to tfie ,Cathdlics^ to ,fhe,m I wilj 
f?y ** ypu h^iye (hewn yourfelves unequal to 
e;njferaf e .py^ tk^ fiaryelim pirmy ^t^icy wbtch vou 
^e^lp^ tp ^^Wre."* Had it bepn your crbje« t{> 
maintain 9 difparity oi condition betwee.n the 
prote^fiptj ,?tjpd Catholics^ you ougjit to have cx- 
te^de^ to th,e letter at le^ fuc^ i po;:tiion pf ad- 
vajatageis ^$ ^Koj^ld ^^yc been a decent priQe for 
their'' ^Qtjvief^Ce jind fvibmiffion. *^ut in the true 
ijpirit pi)i4bfir4^r4 of jujtice^ you have 'hagg;!ed ,i Ji 
your b^^a^ 'f^\\ ^ gene^pv^ pf ide li^s forced thjg 
CiatlipUc to ,^fle.rt ttie inte^r^ty of tts b\rth-righti 
^nd deqian.d ,tbp ^U extent, of wjiat is due to hirii 
^s,t^xidUen,p/,a'^ee.comnpiud^^^ ; 

It J3 Jaid .they;]txay^ already .re^ceived beripfits frotn 
tli,e i^gi,(Ui;ujce. I ^ad^ijt it, an^ I 13^ that ^th^ 
cawniitry \^^ ifupjrpvgd accprdln^j. The ^rofpe- ; 
x!\tf ,pf Irefejiji .hsi? proG^pded pdh ^affu with Gatlio- x. 
^c ,ejg;i^cip^tion. Cotlvxnced diat the one canirot 
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be pcrfecSj without the completion of the other, 
I (hall give my voice decidedly and unequivocally 
for the entire and total removal of every dij^ialificatiou 
nohatjoevery which how preffes on the Catholic fub- 
jeifts of Ireland. As ai ftfbjedl devoted XA the in- 
itereft of my fovereign, and his illuftrious houfe; 
as a fervant, attached by every tie of gratitude 
to a Prince, whofe intereft mud be, 4s I kno# 
his afFe(5lions are deeply engaged in the welfare 
of this kingdom — ^and as an Irifhman, anxious 
for the liberty of my country, I urge the only mea- 
fure that can'fecure both; — Nil a£lum reputans^Ji 
quid fuperejfet agendum. And when I allude to that 
Illuftrious Perfonage, it is to a Prince, who, in re- 
turn for his geaejous protedlion, requires no venal 
derelidlion of principle, no flavifh fupprefHon of 
fentiment.— But who will give credit to the ho- 
nefty- of an opinion, though it may differ from 
his own inclinations — a Prince who has the mag- 
nanimity to fcorn the adulation of interefted pa- 
rafites, or the fervile obfequioufnefs of an intimi- 
dated head ;-— and who feeks a tribute^ worthy of 
confcious manlinefs, in the dignifying, becaui^ 
fpontaneous, homage of a proud and elevated 
people ! — The' houfe will forgive, I am fure, this 
irrefiftible efftifion. This will give you the ftrong 
government the hon. gentleman wifhes for ; \ff ith 
this aid you may defy Paine and all his works^ the 
French mania and all their Jacobine emiflaries; 
you will have a united people to bppofe to all ene- 
mies foreign or domeflic. Sir, I confefs, I love a 
ftrong government, becaufe t know that liberty 
cannot exift without it ; I will tell you how to have 
one ; make your people happy j and your government will 
^^>?rois(jr— adopt the motto taken up by your chan- 
cellor, I mean your late chancellor, bejuft and fear 
m^ and I am convince)] that hi$ majefty, by his 
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gracioufs interpofition in behalf of his opprdfled fub- 
)e6ts, has given the beft refutation to the anti- 
monarchical libels of Paine. 

tholic petition by the influence of the. Irifli admi-^ 
niftiration. The principle, Sir, of that rejedlioh' 
has been difavowed by the throne. Adminiftra- 
tion has now an intereft diftindl from the united' 
wifhes of the people, and their fovereign. The 
pi^ef^nt (jueftion, I feel i^ between a fovereign who 
has fa ved the people, and an adminiftration who 
wpuld have deftroyed it. I will vote for that fo-^ 
vereigu and that people. Their petition was 
rejeiSled by thofe who called themfelves their re*. 
IjrefeniativeS} the nexft year that fanje petition 
pafTed over that parliament, and approached the 
tlirone. Had it been rejected there, there rerixain- 
cd oiily one other throne for mifery to invoke, 
and from that laft and dreadful appeal, let it 
never be forgotten by Iriih gratitude, that we have 
b,eenTaved by the piety and compaflion of the fa- 
ther of his people. The oppofition to the amend- 
ment I therefore confi^er as conveying thefenti*^ 
-ment which we felt of the profligacy which ex- * 
pofed us, and of the gracious interpofition by 
which we have fo providentially beep preferved, 

Mr. Q?(?/f .— Sir, I declare that the charge againfl 
government, for having influenced grand juries, 
is totally deftitute of truth : I am convinced grand 
juries would not be influenoed by any government 
in the charge alluded to; 1 will not fhrink from 
openly and decidedly acquainting the houfe with 
the truth, fo far as concerned a grand jury of ' 
which I had been foreman : That I had pfbpofed 
to exprqfs a dif^ppi'ol^^tidn of the afliembling a 
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conventioit In. tBe metropolis^ a meeting t Mil- 
ceived to be aangerous to the coiiftitUtibii ; tlidf 
however, the grand jury had not acceded* to itiy 
wifhes/ Of agreed to any Tefolut ions ; that I have 
never caniiifted, ot even communicated to gdvef ix- 
ment wliat I haye^ done ; aiid, that an points thatt! 
I conceived the conffitutidn^l infereft 6f Trdand 
cc^cerneci in, I difclaim the idea 6t fconfulting 
goyirnment; that I am perfeifttv allured thact 
grand juries were fuperior to the influence of any 
government. 1 wave the difcuftdh df reform, ot 
pf the Rofnan Catholics; when tjiat important 
queftion comes forward, I hojpe that the" PTdt^ftanC 
poyr^r ayd government will be preferv^d. 

. T6e Right Hon. .the Provdji of TrMj toUe^if. % 
d^p^afe that I have never heard aiiv Ipeedh frotti 
the throne, one excepted; which has given me 
icf m^mch fatisf^(ftion as the prefenf. I aluti^ to 
that part of it, m which his expellericy has rtiefitU 
oned that he ha^ it in partlcnlaf ^pmriiiand frdfli 
his majefty, to recommend lucn niedftif eS ag ttiajr 
be moft likely to cement a general, unioft 6f fentl- 
ment; amonff.all clafles and de{cri|)ti6n^ of his 
maje^y's fubiedls, and a ferio'us attention to thfr 
fiiuation pf hl^ majefty's Catholic fubje(fts with 
wiidom and tiberaiity. I think this f)aft df th6 
fpeeich refle<Sked. the higheft ho^Qur on the fove- 
reigni the rninifters in whom he confided, and the 
Ipjd lieutenai?^ who deliverefl it ; I cor»fidet ^t as 
the harbinger of peac^and of liberty, the cerii^t . 
of our fociety and th^ union of four n^illions of 
Ttien into erne nation* 

^ The exception to wtich I intend to aliude was 
the fpeech of i^^^^ delivered, by one of the moft 
revered charaifters in Britain, antl ohe of the moft 
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itmithle mtA tipon earth, which de^Ured the ftee^ 
4om arfid iiide^endefic* 6f our legiOature. I con^ 
fid^r thk fpeech a^ a fe^iiel t^ that, &ml that a fre^ 
}^g)flature implied the freedom of its obje€k, and 
6f ad) bodies of nlen for whicb^ it h9m tor legiilate« 
Th^ right hon. patti^n of that meafur* (Mr. 
Orattah) never intended to exclude jfrom tbi 
tie^efit df it, three^fourths of his fellow fubje^. 
With what juftice could we have complained of 
the injuftice of binding us by the a<5ls of a legifla- 
itnre Where We \ete not reprefented, if we were 
4*termihed to perfeveite in exerting that power 
onrfelves ? Such countties alone are worthy of 
liberty u are ready to diffufe it for the happineft 
of mankind ; thofe of a contrary defcription. are^ 
unworthy of that blefTmg, and will not keep it 
loilg i vthion could only be efFe6led by repealing 
thofe laws which were complained of, by a great 
majority of (nit people ks injurious to theix com- 
mbft law tights ; among thofe lawsl coiifider th« 
a6t of the t ft bf the late king^ excluding the 
,koman Cathdlics hotti voting for members to fit 
in jkarllament. 

I think the legiflature had no power. t5 mak^ 
fuch a law. Thofe perfons were part of the con- 
ilituents who had eleiked the Houft of Commons, 
who concurred in making it, and one of their 
firft a6lJ was to exclude from the right of the elec* : 

tion, part of thofe conftituents by whom they 
were elefted, and whofe repfefentfttlves they were j 
nor had they any right to deprive their fovereign 
0f the afliiftanee of a majority of his fubje6:s of 
the exercife Of this fifanchife — I affirm this to be 
unjuft, and declare^ that in toy opinion no con- 
ftitution could be happy, or deferve to be (o^ 
which was founded- in an aft of flagrant injuftice. 
"•: • ' " - ^ The 
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The proceedings in 17*2 were a renovation of the 
old cpnftitution of Ireland, to which the Roman 
Catholics, as well as the ProteftaAts were entitled} 
jtnd that exclufion was more fevere againft the Ca- 
thplics, becaufe the benefits obtained in tne yera 
1782, particularly the independence pf the legifla- 
ture, and the repeal of Poyning*s laW, were what 
the Catholics contended for in the years i743^nd 
1788. _ ' 

No man difapproves -more warmly than I do, of 
the means then ufed for the acquiiition of thofe 
obje<5b;'but thefe were proofs that this clafs of 
men were lovers of liberty, and friends to the 
conilitution of their country, from the benefit of 
which they ought not to be excluded. With a 
Proteftant King, and a Proteftant Houfe of Lords 
and Commons, I think neither the church nor the 
ftatc will be in danger. I am convinced, it will 
fce . found - fo in experience, and that the^ world 
would be hereafter Ibrprized, that any^ difficulty 
had been made in reftorin^ them to the tights^of 
-frs^nchife^ I remember all the ftruggles that had 
been made for the laft thirty year^, for the emau- 
cipation of the Cathblies. 

. J n every one of thofe initances ' great alarms 
were raifed throughout the kingdom, and it was 
bbldly aiferted that thofe innoyaiioris, as they 
were then called, would fubvert the Proteftant 
government and Proteftant religion. But what 
was the fa^&i Not one of thofe* laws, againft 
which a clamour had been raifed, has ever proved 
in the fmalleft degree prejudicial to either. The 
firft of thofe attempts was to allow them to extend 
l^ads by eligit, or in other words, to allow thofe 
people to make ufe yf the fame benefits for reco- 
/ very 
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very of their juft debts, tliat other {xxhje&s were 
intitled to. The bill however, after the raoft 
violent oppofition, pafied both Houfes of. Parlia- 
ment, but upon a i^prefentation to Lor<i Hardwick, 
who had been Lord Chancelior, tlfat the law 
would be be prejudicial to the Proteftant religion> 
and to the coftne<Sion between the two kingdoms^ 
* the bill was (lopped in England. 

• - * 

It IS but Juftice to the memory of that noble 
carr to fay, that the fubje«5l was afterwards eK- 

Elained to him, that he was concerned for what 
e* had done, and promifed hi& afliilance if the 
bill lliould be again tranfmitted. The Catholics 
were very much alarmed at this difappointment, 
but were then affured that they had thi^ right by 
common law, and that no a(<ft of parliament had 
deprived them of it. The queftion wasafterwards 
brought before Loid LiiFord, who expreffed hii^ 
furprize that any doubt cpuld have been evef 
entertained of their right to iffueeligits; and yet 
this fubjed had been- confid^red in parliament -M 
of a moft alarming nature, and asiiighly prejudi-^ 
cial to the church as 'well as to the ftate in Ireland. 
The next attempt was to allow them.to take> 
mortgages. The objccft of the bill for that purpo(<^ 
was founded on the cleareft principles — ^for the 
benefit of Proteftants, to enable them to borfo\r 
money at moderate intereft, anArhat the Carholies* 
ihould give the beft fecurity for their good behavi- 
our, by lending their money on lands. This bill,- 
after great oppofition, paCed the Houfe of Com-'i 
mons, but wa« rejeif^ed-by the Lords., I 

. . . • » 

The aft giving them liberty to purchase the 
inheritance of lands, raifed a great outcry ; it was 
altered in the commons to a liberty to take leafes* 

V . ■ for- 
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for g9pyeatSy u a raiiewal i^nt; ap4 pafled iqi 
tbat form with great difficulty.-— The Xj^thoUc^ 
ivere 4e)ei5led ; but w^e aflured, a« the rev^rfip^ 
>7ouM be 00 itdvaiUage Co <ihe^ froteflant feller^ 
aii4 a«J the term for years would, not bring fo a\^cl^ 
;noncy to him as 4^^ fale of the inheritance ; tkaf, 
all peKoiDS would be agreed, on the experiei^tce ^ 
thofe fadls, to give |tJjre«n lib^ty to pvircfrafe ini^T 

ritances. 

• • ••• 

Such was the exent ; and thofe laws which Mrert 
reprefeiiteid a^ highly injurious to the Pro^ftant 
ioftsT^ft and religiw, have never been ^up^ded 
With any pnejudice to either. By invefting thejyf 
joQmy in the& purchafesj the datbolics gave 4» 
ih0 fiate and to thie kingdom the beft pofii^lis 
ieci^rlt^ for their attachngie:nt to both.*-T*-Wbea 
mre. ioak back .on >thofe trainifadlions it is i^coijceiv- 
^bfei how. it Qould Itave entered 4nto the heart 
of ms^ t0 obje^ to any of thofe meafures, or 
ihat ^my vi^d^rftajodi^g c^mli b^ fp M^eak a^s to bt 
M&pr^d by fucfh obje^llMis. 

B»t ihofe prejiidiees haye n^t been confined t^ 
^s body; of men only. When any relief ti^p 
h^en Bi^cmpteA to any ireligio^s fet^, it was cla^ 
HKiused agaiaft ^s faux innoyatiftn |iiljttrio^s to jth# 
Brmcftant inteieft. We all rememt>er the Wipe- 
mms publications agaiuft the repeal af the facra- 
znental teft, in.fupport of which I have encwnterejj 
vecy ilirong oppofition. The . a(5l for confirming 
the marriage «df diflemters by their ow^ clergy hfi$. 
been alfo very ftrongly oppofed^ and pcedic^iiw* 
of the moft fatal confequences were made ; but 
what has been tke ^vent ? Has any o^e incpn\^epi- 
eaoc -hepn felt by any pf thofe laws im any^part of 
this kingdom? I think not* ;^ftd «r>^fttipp tbdG^ 
federal inftances as cautions to gentlemen not to 
fufFer their minds to be impreffed by any ill confer 

quences 
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quenc€S which the imaginations of certain men, 
who are ever hated on thofe fubjecfts, Ihould enter- 
tain or endeavour to infufe into the minds of 
©thers. 

As the Jiead of a Proteftant feminary, I fliall 
think myfelf as much bound to fupport the church 
of Ireland as if I had the honour of being a 
"bifhop ; but I am convinced in my judgment, 
that the relief of the Roman Catholics would give 
additional ftrength to both church and ftate by 
removing religious prejudices. I have been ever 
their advocate, and fhall continue to be fo while 
their requifitions are reafonable. I have always 
jecomniended it to them to look up to the royal 
protedtiori. All tlje' favours they have received 
nave proved that my advice was well founded : 
and I have never failed to recommend it to go- 
vernment to attach fuch a great portion of our 
fellow-fubjedls to the crown by every proper aft of 
favour and conceflion. I truft they will now 
receive the protedlion o/ thofe concerned in his 
Majefty's government, if it (hould be otherwife, 
which I have no reafon to believe, I fhall be in 
this^ particular under the neceflity of going 
againft government, ^ 

I approved of the addrefs as far as it went j but 
think it does not go fai- enough. Whenever the 
crown has thought proper to recommend any 
meafure to parliament, it has been the conftant 
mode of parliamentary proceedings to return the 
king thanks for his interpofition. There never was 
an interpofition that called for the grateful ac- 
knowledgments of parliament more than the 
prefent. It has been aifo tt(ual to add, that the 

H -^"- Houfe 
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Hoofe will take the fubjefl iiXQ its immediate £;pja- 
fideration ; forae words to that eff^(^ ihoulfl te 
now added. It will be alfo proper .that this ^ddrei^ 
fliould inform the Roman Catholics of this king.- 
dom how highly they are indebted to their fove- 
r^ign, and that this conciliatory meafure had pro- 
ceeded from hi& gracious interpofition. 

An amendment had been propc^eql to this 
efFedl, with ivhich I entirely agree ; the objeftio^ 
to the words religious anitnofity^ contained in ity 
does not appear to me to have weight ; but Ciijch 
as it was, might be eafily obviated, by changijiig 
thofe words into the following, which is really th^ 
fadl, politicdl differences arifing from religion. 

Rt. Hon. ff^' J?; Cpnyngham.'^ir^ though manjr 
obfervations have been made in the couife of the 
preceding day, moft of which I intended to 
take notice of in the time that the feveral fubjeite 
ihopld come before the Houfe; yet as every 
jniember who had delivered his fentiments haa 
avowed his determination to fupport the conililu- 
tMvi in king, lords,* and commojis, dnd thp 
neceflity of ftrengtheni»g his jnajefty's govern- 
ment, at a crifis when foreign enemies were likely 
to add to thofe internal ones, who had endeavour- 
jpd to fap jthe foundation of the conftitution by 
their feditious proceedings, I ihould not have 
troubled the Houfe, as I trufl my attachment tp 
the king and conftitution were well known, had 
not the gentlemen, in the general obloquy of the 
adminiftration thev were anxious to villifyy involv- 
ed the moft ufenil clafs of the people of this 
country-— that clafs who know the fentiments, ani 
feel the real interefts of the people of Ireland— ithe 

refident 
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^e:fi^en^ geivfecpieKof the country, who attend the; 
iffijZ^s,, "and are ufiially members of the feveral 
|ria^(t juries^ 
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. Gantlemaii: who had fo properly painted the 
^rit|cai fiitu^^tion o£thefcingdom, and t:he necefldtj^ 
^i pi;pi]|kOting every plan oiF conciliating the 
^riinclp pf .tTie inhabitants of different perfuafions, 
^ixd:k^^^ z {ita,n%^ method taeffed that plan by 
O^iffepypfentin^ th^ intentions of the refolutions 
that were enteredanto laft fummer by the feveraJ 
^fi^, aoid grand Juries of the kingdom, and 
cliargini ijhofe refpe^We bodies, as the dependants 
of whait t^e^ call a profligate adminiftration- 
GeatlenieA flibuld know a little of the country of 
^lela^d^ before they take upon them to cenfure 
tihofe wHo a^re her bell friends^ thofe are the refident 
country gentlemen. It is not by fpending their 
time near the capital, never giving any attention 
tfi.thfdr terlantry iji the country,- or taking their 
ffiftte ^n ^iie duties of country gentlemen, that 
yo^y c&Ji be fudges of their fentiments. Certainly 
tfi^Jxy of thenv have merit in exercifing their 
abilities in fuppOrt ol the ' conilitution, but are 
iotfklly igpqrant of the country. If they Ihould 
atte?id; tboi^ grand juries, they would' know the 
real fentiments^ of, tlie people of Ireland ; they 
woiild knofi they are not dilated to, and they 
woiUd know that thofe country gentlemen poffefs 
that honeii jealoufy that would fpurn with indig- 
nation at fuck minifterial propofitions. I entreat 
gontlempn not ta aggravate any jealoufies that 
x^ight iaye ^rifen, which woula be as fatal as 
^r tie crew of a ihip in the midft of the ftorm, 
inttea^ of uniting to fave the veffel, to revive 
their private anitnofities, and charge the captain 
with his paft cruelty and iU ufage. 

Hz I believe 
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I believe, Sir, the bed refutation is to ftate facfls 
that came to' my knowledge, that I had been in 
the north of Ireland at the time that t received the 
firft notice of Mr. Byrne's circular letter. The 
plan recommended was fecretly attempted in that 
part of the country, and copies of Mr. Byrne'i 
letter haying been printed at Derry, by order of a 
Roman datholic Prieft, they fell into the hands oi 
the mayor, and the gentlemen of that city being 
very much alarmed at the arguments made trie or 
by Mr. Byrne, fimilar to thofe of the iriends of the 
French revolution, and hearing that the plan waj' 
fecretly attempted to form a convention fimilar to 
the national convention of France, advifed the 
chief magiftrate to communic4te the intelligence 
to government. I was informed that the anfwer 
given to that magiftrate was that government could 
not at that time give any advice as to what toW 
proper to be done. , 

This tranfaClion happened a very few day$ pr6* 
ceding the affizes where the refolutions were pafied. 
I again advert to the imprudence of fomenting 
jealoufies between the refident proteftant gentle- 
men of Ireland and their Roman catholic brethren, 
with whom they lived in the greateft Cordiality, 
though they might differ in political opinions. 
Sir; I think it would be wife to look to fome adls 
in ihe courfe of the feflion, that (hould come home 
to the feeling of the people. I applaud the ideai 
of a tax pn abfentees, though not faA^ourably com- 
mented on by a former fpeaker. I have endea- 
voured, formerly when introduced into this houfe, 
to give it my warmeft fiipport, but I think i^ 
fhould be applied in a different manner from whai 
was the intention of the former promoters of it. 

Fron^ 
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From my knowledge oF moft parts of Ireland, 
there was a vifible difference in the face of the 
country where the lands were in their poffeffion, 
from that which enjoyed the influence of the 
refident proprietor. ^ The encouragement given to 
induftry, the influence of the circulation of wealth, 
the protedlion afforded to the tenantry by the refi- 
dent landlord, were every where vifible ; and by 
long obfervation, I am convinced, that the tumults 
which have taken place in Ireland in various 
parts, within my memory, have moftly originated 
on the eftates of abfentees. I think, therefore, it 
was by no means unreafonable, that in fuch parti 
of the country where the induflrious tenants en- 
joyed no. benefit from the reflux or circulation of 
that wealth which was furniihed to the proprietor, 
a fmall fhare of that wealth fhould be appropriat- 
ed to the alleviation of the local taxes of fucTi 
tenantry, and which tax ultimately tended to the 
to the improvement of the eftate that paid it. I 
fhould therefore propofe, that the tax Ihpuld be 
appropriated to eafe the country taxes when raif- 
> ed ; and that I will fupport any meafure of the 
Icind which Ihoijld be introduced into th^ hoafe, 
as, a meafure highly beneficial to the induftriouf 
part of the commi^nity. 

The Solicitor General (Mr. J. Toler). — As to 
the rejefting the Catholic petition by the Com- 
mons in the laft feflion, the Rt. Hon. gentleman 
(Mr. Grattan) would be pleafed to recoiled!: that 
the propofition to rejeft it was moved by a par- 
ticular friend of his own, and that the qualified 
manner in \vhich that propofition was acceded to, 
amounted to a reiiftance of the principle that the 
future 4ifcuflion of the fubjedl Ihould be preclude^ \ 

and, 
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Anrf, that It devolved upon himfelfoh that occafipn 
ro move an amendment to .the reitolutiari of rejec- 
tion, to guard againft the houfe conclucting o« 
furrendefing its deliberative faculties on the Ca- 
tholic queftion, which he tTieri foretold that thi? 
fcircumftances of this country,, the liberality of the 
times, arid the wifdom of parliament might make 
it wife t6 adopt ; although t1ie temper of the day 
was hot fiilted to receive it. t was alw^^ys of 
Opinion, that although it wbuld be wife to con- 
eiliate the Catholics^ I will never fubmit to an^ 
meafure that ihould affront the feelings or the 
fpirit of. file Proteftants. 



• G^ntlem^n had argued as if there had been 
a^ fpirit of perfecution peculiar to the polrcy of 
Jreland, though the truth is, that there h no 
counlry on earth that at prefent is fo little liabk 
to the iWiputation. Bigotry and fanaticlfm had 
been fo foothed to reft, that ledition was indufhri- 
vm to rouze them, and make the Catholics forget; 
that fcarcely a feffion has paflTed that has not con- 
ferred a fubftantial favour from a Proteftant par- 
liament v^^ith that liberal and enlightened fpirit, 
that had firft reared the temple of civil liberty, 
which I hope the Catholics will approach with 
reverence and refpedt. 1 have every reafoit to 
believe, that fuch was their difpofition. I long 
had an opportnnity of knowing them, and parti- 
cularly in the provinces of Munfter and Con- 
i^ught ; in the latter of which I found amongft 
the Gatholies as high a fenfe of honor and loyalty 
amongft the gentry, and as amenable a difpofition 
amongft the lower order> as could be.found in any 
eountry in the world. * Now, Sir, I do not wifh to 

ihut 



1 
J AH. II. COMMONiSL s$ 

leave f hofe men uad^r an o^u^ion, tliat tbey are 
iibut out as dangearoiis aliens^ an^ in an aptitude 49 
be negociated upon by evefy ^contemptible agitator 
that would trade upon thofe good people, as he 
mayhav? done on bad poplins, and pretend that 
he has a power to traffic on their loyalty as he 
might do on changeabje luftrings. 

The magnanimity of parliament will put an 
end to the mifchief, and teach them where to look 
for protedlion, at the fame time that it will enlarge 
the bafe on which you ftand, and give more 
fecurity and fymmetry to that pjraniidical perfec- 
tion which Is ^he adntiration of tht world.-, it will 
make difcreet Ufe of thofe folid materials, whicji 
though the caution of builders rejefted, anH 
although you -will not place them at tbp Itead- 
ttone in the corner, asnot fuited'for the ^olifhed 
ornaments' of the ftructure, wilLyej coiijiri.buteto 
its ftrength, if not^left loofe and •fcattere4 fo as to 
be ready for every defperate hand that wifhes to 
affail you. In the progrefs of this gr^at work, 
1 could wifh to look up to the opinion of the 
experienced and the wife, and would lament if 1 
irere to differ in fentiment from any of thofe ' 
whom I have ever revered, or to throw my arrow 
o'er the houfe and wound my brother \ but I would 
inculcate the great -and divine principle of peace 
on earthy and good will towards men. 



Mr. Grattan's .fimendQient ^at length failed :iii^M. 



/ 
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Lord Tyrone gave notice that he did not bold 
himfelf pledged in the Catholic bulinefs further 
than difcuffion.— Adjourned. 



FEBRUARY 4r 

Mr. secretary HOBART rofe to prefent to 
the houfe the petition of certain Roman Catholic 
Bifhops of Ireland and others, 6n behalf of them- 
felves and their fellow-fubjedls of the fame perfua* 
fion. Though I am happy in having the opportu- 
nity of laying this petition before the houfe 5 yet, 
neverthelefs, I do not confider my felf pledged to 
agree with the petitioners in the fulleft extent of 
their defire ; when the fubjeft comes regularly be- 
fore the houfe, I will ftate my fentiments moref at 
large ; at prefent I will not trouble the houfe any 
further than requeuing that the petition might ht 
read. 

The petition was then read as follows : 

" The petition of John Thomas Troy, Roman 
Catholic Archbiftiop of Dublin ; Dominick Bellew, 
Rothan Catholic Bifhop of Killala^ Richard 
O'Reilly, Roman Catholic Bifliop of Ulfter; 
Thomas Bray, Roman Catholic Archbi(hop of 
Cafhel ; Richard M'Cormick, Thomas Fitzgerald, 
Edward Byrne, Thomas Warren, Denis Thomas 

Q'Brien 
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O'Brien^ Valentine O'ConnpVi Hugh Hamill, 
Chriftophqr Bdlew, and feveral others whofe 
names are thereunto fubfcribsd, on behalf M 
themfelve? and the reft of the Cathplics of Ire- 
land \ letting forth, that the petitioners ar-e fubjeft 
to a vajciety of fevere and oppreffive lawsj infli^- 
ir\g on them xoafaiJities and dif(jijalifications un- 
kliowa to any other defcriprioh of his majefty's 
fubjeiSs, the further qontiiiu^tion of which they* 
hAiii>bly conceive their dutiful demeanor and un-> 
remitting lo^'ajty fpr ^bove one hundred years^ 
Tuuft evince to be ec^u^lly impolitic and unnec^f* 
faryj that this fyfl^em of injurioqs exclation has 
op^pted iibt lefs to the partipuJatr depreffiou? e4 
the C^-tholics of Ireland, than to the general oB-^ 
ftriicSion of the true and manlfeift int^r'efts oF the 
country; the petitioners therefore humbly priay, 
th^t the houfe may be pleafed to t^ke the \yhole of 
their c^fejntp confi4eration, and in conformity to 
th^ bejiigi\ wifhes of hi^ m^jefty, for the union ol 
^n his people in fentlment^ affeijlion, ^^^^ intercft, ^ 
tQ reftpre the petitioners to the rights and privileges 
^f $h^ cojxftitution of the country. 

Rigbt Hon. Sir H^nry, C^njendijh. — <[ rtfe to obfervd 
ai$ tQ th^ fignatjures, that I wifli the word tiPuliop 
hiwi been prefixed to the virord Bifhop ; I fubmit k , 
to the friends of the Roman Catholics, to all thofe 
.who wifti to extend privileges to them, whetlief 
thefe fignatures fhould ftand as th^y were ? — They 
afTumed a tit^e which did not belong to them, a 
titl^ which thfe laws of the country bouJd by »o 
raeiiiis recognize ; nor do I think the worda ^fli««i( 
Qafholic do gway my objeftion. However, if this 
objpftipn could be done away, I will not be adveyfe 
f! to having the petition Jaid on the t^ble. 

I Nothing 
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Nothing was faid in fupport of the objedioii 
urged, by Sir Henry, of courfe it fell to the ground. 

I^he petition was received and ordered to lie on 
the^ablel 

Right Hon. Mr. EfobarS.^Sity in Venturing to 
obtrude my fentiments on the houfe, in a fubjedl 
of fuch -magnitude^ I feel the neceflity of folieit- 
ing from the hcfufe, a degree of indulgence which 
i have no right to expeft. I will, however, at- 
tempt to difcharge what I feel to be my duty> 
and, in doing fo, I hope gentlemen will believe 
that I am adding in fuch a manner as appears; 
moft likely to me to confult and to promote the 
intereft of the kingdom. 

On the firft day of the feffion I explained my 
conduct with refpcil to the Roman Catholics. I 
will not now repeat what I then faid — I will only 
fay, that at all time» I acquiefced in whatever 
meafures the houfe thought proper to fidopt. — It 
was on that account, that when the Catholics had 
before applied to me, I was unwilling to hold out 
to them a vain hope, left that hope fruftrated 
Should produce an agitation in the public mind, 
which could not but be mifchievous to the public 
peace. 

I am aware that what I have to propofe to the 
houfe refpedlino; thofe people to night, might not 
poffibly meet the general concurrence of gentle- 
men. It is not my wilh or my intention to prefe 
any thing upon the houfe that Would not meet 
general approbation; it is my wifh to acquiefce in 
whatever gentlemen may think the intereft of the 

country; 
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country ; but for ray own part I beg leave to fay, 
that I will never olFerany thing to their difcuilion 
in which I do not think m)rfelf warranted by juft 
policy and found difcretion, much lefs fuch fub- 
je<fts as Are likely to produce heat and agitation 
in the country. 

I am aware that many of thofe gentlemen 
whom I moft refpedl, are not likely to concur in 
the raeaiuresT would propofe ; but in this point I 
trull that I differ from them for the real advantage 
of the country. I am alfo aware that in the laft 
leflion of parliament a petition for the very 
jneafure I fhall now propofe had been reje<5led, 
and that I myfelf had voted for that rejedlion ^ 
but I declare, that under the fame circumftances, 
I would again vote for its rejedliori ; it is now 
evident to every man that the fentinaents of the 
country on this fubjeft had materially altered 
fince that time ; and it is alfo well known, that at 
that time the ppinion of the country was not ripe 
for fuch a meafurp, The circumftances of the 
prefent time would, I think, juftify a very mat^-* 
rial alteration in the fentiments of this hoijfe, 

Th^ conduct of the Ronjan Catholics has proved 
that th'ey Were perfeftly attached to the conftitution 
and at this particular period^ every man who was 
attached to the conftitution fliould receive encou- 
ragement from this houfe. I truft fuch will ever 
be their conduft, and fuch will ever be the encou- 
ragement received by n>en attached to the confti'- 
tution. I do not wifh to go more at large into 
the fubjedl, when I confider hoW many gentlemen 
of great ablities there are who underftand it fo 
^uch better than I poffihle can 5 I will therefore 

I 2f briefly 
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briefly ftj^tethe outline of my intejitiom, hoping 
that in thtem I will be h<>noured by the concurrence 
of the lioOfe. 

My firft pbje(5l, and what/ the Roman Catholics" 
fe^m to h^ve at heart, is the right of voting at elec- 
tions (0^ membeiis of parliament ; this I wifhed to 
have reftored to them. Many opinions has been 
maintained with refpedlt to the limitations under 
which this right (j^ould b^ extended to Roman Ca- 
tholics, but under all the circumftances of the 
times and Qf the cafe, I would recommend the 
unliifinted extet^fion of thfe franchife ; by tMs the main 
objei^ would ]^ better anfwered, and { think i^ 
mxire becomipg the houfe either notto^rant at all 
or to grant libefally. 

, If this extenfion would be da^ngerous to Protef- 
tants» they ib^Ha;ld not offer it, but as there i$ nq 
fuch danger as can warrant their refufaJl of it — : 
1 hope you will concur in granting it witliout 
limitation; for if there were any referve or limi- 
tation there would ftill remain a fore place in the 
Roman Catholic mind. 

For this purpofe, it will be neceffary to repeals 
adaufe in the ift of G^o, 2.— and t alfobeg leave 
to mention^ that this will extend to permitting 
Roman Catholics to vote in cities and towns corpo- 
rate for magiftrates. 

The next prppofition would be to repeal the 6th 
of /inne, lb far as prohibits . Pajpifts from being 
grand jurors y unlefs there are not afufficient^iumber 
of Proteftant freeholders to ferve. 

» 

The 
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The next wtyuM te to repeal the fe^th of On. «. 
fb 1^ as altowitig a ckAllettge agftinft any Pa^nft 
en ^ ^*//V futy.y in caufcs where a Proteftam an4 
Faf)ift are the parties. 

^ aWb wmild t)r<)pofe, that his majefly tnJght fce 
etnjxwered and authorifed to «iable the Roman 
Oathoiics to endow 4 Ct)llege w (Jnit^ty, andl 
peh^ol^. 

* - " • 

Tlrat the laws which prevent them from carry- 
ing arm^, ihould be fo far repealed as t© perfon^ 
poffefling a cei;t4in degree of property— but hv no 
means fo as tb pnt arms into the h^n^s or rhe 
\Kmec otdet of the people. 

As the army and navy, \t ts in the contempla- 
tion, of the goyernment pf England, to admit 
Roman Catholics to bear cbmmiffions in thcfe 
(tepartmentss -©f ^e ftafce; and that in dne time 
meafures for the fame pnrpDfe ihould be propofed 
here, when a communication with the Englilh 
government ihonld have ^been had upon this point. 

As to mil (fKcesj \ wifti 'Roman Catholics may be 
enabled to hold thetn — but in this inftance I will 
fuggeft the propriety tyf tneceffaty limrtations. 

1 underftand that iRoman Catholics labour ftill 
under fome feTerities with refpeft to perfonal pro- 
perty-, thefe I believe to be merely accidental, 
^nd to exift from inadvertence, and the^e I wt)uld 
propofe to re^jeal. 

In thus endeavouring to bring forward fnch 
jnaeafures as >yere likely to carry into effedi his 

majefty's 
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majeily's recommendation to parliament, I hope 
and truft that I am afling for the advantage of 
jhe country, and in conformity to that difpohtion 
which government had manifefted to meet the 
wiihes of the people. Government has proved it 
by having in this feilion taken up the idea of 
relieving the lower order of people from the 
Jiearth-money tax ; and I affure gentlemen, that 
it is the determination of government in this 
feflion, to adopt fuch meafures as will tend to 
promote Ih^ happinefe And profperity of the Wi>g- 

4om m general, 

I had almolt on^itted a material point in my 
proportions, which is, that the executive govern- 
ment might be enabled to* grant to Roman Ca- 
tholics commiffions of the peac^^ 

I therefore move for leave to bring, in a bill for 
the further relief of his majefty's fubjei^t profeffing 
the Romaij Catholic religion, 

Right Hon. Sir H, LangriJhe^'-^-'^$\r^ I rife to 
fecond the motion of my right hon. friend, and to 
oflfer my humble affiftance i|i a meafure, to the 
aecompliihment of which my ftrenuous efforts 
have been cjirefted from my earlieft, political years, 

His majefty's gracious recommendation to you 
of his Catholic fubjedljs, the liberal fentiments 
towards them, which have already been fo gene- 
rally difclofgd in parliament, and the able manner 
in which this queftion has been flated by my right 
hon. friend, have rendered it unneceffary for me 
tp take up much of your time on the prefpnt oe- 
cafion. 

However, 



I ' 



1 



Fpb. 4V commons. 6i 

However, Sir, as I feel myfelf under fome par- 
ticularity of circumftaiice, having in the laft feffi- 
on been placed perhaps in an arduous fituation on 
this fubjedl, I muft folicit your indulgence for a 
fhort time, even at this llage of the bufinefs. I 
have fo often, in the Catholic purfuit, contended 
with adverfe currents and oppofing ftorms, that it 
is natural to fuppofe, though I do not prefume to 
fliare in the triumph, I may yet hope to partake 
the prefent aufpicious gale. I have ever confider- 
ed tlie Roman Catholics as good and toyal fubjedls, 
maghanimous in their fufferings, and confcientious 
in their allegiance ; as fuch I have ever refpefted 
them ; as fuch I have ever endeavoured to ferve 
them. 1 have however, always purfued with more 
folicitude their interefl than their acclamations^ 
more anxious to be inftrumehtal to their happinefs^ 
than to be diftinguifhed in their councils, or re- 
warded by their acknowledgments. I have always; 
endeavoured to ferve them by that cautious mode- 
ration, whicTi I thought moft likely to be fuccefs- 
fill, rather than by a more adventuring boldnefs, 
which, though it might flat?ter their feelings, might 
difappoint their wifhes. Well knowing, as I do, 
the value of progreffive acquiiition ; well knowing 
the value of every ftep gained of approximation; 
between brethren who had too long been kept 
afunder. 

If however fome amongft them have thought 
the rate of my progrefs too tardy, and looked for 
advocates whofe energy is more proportioned to 
their feelings, whofe genius are more afpiring than 
mine ; I can only fay, whatever friends they 
chofe, they never had me for their enemy, although 
I may not hav? agreed in every expedient which 

the 
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the iaipotieiice of tHe^ mome^v^t f\iggelW4f ^or 

fill advocates, 

la the laft fefl&Dn of parBa^Qirt, wlwm I h^ 
e honor in co-opeiatioa wilh my right h€>»^ 
fiiend, to more Jrou for a fwfthiea' repeal of tb# 
laws aiiedHng th^ RomaA CalhoHc$9 ] ^^rtaialy 
ivifhed with as much ardpur as. any g^mleinain 
who hears me, thait the p^:Wie f(^'^i»ei>t, the 
temper of parli^iment, the piifoha.bUity of ^<^e^ 
had allowed me to mak:e my plan mo^? e^i^nfivo 
than that w^blch was adopt^; to havo Qo«ne<l^ 
with the Stsite by nearer ai%d . ciofer tiQs,, fo gre^K 
and valuabte a part of th^ comm)»nlty a& tha 
Catholic body. But the imp^irtience of pwftnitt 
and the acrimoxty of contention were my offo^ 
Bent»; cirGUsmftances of intei»p^rance on ono 
fide, revived old prejudices On the othen whi^h 
made me confider accommodation and archie ve<« 
B>ent. At the fame timie^ when I coj^fi^er (as j^. 
£iid before) the value of progrefiive ac(^i5tion9 I 
xnxs& fay the conceffions of laft wint^ wefe i^ 
themfelves impoartant^ and their manner ineftima- 
bk. The uAaniraity that con<:ie4ed, ftamp^d «t 
double value pn the thing conferred ; and wha^-* 
erer (firqm my ow>n attachment to the Roman Car 
tholics, or the liberal difpofition of thofe wiftb; 
Ivhom I adled) whatever might have been the 
amount ckf my wifteSi and would have beem the 
extent of my eiQbrts, had I found the occafioA 
fitvourable ; yet^ as the friend to the Catholics, h 
am decidedly of opinion, that any iorbearance I 
might have yielded to on that occaiiom, was Hu>ro 
than recompaifed by the iiinia;i%imity k produced; 
that unauumity, whteh w^ t^ fymplom of depart- 
ing 
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ing prejudices, and the token of returning lave ; 
that gracioufnefs of conceffion, followed by a 
gratefiil acceptance, held out to my view thofe 
flattering profpedls, whiph are brightening before 
rae at this day,.of ftill chofen communications oiF 
interefts and affedlions between us. The obje<5l 
was a conqueft of affedtioni not competition of 
power ; and the means of fuccefs, mutual deference 
and conciliation. 

I was then fatisfied, and I think fo flUl, that 
whatever appears from the temper of the times 
irapra<fticable to be obtained, it is imprudent to 
folicit ; for we know too well, that religious diflen^ 
tions are not to be conquered by controverfy and 
recrimination, but muft yield to the returning tide 
of human benevolence ; . toleration is a plant not 
to be forwarded by art, or forced by the heat of 
contention ; the excefles of heat and of cold are 
alike fatal to it. It muft be the growth of tempe- 
rate afl[iduity, cultivated by the hand of modera- 
tion, and matured by the warmth of the heart. 
And even when toleration itfelf has been reared, 
a communication of political power, which is and 
ought to be amongft its natural produftioris, can- 
not in the courfe of things be inftantaneous -, like 
the fruit of the tree, it muft be the growth of 
maturity, and the gift of time. 



> • . 



It has always been the paffion* and the principle 
of my mind, to lend my humble afliftance to every 
meafure, which in its operation might tend to 
make the Proteftant ai^d Catholic, by the progrefs 
of time, grow to be one people ; that let them re- 
gulate their religious worfhip under whatever dif- 
ferent modes, they. may unite in devotion to one 

K country ; 
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cxAifitry ^ like two ilems rHii^ from one root, 
though they ma)r differ in the forms in which thejf 
&jaipc their courfe towards Heaven, yet as they 
derive from one common origin, and draw their 
iuftenance from the fame land, that in their growth 
they may become afhelterand protection to each 
other. I have long wiflied that the time was come, 
which would form a new aera of Irilh concord, of 
Irifh confequence and Irifh profperity, in which 
religious diffention fhould be loft in civil operati-* 
on^ in yhich community of interefts, and recipro- 
cal good offices, (hould root out our prejudices, and 
»pite our hearts/ But until the enlightened fpirit 
of liberal policy had given a progrefs to thefe rati- 
onal difpolitions a communication of political 
power could not be expefted j for you muft recon- 
cile^ before you unite ; you muft affimilate, be- 
fore you incorporate. 

Befi^e, Sir, every body knows, who knows any 
ihing of the hiftqry of the world, that violent and 
fudden chai>g?s of power and property, whether 
«he parties have been djvided by religious diffenti- 
on, or by confederacies on political difference^ 
have always b^en dangerous, and generally fatal to 
th^.ftate. Thefadl is, thofe who have been accuftom^ 
|5d to power, cannot bear the privation or fudden 
diminution of it with patience. — ^Thofe who are 
unaccuftomed to it, will not exercife it with pru- 
ijeitce ; it is the progrefs of time alone that can 
f^cpncile and aflimilate ; it is the progrefs of affec- 
tiom ^Iqne that can regulate thofe paflions, which • 
.ixiak^ one fide intemperate, and the other fide into- 
lerant. 

Aiz^ now. Sir, I muft beg leave to make an ob- 
jTorYfttion, fuggefted to me (I forget where) by a 

right 
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right hoa. fri-end of mine, in which I agree with 
him ill; his fetttimenta of difapprobatian as ro the^ 
&^» biH: difagree with hoaiv ia his^ fbfpicions of its' 
origifia4ipn» 

When I recalf to your recolliaftioa {b difegreeable? 
a eifcuiBilance, I: €k> it rathet as an admonition 
for the future) than aninaadveitfion on the paft. 
It is true,. Sir,, that at the time when every think'- 
ing man faw the neceffity of an union of interefts 
and affe^oas between, his majefty's loyal fubjeiJls 
of all; perfiiafions, the moft mifchievous imfeftry 
\vm employed to raife an emulation of ill will, 
andi fow the feeds of perpetual, difcord between the 
Pwt^ftamtft and CathoUcs. It was iiidfeed the 
worii but of a few,, hut (she umdifclaimed fenti- 
m^ma of the few are apt to be doniidijred as the 
femtimentB of the many, andi ther-efore they are 
ki^ariQus. 

Whilft I am ready to difclaim the exaggerated 
and. acrimonioiiis charges, with, which out newfr 
papers have recrirainated on- the Catholics, aly 
though I cannot but difapprove, as prefumptuous, 
thait fpirit that would arrogate fl-om fUturity, limit' 
the faeulHes of legiflarion, bind down pofterityi 
and.giyeto.excJufian immortality. Though I re- 
j^' fuuh; notiotid as. unjuft^ and* indeed laugh af- 
liiem as impotent, becaufe, though like the fa- 
ther ofi StmnibaU you were la carry your fons to 
the altar, and make them fwear never to be dt peace 
mtk the Romans, yet neither your votes nor their 
vows could controul future a^^. Though T 
utterly? difclaim fuch notiqns ae unjuft an^ impo- 
litic, I muft, however, with equal juftic^ fay on 
the other hand, on the part- of the ftorn^n Car: 
tholicSi ther^ WJCre circumft^ce^ attending the 

K ? agitation 
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beft friends of the Catholics could not but lament^ 
that fome meafures were purfyed inflammatory 
and ofFenfive, tending to revive adverfe prejudices, 
and. retard the accomplifhment of their own 
wiflies; and I cannot avoid faying, (and I fpeak 
from the fatal example of a neighbouring king- 
dom, that your conftitution will fpeedily be ^x- 
tinft, and your liberties proftrate in the duft, if 
you fufFer conventions, affociations, committees 
or clubs, to affert dominion or affume authority 
in the adminftration of the public affairs, 

I have mentioned thofe circumftances of appa- 
rent animofity on both fides, in order to fliew that 
they were the temporary refult of mutual indif- 
cretion, incidental to every fuch purfuit as the pre- 
fent; arid I have mentioned them, becaufe I 
think the beft foundation of mutual reconciliation 
is a review of our mutual errors ; that being over, 
let them be f®rgotten; let them be buried in 
oblivion, never to rife again. And as to the 
charge made by a right hon. friend of mine againft 
adminiftration for being acceffary to this work 
of animofity, I can affure him, I think I can con- 
vince him he was mifinformed. I know the pre- 
fent adminiftration always entertained the moft 
liberal fentiments towards the Catholics, and wifti- 
ed to go as far in their fervice as the temper of 
parliament would permit, and they ought riot to 
go farther ; and laft feflion of parliament, in the 
cafe of the Catholic, petition alluded to, if we 
yielded to a prevailing current, which ran too 
ftrong to be refifted, it was to make good ouy 
paffage, and fecure the freight with which we 
were charged. And let me afk my hon. friend if 
he does not, from his own obfervation think, that 
ftdmimltriition may have to encounter fomething 
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like refentment for their prefent favourable ^fpo^N 
fitxoja tQwards the Rom^a CathoUcs P 

Tlie i;ight hon. member camiot doxiht my fincere 
attachment to the prefent government^ yet I will, 
affaire him, at the very time when he fuppofes 
they aiid their friends were bufy in promoting 
thefe controverfie^, that I myfelf (certainly not 
the le:aft fincere amongft them in my att-achment). 
wa3 employed in. publifliing to. the world the beft 
arguments my poor abilities could fiirnifli to re-- 
probate and reprefs them. To my Proteftant 
countrymen,. I faiA in fubftance what 1 fay now, 
that religious animofities fhould. expire, with the- 
caufes that produced- them -, that the exclufion of 
the majority of thq people from, the privileges of 
the conftitution has. lafted long enough ; that it 
could not laft much longer, and th^t it ought not 
to laft any longer. 

That national ftrength can only be maintained* 
by national unanimity, and that communication^ 
of benefits is.the only bond of general co-operation. 
To my Catholic brethren I faid, what I now fay,, 
and always faid, that if they like the conftitution 
as it is, I wifli they may ftiare in it ; if they defire 
to alter it, I wilh they may not approach it ; that 
if they loved the conftitution with a pu^-e paifion,, 
their folicitation would be refpe<ftful, and they 
would not, like the brutal raviiher, attempt to de^ 
file what they Wiflied to enjoy- 

\ ■ ■ 
I ftiall only add, concerning the Roman Catho^ 
lies, what I have already repeated to you, that 
you remember when they came forward to refift- 
the invafi'on of a foreign enemy ; that you now 
fee them come forwa^rd to repel the invafion, not- 

perhaps 
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|ierhaps of foreign fS^oe^ but tif. foreign {>rincipie(a, 
cQore deftrudlrve than armies, more cruel than the 
(word. The old dangers ^ popery, which vnieA 
to alarm you, are jciow extindt. to all mtents 
Afid purpofes ; and new daggers have arlfen in the 
world, againft which the Catholics are your, bdft 
and natural allies. 

You cannot give them a flngjle benefit that wiU 
liot be an additionaLpledge of their affei^ion, ianS 
hodage for their fidelity. Give them the pride cif 
privilege, and you will give them the principle of 
attachment 9 admit them within the walls of the 
conilitution, and they will defend them. 

Dodlor Duigenan. Mr. Speaker, as the S^ight 
Hon. gentleman, who has prefented this .petition, 
and brought forward this motion, has at the fame 
time ftated to this houfe, the heads of his intended 
bill ; and as Ihave the tiiisfortune to differ in opi- 
nion with the right honourable gentleman fon 
every one of thefe heads, though I have, had the 
honour heretofore of generally concurring in opi- 
nion with him on policiral fiibjedls, 1 think it a 
duty I owe to my king and country fully to ex- 
plain my fentiments on the bufinefs now before the 
houfe, as it is pretty generally known that his tna- 
jefty's fervants in this kingdom have taken up this 
bufinefs in canfequence of an impreflion made on 
his majefly jndhis miniflers in England, thfift the 
Roman Catholics of this kingdom labour- binder 
many fevere opprefEons from the efFe'cfts ofTeveral 
of the prefent exifling laws ^ and fuch ixnps^iefa 
has been made by. means of a petition to his ma- 
jefly at St. James's, on the 2d day of January laft ; 
which petition has been lately printed, aod circu- 
' lated through this kipirdom with gf eat induftry, I 

fhall 
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ihall firil examine the contents of that petition as 
the ground-work, on which is to be eredled the 
vaft ftru<ftare of Roman Catholic grandeur and 
power ; the plan of which is delineated in the heads 
of the propofed bill, as explained to the houfe by 
the right honourable gentleman. 

When the petition prefented lately to his majef- 
ty, by and on behalf of the Roman Catholics of 
Ireland, firft made its appearance in the public 
prints, it was infifted upon, as well in the houfe of 
lords as in the houfe of commons, that the copy of 
this petition inferted in the newfpapers, contained 
a great number of grofs m.ifreptefentations, and 
direct and notorious falfehobds j the fub-commit- 
tee of the Roman Catholics being a kind of per- 
m^ment body felefted out of their general conven- 
tion, have thought fit, by way of anfwer to the ob- 
fervatipns on their petition made in parliament, 
to publifli their petition in a pamphlet with notes, 
and th^ following advertifement prefixed to it : 

« SUB./COMMITTEE, 

** January i|th 1793, 
' DENIS THOMAS O'BRIEN in the Chair. 

/* IT having been publicklyand folemnly aferted, 
" that the petition of the Catholics to hismajpfty, 
«* contained many falfehoods and mifreprefen- 
** tations.; 

" Resolved therefore, 

*• THAT it is neceffary to republifli that peti- 
** tion, with notes, reciting the different afts of 
** parliament, on which the alledged falfehoods 
" and mifreprefen tat ions are grounded. 

" Signed by order, 

•• JOHN SWEETMAN, Secretary." 

Ifhould 
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I fcoiild not concbfceiui to take notice of t\^ 
fub-cojGOjnittee, or Jtheir pamphlet, were it iiot that 
they iurxulh m^ with ia authentic cc^ of this ^- 
mous, or rather infeimous, petition ; every page, and 
ajraoft eviery line of which tefems with mifrpprefenta- 
tiQn or falfd^o^d : aijd as the catholics hayfe by this 
fyftem of uxUruth, deception, and fraud, impofed 
fo far on his vof^s&y^s miniiljers in England, as to 
procure a par^raph tp he inferted in thelpeech froiti 
t^e throne, reconunending in the kind's name to di|r 
ierious con^derajtion the iiituation of his tnajefty's 
c?itholic fiibjeds, and that we fhall confider the feme 
wilh liberality j-r-that is, that we fhall coirfider wit^i 
attei^tipn and &ivour the fituation of the catholics of 
this country, ^ q^xoft &l(bly defcribed i|i theirpetitibn ; 
and as no man in his nmjefly's dominions is more 
finnly attached to his majefly's perfon and govem- 
met^ than i am, nor has on .every occafion, where I 
have had an opportunity of exerting myfelf, more 
ck^l^ mamf^iied that attachment, I have b^ftoweci 
on. this pietitions-r^that is, thisaUedged iituation c^the 
cajdiG^s of this country, my mofl: ferious attention; 
^cordiog to the reconamendation in the>Q>ee<^ ; and 
J[ £bdU, as briefly as I can, flate to this houi^ my 
ppinion of this petition, and mark the pjr^acipat mif- 
reprdentations and falf^ioods contained m it ; in 
hopes that my voice, however weak, may r^ch the' 
throne^ and roufe the juft ind^iation of our fo- 
verei^ againft a fet of peribns ^d have^ by firaud 
and impofitiouy atKlacioufly attempted - to pro* 
cme bis countenance, to the xmhin^ng and diP 
joimting the whole frame of his Iriih ^vernnfient ^ 
and uprooting foundations which have bee^i kid' 
by wife antiquity, and fuppoited and maintained 
by the fage policy of^ two centuries ; and* 
which have been ftirong e«;tt>ugh to: refift am^ 
repel the ftio£;^s of three g^aer^ ai>d mbfl for^ 

h midabic 
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midable rebellions of the catholic inliabitants of 
this kingdom, fince the commencemieint of the reigll 
of qtieen Elizabeth of moft glorious memory //r- 
deed. 

This petition commences with deception.. The 
petitioners, on the title of it, . denominate them- 
felves catholics, whereas they are Roman catholics , 
that is, they are . perfons who acknowledge the fu- 
premacy of the UJhop of RomCy a foreign prince, in 
Spirituals, as all the Infh who ftile themfelves catho- 
lics, do; and will not allow his majefty to be the 
fupreme head, of the church within^ t;his kii^dpm ; 
1^(x will they take the oath of fupreiuacy : and I ih^ 
demonftrate, bdFore I fit down, that a very, great 
portion of temporal power is incident to, and can^ 
liot, by any device, be feparated from, the fjriritual 
(upremaqr, avowed by the catholics of this kingdom 
to be veiled in the Bijiop of Rome : at prefent, I 
only juft mark the fallacy contained in the very title 
of this petition,, and which is invariably purfued, in 
this point, through the whole ; in which the petition- 
crs conftantly ftile themfelves catholics without the 
the aditioa of Roman. 'Tis thus " old tales rcprefent 
" the devil when he appears to mortals, cautioufly 
. concealing the cloven foot." 

The petition then ftates, that ther ' catholics of 
Ireland (as they ftile themfelves) have for a centu- 
ry laft , paft behaved with uninterrupted loyalty ; 
in which time five foreign wars, and two domeftic 
rebellion?, have occurred ; and that they have 
taken every oath of allegiance and fidelity- 4o his 
majefty, and have given, and been ready to give,' 
every pledge which can be deviled, for their peace- 
able demeanor, and imponditional fubmiffion to the 
laws. . . 

This fliort paragraph contains two aotbrious falfe- 
h^Ods : Firft, they have not,, for a century paft, be- 
haved 



Tw.4. COMMONS- 75 

haved with uiiintemipted loyalty to the 'kii^ or ftate/ 
l>ut have exceed thetnfelves in all the five foreign 
wars, and the two doriiefltie rebellions, which have- 
occurred wijthin thefe hundred years laftpjift, agaiiift 
their king and country^ to the xitmoft of their power 
and ability, and have difhirbed this country, and are^ 

» i^ow disturbing it, with-many tumultuous riiSngs in 
jgaany parts ot the country, in which they* have 
praftifed the nioft inhuinan barbarities qu theperfens' 
of the clergy aiid gentry, and coutaiitted various 

• nwnkB, burglaries 4^4 robberie;s .on them, within 
|:hat ipace of 4:ime^ 

After the fiorr^der of Limerick, in Odobar 
1-^91, jthe Irifii cathdics (who had for two years be- 
^e perfifted in a moft obfl:ina,te rebellion, which had 
almoft reduced the country to a defart, and in which 
they had committed all forts of barbarities on the 
proteftants of this country) to the amount of twenty 
thoufand nien, prcfofreid going to France, and lerving 
in the armies ' of that power," the natural enemy cff 
Britain, againftthefir own country. In the military 
articles of - capituliation of the city of Limerick, they 
luuj procured ai^ article to be inferted, ftipiilating 
for their tranfportation to France, The Britifh 
generals, after the fuEreijder of the town, exert^d^ 
Jhemfelyes to ^rfuade' the catholic army to re:** 
linquifh theif intention of . going to France, and to- 
fi^Y at honie, ^d foHow ihca difFerent occupations, 
19 th^if owi^ coqntry; or if they preferred th^- 
trade erf w^h geneml^ Ginkle ottered to enlift 
thfem in th^ Dutch fervice: thefe offer*^ they 
almoft tP' a man rejefted ; and this catholic' 
army, cdnftantly recruited and officered by the 
catholics of this kitigdom,^ haw remained evep 
firice in the French fervice, and have wiifojSnly 
fcHight, with the greateft inveteracy, againft'tliis' 
country, in the five wars with France which ' 
have been waged, ^ durmg the laft hundred 
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ifig into the cburity of Dubliri : wiiofe fury is ^x- 
crcifed in robbing, fooilihg, arid bufhihg fhfe houfes, 
aiKi the* contents of the term yards of the . protef- 
tant Inhabitants of thefe tountids,- '^tid affalTinatihg 
f6rnc of then! ; and this banditti is particularly ac- 
tive ift difaxtnihg the proteffatits, and d,rmihg them- 
ftlves, with what vieW it' is riot hard Jto gilefi. 
With what lirijiafalteiled effroritefy then do thefe , 
petitioners affeft, that tile tdtholics of Ireland 
hkve, for a century la{^ pdl, behdvfed with uninter- 
rupted loyatlty, when the direft contfaiy pofitipii 
is the truth ! Can that body bf people be faid to be- 
faave with loyalty to the iftate, whcf fupply ana ' 
Tfecruit the armies of the enemies; whofe fohs, bro- 
thers, andneareft relations, appear in hoffile array 
a^mft tlie Hate, as Well in witt with . foreign na-' 
tions,^ as nl dbmeftic rebeliioris, who, fot a century, 
kft 'p^, have fiiriiifhed fdrmidabte bodies of 
tfoopfe to the natural enemies of the Britifh eiii- 
pirfe ; who perpetiially aflault dnd harrafs lis with 
dumeftic inmrredion, robbery and itlurder; who 
^e only reftrained by their inability, and dread of 
Bfritifh vengeance, from tearing the bowels of their 
country J dnd, by avowed and open rebellion, mani- 
feftihg their immortal hatred to the Btitifh name 
and nation; arid whbfe ddmeftic irilpbtferiee is the, 
only feturity to the ftate for 'dbmeftic p^ace! If,, 
fiich be loyal fubjefts, tlien is thfe wiretch, who 
fitom piivjtte ariiitiofity or intereft has planned 
your deftrtiftion, Whofe tve^knefs or cowardici 
prevehts him frorfi executing his jplan hiriifelf, biit 
who ferids hh confidential bravbeS to effed: it, — ^ari 
hbnfeft and honourable man, and your attached and 
iaithftil friertd ] Futile ar^ the ^xctifes fbr this 
their condiSft, utged by the catholics, that they arc . 
precluded flrodi ferving in the Britiih fdi-ces by 
the? iMrSy and that they therefore' refbrt to the 
Fttnch and Spanifli ftandards to procure a liveli- 

hood> 
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dea a^ ^emppr^i feos from the temporal patrimony 
oif* St* Petei-j filch as Naples, an4 Englapd, ioi th? 
tiflip pf kir^ J^hh) i\?yeT clajimed any . temporal 
authority in any kii^dom in chriftendom, jpive as 
it wa^ infeparably anriexe4 to, an^ CQi\neded "^Ath^ 
thp gxercife of ius fpiritual power, ^hat the claim d[ 
the jpc^6 \o fpiritual authority within the jrealip, 
jupported tineqv\ivocaUy by all the catholic^ of 
Ireland, ir^vefts him, ipfo faSoy with a v^ft pc^tio^ 
c^ temporal povi^r, caij^ b^ proved to, dernonftratioii 
hy ^lumb^riels in%.n(:ef;< I fhall juft menljiqa one, 
ojfi the lawfulne^ df m^trin:\ony, depends aJiTR?^ 
entirely, the fuccefliop ^o ^U tempors^l pfQp^c^, 
wtiether r^^ qr perfo^iaJ. Matnmonjf by tie ta^'t 
thoifcs is held a Tacrament, its validity is ^^ntirely 
pf fpiritual jurifdidtion ; if the pope then, as pa- 
tholics hold, h^s the fupjeiine %nd filial jigrif^i^pp 
in this particular, fee what temporal power he mw 
derive from it/^h^ muft \\x aU cafes decide, ijvh^^]^ 

his father or his mother, 
tp tl],e;ir jreal or perfojpaj 
property^ t^caufe fuch ^pqifipn, will dep|ei>d on 1^ 
\aljdityof their marriage ; he muft deci^ae, \vhethcr 
a party has or has i>ot a light to, ipterrnarry w;lth. 
another, or whether a party is baxr^d from that 
right by cpnf^ngu^nity, affinity, pre-contra6t or for- 
irier iparriage ; h^ muft finajjy decide on ^inte- 
nance, ^imbt^y, Qt \vhqther a maji is, or is not, ta 
pay die ^.ebjtis of a wooun who claims to be hisj 
wife ; ' with a tboufand other temppraj incidents. 
Obferve \yhat opinipi> the parKament of this cpun- 
tiy, juft efcaping frprp the fengs of the pope*s^ 
umrped authority,' ^Qtertained of the temporal ef-^ 
f^fti of the ^iritu^ jurifdiction of the pope, exer- 
cifed in the cafe of matrimony alone. 

■' Inan Irifh ftatute enacted in the thirty-third year 
#f l^enry the 8th, entitled, " an ^c?: for marriages,'V 
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a*6 * the kSio^'itig ptBkges : •* Wheif^ heretofore 
«* th^ ufuT]^ power of the bifliop of Rome, hath 
ahvays entangled and tf otibled the mere jurifdiSiu^^ 
dnd regal power of this l&nd 6f Ire/and, znd alfo 
inquieted muCh the filbjefts of the fame hy hi* 
ufiirped' power ifttherti, as by making that iinlaw* 
" All, ' whith by God's woid is lawful, both in 
** marriages and other thit^s^ whefeof fome fparklcs 
**; be left, which herejrfter nlight kindle a great fire/' 
The fUtute then proceeds, " that it was cuftoiiiary 
** for the court of Rome to divorce parties who had 
been long married and had iffue, on the pretence 
of pre-'ContriAs without confumttiation, and of 
kindered between cotifins-german, and fo to fourth 
and fifth degrees, and of carnal knowledge of any 
**• of the fame kinhe or affinity before, in fuch out- 
ward degrees, to procure money for difpenfations : 
' whereby not only mUch difeord between lawful married 
perfitts hath arifen^ muck debate and Juit at lawy 
with wrongful vexation / and great damage of the 
^* ' innoeeHt parties hath been procured j and many jufl 
marriages in doubt and danger of undoings and alfo 
many times undone, and lawful heirs dtfinheritedy and 
marriages have been brought to fuch an uncertainty 
" thereby,, that no marriage could be fo fure knit and. 
^^ bounden, but itjhouldliein either of the partft 
^^ p&wer to defeat the fame y 

The catholics of this country, under this pre* 
tended fpiritual power of the pope, in defiance of 
the ftatutes of Elizabeth, and William tTie thinj, 
agieunft aH catholics who (hould attempt to exet- 
cife any ecclefiaftical jurifdi&ion within this resdm, 
have endeavoured, in the point of marriage, to efta- 
blifli and exercife here, all this reprobated jufifdidkion^ 
of the pope. 'Tis a very fliort trnie fince" I wjsis con- 
iuhed as an advocate, by a very humane and wor* 
thy Baronet, reprefentative in this parliament of a 
lai^e and p^^eus ecJunty, for' mf a^ce^ in what- 
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iiajethcxl he Ihould proceed to prooare* a remedy for 
an injured female, on the followii^ cafe : Two te-' 
nants of the bardnet agreed to intermarry, they lived ^ 
in the next parifh to that ip, which the baronet re-* 
lided, and being both catholics, they were married- 
at the baronet*s requeft in his parifti, and by the- 
prieft of his parifh, and not by the priell of die^ 
parifh in wliich they refided ; after they had cohabited 
feme time together, they were cited by the catholic 
vicar-general 6( the diocefe of Tuam, to appear 
before him, and he declared their marri^e to be null 
and void, on the fingle ground of their laaving been • 
married by the parifh priefl of the neighbouring,- ^ 
parifh, and not by the prieft of their own parifh i' 
tfve vicar-generai alleging, that all marriages, cele- 
brated by any other perlbn than the prieft of the 
parifh, in which the parties lived, without a fpecial 
difpenfation for the purpofe, was a clandefline mar- 
riage, and that all clandefline marriages were decreed 
void by the council of Trent. 

Will any reafonabk man afTert, that the exercife 
of fuch a fpiritual power will not diredtly affed: and 
invade the temporal rights of the fubjed, in his 
dearefl and nearefl interefts ? I omit further inflances 
of the infeparabUity of fpiritual power from temporal^ 
though a thoufand could be given ; and I refer any 
man, who has a mind further to invefligate this fub- 
jed, and to convince himfelf, that the perfon armed 
with the whole fpiritual power in any flate, will 
hecefTarily have a vafl temporal power annexed to it, 
and infeparable from it, to Dr, Warburton's treatife. 
The Alliance.^ 

From what I have faid, I think I have made it. 
pretty clear, that as long as the catholics refufe to 
take the oath of fupremacy, and perfifl in fuch re- 
fufal ; and wliilfl they deny and impugn that fu- 
premacy, and maintain the fupremacy; in fpirituab 
o£ a foreign potentate, it is an impudent vmtruth 

to 
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*o aflcrt, that tjhey have taken every oath of alle- 
-giaiice and fidelity to the king, every pledge which 
can be devifed for their peaceable demeanour, and 
Unconditional JuhnAfJion to the laws. Aiid \ fubniit it 
to this houte, that I hav& clearly fl>ewn, that the 
4wo fqundations on which they btjild .their whole 
merits in this petition, are. fallacious, unfubftantial, 
and rotten; and that confequently^ the whole fu- 
-perftrufture muft fall to the grpund. 

The next three paragraphs in tiiis petition ftate, 
*hat catholics are excluded from every office of truft 
or emolument, civil or , military, from all officers 
in corporations, and that the law forbids them^ t9 
;found. or endow any univerfity, college or fchoqV 
for the education of their children. It is jto be ob- 
ferved, that the ^condition of the tjatholics in thj^s 
kingdom, is the very fame wrth the condition of 
all diflekters from the eftablifhed church in England 
In all the above particulars, except that the JEnglifli 
proteftant diffenters may found fchools y and that it 
is highly unreafonable in the Irifti catholics to expe^^ 
that' the exifting laws here fhould be changed in 
thofe ■ particulars, ^ till the Englifh nation . fliaB 
think fit to repeal the teft and corporation ads, and 
iadmit catholics to all employments of truft and 
profit, civil and military ; into alf ):heir corporate 
bodies ; and penixit them to found and endow uni- 
verfities, collfeges and fchools, for the hom^ ma- 
nufafture erf" Romifli priefts ; a meafure which I will 
venture to affirm, no Englifh minifter will preftime 
to attempt. But it is here to be obferved, that if 
the Irifh law, which excludes catholics from all 
mfliitary employments, was to be repealed, they 
could reap no advantage from it ; for the fleet is eh- 
tirely Britifh, and the employments in it are dif^ 
pofed of to fuch-'perfons oiily as are qualified to 
take them by the Englifti laws, which exclude ca- 
^holic;^. The fame may be faid, of all eipploy^ 

M % mexis 
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ments in tKe army, for they are 4ifoq&d of by, i^ 
kin^, and the whole army is JBrkiih ^ . tfaoi^h pu^ 
of It, whllft employed in this country, is |)aid by " 
this country, ^nd is thereforje faid to be on thje ti% 
^eftablifhment. If the king flipuld confer tpili^ 
tafy commiffions, in fuch part ojf* hi^ arnay as ^ 
on the Irifh eftablifhntient;^ on catholics, he a^oi^ 
juS: in direft violation of the Englifh laws, whicfe. ' 
we may reft alTured his prefent majefty nevea* jyiH. 
And if the a6b which exchide catholics from tnUi- 
tary • employments were repealed in Ireland, mid 
catholics appointed to fuch e^iplpyments, . ^ 
moment any regiment on the IrilTh eftatJiftujieijjt 
ffiould b^e ordered out of the kingdom, all comrolfF 
fioiis pf catholics fervii^ therem, would be null . 
and void. This excluJGion of catholics fronj. all 
places of truft or emolument ^ civil or n^ilitary^ i$ 
thus with peculiar niodefty defcribed in the p^^titioix -; 
A profcription which difregards capacity or merit, 
admits of neither qualificatioa or degree, ajad 
^* refts as an ufllverfiil ftigma of diftriift upon' the 
" whole biody of cathoUcs." Is not thk mxjft de- 
Cent language for petitioners ? They infert in their 
p^titionj^ the bittereft invedlive againft the general 
|)olicy^ of the Britifli conftitution j gnd to milled 
the kaor^t of their perf^afipii, they repreijbiif 
themiSves as being folely jiffeded by the expiufion, 
though it extends in general to all diflenters froiii 
the dftabiifhed church ; And I ani bold to fay, a| 
m clafsdf diflenters ^ongft his msyefty's fijbjeiSts, 
fxcept the Roman catholics, deny the king'^ fu-- 
premicy in fpirituals, fo ^ ^s to veft it in a forei^ - 
potentate, that they, more particularly than aiay 
other clais of diflfenters, ihould be the objeds of 
difbruft to the governm,ent> and excluded from ^S\ 
places oi truft or profit, civil or military, as they 
foknowledge two, loyerelgns, ^fyd divide their, alier 
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.gbmce: betT^^en two mailers, by a fort of ideal 
feftindary^ in its own nature incapable of being - 
defined. 

- Thwe aext obfervation in their petition is a rank 
mifrcprdintatioft, to wit, ^^ That their exclufion 
^ feom coiporaticH^ giv^s an advantage ever ca^ 
^ tholics, 10 the members of ^them, who thereby 
^ eftsiblifli through the kingdom a fpecies of quali* 
>* fied monopdy, unifcM'mly operating in the disfa- 
" voiMT cf . cathdics, contrary to the fpirit and 
^* hi^y detrimental to the freedom of trade." By 
diis n^ifneprefentation the catholics endeavour to 
i|)du<;e his msgefty to believe^ that it is unjuft, im- 
.|»litiG, and jdetrimental to trade, to permit aaiy 
ccMpcMration -to continue within this kingdom, and 
that they Ihould be therefore all diflblved and abo- 
iilhed, or that they (hould be opened, (that is, cop- 
fidcring their mambers) furrendered into the hands 
of the catholics. Thefe two fchemes, refpefting 
x:x)iporations, are the favourite plans of the prefent 
ict of reformers of the conftitution % a kind of le- 
ysdUiig, inidependent, republican^ deiftic^l faftion ; 
^hofe apofties are, Paine, Price, and Prieftley: The? 
members of comorations being all proteftants, and 
returning proteftant members to parliament, cer- 
tainly fonn a ftrong barrier againft the prcgeftcd 
invafion of the catholics; and corporations thus 
modelled, are the bulwarks of the proteftant con-' 
ilitution df this country ; Forty boroughs werp 
created in the reign of James the ift, wheh the ^ 
crown had a right by its patents to create boroughs^ 
for the exprefe purpofe of throwing the balance 
into the fcaie of the protcftants in parliament; 
whiph meafope was moft violently oppofed by the 
catholics of that age ; and we ought to guard our 
boEQiighs, with a vigilance and aftivity, propor- ^ 
tioned to the violence of the exertions of the uhit- 
i^ fwStions of levellers and f:atholics, either tor - 
. - ■ , deftroy, 
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deftroy, or engrofs them. But it is utterly untrue, 
that the members erf" any corporation in this king- 
dom, derive any advjuitage in trade over others 
who are not n>embers of it ; this falfehood was fluff- 
ed into the petition, to a^ravate the bead-roll of 
pretended grievances of catholics. What advantages 
in trade have the members of the corporations of 
Dublin, Waterford, and Cork, over the catho- 
lic inhabitants of thpfe cities ? when Paine, Prieftr 
ley, and Price, firfl published their feditious trafti, 
refiefting on the conflitution eflablifhed, on the 
fcore ot unequal reprefentation of the people in 
the houfe of commons, and inflanced Manchefter 
an^ Birmingham as haying no reprefentatives in 
parliament, whilft towns of little or no' note re- 
turned reprefentatives : The wealthy traders, both 
of Manchefler and Birmingham, reprobated the 
idea of their beinj^ converted into corporate towns ; 
jufUy dreading evil confequences to their induflry 
and trade, from riots, druiikerinefs, and diflipatioh, 
attending the ca^vafling for votes,' and the elec-r 
tions. of reprefentatives in parliament. Thefe great 
and opulent towns f^nd no advantages in trade 
from their not being corporate towns, and from their 
jiot enjoying the expenfive fi-anchifes of corpoT 
rate bodies, nor have the catholics of Ireland 
any caufe vyhatever to complain on a limilar 
^count. 

Another grievance the catholics complain of in 
their petition^ that they are iijterdifted from ob- 
taining degrees in the Univerfity of Dublin (if they 
are ferious in confiderii^g it a grievance, which I 
much doubt) is what I hope I fhall never fee re- 
drefled ; catholics have a right as the law now . 
ftands, to fet up and .efjtablifh fchools in every part 
of the kingdom, for the education of their youth ; 
let that content them, and let them not exped: to 
Qj>trude tjiemfelves into a participation of the emoi 
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lumeiits of an Univerfity, founded, and partly en- 
. dowed by Elizabeth, the great patronefs of the re- 
formed religion, and whofe endowments have been " 
aiigmented by our fucceffive monarchs, for the/ 
fole purpofe of plantii^ in this kingdom a learned ' 
proteftant colony, for the education of a pious 
miniftry, ' and the fupply of miffionaries to reclaim' 
the bigotted and ignorant natives from the eboni 
of popery. God forbid, that I ihould ever fee 
the pious intentions of ^ the royal founders frufV 
trated, by the converfion of this feminary, and it3$ 
revenues, to the fupport and encouragement of po- 
pery, or its hallowed walls made the refidence of 
iuperftition and treafon : if, however, it fliall be de- 
termined by our rulers .that our univerfity (hall be 
opened to the catholics, let the Britifli miniftry 
lead the way, and firft procure an aft of parliament 
in England, for opening the Engliih univerfities of 
Oxford and Cambridge to catholics, from attain* 
ing any degree, in which, catholics are barred by . 
Englifhafts of parliament, and then perhaps th^ 
bitter potion of conferring academical degrees iii [ 
the univerfity of Dublin on catholics, may be 
more readily fwallowed by the infatuated^ betrayed^ 
and deferted proteftants of this country. It iis here 
neceiiary to remark, that catholics are not inter- \ 
<iifted from obtaining degrees in the univerfity 
of Dublin by the charter and ftatutes of that uni* 
verfity only ^ but by the Irifh aft of the 2d of Eliz. ' 
chap. I. fee. lO- which, though enafted before the 
foundation of the univerfity of Dublin, yet, by {pe- * 
cial words, extends to all univerfities^ which (hoixld, , 
after the date of that aft, be founded or eftablilhed 
in this kingdom. 

The next paragraph of the petition relates to 
the laws which reftrain papifts from carrying arms; 
laws certainly very necenary when they were en- 
aded| an<i> from recent experience, very proper to 

be 



be »ow rigctfouily enft»G^. Eiielufiye of fee direft 
fajfity of part of this pafTt^,, iio pofs^raph ever 
teemed .with grofler mifreptefeiitirtiQn and ftaud ; if 
lupctfelJiqn of the necefSty of dhsi&mg them^ of afl 
circumftances of mitigfttiQii end exce|>tio*i in the 
laiivs theinfelve% and of th^if diiration, exfcctaferty 
aod -6^<^S5 ^3 to be considered m mifrefxicfeiitatbn^ 
ajqid fraud. 

, Firft, the petition ftates, ^thiit catholics »e mal/^ 
prohibited from keeping or ufiag weapons for the 
defence of their houfes, fenitliesv aa^ perfons, wjiwe- 
by they, are expofed to the violeiKe of bin^ty, 
robbery, or affaflinatidn : This is at oact t foppreffion 
of truth, and afuggeftion of falfehood ; they lUppref* 
the truth, that all the ftaf utes eM<5bed to prevent 
catholics from keeping arnis in this kingdom; give:a' 
power to the lord lieutenant and pchy eocHied, to 
licence any catholic they may think fit, to keep 
and carry armsj and that bo catholic jiobleman^ 
gentleman, or wen farmers of refpeftaHe ehara^eis, 
have ever been reftjfed fuch licenfe$, when they -have 
properly applied for them j fuid that fiich liccnfe is 
to be granted without any gratuity, f^, of reward, 
faye on^ Ibilling for the writing thereof ; and they 
(u^eft a iklfehood in. ftating, that they aspe Matiy 
prohibited from keeping or ufing weaponsi Next, 
ift-nfientioning-the ftatute enacted for thcfuppreflion 
of adangferous catholic banditti, calkd whiteboys, in 
the 1 5th ^nd 1 6th yestf $ of his prcfent mqefty's . 
reign, who favag^ feveral parts of this- kingdom, by 
intervals, .for Wed years, exwifing the liioft 
unhe*rd-of croelties, on the peaceable and unoflend- 
ii^ pfoteftani inhabitants; they ftate, that every 
catholic of whatever degree, peer or peafent, 
is compeltable by any niagiftrate t^ comoa- forward, 
ziuiepwoiSi liimfelf, of keeping arms for bis defence; 
or, if he refufes i& to conviS hhnfeif, he may not 
only 10(6 w fifke and imp^ifonmeiit,. -but the .vile ^ai»J- 

. . ignominious 
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igtKHiunKHJS punifliment . of pjU^OT .and whippjpj^ , 
in this paragraph alfo, the fepprc^pn oiF tnith, ajp 
foggeftion €[£ falfehpod, sjre very ijo^pripus and.re-: 
iB^qkay att catt^plics ai;c noi ftktg^dfc tdj 

jthe prpVifiops <rf this aft, l?iit| fecb only as are nor 
'-diily ficeaaied ^ t^b lordli^tcnani ai^d yrii^ cpiv^il^ 
ip keep or g^ ^^^; Secondly) tlie i^ pfOW 
vid^, " That »0 |)erfoa fligll bp t)6nn^£kd\ ct 
^ jf«n^ /z»y pfnaltj^ for ^oy jQ^cc^ wpOli iuiy coti^ 
^*, feflibn ot^difcovoy he or flic ihall makp^ o^belnjr 
L** examined on oath bcftwe jia. ma^raic^' nc 
any fucK exaniiw^iMi be ^vea' ki cvidOTce. 
thp perfon fp examined, urilefs fech peribn iftiaS - 
he &eit^ jforM^ commi^t^ ivS&l peiiuw 
9{i fuch cxamipatioiv" "From henoe it 4P9fea|| ' 
to ^e utterly jintrue, that any catholic i? coxilpej^^ 
kbie biy apy c^gt^^te, to, come forward, ^df bgj 
lus own Gonfe|5pn conyuJ hpnftlf of any offtjvdL^' 
pi 0^ he can mcpt ^ny P^al^ for a© offence iii|j 
cipfed by fu^li iJojnfeffiopL Thirdly^ j^s tjie peii^iqflt 
Is worded^ k ^ infinnated^ that a petfoA rew^ng t? 
iappeair te^re ^ ma^rate, ^ncj tp &c qramini^a ^ 
ditei9!e^byjtheaAj rns^ incur the puiiifhment'<^ 
;and imprij^njnenJt;, aaid alfo that of pi^ory and 
whij^ipg J an(l o4 thi? part of jtfie a^ the petitip© 
tnakes a" moft path^|j,c/ an|i at the fa^n^ tino^ an in^ 
jtammatory remark^ for iKc ppi^ofe* cf capcittn^ tHe 
refentment of their (t&i but no cathdic,! 253 the ad 
is worded, caq be puhSfbcd at all for refiifing t6 
appe^ before a m^ftrate, and be cxatpineij accord^ 
mg ^p the 3(9t, provide(|:'he fep obtainecj | licehfe 
fer keeping and carrying arms, hop <an he be. ^- 
|ii(hed iii any manner, unjefs he fhall be.irvdifte4, tried 
and convided for fiich ref^^fel, nor i^ the puaifli- 
inents of fine and imprifonm'ent, ai^ ^fo vih^ 
ping'and pillory, be infliftcd on the fame perfop rot 
the fame pffence; it 'is left to*^ tl^e difcrgtroi^ of 
thp jvdge, who tries theofl^ndq-, if hsrfhal}? be found 
' ' ' 'N guifty, 
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guilt jr, to inflift the punifhtineut either of fiae and 
impnfonment, or that of pillory and whipping- And' 
it. is very well known, that when a ftatute giye^ 
fuch a difcretion, tlie punilhment of pillory or. whip-; 
ping was never inflifted on any ' malefadors, but 
on thofe of. the loweft and mea^neft degree, as werc^ 
ixdeed the generality of white-boy§, fo^.the.fuppref- 
fion of whom this ftatut<e was enafted. The affer- 
iion therefore that all catholics, peers or peafants, 
may, by the operation of this ^(ft, be fubjefted to 
the igtiominious puniftiment of piUory and \yhip-T 
toing, is a mifreprefentation- The. petition alfo 
luppreffes moft fraudulently, the laft claufe c^ 
this ftatute, which is in the words following : — • 
** AND whereas it is intended that^ this law Ihall 
l)e in force nc longer than, public neceffity 
(hall require j be it fiirther enaded, by the au- ^ 
^^ thority ^orefaid, that this aft fhall continue in 
^ force to the 24th 'day of June, 1778, and no 
•^ longer." Jhis ftatute, it is true, has been con- 
tinued from time to time, becaufe the diforders for 
the fupprelTion of which it was enafted have contU 
liued trom time to tim^ ; nay, fimilar diforders are 
now committing in the counties of Louth, Monaghan, 
Cavan, Meath, and Dublin, by a banditti, all catho- 
lics, caUin^ themfelves DEFENDERS, with a malig- 
nant aftivity, which has, as yet, generally evaded 6|r 
defeated the utmoft exertions of the ftanding army 
'to fupprefs them. But the catholic petition has 
omitted to ft:ate, that this aft will expire with the 
Xiext feffion of parhsiinent, unlefs the outr^es of 
their own fed ftiall render it neceffary to continue 
it. It will be naturally fuppbfed, by his majefty 
^nd his minifters in En^and, from the tragical . com- 
plaints refpeding the incapability of Irilh catholics 
- to keep arms, contained in the petition, that the 
Irifti ftatutes have in that particular been rigidly 
^x^cpted. With what aftpnifliment then muft they 

be 
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' be ftruGl?;^ wKen informed that thefe laws have been 
leldpm put in execution, and theil never generall)^, 
'buit in fmall. diftiifts of the cotintrjr, which have 
been infelied by dangerous cbmtnotions, and infur- 
reftioris of eatholicsT Mn Harris, in his hiftory 
of kiijg William, publiflied in the year 1745, ftates, 
that the aft ofthe 7tii of kin^ William, intitlcd, " an, 
** ad for the -better fecunrg the govejlmient to 
" difarmii^ papifts ;*' of which the aft of the i^m 
of George the 2d, for difarming papifts, is an amend* 
ment, his been rdrely executed, except upon the 
apprehenfion of invalibn or public difturbaricej 
and eveii then, with all poffible lenity and moderation^x 
Ahd to prbve that the clatifes in the aft of the 
1 5 th and 1 6th of his prefent majefty, refpefting 
the di&rming of catholics, have never becnr carried 
into execution, except in times of public ftifurrec* 
tion and difturbafice, and then too, amongft the 
meaneli of the people ; and that no perfon has evdt 
pet fuiFered thd punifhment of piWotf and whip- 
ping Under that aft, I can fafely appeal to the teC* 
timony of all the inhabitants of this kingdom, whe- 

. ther catholics or proteftants* That catholics, iqi 
any degree fupenor to the very bweft of the 
mob, never had any apprehenfion, that the proti- 
lions in this aft were . intended to affeft tiittny (mt, 

'ever would be executed againft thein; aj^eared 
moft manifeftly during the feafon of volunteering 
in this country, which commenced fubfeqiient to 
the pafling of that aft ; the catholics, not only 
mixed with proteftants in moft of the volunteer 
corps throughout the kingdom, were regwiented^ 
carried arms publicly, and learned military taftics ; 
but they formed themfelves into laige and numerotis 
corps, wellanried, accoutred, and inftruftedin mill* 
tary exercife, . and marched, and aj^ared in mili- 
tary array on all occafions, as othef volunteen. 
I faw ipyfelf a corps of Dublin v©lupteen, called, 
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{riga4e, mnefeen in twenty <5f which were, 

ic^, march thrb\:^ll -the city of Dublin, iihdt 

Jddej tq ih'e.gaites pF the caftle, the refidente of hU. 

.flf^fly^s .B^3iitenaht, along with other volunteers,. 

Vb w reyfcweci in his majefty'* ftioenix-pwrk. , 1 had 

the 'cutJcmt)r to the volunteers on that ddjc^ 

lii^ it wia a iev5ew of ^U th in. the pro-- 

*)jince [4^ l^i^^r.; i ftood.on Effex-bricige, and 

!i^<^ntea ihpni;fi^^^ and ks wdllis-I how i^col- 

]elt, i^jr ajhbun^^ about two thoufend inen^ 

jiad 99.^?^'^ > "^^ which abotrt one third were Mr 

'm.^i^t^ inon, if" tailed to action- of this whofc 

iiuttiber^^tfiie Irife ferigad^ amounted to fix hun- 

^s^ aifi tfie other vpluhteers cA^ the city of 

^^j^Jfi amounted to abotit- Ibtjr hufidrcd only j ^ 

^^Spa^^ catholics of Dubfin then in Srnis,. without 

"4,pi«n of thenl Jiaving a BcetJe Id carry arrns^ Qr 

Jtevjing ever appGo^ for one, exceeded, all the prbtef^ 

ttft* cdDJips <M lihe city of Dublin, by abotrt two 

Jfundirad, aiia ilife in ttie view, aAd as it were uhd^ 

tibe-nqfe of ..government.. Doe^ hot this pfove to t^ 

'^emoiiptratb tlmt the better fort of caiholii^s never 

' ^a^ned that ^e ibitute of the 1 5th and liSth of 

|tts,;prefent^m^eliy tended to, or ever would b^ptit 

4n ^^ecution^gainA theni. 

:^ The next paragr^^h of the petition is Oiie cprrfi- 

^iHliBd rmfreprflentatiori. / It ftate^, that the perfonak 

/property of all catholics .is ifrfecure, tliat the law al^ 

•fows and encoumges th^.difobedient child tac6fiform» 

•^d deprive the catholic parent of it ; and that the 

,fether does not, by thefurrender of his all, purchafc^ 

Ja^ t^poife,.^ he fn^iybe^attacked by new bills, if his 

iutiurc.'Hiduftiy be luccefsfiil, and ^in be.fjlun- 

4ered -by due JproceTs -of l^w. This mifrepreferi- 

.t^tion ^anfes, uther .frotn a mifconftruftion of ll>c 

fMJb*of tfep ad of Ann. chap. 6t:h, Entitled,. An aSt to 

iprcvei^t t\^ fiirther giowtli of jwpery ; and iof 

dbc ?th of Aiin. cK^. ijtie 3d, intitled. Ah aft 

t» 
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to 'exjdaitt ind ^iiilcnd the afercfaid iift of the fi^» 
*c'ond df Anntf, and the aft of the i 7th land rSih dT 
iiis te-efent to^dfty, chap. 4$ ; trr, fif^dm the tchtrUt 
.xjf iratid and impofition, (6 uftfemittmgly ]piir- 
^uerf thtdugh the whole performance j ^oni thfc 
* notes ahnexed to the 'editrtm bf this' |5etitioiV piib- 
liflied^by the catholic fiib-toitimittec, t am conf 
Vihced it did hot arife fmrn ignoirancc, but frodtt 
pttoieditated defign qf impofition; Tte two afote- 
ikid ads 6fthe ad and 8th of Qgeen Annfe, th!& 
;firft to /pt/^At ihe growftt of popenr, and thfc 
^othd" t6 explain. iittd anifend the firft, form but 0«b 
aft (tf patliametM: iii effeft, and are • always cottfi- 
dered in law as two paf ts of one whole : The ai^ 
of tJie fecond of Anne, k fe<ffioti thfc thitd, ^resi 
the conforming dCM of a popifh patent, a rij^t 
tb file a "tjjU in chancery igalnft the parent^ ftatnijg 
'th6 degree and ibility of the parent, ^ttd his of Jiti? 
CV^rfqnbiity, ,and prayings that the chancellor magr 
decree a jnaintenartce alnd portion to fdch diild 
. out of the parent'sefFefte, jtiitable to the degree and 
ability bf fuch palfettt : The portion ^ich the a<S^ 
fenabled the chancdior to decree on fuch bill, noit to 
be payable till the death of ftich parent. Under the 
WTord ability y this ad fubjeded both the real and per- 
fonal eftate of the catholic parent to the njiatntenancc 
and ,p6rtion of th^ conforming" child. This aft of 
the id of Anne;, the catholic parents of that age,. 
' very eafily eliideii^^y fiditious conveyances, jiiag- 
inents, and incumbrances : And there was alfo fomc 
difficulty in determining, -what the diild fhotald pet* 
fomi, m *refoed to Conformity, in order to mtitie^ 
.him to relief under this ad : To jemedy thefe de- 
\feds the. ftatute of the 8th xrf Anne w^ enaded, 
*^ving the conforrtung chfld no new remedy ^airift 
• the catholie parentj^ but it regulates and iettles 
What the GOffforniing child m^ do, to erititfe him. to 
file a biH againft 'his parent for a fnamte;ian6e 
^d portion ; and it i>hijgis^ the pai:cnt to difcover 
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6n o^fh, tl\t true valiic of his real and perlbnaf 
ellatc, over and above all iofid jide incumbrances 5 
jrieithq: is the Charicellor enabled by the 8 th of Anne 
to make any decree oji' fuch bill, fave fuch decree 
as » he was enabled to make by the aft of the 2d oiT 
Anne ; and he is . alto partictilarly feftrained during 
the life of the catholic pir6nt ffom giving nwjre to 
his protcilant conforming child cfr children, jfor 
Tuppoirt and maintenance, than one-third of. the 
perforial and real cftate of the parent, and he was- 
.left at liberty to give as much lefs as he in his dif- 
cretion might think fit. It is admitted, that real 
eftates of catholics are exempted firom any chargo 
for their conforming children, by the laws fome time 
. fince enafted in this kingdom ; but, it is lu^efted^ 
. that . their perfonal eftates are ftill liable, which 
fuggeftioh is founded on the following quibble i 
'By the aft of the 17th and i8th of his prefent ma- 
jefty.it isenafted, ^* That no maintenance or por-. 
tion (hall be granted to any child of a popilh 
parent, upon a bill filed againft fuch parent, 
purfuant to the aft of the zd of Queen Anney out of 
the perfonal property of fuch papift, except out 
** of ft^ch leafes which papifts may hereafter take 
** under the powers panted in the aft of the 1 7 th 
and 1 8th of his msgefty ; any thing contained in- 
any aft orftatute to the contrary in anywife not- 
" withftanding/* The quibble is thus ; this aft ex- 
cmps the pcrfonul eftate of catholics from main* 
tenahces and portions, which heretofore might have 
been decreed, on a bill filed under the aft of the 
id of Anne, and not from maintenances .and por- 
tions which may be yet decreed, on a bill filed un- 
der the aft of the 8th of Anne, for it does not at all 
'mention the Sth of.Ame-, but, I truft, I have al- 
ready (hewn that the bill given to a conforming^ 
. duld under the 2d of Anne, is the very fame bill 
given- under the 8 th of Anne, that both afts are 
19 be gonfidered ^s different parts of one aft only;, 
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and that, if the chancellor is prohibited by the 1 7th* 
and 1 8th of his prefent majefty, from giving any 
portion or maintenance to the conforming child ctf 
a catholic, on a bill filed by fuch conforming child, 
purfuant to the 2d of Anne 5 he is alfo prohibited 
from ^ving any portion or maintenance to the 
conforming child, on a bill filed under the 8th of 
Anne : for both bills are one and the fame bilL 
With refpeft to their fcope and prayer, and the re- 
lief to be given upon them. It is impoflible to form 
a bill for maintenance and portion under the 8 th 
of Anrie, which will not alfo be a bill for the fame 
purpofe, under the 2d of Anne. . And the wprds in 
the recited claufe of the 17th and 1 8tli of his pre- 
fent majefty, " any thing contained in any aft or 
'* ftatute to the contrary notwithftanding," forni 
ti fweeping claufe, .including the 8th of Anne, an4 
every other ftatute, if any there is, which could ia 
any manner ferve to countenance the quibble : Leafei 
for long ter^ns of years taken by catholics, be- 
tween the year 1778 and 1782^ are liable yet to 
maintenance and portions fpr conforming chil- 
,^ren ^ but catboEcs may eafily prevent it, either 
l>y felling fuch leafes, or furrendering them, and 
takiiig new ones for the remainder of the terms, 
Ko iiiftancc can be given of any bill filed in chan- 
cery by a conformmg child ^inft a catholic pa 
rent, for portion and maintenance, fince the year 
1778 ; which is a proof, if one was wanted, that np 
fuch bill is . maintainable : and the catholics of 
Ireland may reft affured, that they have fiiU powar 
and authority, as the laws now ftand, to ftarve their 
conforming children, who depend on them for fup- 
port, if any of them hereafter ftiall dare to conform 
to the proteftant religion. 1 

The two next para^aphs ftate, the exclufion of 
catholics from grand juries, unlefs there be a defi- 
ciency pf proteran^ 5 arid from petit juries in fome 
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-qjps ; aad the cemfeqjLjcnccSjf ^ecjucect ifv thfi petlr 
tj^, of thjs cxclufion, fircMp ^ j:pa{5 pf ex^g^ra^ 
ifiifcjipfcerent^Uons amj ^IfefioQcIf .pf tbcir excfc^i^ 
from gr^fld juries, thisy ftate tiic fc^o^j^\f\gi^0iijpff 
a^ the conlequences, . 

Firft, Jl^ they ^re deprived of jth^ bvimapc ^dt 
iiqilitable pi4flciple of the Ir^w^ wh^ch f^s^ th^t po 
man (hoIT he ponvifted of ^ny capital ^ifFenpe,. wqlci^ 
hy the cpiipiirrifig ^^r^/^j,pf twQ^jifpc^ gf lijs'peigl^.- 
^ur3 aiid eqii^Sf ^ . . 

Secondly, t% ffecy jire thereby depffv^d of ):h« 
gpeit^ j^Ikdiuiii of |:hp conflituliigp, trH % thc^ 
peers. , ^ , '^ '; '".. .'•..-'.• 

j^nd thirdly. That }t is pianiffft iiyi^ftipe,, to.h^Ai^ 
,theif prpper|:y tfL^ed in ^ifmeajsij by ^ b^fly fi[P% 
Krhiph they a« foripally excluded." • . - 

As to the firft fu^efted hardl^ip, it f ^i^tiood,, 
Tl^tc js f^ principle of the W whiclj fays, t$Jtf 
DP n^ fMl be coiiLvi,(^ed of apy capital offcACp, 
finlcfs by the concurrijag verdi^s of jtvyp juries pf fiij 
jB^hbouBS and equals ; the verdid of oixe jyry of 
twdve men, will convidt ex acquit ^^y pejCoA wU<> 
4S tried bei^re them fcir i?* coital crim^ ^ aa4 nei^^ 
fifttholic pr jMroteftant coijimpper, c^n Be coaviStj 
cd of d^ crime, c^pitjil or pthbywife, cjcept by 
ibe verdid of t^^elve meii, ^li^ jpieighfcK)iixr .* 4W 
f qiulsy f th^t is, twelve commoners, his piE^rs,)( ^Yi^n * 
liipqn ius trial TJtiis falfehood, I fvipppfe,. tfeey.wifi 
.^t^aigt to fi^pport by a pafllage la : ^^fl^xic^i 

Coa^pipntaries, mift^ed ly them, and jfcrhaps^ mif- , 
i^qdisri^ppd, which is as Mlc^ws: '* t'hat' np map, 
^ can .be qopvidted at the fyit of the Ring, of any 
** /Capital pflfer^ce, ^nleis by the unanimous. TOJjce, 
^ (not ijfcrdia) pf twenty-tour of his equals,, anji, 
** iieighbours; that is, by twelve ^t kajl pf . the 
•** gr^d i^ry, in ^ ^rft pHce, ^ff^ntir^ ,^a the 
^ accufiLtion, and ^fterwar<^,' by the. whole p?tii 
'^jvry <£ tvfelve more, finding t^it .gyiity phjxis^ 

" trial,** 
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« trial," And in. the preccflin^ pagc^ . thle fame au- 
thor ftates, " That the grand jury are ohhr to bear 
•* evidence on behalf of the ^rbfecution ; vfoi finding 
** an indiftment, i5\>nly in the nature of sift etiquiry 
** or accufitibn, which is afterwards to be tried aiid 
determined ; and the grand jiiry are only to en- 
quire upon their oaihs, whether there be fiafficient 
** ciufe to call upon the |>atty to anfwer it ;*' Thus 
it>6 evident^ tliat a grand jury tries no man, and 
^ves ^o verdifi. Catholic's have the Tame advan- 
tage as prdteftants of that ma;3dtn of law, that no 
■man can be cohvifted of any capitial offence^ ex- 
cept by the unanimous voice * of twenty-four of his 
neighbours and peers ; that is, by the affent of twelve 
^rand jurors, all commoners, to the propriety of 
piitting the indiftment or the accufatton intpavvay 
^ trial, and ^ to the determination of hb gui^, l^ 
twelve i^it jurors, allcommonere alfo, and his peers, 
on thear oaths on the tried, which is ckUed a verdift : 
And no catholic can be found guilty of any capital of- 
fence, except by the unanimotis v^ice of twenty-foyr 
4»f his ndghbooars and peers. 

The fecoiid hardfhip complained of, by the ex- 
cltificM^ of -catholics firom grand juries^ is alfo a 
notorious fsdfehood; vkz. that catholics aire deprived 
thereby of a trial by their peers; for a grand jury 
tries no man, but only puts him upon his trial, and 
cathoKcs, as well as proteftants, can be only tried 
by their peeps 5 ^nlefs" thi ridiculous affertion fhail 
ibe maintained^ that proteftant and catholic com- 
moners are not peers to each other, in the legal 
fenfe of the word peers -, and catholics may ferve 
indifferently with proteftants, in all petit juries, for 
the trial of all offences, whether cdpital or other- 
wife^ except offences under the popery laws, ftich 
as ehlifting men for foreign fervice, &:c. in which 
cafes, it would be the higheft abfurdity to fufier 
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C3tholips t<x fcrve on petit iuri?s, to try perfpas fear 
cripies, of which they themfeives arc dialy guUty, 

The third hardihip deduced by the petition ftom 
the eicWion of catholics from^and jxaries is, th«t 
it is manifeft injuftice to have theh; property ta;xed 
in ^ffejam^nts by the grand juricsi from which they 
axe formally excluded 5 graiid juries Are ifele&ed from 
aihong the. principal gentlemen of the counties at 
the difcretion of the fheriffs, they canneot ex-qeed 
twenty-three in number^ !suixj are not elefted,. they 
ire impowered by law to lay affe^nents on the land- 
liolders of the counties, for county purpofes ; all the 
laiidhoiders without difti^ion are fu^jeft to the 
jbwment of their feveral proportions of thcfe af- 
leffmcnts, which are genenily. apportioned by the 
number of acres they reifpeftively occupy ; the 
fpind jurors themfelves pay as well as others^ and 
all the pr otcftaftts of a county ^yho are not * grand 
ji^ors, have ajS t^wh reaifon to complain of thdfe af- 
fefthjients as the Rpman Catholics. ^ . 

The hardfh^ which the catholics deducej frofti 
flieir exciufion in fome cafes from petit juries is> that 
. tiey are in a wprfe condition in their native country 
than aliens^, for aliens may dem^d an equitable 
privlks^e <^nied to catholics,, of having half their 
juiy uliens Uke themfelves. The exa^eration con- 
tained in this complaint is renuurkable ; they repre- 
fent themfeives in every cafe which can conle to be 
tried before a jury, as in a worfe conditio^ than 
aliens, though they are not excluded from ferving 
ion petit juries on any civil cafe, except on trials of 
^Q^ions betw^n proteftants arid catholics; and 
that too, provided they are challenged, and the 
.challer^ proved-^ and they well know that fuch 
challenges are very feldom made, nor are they ex- 
cluded 'froni ferving on petit juries on the trial of 
aivjT criniinal riiatter whatfoever, except on the trial 
of offences under the popery laws ; in which cafes, 

as 
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3& I have already obfeirvecj, it woiild he abfurd to 
permit them to ferve j. the cbn^platnt alFo tKat they 
are in a wprfe conditioia thaa aliens, beca^fe que& 
tions of propertjr between them aiid prpteftants 
may perhaps be tned by protcftants only ; (a regula- 
tion which their own iiivetenite hatred 6f jprotcf^ 
tants, their uriiverfal ciaifc to all' e&zt&p la this 
kingdom noW enjoyed by prbteftants, as 'eftatea p? 
which their anceftors haye beea mguftiy deprived^ 
and their envy of the induftry" and prb^erity pf 
proteftants, majde abfolutely neceflary) flioukl qpen 
the eyes of all proteftants in this country, and pbint 
out to them the guile and frznd of the catholic par* 
ty, who are now coaxing and foothing thepqt itjtp a 
furrender of every, thing that cap. give pfoteflants ^y 
fecurity for the peaceable eiypymeht of their rrfigion^ 
their lives, and their eftates, by ftijiiig thctn in 
their publications their brethernV w'^^^^^t ^^^ (rnii- 
time their petition ftates that they todt upon them- 
fdves in a worfe conditjdn than aliens, becaufe their 
claims of propjcrty, and the offences they may commit, 
are in fome few cafes of abfolute ^ nepeflity for the 
fekeofjuftice, to be tried by proteftant? oftlyi that 
is, bythofe whom they have lately aflfefted to ftiic' 
their brethem. 

I come now to the laft cdnjpkiint in the petition, 
to wit, the incapacity of catholics to vcite" at th(e cjpc-. 
tions of reprefentatives in parliament ; this incapacity 
they fet forth as the badge of unmerited difgrace and' 
' ignominy ; and as the caufe and bitter ag^vat|ori 
OT all their other calamities. In aE the phor patt$ 
of their petition they deal in bold and fliamelel? 
falfchoods, in clumty groundlefs ^gravation, in' 
notorious mifreprcfentatjqn, fuj^reffion .of trutH 
and miferable quibbles ; but oil th^ fubjeft of their 
incapacity of voting, Jthey have exhauj^ed afl th^ 
eloquence, all their art, cunning, powers of decep- 
tion, falfcho<xJ, aggravation, rmfrepr^feiitationj^ and 
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all the piteous and pathetic declaoiation, which hy 
within the ftores of the whole fraternity. They en- 
deavour to per{uade his iiiajefty^ th^t the depriva-. 
tibn of the' eleftive ftanch& has reduced them to 
the moft iniferable ftate it Is pofliWe tQ degrade hyman 
creatures W ; that exdufion frpiq the eleftive fr^-. 
chife, fujbje^s them ^o eveiy evil ai\d misfortune 
to wWch human nature is liable. After this lamenta- , 
table exordium, they proceed to fta^e the eviU parti-, 
cularly, to wliich exdiifion from the ele<5tiye fraqchifcs 
fulyeifts them. 

Firft, that they ?ire twed where they are not re^^ 
prefented adually or virtually ; and bound by kws, 
m the framing ot which they W^.hq power to ^vear^ 
withhold their aflent. 

Secondly, that it happens continually, and from 
the malignant natur9 of the law, of neceffUy myft hap- 
pen, that multitudes of the cathojic tenaiit;ry indi^- 
vers counties in the kingdom are, at the expiration of 
their leafes, expelled wm tljieir tenements and farms, 
to make room for proteftant freeholders, to fupport, 
the intereftof their landlord, and that this uncerta<nty. 
of poffeflipn of the catholic tenantry^ difcourages in* 
duftry and cultivation, and prevents the in^prQveoient 
of the kingdom. 

ThiixJly, that many catholics, to preferve theii? 
families ^pm total deftrudtion, and prefering perjury^ 
to famine, fubmit not a nominal conformity s^nft; 
their confcience, and take oaths which they do not 
believe. 

As to the firft grievance fuggefted to arife from 
the exclufion of catholics from the eledtive fran-^^ 
chife, that of their being taxed where they are not 
ireprefented aftually or virtually; and bound by 
lawsj in the framing of which they cannot exprefs 
aflent or diflent ; it is proper to obferve, that in all 
their late publications, and in this petition, they ftate, 
that the proteftants of Ireland amount to one-^fourth 
• ' ' ■ - . of 



of tj^e ifduiJbi^tj^ pnlyj^ ^yhk:h altog^tl^r amouiit t^ 
four milJioAs ; cpafequently the pipteftants, by timf^ 
ftatement^ ampi^t u> oiie mill jcmy The l^iiUture , 
of this coiintiyj as. well a§ of Ea^lwd's h^$ thought' 
fit tor prefcribe cer^m qw^ifkati^ins, widipyit the> 
poffeiflion of which no penpa is^sdlowed tp yojte for. 
reprefentativea. in pa? Jiamen| -^ and by our conftitur 
tion.the legillature has an undQubt^4 right fo. to dOr: 
One of tliefe qualifications in. Irel^ftcJ as to yotere in,, 
counties is, that every voter fhaU hay.e ^ fte^hQldof 
t;h^ yearly value of fprty (hillii^ at, the kail ; ano^ 
^er, wjich extends to allyoters whetMr.ia^ eoijwxti^ 
or boroughs is, that the voters fligill) be prptefentsi 
It is comp^f^ 4h3i/all peifcns who enjoy. thQ elec- 
tive fira^chife in Jrejaind, whether, in CQunti^ or bo-: 
roughs, 4o npt ex<;]p^ the nyrab^- of . fixty thoiJH'. 
6jjg4 ; fo that there »re in. Jreland, . nine hundred .^n^ 
^rty tho\;ifaijd :prQt^j(knts VYhp 4p . not enjoy tlie. 
eledive franchife, admitting, foj: adg^tp^nt'sSlje^ the 
(calculations of the jcajjbplics, as tp |:h^:reteti.¥i5. num- 
bers of the inhibi^aflts of thi^ kJQ^9Jiia, to;be tmc^^ 
2fid the w?ipW <)f,pri^te^ts .eifclud^. ftom tlw 
ele6tiv:e fr^h^^ ip. Ireland, a^ (o thoik^ prot^iants. 
^hp enjoy it in the proportion nearly. o£eigljjfceen.to. 
one; hence, e^tee».o\jt of nineteen of tie protcC-. 
t^pt in^bitaijjs of Ireland :4f^ in jth^ felfrfaaua.conr 
dition, in refpejS: to excli^fipn fiapi^theel^j&iYeima--. 
cjaife with the catholics; arjd if. the, csithojic pon 
fition is true, ^xp j)Dt ,^^d^^y or. y'vit^^ 
ed in parlian>ent. It muil be. hi^rr^SQ^d^sd, tlmt: 
bpth in j^ngl^d apd Jrelat^d^ thq^. whok commosis 
ip the reajpi have bei^n hitherto f^ppofed to, be> both . 
af^ally afi^ virtually |:eprefen|ed by the. hou& . o£ 
qpmmon^, though the me<9iber$ , of the -houfe havioh 
not for ag^es paii beca eleded by the wholj^ conu^on^ 
of the reakn, but by compargtlvely a fmall pai:t: 
^nly; that catholics, by cpnfprining, and qiJ^JiJfst 
^g thewfely^S.as . t^ laws . of. th<Q .ftatc dired|, may 

attain 
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attain the ^leftive fraachife, and that ^ perfons who 
poflefs ^ capability of beeoimng electors, though not 
dually efeftofs, are fuppofed to be repreferited in 
parliament. I will not here enter into any ftirthcr 
di^uifition refpe^ing a<ftual or virtual repfeferita- 
tioh, but I'wili venture to affirm, that in large ftates, 
which poflefe extenfive territory and population, it 
is utterly impra^ieable to extend the elective franv 
chife to all conditions of people, and at the fame time 
fupport any regular form of governmeht ; and that the 
|rfah of ele&i(», now adopted by the French aflaffins, 
will, as loi^ as it laite, be attended by anarchy, puWic 
confuflon, and calan^ty. 

The fecond evil which the petition ftates, that ca- 
tholics endure by thfeir exclufion from the elective ' 
franchife, and on the fcore of which they utter the 
moft ^tiful exclamations, is^ *' that fuch is the ma- 
Kgriity of this law of exdufion, that from its very; 
natujne, it is the caufe of the expulfion o( the catho- 
lic tenantry from their farms, of the uncertainty 
of their tfetturesj and of the confequent defolation 
of the idngdom- This is one of the moft iinprudent 
falfehoods that ever was advanced in any age or 
country; thefe i§ fcarce one gentleman in this houfe 
acqtiainted with the internal ftate of this country, 
who does not^ know it to be a f^ehoqd ; it brinjg 
now the aknol^ univerfal mode of letting lands in 
Iiieland, for the landlord to advertife bis lands at 
the exoprtition of a leafe, to be let to the beft, and 
higbeft bidder, and to kt them accordin^y, without 
cdnfidering the religion^ of the tenant, but merely 
his fobrency, and the price he offers ; but I will de?- 
moiiftratc it to be a falfehood from their own ftate 
<rf their cafe, and their own reafoning. The ca- 
t^u^cs of Ireland, as they ftate, amount to three 
fourths of the whole iBfbabitants ; the proteftant 
inhay^^ts can therefore amount only to the one 
lijuftha the catholics, who apply themfelves to 

farming 
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farmir^ and country, bulmefs, exceed the proteftant3 
of the farxje daft in a jnucii greater portion than 
their relative -nuxnbers bear, from reafons not now 
neceflary to enuiperate : So that fuppafing the catho- 
lic calcujatiph of numbers to be true, th?. catholic 
farmers muil exceed the proteftants in the proportion 
of at leafl: £x to one. Hence it is irapoffible that 
the affertions contained in the catholic petition, 
refpefting the ^xpulfion of catholic tenantry . in 
fayour pFproteftaqts, can be true ; becaufe:, if a ipro- 
•teftant landlord was ever fo much inclined io expel 
hi^ catholic tenantry, and fubftitute proteftants in 
their room, it is impoflible for him, from want of pro- 
teftants, to gratiify uach inclinations ; and it is evident 
to demonftmtion, from tlie ftatement of the catho- 
lies in the petition, that fix parts in feven of thie 
kingdom muft be laid wafte, and the proteliUnt 
lanmords alljuined, if they flicadd expel their catho- 
lic tenantry, in expeftation f proc^iong profcftant 
tenants, "Thus I have -convicted the cathoHcs of 
downright fedfehood in this j^ticular, from their Own 
ftatement in their petition, 

. The third grievance, which the petition alleges 
to be a confequence of the exclusion of catholics 
from the eledive franchife, aiid for tlie remedy of 
which they appeal with the greateft energy to his 
majefty's piety, clemency, and commiferation, is, 
that kveral catliolics, to .pevent themfelves from 
beir^ expelled from ther farms, and thereby, with 
their families becoming the prey •of famine, conform 
to the prpteflant religion againft their confciences, 
and perjure thenifelves by taking oaths they do not 
believe. 1 have already fhewn that no fiich grievance 
as the expulfion of catholics from ther farms ^in 
corifeauerice of eleftioneering fchemes exifts, or 
ever did exift^ in this kingdom ; and if the ftatement 
of the catholics contained in their petition be true, 
it is impbffible it could, orcanexifty and therefore 

no 
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tio ftich confcqucncc can folfow from It as this {Kird 

pretended grievance. I do indeed admit, that at 

all county eleftion? 'in this kingdom, there are to be 

found c^dtholics wtclced enough to perjure them- - 

Telves by fwearing th^t they arc not catholics, to 

enable tnenifelvcs to vote ; and this is partly admitted 

in the writs of Edward Byrne, after mentioned ; but \ 

they do this vbliintkilV, and are not induced by j 

any neceffity or caufes, lave their depravity, avarice, 

and perhaps ambition, to do fo ; arid I hope the 

eleftion laws in this kingciom will be never change^ 

on accouht of Tuch wicked mifaeants, who are as 

Teady to perjure themfelves on any other account. If 

^id for it, as on eleftions ; and who have caufed the 

words " Irifti Evidence** to be echoed throughout 

CSfteat Britain, as terms of pro\«erbial cfifgrace |to thjs 

country. 

The petition, after ftating a ftrlng of j^ievances^ " 
which I nave {he^Vn never had epftehce, 2& proceed- 
ing from the cxclufion of catholics fironi the elediye 
fiandiifc, then proceeds to claim this franchife, 
as a right, and founds the claim of right of thq ca- 
tholics on as bold untruths as any tontairted in 
the former part of their petition, or rather bolder; 
for the principal faUchood on which the petitioners 
ground it, ftands refuted by the public reqbrgls, by' 
arfts ofparliament,^ and by hiftory ; and this falfe-. 
hood alfo includes a libel on the proteftarit govern- 
ment of this country fince the revolution, as ground- 
fefs and malicious as ever yet w^as publilhed. The 
petition dates, " That the right of tranchife, that is^ 
** of eleftive franchife, was fecured, at Ijeaft to a 
great part of the catholic body^ by the treaty of 
Limerick, in 1691, guaranteed by King William 
and Queen Mary, and finally confirmed and ra- 
tified by parliament ; notwithflanding which, and 
-" in direft breach of the public faith of the nation^ 
*• thus folemnly pledged, for which their anceftors 
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* paid a valuable confideration, in the lurrender of 
' their arms ^nd a great part of the kingdom, - 
' and notwithftanding the moft fcrupulous adhe- 
' rence on the part of the catholics to the terms of - 

* the {aid treatj% and their unremitting loyalty 
' from that day to the prefent, the faid right of 

* eleftive franchife was finally and univerfally taken 

* away from the catholics or Ireland, fo late as the 

* firft year of his majefty king George the 2d." It 
will not be yery difficult to expofe the notorious falfe- 
hoods of every part of this paragraph. The whole bo- 
dy of Irifh cathohcs> after the abdication of king James 
the 2d, in England, took up arms, under the pre^^ 
tence of fupportrng his: title to the crown of Ireland ; 
but in reality for the purpofe of overturning the pro- 
teftant ecclefiaftical eftablifhment in this kingdom, 
and fubftituting popery in its Head ; and'of feparating 
this country for ever from England ; as all perfons 
who have read the^ proceedings of the pretended 
parliament held in Dublin, uiider the authority of 
king James in .1689, muft be convinced. The pro- 
teftants of this kingdom took up arms in their own 
defence, and were lupported . by a formidable army, 
fent from England by king William, to their affift- 
ance ; after two years of a bloody and deftijudtivc 
civil war, the catholic forces, every where routed 
and defeated, were driven into the city of Limerick, ^ 
in which, in the autumn of the year 1691, they were 
clofely befieged by the generals of king William, 
and the proteftant^ army lender their command. Pent 
up in this city, the catholic army was reduced to 
enter into articles of capitulation with the general 
of king WiUiam, the Baron de Ginckle, on the third 
day of Odober, 1691, which capitulation is ftiled 
the military articles of Limerick ; thefe military ar- 

. tides relate folely to the catholic reg^ular army and 
rapparees, a kind of irregul^ catholic banditti^ then ^ 
in' arms in the counties of Limerkky Cork, Clare^ and 
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Kerty,, mdto iht g^rifmofthe town e/ 5%(>, whidi 
had fiiirindefed On the i j;th of September preceding. 
The chief conditiott^ ftipuiated by thefe military 
fM-tictesi t^it to the fefe tranfpoftatioh into Francfe 
trf fiich pfficfeft ftftd foldiers of tlidt &my, as ftiuuJd 
tiiuofe tb embaifk for that couMry, Of the whofe 
caihoiic afmy oMy thtee priftcipai officers, to wit. 
Brigadier Cliflbrd, {^ Eftgfi(htnaA) Col. Henty 
LuttWit, add Col. Ptircel!^ chofe to ftay at hohie, 
*tigether with foihe officef s 6f i^ftfetid^ rank, i3nd pri- 
▼atc foidrers ; the iftft> to th6 Itmoutit of twenty tfaou- 
fend meiii chtofe to embark fo^ France, acrai wef e 
tnmfx^ted thither acddrdki^y. See Hams-i Kfe df 
king William, p^^ 351^ and 352. 

Exclirfive (rf thi^ ftiiiit^ tapifofeitioh, tha^e was 
another cajAt^lilioA ^fed by tbe^ lords juftkes aiid 
general Gmdde ofr the Cfte part> aiftd by ihte csrfhoiic 
^gcnttemeA of laiided pft^erty , iiftongft t;rhom weite 
Sit <3arret Cftlloh, Sir Theobald Botl^ar^ atid Jbhft 
Brotfrn, tefq. three catholic lasers of ^at ^emi- 
nence, 6n tte other pjirt. This capitiriattonis c^ed 
the xrivil artictes df Liaierfek ; they H^ tvrdw in 
number, with ii kind of poftfcript, folely relating to 
Gol. Jofch Sro^ft, and the fiift of them ofttf relates 
to thfe ^vjfrein catholics (not cathdlics) of frdsfid 
inJgefleral^ smd is conftiied entirely to certain ftip»la- 
tions refpeftihg the ejccrcife of their reli^on. The 
iaft of thefe artidfc's is in the ^otds foltowir^ : Laft- 
** Ivv t'ke J*ds juftkes ^i^ gei^eral do 'itfidmafce^ th^ 
^ iiieir majeftfes wiflr^ify ttefe ^rtictes A^ithih the 
^ Ipacte cf eight iiidftths "Or fooner^ and ufe thdr ot- 
V moft etidea^vmifs that the fame giall'tre ra?tified 
"** ahd corrfirmed in parliament." It is proper here 
to obferVe, that a-s the king has no powdr by iMir 
•cOiiftituticJn, to ftiake lawB by his own authority to 
bfeid Ws futgeds, 'laws rdpedihg inteitia govern- 
t*ieht and the regulation bf hi& kingdom, miaft be 
eimdfeed by parliament. The king, hfe deputies 

or 
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W gei3^r2^s, Jiad oq power to contr^^ afc^lutely with 
the caihQlk^ of this kiogdam, his awn ftibj^fa^, 
theji in Aftual rebeUiOT ^inft him, for ai\y civil 
privilege or immumtie? whatfoever^ pirliampnt 
aloae has .the power qf Ju^king ftujh conlra&s, ^nii 
it appears by this i zth article, th^t the ^U l^wy^rs 
who cQndu&ed this capitutetion qo tlie part (^ th^ 
pthdii;^, peife<3tly y/ell uncjeiftood the conftitutioa 
in thi^ point ; and thef mwft h^ye ^fq known, that 
every law made by pafii«npi|t, is ^n rev9»ble 
>nd repealable hff parliatncat 4t wy timr, when 
^itjier this fame parliament, or ^ fucceeding one, 
jmy think it fit and expedient tP fej^ it. The 
crown could not perform any p^ of thefc avil ^itii^les, 
Sor cQ^d it contrfiuSt to perform any of them, except 
jTuch piurt (4 them as related the rrfp^fe or reftpra- 
tion of jQiiph eftrtes as were li^^We tp forfeiture, qt had 
been f^iz^ or forfeited, on m^mnt of the r:d^ion, 
which he»me thei^eby the property c^ t^e crown ; 
and fo fer, mi no ferther, emM the jET^wft jfftify the 
mil Ai;>:idles rf Limerii:k, or guafsp^e them in 
^j^ maan^n Thi? .caih/c^ip army, ^ to tlie reft of 

.the civil jirjiideg, furrendered jb^j^efsly- on the condi- 
tion thijt the icrown iliould ufe it$ nimQ&- iriivieAce 
fPiwviaii on the pm'hame^ to ratify them.; i^ch. 
eng^ement the crown fiii&Ued witht^e ytojoftgood 
iakh i and if the crowfi, after e:}cert|Rg its jjtmoft 
jafloen^e with pftrU&ment for the purpofe, was yna- 
^ to (^yail on the p^rli^meAt to ratify thefe civil 
i^ticies in their fijll e^cteiat, m was the cajfe, the capi- 
tijifotion of Jimerick was in no^ wife infringsd s the 

-crown and the reb^J aripy in I^iaerick hfi.ym& only 
coptjr^ed, that 9^ ;nuch of thefe wtW^H^ could be 
,perfprmed \^ the crown, and ^ mnfh as /lipoid be 

^$erw^fd.s j^ti^ed by p^rii^m^nt, IhQuld l?e e^ied 
into e^e^tion.^ 

There is not one of thefe civil article^ o£ Liine- 
ikk which fecnres the e.aJoyme:it ^ the ele<9:iye 
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franchife to the catholics of Ireland, or to any "" 
part of them, or recognizes in any inanner their 
right to fuch franchife, as ftated m the petition, or 
even mentions it. The article on which fome Ca- 
tholic writers have attempted to ground their affer- 
tions, refpedting rights pretended to be acquired by 
the articles of Limerick, is the fecond article. It is 
in fubftance as follows : Tliat all the inliabitants or 
refidents of Limerick, or any other gan'ifon then 
in pofleffion of the Irifh, and all officers and foldiers 
then in arms under any commiffion of king James, 
or thofe authorized by him to grant the fame, in 
** the feveral counties of Limerick^ Corke^ Clare ^ 
Kerry y ^nd Mayo^ or any of them, and all fuch as 
are under their proteRion in Jaid counties ; and all 
commiffioned officers in their majefly's quarters^ 
belonging to thelrifli raiments in being, that were 
treated with, and were not prifoners of war, or had 
taken proteftion, who Ihould return and fubmit 
to their m^efty's obedience, their and every of 
their heirs,' (hould hold, poffefs, and enjoy, all and 
<^ every of their eftates of freehold and inheritance, 
and all the, rights, titles, and interefts, privileges, 
and immunities, whicli they, and every, or any of 
them, held, enjoyed, orwere rightfully and lawfully 
** intitled to, in the reign of king Charles the 2d, or 
"' at any time fince, by the laws and ftatutes that 
" were in force in the reign of king Charles the ad, 
" difcharged of all arrears of quit and crown rent, in- 
^* curredfmce Michaelmas, 1688, to the day of the 
** date of the articles ; provided that no perfon what- 
** foever fliould have or enjoy the benefit of that ar» 
" tide, who Ihould negled, or refufe^ to take the 
^' oath of allegiance made by adt of parliament in 
" England, in thefirft year of the reign of king "Wil- 
^* Ham and queen Mary, when thereunto required. 

It is now neceffary to fee how much thefe civil arti- 
cles were ratified by parliament ^ firft obferving, tliat 
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all the proteftants of this kingdom were highly 
diflatisfied with the capitulation in general ; as the 
catholic troops, who had treated them with tht 
greateft cruelty and feverity for three years pre- 
ceding, were thereby not only exempted from all pu* 
nifhment for their rebellion, but were fecured in the 
poffeflion and enjoyment of all their eftates, without 
making the finaUeft compenfation to the proteftants 
for all the ravages they had for three years preced* 
ing committed on their property. • On inq)eAion 
on the ftatute of the ninth of JVilliam, chapter 2d> 
intitled, an ad for confirmation of articles made at 
the furrender of the city of Limierick, which a6t palT- 
ed in the year 1697 (for no fooner could the Irifh 
parliament be prevailed on to ratify any part of 
thofe articles) it will be found that the Irifh parlia- 
ment did not ratify the firft civil article refpeding 
religion, or any part of it ; and as to the fecond ar- 
ticle, the parliament fpecially ratified it in the fenfe 
^nd intendment contained in the aft and not other-^ 
wife. They rejefted out of their ratification of it the 
.wordsi " and all fuch as are under their proie£tion in 
** the faid counties^'* thereby excluding all perfons 
from the benefit of the fecond article, except the 
inhabitants of Limeirck, and the officers and loldiers 
of the Irifti army. To the words" all rights, titles, 
" and interefts, privileges, and -immunities," the 
parliament added the ^rds, to the faid Efiates of 
freehold and inheritance belonging ; aud that- the rejio- 
ration of the perfons comprifed ht the fecond arti(;le thus 
ratified^ f/iould only extepd^ or be confirued to extend^ 
to the refioring of the faid perfons aud every of them^ 
lo their faid eftates of freehold and inheritance^ againfi 
his majejiyy his heirs^ and fucceffors^ in as large and 
ample manner as they fliould have enjoyed the fame^ 
had they not ieen gtdlty of the rebellion dforefaidy and 
fwt oihenvife, or in any other manner ^^' thereby ex- 

• . prefsljr 
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, pEcfsly dcdaring, that thou^ thrfc catholic eftate$ 
were reftored to cadadicS) ireed &om any fbr&i* 
ture to the crown, yot tlat they were to hold them 
fubjed.to ftK^ limitations, conditiom, and rt&jiQ* 
4iQns, u the (:^ament of Ireland ihmild^ &oiVL 
time to. time pleafe to annex to thein» The 'z& 
then oroccAied to ratify othfits of Jihe civil articles^ 
but ^n^ wore totally omitted. Any perfon who 
has an incHnation to &e aiidl and able re&ilationof 
this ayhamay, that the ca^tx^tioa of Limarkk was 
infringed, may find it in a pamphlet >^tten by^ a 
ycry learned member o( this hoi^e. Dr. ArthW 
Srown, Ofle of the rcprefentaiives of ^ the Univer- 
iity in parliament, pubMied ^loe years ago, and 
lately repnbiifhed , ii> this city* I hwc faid enough 
i:cfpe<9:ing thefe articles for my prcient purpofe ;»-»► 
j^ow let us cxammt what perfons coidd beconie inr 
titled to jany benefit under (he fecond o£ the civil 
articles of Lim^ick,-H:«certainly the QMicn and cf'- 
Actx^ oi the catholic army, aiui i^e ii^ahitants of 
Limenck, or any other ^rriibn ih^ ip poiTeffion 
«f d[ie Iriih (wiiich were two jonly^ to wit> CkiJe 
Caftte and Rofs Caftfc, very fmaU, inil^ifica^t. for- 
tr^es, in which there could he very few inhabir 
taotfi^^ccept thekgarrifons) and this too, on ^ cott'- 
dition of their rcturnine^ and fiitodutting to iheir 
majeflies obedkace, and t^Hdn^ the oath of alle- 
^aooe, if jssequired. I hiure ibewn alrea/^ that 
^Ql);ie-teii:hs of the cathohc army reje&od this ' conr 
ditiofi, tvent to Fcanbe, mA abandoned thi^ir coua? 
try aod eilates, and the ekiS^Vie franchise ncv^r was 
g^atanieed by tbi? &cood arti<cle, to the few catho«^ 
Jtics who iiayed in their isoujitry, an^d performed 
the conditbn contaified in ^he acticle^ by tkp .words 
of the ortidb aa xat£&ed by par^amefit^ ' The wo^ 
lof the artick u^^ d)^t they 0iojtild be xeftored to 
their cfhtes of ft^hdkl i^id it^ritance, ^nd all the 
^^ht^ titles, Olid interefts^ privileges and immuni- 
ties. 
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tiesj to the feid cftates betefigtng, as Ibef hdid tfeero 

in tlic reigii of Charles tbc Secoa^l ^ and the aft of 

rstificatioH ejcprefdy ftates, that this datife in tbe 

articles is to be coafidered ottly as peflxiring catho-- 

lies to their cftates, fited from amy impeachment 

on fcore of forfeit^urc tb th* croWn for their rcbei^ 

lion ; ted thercfoife it never can be coirflrued Co, f» 

ti) bar thus pAtliamdnit from cuttmg xsff &otn tbefe 

cftates any prhrBeges amiexed to them, the tacercife 

of Whichj^ whiift the «ftat<5s temaiiKd ia the iaoids 

of the x:ath<Acs, wojcM be prcjodidal t^o Ihe (kte* 

The wopds^ T^hts, titles^ and intercfts> privilege^ 

land imtTraaritiesi, Are mere t\H>rds of <»nveyaattoe and 

aflbrancfcj and ftequefttly ufed in coiwcyaiaces c£ 

eftateSi ^d fignify nothing move thm. that the^raa-*^ 

tee*, bas, by the conveyance, the foil dominion ovfer 

the eftates : Befid^ it cannot be argued without 

manifeft abfiirdity, that any jprivilegc asmexed to 

thefe eftates, very few in number, and very iBcon-*- 

fiderable, which the handfal of cathohcs^ who 

qualified themfelves to take the benefit «f the arti-- 

cies, Were at the thne dFt3>e da*e of the articles in^ 

'titfei to, attajched to the perfon of the cathofic ^ 

he pdfleffed my annexed privileges, cMily in virtiatt 

<rf his poffcflion of the ^eftate, and tiiey expired witli 

his title to the land ; /neither can catholics , poffi* 

bly claim any privilege, annexed by tlte articfcs oT 

Limerick, to the few eftates which the few qim^icd 

catholics then became entitled to trnder thefe articfes^ 

as annexed to eftates, which catholics have purchafed 

fincethe daeteof the capitulation. 

J tiilft J have faid enough fully to prove that the 
^ieftive franchife was not fecurcd to any catholics 
whtttfoever, by the articles of capitulation of the 
City of Limerick, in Odobcr, 1691, and never was 
-guaTarteed by King William and Queen Mary, nor 
.ratified by parliament 4 tliat the whole ftate of this 
bufinels as fet forth hi the cathphc petition, is a 

ftring 
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ftring of continued falfehood ; and that a bddy of 
people, who in defiance of all public records, can. 
carry to the foot of the throne fo notorious an un- 
truth, and, though petitioners cannot conceal their 
hatred and animofity againft thofe whom they affedl 
toftile their proteftant^ brethcrn, but fluff their pe-^ 
tition with falfe, rancorous, and malignant libels 
againft the proteftant government of this kingdom, 
aflerting therein that the articles of Limerick were 
infringed, and a direft breach thereby made of the 
public faith of the nation, folemnly pledged to them, 
are fo far from meriting any favour from this houfe as 
yet, (thank God \) proteflant ; that this houfe fhould 
rather ferioufly confkler, whether they ought not to 
re-enadt th6 penal code of popery laws, or fome part 
of it, which miflaken lenity has induced them with- 
in thefe few years to repeal, and whether the exigency 
of the times does not now demand fuchconduft from 
them. 

I cannot forbear here obferving the deception of 
this petition, in its introduction of the capitulation 
of Limerick; it dignifies it by the title oi 2i treaty y 
and flates that the catholics purchafed the benefits 
of this treaty, by -the valuable confideration of fur- 
rendering their arms, and a great part of the king- 
dom. Treaty is generally uled to fignify an agree- 
ment between parties on fome footing of equality 
with each other, at leaft refpefting the fubjeft mat- 
ter of the agreement ; but the bufinefs at Limerick 
in 1 69 1, was a capitulation agreed toby the Englifh 
generals, from ill-judged unleafonable mercy, and 
with a. band of routed traitors, fairly fought down, 
the refufe of the fword, inclofed like rats in, a trap, 
in a little town, in a corner of the kingdom, from ^ 
whence they had no pofTibility of efcapmg, and in 
tyhich they could make neither effeftual iior long re- 
iiftance -, the certain viftims of the avenging gibbet^ 
^r the fword ;— -fuch was the treaty ! 

As 
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As to the COftfideratbh j the cftth(^ic trows at the 
tinfeof the furreftder, had iko foftrefs ki the kingdom 
m their haftds, except the eaftles of Ro£ and Ckre, 
boHi of which couki be rediiced by two fix-pound- 
ett 5 and the city of Limerick, at that time bat- 
Icred to pieces about their ears, aiKl fome mountain- 
ous trafts of difiicult accefs in the feveral conrities of 
Co!k, Kerry, Limerick^ Clare and Mayo, occupied by 
detadhed parties of catholic troc^s, without food, 
raiment or atdmunition, and which might have been 
cleared of them iti a few wedcs, by a fmaU part of 
the pit)teftant army ; fuch was their valuable conli- 
detation, and fuch the confidcraWe part of the king- 
dom they futrendered. 

The petitioh next demands <he eledivc franchife 
for the cathcflks as a right, from their unvarying 
loyrfty, and dutifiil fubmiflion to the laws; frorti 
.tl*jir fervke in the fleets and armies ; and thekr pay* 
mettt of tales. 

As to their loyalty and Tubftitflion to the laws^ 
i have already (hewn the feHity of fiich a pretence ; 
AS to their femce in the fleets and armies, 1 fup- 
pdk feme xiS the meaneft and moft indigent catlio- 
itcs at times do enlift in the armies, and enter in 
the fleet, from all -pofts of truft and emolument In 
wtach, as their petition ftates, they are excluded ; 
hurt then the catholics, both gentlemen and yeomen, 
fcq>p5y, 2ta& have heretofore fuppKed the French ana 
SpaiMi armies with foldiers and marifters in a much 
greata: proportion. As to the paymeilt of tasies, the 
cathrffi^ of lielatxd are ftffly recom^nfed ibr it, 
by Ijeiiig very ^eftu^i^ proteftcd byjuft adld equal 
laws, be^h in their perfi>ns and properties, without 
their haying any itafoftaMe demand on the ftate, to 
mftk'^Qtti with political power and inftufence, on the 
fcoie off focb payments. 

The petition ftates, thatthe ri^t of deftiveifrari- 
ichife was fijpafiy and tmiverfafiy taken away frorti 

Q^ ^ the 
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the catholics of Ireland, fo late as the firft year of 
hismajefty king George the fecond. This truth is 
difgraced by. a fuppreflion of part of the truth j for 
they Ihould have ftated, that it was not the, firft time, 
nor the fecond time, that the parliament of Ireland 
attempted, by their adts, to difable catholics from 
voting at eleftions of members of parliament ; and 
fuch was the avowed difafFeftion of Irifh catholics 
to the fucceffion of the houfe of Brunfwick to the 
throne, as fettled by the Englifh aft, intitled, " An 
" aft for the further limitation of the crown, and 
" better fecuring the rights and liberties of the 
" fubjedt,*' for many years after the revolution, 
that the Irifh parliament, in the fecond year of queen 
^nne, 1703, thought the obliging of catholics to 
take the oaths of allegiance and abjuration prior to 
their being allowed to vote for members of parlia- 
ment, was a fufficient bar to their voting on fuch oc- 
cafions ; and accordingly it was enafted by the aft of 
2d Ann* chap. 6th, lee. 24, as follows : " And for 
** preventing papifis having it in their power to 
" breed diffention amon^ proteftants, by voting 
" at eleftions of members of parliament, be it en^ 
** afted, that from and after the 24th day of March, 
*,* 1703, no . freeholder, burgefs, freeman, or inha- 
bitant of this kingdom, being a papift, or profef- 
fing the popifh religion, fhall at any time hereafter 
*^ be capable of giving his or their vote, for elefting 
*^ of knights of any fhires, or counties, witliin,thi$ 
** kingdom ; or citizens or burgefTes to ferve in any 
*' fucceeding parliament, without firft repairing to 
" the general quarter feflions of the peace, to be 
" ^lolden for the counties, cities, or boroughs, where- 
*' in fuch papifts do inhabit and dwell, and there 
" voluntarily taking the oath of allegiance, and alfo 
** the oath of abjuration, and obtaining a certificate 
^* tliereof from the clerk of the peace." Again, in 
the. fecond year of George the firft, chap. 19, fee. ^, 

it 
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k was enafted, " That no papift fliould vote at any 
*•* eleftion for members of parliament, ' without- 
" having taken the oaths of allegiance and abjura- 
^ tion,^ fix calendar monrtis before the day of 
*' eleftion, and that if he did, he fliould forfeit one 
" hundred pouhds on conviftion^ half t6 the informer, 
^* half to the king:. 

As all the catholics of Ireland, who were of age 
able to take arms^ had engaged in the rebellion, 
in the yeah 168^, 1690, and 1691, the eftates 
of almoft all the catholics of Ireland, except the few 
who qualified themfelves to take the benefit of the- 
capitulation of Limerick^ became forfeited by that 
rebellion, and were granted to proteftailts; fothat 
after the final reduftion of the Infli rebels in 1691, 
the number of catholics, who enjoyed freehold or 
Miheritable eftates was yery fiiiall, and they were ex* 
eluded by the laws fi-om all corporations ; hencfe the' 
number of catholics qualified firom their property 
to vott for members of parliament, was at the 
time of the pacification of this kingdom, after the 
revolution, fo ver}^ infignificant, that they could give 
HO ^arm to, nor • excite the attention of the legif- 
lature ; but the cafe began to alter in procefs of time, 
and many catholics had obtained freeholds and 
eftates of inheritance before the fecond of Anne, and 
^came troublefome to proteftahts on eleftions. * The 
legiflature therefore in the fecond of Anne, thought 
fit to ereft the barrier againft their votes, which J 
have already mentioned , This barrier was ftrengthen- 
^ by the aft of the fecond of Gfeorge the firit j but 
catholic ambition by degrees overpovvering their reli- 
giousf principles, and inducing them to take almoft 
iity oaths,^ rather than be excluded, from political 
power, the Irifli parliament, in the firft year of 
George the fecond, found it abfolutely neceflary, 
for the r j>refeirvation of the proteftant eftabliftiment 
)5fhurch and'ftate; utterly to- incapacitate all ca- 
■ =' ^ 0^2 tholicg 
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tholic» fro^i TOting at'theele^c^ of $»y i^tnb^i^ 
tQ ferv^ in parUani^nt ; which ^, in tlmt paitiipukF, 
h^ been (trei^^encd sm4 cwfirmfd by ev^ ^^ of 
garliwnent made fince^ to reguUt^ the cleftiqiis of 
incnibers tp ferye in parliament* 

Having thys expofed to t\\k houie th^ notoriatw 
mehoods and mifreprefentations cx)ntgineci in thi« 
petition, pretejMJing to exhibit the prefent ftjtte of 
the catholics lii\ this kingdom ; but beii^ refiUy ^ 
^(^ and libeUoua complaint to the king agsiinO: ihft 
pariiMiifnt aiid government of this kingdom, for 
a ceatiMry paft § the prin(;ip^ oontxivers aihI 
compilers of which, ^re well known in this cky^co 
be perfons of the moft obfcure parentage ^n^ ip»n- 
eft cdv^ation, who Ijave ^cymul^ted wei^h, .ps^ly 
by the mpj9: infi^nous .meai>s, and partly by the ich 
dvilgeiice of our conftitution, adijpiifably adsap^^l to 
e^couragfS the e^rtions, and pref^rve the acqi^^i^- 
tiof^ of mduftryto every fubjefl; j perfons who h*v© 
abandoned all pr^teniions to charai^r, md who&i 
ilflpudence. irenders them proof againft the ?tflaj^t3 
of fcorn and difgr^ce, th^ ftirjes which coeftwtlf 
haunt the libell^f Mid the ly^r : J (hall WW lajr 
before the honfe \vliat tjie real flate of ih^ RomM 
catholic fvibjeft? of this kingdom is, }t la VQfy 
plain from what } h^ve already fl3^ed ^ that the \9^hf 
as they ^jow ftand, fecure to then^ the fuUeft and i?k^ 
gerfeft enjc^ment of their religion, liberty, an^ pfOn 
perty, both real and perfonal, together wth the com- 
pleateft powers of acquisition i they are de]^iv^ 
pf no advantages ei^oy^d by proteftants, exoept of 
political power, which if we ftiall be fo m^d 9fi tQ 
give to them, the prefent frame of this pqvfwment 
muft be thereby diflfolved, apd the ftate i^jwteti 
^om it5 deepeft foundation. 

In refpedt to their exjclufi^n from aH plaeej ^tfufi> 
smd emolument, civil and military, a^ ffopi ^rpQ^^ 

f^tioJDis, tb«. !?}&,. ^thplic^ m on tkie.j&jai^. footrng 

^ with 
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wUhdiflbntewof 4II <fci*Ofniaatioiis in Eci^nd ; Ro- 
man CftthoUcs are excluded jfrcau de^es in the Eng- 
life ^ wcU ^ in the IrUh \imverfities ; theyar^ 
i^qi^y prohibited in England from eodowing fciools 
finr tlie education of their youtht fts in Ireland, biit in 
both covntrie? they may eftablife m many iUioals as 

' they ,ple*fe for the edwcfttion of their youth. Gatho- . 
lies \& Ireland are prohibited from keeping arms ; no 
ftich prohibition is in England ; but every Irifli catho- 
lic of any ranl^ above the mete working artbzan or 
pea&j^ n^y obtain a licence to keep and carry anns» 
at the expence of one (hilling* if he. thinks fit to apr 
ply f&[ it s and tbtt the laws prdiibiting the cathc^ks 
from the life of arm^ ha^c iiot been put into efiecu<*> 
tion in Ireland, except in times of public commo- 
tion, is evident, as tho^iands o( Irilh catholics 
omi^ arm$ dwir^ tiie feafon of vduntcering, 

V without having prpcuitd any licence whatercr. I 
believe cathdicg may vote at the elcdion of county 
repifefcnt^tivee in England, ferve on grand jnnries, but 
certainly they are eKcUidcd from voting for reppe- 
fentatives for boroiighs, beca-ufe they wre exdoded 
from corporatiom. The only difierence thei^ in 
the fituatiott of catholics in En^nd, and in Ireland^ 
is iixs^t cafbdics in Ireland may be deprived of , 
^rms^ unlefs they obtain licences ior uiing them ; 
that they are cicduded from being members of graad 
jwies, unlefe there fhatl bea ddiciency ofproteftant 
gentkmen of rank to compof^ thepi ; and in a few 
C^e$ tl^ may» on challeogs, be excluded fiom petit 
juries i and that they are incapdak of voting on elec* 
tioi^ of cownt|r reprefentatives in p^ament. 

Whence \m t\m deference natimilly arif^i ? from 
the dafference of the circumftances and fituatiom of 
the two countries. . The catholics in England do not 
miOMfit to caae, in one hundred, of the whole nation ; 
they r^ard ajl other Englimtnen as their countiy- 
^n^ a«id do not claim ail, or any pf the landed 

■' eftates 
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, cftates of England, 2ti eheir natiaral birthrights, except 
fuch as they are themfelyes lawfully poffeffed of ^ 
they have not been fubdued by their proteftant coun- 
try men, after a feries of the nioft bloody contefts, 
ii;i three fucceffive deffolating wars, nor do they en- 
tertain any animofity againft them on the fcore of 
mutual flauo-hter and confifeations. In all thefe 
particulars the circumftances and fituation of Ireland 
are direftly the reverfe. To take the proportion of 
catholics and proteftants in Ireland from the peti.. 
tion, the IriQi catholics exceed the proteftants iii 
the proportion of three to one. The Irilh cath<5Ucs 
have been fubdued in three great rebellions fincethe 
commencement of the reign of queen, Elizabeth, by 
Englifh proteftant armies, and the lands and eftates 
of the rebels divided amongft the foldiers of the con-- 
querine troops ; the defcendants of which foldiers, 
compcfe at this day the whoL, or infinitely the 
greater part, of the proteftants of this country. The 
firft great divifion of landed property in this kingdom, 
was made by king James the firft, who fucceeded 
Elizabeth, amongft his Englifh and Scottifti fub- 
jefts, out of the forfeitures of the rebels who ad- 
hered to the e^rl of Tyrone, whofe rebellion was 
not fuppreffed till the clofe of the reign of Eliza- 
beth. . The fecond great divifion was made amongft 
the Englilh foldiers who ferved under Cromwell ^^ 
when he had compleatly fubdued the Irilh cathoUcs, 
out of the forfeitures' of the rebels, who commenced 
that atrocious rebellion s^ainft king Charles the firft, 
in which they maflTacred many thoufands of innocent 
proteftants, men, women, and children, in cold 
blood ; the divifion then made, was in the reign of 
king Charles the fecond, legally confirmed by thd 
acts of fettlement and explanation. . The third gi'eat 
divifion of landed property in Ireland amongft pro- 
teftants, was made in the reign of king William and 
queeA Mary, out of the forfeitures of Irilh catholics, 

on 
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on account of the rebellion which was finally quelled 
in 1 69 1. There is fcarce a title of a proteftant no- 
bleman or gentleman in this kingdom to his eftate, 
wliich is not derived either mediately, or immedi- 
ately fiom the grants of Elizabeth, of William and 
Mary, or under the afts of fettlement and explana- 
tion. The Irilh catholics to a man efteem all pro- 
teflants, as ufurpers of their eftates ; they, to tliis 
day, fetde thefe eftates on the marriages of their fons 
and daughters ; they have accurate maps of them j^ 
they publifhed in Dublin within thefe ten years, a 
map of the kingdom, cantoned out amongft tlie 
old Irifh proprieters ; they look for political power 
only to enable them to affert their claims with efie(St, 
which they will do if ever they have power, hot 
by tedious forms of law, but afts of parliament, 
or the fword ; they abhor all proteftants, and all Eng- 
lifhihen, as plunderers and oppreffors, exclufive of 
their deteftation of them on a religious account ; no 
nation on earth being more wedded to the Romiih 
fuperftition than the generality of the- Irifh catho- 
lics ; they have but one term in their language to ^ 
fignify both proteftant and EngUfhman, to wit* 
*' SafonagkJ" If then the parliament of this kingdoai 
can ever be fo infatuated as to put the Irifh Catholic 
on the fame footing of civil privileges with the Eng- 
lifh catholic, or on a better; and if the Englifh 
nation fhall ever countenance fuch a frenzy, the 
direct and immediate confequence (exclufive of the 
utter ruin of all the Irifh proteflants) muft be, either 
tliat tliis kingdom will be for ever fevered from the 
Britilh empire, or that it muft be again conquered • 
by a Britifh army : for in truth the proteflants in 
Ireland are but the Britifti garrifon in an enemy's 
country, and if entirely deferted by the parent; ftate, 
muft furrender at difcretion, though with a very 
little help, they are ftill able to repel the conunon ^ 
enemy. 

The 
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The two privileges which the catholics chieAy 
compiaiil of being deprived of, as well in the kind 
of writ iflucd by Edwani Byrne (jt quondtoi retail 
grocer in this city, and their chief deputy to hii 
majefty, for fummoning their comrention) as !n their 
petition, and which they in a manner demand, are, 
the privilege that catholics (hall be fiimmoned on 
grand juries equally with protcftants ; and that they 
Inall obtain the deftive franchtfe, or be rendered ca- 
pable of voting at the ele^ions of reprdfentatives in 
parliament. Whoever underftartds the important 
powers, tefpeftiiig the due admintftration of juftice, 
and the maintenance of our conftitution in church 
and ftate, veftccj in grand juries, will be convinced 
that k would be very unfafe to permit ftich bodies, 
either in the whole or in part^ to be compofed of 
catholics: And if the eteoive francfaife Ihall be 
granted to cathdic freeholders in counties, without 
taking boroughs into confidetation, fee from their 
own ftatement what the confequence muft be, — ^they 
exceed the protcftants in every county in the king- 
dom ; for though the proteftant diffenters are pretty 
nottieroiB in fonmr counties in the Nohh of Irdand^ 
^t even in thefe four counties the catholics exceed 
them in number ; they compofe the great mafs rf 
the tenantry throughout the kingdom. Gentlemen 
of Ic^cd eftates, thcai^ protcftants, wSl be fo fer 
bfeided to their true intcrefts by their . ambition to 
have numbers of freeholders capable of voting on 
their eftates, that they will direftly change aUthe 
tenures for terms of years of their poprfti tenants, 
into tenancies for lives; xis catliofics are now ^lo 
intrtied to purchafe lands in fee, they will turn afl 
the tenures under them into tenures for lives ; thus, 
from the fuper ior number of catholics, there win be 
intmediatdy in every county a fwarm of catholic 
forty fliilling frwholders ; and though catholic free- 
holders who have freeholds of twenty pounds yearty 

value 
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value or above,' fliould bie the only catholic freehold- 
ers, to whom the eleftive franchife (hould be extend* 
ed in this feffion; yet, if the principle of the exclu- 
fion of cajtholics from voting, ihall at once be invaded, 
we Ihall find they will foon claim and obtain the elec- 
tive fianchife, for their forty fliilling freeholders, 
And to be put on an equal footing in that refpeS: 
with proteuants. Once mafc^ a bx«ach in the rampart^ 
and retrenchments will be found infufficient defences : 
Such of th^ as hold their tenures under proteftant ^ 
landlords, will revolt from them, and abawJon their 
intereft on the At& eleAion, if they ihall be informed 
by their priefts, that their landlords intereft militate*' 
agaixift the political intereft of their feft ; within a ^ 
very few years, by their numbers, they will out-yote . 
the proteftant freeholders in every county in the 
kingdom, except two or three, where the proteftant » 
intereft may perhaps prevail for a fq^ years longer,* 
and they will certainly return fuch reprefehtatives to 
p^liament, as they fhall think moft uvorable to the 
catholic intereft : There is another circumftance too, 
which renders the extenfion of the eleftive franchife 
to catholic freeholders ftill more dangerous, and that 
is the fcheme of reform^, which is now obtruded on. 
this nation with niore than common induftry, by the ; 
minifters and fervants of the rump of a difgjraced apd . 
reprobated Englifli fadiqn; whofe endeavours in 
Great Britain, to plunge their country into the rebclr ' 
lion and anarchy of the French affaffins, have been 
lately defeated by the adtivity oif the Britifli minifr 
try, and good fenfe of the nation. Two plans of 
reform of the reprefenjtation of the people in parlia^ 
ment, are fviggeftcd ; the one is, the disfranchifement 
at once of all the boroughs, the diffolution of corpo- > 
rations, and the increafe of the numbers of reprefenta- 
tives for counties, and a few large cities, and towns : 
The other is, the disfranchifement of all decayed ba- 
fpughs; that is, thofe boroughs, in vfhich few cr 
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no inhabitants are left ; and the openii^ of all other 
boroughs, by giving all the freeholders, who live 
within a certain diftance of them, a right to vote at 
the eleftions of reprefentativci of thefe boroughs. 
It is evident that in either cafe, the extenfion of the 
cledive franchife to catholic freeholders, will enable 
them, to return reprefentatives in parliament, for all 

. or'moft of the borough* in the kingdom ; when no 
members of tlie houte of commons in Ireland fhaU 
be returned, but fuch as are devoted to the catholic 
intcreft, it is eafy to forefee that all laws excluding 
catholics from fitting in parliament will be repeal- 
ed, and that we (hall have a catholic houfe of com- 
mons; the grant of the eleftive franchife to catho^ 
lie freeholders, will make it the diredl intdreft of 
, the. whole catholic body to pufti on, either the one 
or the other mode of reform, with all their power ; 
the dedruftion of the proteftant conftitution in 
church, and frate, will be the certain and fi|[ccefsfril 
effort of a catholic houfe of commons ; and; when 
the government of this country becomes cathdic, 
the people of Ireland will be immediately taught, 
that it is at leaft as great an abfurdity in pohtics 
(if not a greater) to have a proteftant king over a 
^pifh nation, as it was thought by the people of' 
England in the reign of king James 11. to have a 
popifh king over a proteftant nation ; and as the 
houfe of Stuart may now be faid to . b^ extinOs, 
the catholics will attempt to form a republic in Ire- 
land, independent of Great Britain, to which their 

. connexion with the levelling^ republican mobs of 
Belfaft and Derry, and with the levellii^ foftion of 
Great Britain, and their plans of refumption of the 
cftates now in the hands of proteftants^ wilkalfo 
very ftrongly incline them : and as this nation, is not 
able of itlelf to cope with preat Britain, the Irifh 
catholics will ^ain involve the affiftance of France, 
which, though now a diftrafted nation, is yet a great 

and 
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and poMrerfiil one; and thus will Iteland, as during 
the revolution war, became afield of battle for Great 
Britain and France; and. be again defokted : Let 
the iflue of fuch a conteft be what it may, I amjiif- 
tified in declaring, that if the Britilh minifters (as 
has been ptetty roundly afleited in this houfe) fa- 
vour the prefent claims and defigns of the Irilh ca- 
tholics, they are cither, ignorant of the prefent ftate 
of this country, and too ftiort fighted and ill inform- 
ed to difcern the true intereft of Great Britain ; or 
bafe enough (which I fincerely hope is not the cafe) 
to betray it ; and this I will venture to affirm, that 
if Great Britain fhall fiiffer this country to be fiX ever 
torn firom the Britilh empire, and to become de- 
pendant upon, or annexed to France, as one of its 
departments, flie will not long fupport her own cx)n- 
fequence in Europe, or even imiepehdence ; the 
French, with the port of Breft at one fide of the 
channel, apd the no We ports of Cork, Kinfale, and . 
the Shannon's Mouth at the other, with Irifh pirovi- 
fions to vi<9:uai, and Irifli mariners to man, their 
fleets ; will foon become an overmatch at fe^ for great 
Britain:; and may then waft over her alnioft innu- 
merable armies, to make a total cohqiiipft of the 
Britilh iflands. I will alfo tell Britifh minifters ano- 
ther truth, that they are greatly deceived, if they 
have been induced to believe, that an Irilh catholic 
is, ever was, or ever will be, a faithfiili loyal fubjeA 
of a Britifh proteftant king, or a proteftant govern- 
ment*, 

- I wiU 



• // is proper here to infert a tran/lation of an ex- 
fraBfrom the oath taken hy all Roman catholic bijhops at 
their consecration : 

** i. will ajjijl and aid the ^Popes of Ktme to retain and 
defend the Roman papacy, and the royalties of Sai^ 

Peter^ 
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I will now treQ)ais a little longer on the hoafe, to 
exanune whether the prefent conduft of the Roman 
catholics intitles them to any &vour firom this 
houfe. Edward Byrne, a man not long fince a retail 
grocer in this city, thinks fit to fend circular letters 
to all the Romifh Priefts in this kingclom, flatii^^ 
that the Irifh catholics laboured under great giie- 
Tances, in being excluded firom the benefit of trials 
by juries (a bafe untruth) and firom the eledkive 
firanchife ; and dire6ting them to ^ve notice in their 
refpeAive chapek, of elections to be held therein, of 
dekgates firom every Romifh congregation, to meet 
in fome certain place in each county, for the pur* 
pofe of eleftii^ a delegate or delegates to repair to 
Dublin, and there aflbciate themfelves with a num- 
ber of perfons, (tiling themfelves a catholic com- 
mittee 'y and form a convention ; to confider of a 
f>roper method to free the whole body of Iriih catho- 
ics, from thefe pretended grievances. The man* 
dates of this catholic quondam grocer are exe- 
cuted by all the Romifh priefts throughput the 
kingdom, with great punduality; and delegates 
to attend and form the convention, ate regu- 
larly eledted; the fame mode of eledbion beii^ 
precif^ly purfued, with that adopted for the elec- 
tion of the, convention of French afiaffins. A 
convention of Irifh catholics, thus eleded, meet 
publicly in Dublin, they confult and deliberate to- 
gether many days in a private manner, excluding all 
Eeople from their debates, their meeting being pub- 
c, but their confultations private ; and in the end 
they compofe, and produce, a moll malevolent, ran- 

corous, 

Peter y againft all mankind, faving the rights of my own 
order.. 

" / will take care to prejerve, defend^ increafe^ and 
promote^ the rights, honours, privileges, and atithori- 
ty, of the holy Roman chwrth^ of onr lord the Pope, and 
hisfuccejbrs,*^ 
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corous^ and falfe libe] againfi; the proteftant govern^ 
ment of Ireland, which libel they addrefs and fend 
to his majefly, under the form of a petition, by cer* 
tain perions fpecially deputed, for that ptirpofe, at 
the head of which deputation is the gtocer, who iffued. 
the writs for the election of the afleitibly, and they 
afterwards difperfe this libel, printed and publiJhed 
by their avowed authority, throu^out the nation, 
for the purpofe of inflaming catholics of all 
ranks to fedition and rebellion againft the govern* 
ment : I hefitate not, as a lawyer, to declare fuch 
proceedings unconilitutional and illegal, and fuch 
, convention an unconftitutional and illegal aflem- 
bly ; and that the members ctf it are liable to 
indidments and informations for fuch conduA, and 
to heavy punifhmcnts when convifted. The ca- 
iholics of the lower ranks, are at this moment alfem^ 
bled in large bodies, with arms in their hands, break- 
ing into, robbing • and burning, the houfes of the 
peaceable prpjteftant inhabitants of the counties of 
Louth, Monaghan, Cavan, and Meath, and even 
in the county of Dublin ; making public declara* 
tions, that . thev will not fufFer any proteftant to re* 
fide within thete counties, or in the kingdom ; and 
the contagion is fpreading through the nation : So 
that if the army, confifting of Englifh proteftants, 
had not given fome check to their fury, we may 
rdafonably fuppofe we fliould, by this time, fee 
the habitations of all proteftants in the kingdom hi 
flames, and their perfons butchered, as in the year 
1641, this infurre<3tion of the catholics being fo 
ludden and unexpefted : And every man of fenfe 
knows, that the mfurredions of the vulgar, if con- 
• tinued ;for a length of time, are always privately 
encouraged and fupported by perfons of better 
rank, who conceal themfelves^ till the fuccefs of 
their inferior ruflians induces them openly to avow 
jtheir. mifthievoijs deigns 3 fuch arc the prcfept me^ 

1 ^ xit% 
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rks of the catholic body : Do they intitle them to 
an extenfion and addition of privileged ? Is this a 
time for dcliverii:^ the whole political power of the 
Aate into thek hands ? Common fenie revolts at 
the fiwDtic prq>ofition, felf-prefervatidn, and the 
expefience of ^es, loudly call on all pioteftants to 
cc^emn it with every mark of reprobation. I can- 
not clofe, without making fome animadverfions on 
what fell fcom a few, thank Heaven! a very few 
members of this houfe, relative to the prefcnt quef- - 
tioii, on the night the addrefe to his majefty, in 
confequence , of the fpeech of the lord lieutenant, 
was agreed to by this hoofe : On the difcovery^ 
and cSonfequent publication of the writs of Edward 
Byrne, for fummoning a catholic convention to meet 
m Dublin^ (for they were accidently difcovered) 
the proteftants of this country very properly took 
the ^rm ; the proteftant gentry of feveral counties, 
as well ^ the inhabitants and members of feveral ci- 
ties, boroughs, and towns corporate, throu^bout 
the nation^ affembicd and entered into refohitions, 
expreffive of their ind^nation againft the defign cif 
Edward Byrne, contained in his writs, as nothing . 
kfe than a fcheme of a confpiracy, to raife and excite 
a popish rebellion in this country, which in truth it 
is. The grand juries of almoft all the counties^ in 
the kingdom, aflembled at the tummer afEz;es in the 
year 1792, and confifting of the principal proteftant'' 
.gentlemen of thele counties, exprefled by their re- 
tolutioBSy the , fame refentment againft, and the 
fame opinion^ o£> the writs of Edward Byrne ; /and 
thmr determination io lupport with their lives and^ 
fortunes the proteftant alcendancy in Ireland. • The 
corpiM'ation of the city of Dublin, the moft ancient, 
refpe/9:abley. and numerous corporate body in this 
kingdorn, met in a . poft al&mbly in September 
^79^r and without a diflentient voice,' drew up a 
Ititer tp be fent to all corporations, magiftrates, 

and 
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and members of both houfes of parliament In Ire^ 
land : This letter in a very dear, concife, and ner- 
vous ftile, cxpreffed the decided difappcobation of 
this the firft corporation in the kii^dom, <yf the: 
writs of Edward Byrne, and 9f the claims of Irifh 
catholics to any other privileges or advantages, 
thaji thofe which they then ei^oyed. It ftated, that 
the Irifh catholics ought to bej contented with what 
they then enjoyed; that is, ** the rncft peife<St to- 
leration of their religion, the ftilkft iecurity of 
their property, and the moft compleat perfonal 
** Kherty ; and that they ought not now, or here- 
*^ after, to attempt any interference in the govern- 
** ment of the kingdom, as. fuch interference would 
** be incompatible with the p'otefiant afcmdmicyy 
** which the mentbers of the corporation declared 
** ^cmfelves refolved, with their lives and- fortunes 
^* to niaintain." ^And then the letter defined the 
precife meaning of the words^ froteftant ajcendancy in the 
following terms : 

A PROTESTANT KING OF IRELANOi), 

A PROTESTANT PARLIAMENT, 

A PROTESTANT HIERARCHY, 

PROTESTANT ELECTORS and GOVERNMENT, 

The BENCHES of JUSTICE, 
^ The ARMY and the REVENUE, 

Tkkpvoh all thkir Branches and Details,. 
PROTESTANT; 
Anj> this System supfortid by a Connection wit> 
THE Protestant Realm of Great Britain. 

In this definition of the meaning of the words 
frottfiant ajcendancy^ the corporation of Dublin ad- 
hered' fcrupuloufly to the laws of the land ; thcfe 
laws confine the enjoyment of all the enumerated 
^ offices to proteftants only. On the niglit the addrefs 
to his majeily was agreed to, the tew gentlemen 
I have already fpoken of, without any apparent in- 
citement. 
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citcmerit, and without any reference to the fubgcft, 
then rather <iifcourfed of, than debated j byt mere- 
ly, as I conje6bure, to (hew their intention, to flip- 
port any innovation which might be attempted in 
the conftitution in the courfe of this feflion ; arid 
their contempt of the opinions of the great bulk of 
the proteftant gentry in this kingdom, broke out 
into the moft extravagant invectives againft the 
grand jurie* of the kingdom, and tiieir refolutions; 
that is, againft the firft proteftant gentleman in 
rank, charafter, and property in this nation, and 
many of them members of this houfc ; and their ' 
opinions ; and againft the corporation of the city * 
of Dublin ; the conduft of which, in publifhing 
the letter I have mentioned, was not only reptobat- 
-cd in the fevereft terms, but mockery and dcrifion. 
iwrere added to abufe ; not with much fuccefs itl-* 
deed, for the principal mocker on that occaiion, ' 
like General Plaoli (as is recorded by his illuftrious 
biographer, Mn Bofwell) never laughs ; indeed he 
cannot, the mufcles of his couiitenance cannot be 
relaxed to a laugh, they have been moulded to cx- 
prefs the ferious operations of his mind, which ne- 
ver deviate into the puerilities of mirth and hu- 
mour* It was alfo afferted publicly in this houfe, 
lliat the grand jurors of the feveral counties in this 
kingdom, at the laft fummer aflizcs, were packed 
by the feveral flierifFs, by the procurement of go- 
vcrninent ; and that juries fo packed, were folicited 
\dn the part of government, to enter into refolutions 
unfavourable to the prefent pretenfions of catholics. 
Whatever information the gentlemen who made 
thefe affertions in this houfe^ have had, to ground 
fuch an accufation on, I am certain it was falfe in- 
formation. Firft, as to packing grand juries, it muft 
be falfe, becaufe the gentlemen who compofed th6 
grand juries in the feveral counties, were the pro- 
teftant gentry of the, firft rank, as to charafter, and 

property. 



pttjpertf, in tfeif Mpe^t ccWntfe*; 4^, iS to 
krffuence of gdverMiiirt brffrig trfecf i6 pfofel^ 
t*fcfrtl to eYitttr tWo MoJutietfrs eipWffivi ^ tMk 
dlfapprobation of the cal:hdfc cl^in*, I l[ik¥t k 
m ttiy pcjsi^tr to defty tte truth of it, feecatffe I 
know two particxdar ccyuhties rii ^i^ th* ihMtht^ 
dp men hi^ in ftation, and fkrtSf coimeftcd with 
the prefent admjniftrAtion, was^ 6ttit66 to p^dtfettil, 
as mtich ^ poffible, the' gratid jrtrtes rf tliefe two 
Cotmties, from entering ihto any r^fdufionsf e3{^)tt!rf- 
mg thcit opifiions of the claims of catholics. The 
Icttef publimed by the corpotation of the city df 
Dublin, aSs tittle merited the reflexions thrown vtpQh 
it by thefe gentlemen, as the fcfttofioils of thfc 
graAd juries. It is a letter, which the patriotififl, 
ind good feftfe it exhibits, together with the cl6ar 
Aertotfs ftile in which it rs written, txUdfiit df thfe 
tcfpeft due to thef compofers, the firft, moft aiicierit, 
iftoft nufnerotrs, moft w^thy^ and nhqtteffioriaWy 
loyd, cbrporarion ill this kingdom, otrght to hav6 
pfoteded, at leaft from the attacks of contempt aM 
derilioft, 

I* felt lio incfinatioA^ to laugh at that povVefM 
tritticifrti played off againft the lettct, by the qtieP. 
tbn, ** It is necejjary for the fuppm of m proi^mk 
^* intereji that an emjemafi jhould ht a pf-otefidrii .^* 
I envy not fuch wit, nor can I laugh at rt ; tht 
thank God, I can lau^ upon occafioit. I conFefe 
irfdeed, I was vexed to the heart to hdar the minis- 
ter in this houfe, by vrx^ of clearirrg hirAfdf firdtt 
the dccufation, of having exerted influence ^h th* 
corporation of Dubfin, to induce them to jmbli-fflli 
this letter, declare his difapprofcatiort of the \ttitty 
2tsl then thought, ahd ftill think, that ever^ pet- 
fon, who has the true intereft of hfe majtftv and of 
this kingdom at heart, and thorottgMy unaerftan<fc 
it, ^ught not onfy to have apfproved of thcf (titih 

S ment? 
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.ments contained m it, but to have gloried in theniy 
and I felt at once the fenfations of the moll poig- 
nant pain, and glowing indignation, to fee the cor- 
poration of the city of Dublin, the capital of the king- 
dom, and the fecond city in his majefly's domi- 
nions, publicly fecrificed at the altar of popery ^ and 
Xh^ protejlant afcendancy draped forth, like Sampfon, 
to make fport for the Philiftines. 

As the gentlemen I have alluded to, have held it 
.heretofore as a maxim, that reprefentatives were 
bound to purfue the inftru6lions of their conftitu- 
ents, the contemptuous and fevere treatment the 
.letter of the city of Dublin had met with, from 
one of its reprefentatives in parliament, fu^efted 
to thefe gentlemen the neceffity of fome expedient, 
to veil as much as poffible this aotorious inconfiften- 
cy of political conduft ; and what was the expedi- 
ent reforted to ? Sometime ago a fociety had been 
formed in this city, which ftiled itfelf, the whigs 
^ of the capital ; it was not compofed of the moll ref- 
peftable citizens ; the condudt of this fociety, and 
the defign of its inftitution, may be coUefted from 
the following anecdote. The whigs of the capital 
.raifed a fubfcription, and printed at their own ex- 
pence, twenty thoufand copies of Mr. Thomas 
Paine's worksj which they diftributed through the 
nation partly gratis, and partly at the low price 
of one penny ; this they (tiled " difTeminating po- 
." litical knowledge." The good fenfe of the na* 
tion foon difcovered itfelf, bp very general expref- 
iions of difapprobation of the conduct of the whigs 
pf the capital, and finding the tide running pretty 
ftrongly againft them, they changed their courfe,. 
abandoned the title of whigs of the capital, and 
having procured fome gentlemen of more confi- 
deration than themfelves to join them, they formed 
A new club, under the title of " the fociety of unit- 
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^^cd iriftimen,'" The kaven however of the whigs 
of the capital, remained incorporated with tjiis fo- 
<:iety, and feveral feditious publications haying 
appeared, as their literary produ<5tions, liis ma- 
jefty*s Attorney General thought fit to file infpr- 
niations againft feveral publilhers of thefe produc- 
tions ; and this new fociety became as unpopular,' 
and as much reprobated, as th^ whigs of the capl-' 
tal. One of the IherifFs of the city, however, was 
prevailed upon to affemMe this fociety into 3. f pJfFec- 
houfe in this city, and to give them a new name 5 
by ftiling them an aggregate meeting of the fireer 
men and freeholders of the city of Dublin ; the whole 
feftion aifembled on this occafion, and amounted 
to about one hundred perfons, feveral of them of 
very mean condition, and more than one half of 
them Roman catholics. A firing of refolutions 
was then prefented to this afTembly, whiph tjiey 
readily agreed to j fome of which refolutions relat- 
ing to Rcxnan catholics,^ are direftly contrary to 
the fentiments contained in the letter publifhed. by 
the city of Dublin. Such aggregate meeting ha$ 
been publicly declared in p^rUament, to be the 
city of Dublin ; and their refolutions, the refolutions 
of the city of Dublin ; but fuch political legerde- 
main is too clumfily performed to impofe, even on 
the moft inattentive obferver. The changes in the 
fociety I have mentioned, put me in mind of the .. 
transformations frequent in the infeft tribe ^ firfl ai^ 
aurelia, then a grub, and then a butterfly. 

I cannot forbear to make a few more obfen^ar 
tions pn the parliamentary condud of the gentle- 
men I have been fpeaking of, on this occafion ; they 
tell us (on what authority I know not) that the . 
Englifh minifler has declared his fovereign will and 
pleafure, that the Irifh parliament fhould grant 
^yery privilege to the catholics of this kingdom^ 

S z they 
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they fliajl pleafe to 4^mgjKl> «d that ttierefpre we 
muft comply : AncJ they declare themfeiy€§ re§^y ie 
fccond fuch views of the Ejiglilh minift^r: What 
confiftepcy of p^urUamefttary conduft ^9 th§^ g^- 
tinmen difplay I Tb^ey h^ve bpen 4eclab|^ii5g w a 
feries of years, ^gaipft the influeii^ce of .the ^.^^jlH 
xniniftry in this houfe, ^n4 now they ppfeftly tell W, 
that w^ muft obey •the difl^tes o£ the EpgU^Jbi mir 
iiifter ^ and that they are ready tQ obey them th^na- 
felves, even tp the ruin of the Ki^jon j th^y tdl us, 
with the utnioft e^jult^tioxx a^d triuxnpbi that thf 
Englifh minifter has ab?jqdoi>ed the f^pport of tiae 
nrdtefta^t interest i^ Irelg.nd^ ayid is deterrpja^^ to 
f xalt popery on its n^ins ^ if the c;|& feie fe, which 
J coniefs J do pot believe, we h^ve jH'Qcufed tb? 
, ennaity of the Englifh piimftry^ by tbi^ Hi%chifl|ttjQlas 
of tbefe ^eptlemen thgmfelves, ^d thfB fyftepi of 
politic^ which their f^ital oratory b^s perftia4ed 
this nation to adopt, for a feries of y^ars i^ft p^ j 
firpm about tl)^ middle of thf reign of kijig Henry 
/ th^ 8th to the reign of qwecu Aaii^, there is ^ |ium- 
feer df afts of the Jrifh p'vliameqt, ^IJ yet u^repcsaJr 
ed, which declare th^t the tingdioni of Jrejl^ivd is 
inleparably annexed, united, fiM belon^i^ to, and 
dependant \m>j:\y the iqiperij^l crpwBL o^ England; 
and yet. thete gentlemien, have bieeh contriving ways 
and means fop thefe feveral years k(l: p^, to weak*- 
en and deftroy the fbvereignty of th^ grow© of 
England over this country j they h^ve t^fBied haber^ 
daftiers of all the Anti-Enriifh meafures which have 
been piirfued in this kingdoqa at any tinie fmce the 
beginning of the reign of king Charley the ftrft, and 
* ^ealt out to y,s by retail, all the motions tending to 
feparate and divide this kii^dofn for ever from the 
jiritifti empire, heretofore raiad^ by Lord Macguire, 
^irPhelim O'Neil, and their adherents, (th^ authors 
jifld contriver? pf the rebejlioi^ ajid iiiafliacre of the 

proteftants 



« 



\ 



I 

■ 



jFm/*. commons. X33 

efoted^iots of this country in the year 1641,) in the 
pnfti bwfes of lords ^nd commons. They adtually 
kidliced this parliament to enad: into laws, fome of 
the a^S rf the popifti convention, affembled in this 
i^jty by kipg James the fecond, after his abdication, 
i^ ftiled by him a parliament ; and they have pro-- 
poftd others of them to this hoi^fe, as proper to be 
eni^d ; which, if enaded, wOuld root all the pro- 
t^&mt cV^rgy out of this kingdom ; in theie laft, 
iksj have as yet mifcarried, and conftantly com- 
pJauj of the mifcarriage in their lift of grievances, 
yiedtfd with great foiemnity and exafbnefs, at the 
))eginmng of every feffion. If then, thefe gentle- 
man are patriots, fo were Lord Macguire, and 
Sf Ptelim 0*Neil, and fo were the members of the 
ppp^ oonvention, afflembled by 'King James, all 
wb<^P a(3:s were annulled, and their proceedings or- 
dered to be burned, by the Irifliaft of the 7 th of 
WiJliwi, chap, the 3d, part of which I (hall recite 
Jo you, to (hew what the option of your forefathers 
W4S, of this convention and their a6ls. " It ftates, 
f^ that no pariiament can be holden in this king- 
dom, but by and under the authority of the king 
of England ; becaufe the kingdoni of Ireland is in- 
*^ feparably annexed, united, and belonging, to the 
*^ imperial crown of England ; fjrom whence it fol- 
^' lows, that whoever is king of England^ is, ipjofa^o 
** king of Ireland; it ftates, that feveral perfons 
^^ bad affembled in Dublin, by the authority of the 
.*^ i^e king James the fecond, and that they pre- 
** tended to be, and called themfelves by the name of 
a parliament ; and paffed feveral pretended afts 
*^ aiid ftatutes, all which pretended afts were formed 
*^ and defined, in manifeft oppofition to the fo- 
^ vereignty of the crown of England, and for th^ 
^* utter deibnaftion of tjie proteftant intereft in this 

" kingdom; 
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'' kingdom ; and it enafts, that this convehtion was 
an unlawful and rebellious ajjembly^ and that all its 
afts and proceedings ftiould be void, erafed out of 
** the journals, and burned." Let me juft ftop here 
to contemplate the different fates of patriots in 
difierent ages : The Irifti patriots. Lord Macguire, 
Sir Phelim O'Neil, and their adherents, periflied on 
thegibbet ; the members of the convention in 1689, 
periflied by the fword, or were puniflied by confifca- 
tion and exile ; but the Irifli patriots of the prefent 
day, who have adopted their poUtics, and retailed 
their fpeeches and motions, are loaded with riches, 
and decorated with honours. Upon the whole then, 
it is very apparent, tliat if the En^lilh miniftry have 
abandoned the proteflant intereft m Ireland, as thefe 
gentlemen affert, they have been induced to do fo, 
by the ungrateful and undutiful conduft, which the 
Very gentlemen, who now dory in the depreffion 
of the Irifli protefliant intereft, have led the protef- 
tants of Irelancj to adopts in refpeft to Great Britain ; 
and that they themfelves have reduced the Irifli pror 
teflants to the fituation df theflieep in the fable, whoni 
the wolves, by falfe profeflions prevailed on to dif- 
charge their dogs and their fliepherds, and then wor-? 
ried and devoured. 

The fpeecli from the throne does not* however 
warrant the aflertions of thefe gentlemen, that the 
piiniftry of England have abandoned the proteftant 
intereft in Ireland ; and that it is the intention of the . 
Englifli mininifter that we fliall grant the Irifli catho- 
lics all privileges they may think fit to demand. 
It defires us only " ferioujly to conjider the fituation 
" of the Irijh catholics^ and confider it with libe^'a- 
" i^^y f^^ th^ purpofes of firengthening and cementing 
•* a general union of fentiment among all claffes of 
" 'and dejcriptions of his majejlfs fubje£ls^ in fupport 
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*' of the eftablijiied conftitutiotiy^ and the Lord Lieu- 
"♦ •* tenant in the fpeech declares, that he will ftrenu- 
*^ oufly exert the power with which he is entrufted* 
*' for the maintenance of the conjlitutton in church and 
*' Jiate^ as the beji fecurity for the liberty of the fuh-- 
*' y>5, and the profperity of Ireland'^ And I have, 
according to the recommendation in the fpeech, fe- 
rioufly confidered the real ftate of the catholics of 
Ireland, which I find to be a ftate of perfe£t fecurity 

' both of their liberty and property ; and not that ftate 
untruly depifted, in that falfe and acrimonious . 

^ Ubel, their petition to his majefty. The opinion I 

' have formed on the whole matter is, that it is utter- 
ly inconfiftent with the fafety and prefervation of 
the prefent Irifti*conftitution in church and ftate, 

"•and utterly incompatible with the true intereft of 
the whole Britifh empire to inveft the catholics 
with any other privileges than they now are by law 
entitled to, and I will therefore oppofe this bill, in 
every flage of it ; convifted as I am in my con- 

•fcience, that by ading thus, I do my duty to my 
God, my king, and my country. I utterly from 
my heart difclaim the operation on my mind, of any 
partial or interefted views, in thus forming and de- 
livering ^my fentiments on this occafion. I oppofe 
the prefent pretenfions of the catholics of Ireland, 
confidering them in the light of a great political 
body, which it is not only dangerous, but deftruc- 
\ ' tive to the conftitution, further to encourage, or to 

[ ftrengthcn by the accumulation of new privileges, 

In thus publicly declaring my fentiments, I even 
do fome violence to my private feelings and connec- 
tions, as I live in the fbridteft intimacy and friend- 
ihfp with feveral Roman catholics, for whom I 
have the lincereft regard and efteem, knowing them 

:to be perfons of the greateft worth, integrity and 
honour. 

Hon, 



xyS GOMAfON^. Feb. 4: 

> 

Hon. 2>. Brown, — Srf, I will tiot go at lafge into 
the queftion. This is not the time for it ; but I 
cannot avoid making fonde feply to the leafni^ 
gentleman, . from whom, certainly, f e^pe€led 
more temperance, and lefs prejudice. 

The articles of Limerick, to which the learned 
gentleman has alluded, has been drawn by an aH- 
cefior of his j thofe articles I lately read, and do 
affirm, that as far as a treaty could be binding, 
they did fecure to the Catholics of certain counties 
the liberty and fecurity they enjoyed previous to 
that period. The learned gentleman has charged 
three millions of his majefty's fubje(5ts withdifloy-' 
alty, \ and the inftanees he has added to prove his 
charge are of a lingular nature. 

I do aflert. Sir, that the articles of Limerick 
were infringed by afts of parliameut ; that not- 
withftanding that infringement, for a pefiod of one 
hundred years, during which time Great Britaki 
was involved in feveral wars aaid rebellions, yet 
not a fingle a<ft of oppofition to the Eftglifli goveFBH- 
ttent can be charged in that time to the Roman 
Catholics. I will not, Sir, fay, that the learned 
gentleman has miflated, but he certainly hals been 
materially rnifinformed. — The Irilh brigades corf- 
fifted originally of perfons who were driven from 
this country for their attachment ta the hmrfe of 
Stuart, but that they have been recruited fro*i 
Ireland i^ not the fadl :— ^they confift of the de- 
fcendants of thofe original fettlers, of foreigners, 
and natives of France? this is the fail the learned 
gentleman gives to prove, that the Roman Catho- 
Kcs of Ireland.are waging war in foreign countries 
againiS: England, 

The 
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The learned gentleman fhould, in extenuation 
of his charges againft the <!latholic body, have 
■ftated what he knew of their merits. He is here as 
a fenator^ an advocate for the people, not againft 
them y — -as he did go to France to find out inftan- 
ces of Catholi(:^ difloyalty, which I own I think was 
travelling far for charges againft the Catholics of 
Ireland, he (hould have told you, that when the 
Irifh Catholics in the French colleges were applied 
to on behalf of the French nation, that had given 
them wliatthe impolitic laws of their own country 
had^ refufed — education and profeflion — to aflift 
and direct in an invafion of Ireland, that to a man 
they refufed. 

That the Irilh Catholics refident in Spain, with 
which country England was alfo at war, from their* 
attachment to Englifli intereft, were driven from 
the fea ports of Spain, where they principally in- 
habited, and were^ cofined as prifoners in the inters 
nal parts of that country, vidlims at once of the 
impolicy of tlieir own country, and the jealoufy of 
its enemies. , 

The defence of the Catholics of Ireland could be 
refted on the charge of the learned gentlman ; his 
a-ccufations does not not go to them, they are ap- 
plied to the defcendants of thofe who were one 
hundred years agoe inhabitants of Ireland. Sir, I 
feel the difficulty of contending in any difcuffion 
witli the learned gentleman, much more in matter 
of law; but I have lately read with particular atten- 
tion the penal laws againft the Roman Catholics, 
and if the ftatutes do not ftate what they do not 
mean, the chattle property of .the Catholics isfub- 
je<ft, as real eftate heretofore, to a conforming fon 
of a Roman Catholic; but I am convinced that it 
it fo from an omiflion, and not from the intenti- 
on of the law. 

T With 
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With refpeft to the laws that are ftated to give 
advantages, in point of trade, to prdteftants over 
Roman Catholics ; — I do not exadlly remember 
hocv far they give that advantage ; but the title of 
the law complained of is fome proof that they do 
give thofe advantages, it is entitled, " An aft for 
the encouragement of proteftant ftrangers in cor*- 
porate towns." But I have a particular recoUedli- 
on of the laws that deprive Roman Catholics of the 
eleftive franchife ; a Ihort ftatement of them will 
be the beft refutation of the learned gentleman*s 
affertion, that they were enadled on date neceffities, 
and the divifions and difturbances occafioned by 
Rpman Catholics and Proteftants. 

In the 8th of Anne a law paffed, obliging the 
Catholic to take the oath of abjuration, of the right 
of the houfe of Stuart to the crown, to entitle him 
to vote at an eleftion. This adl arofefrom the jea- 
loufy of the times, on the point of the fucceflion to 
the crown ; and while thofe were yet alive who had 
fworn allegiance to the family of Stuart, while 
James the fecond lived, who had been acknowledg- 
ed fovereign of thefe realms, the adl operated, and 
prevented every princpled Catholic from vo- 
ting; but in the lapfe of twenty years, which in- 
cluded the reign of Anne and George, the princi- 
ple died with the perfons who held it, and with 
the fovereign they had fworn to. 

The defcendants of thofe Catholics found, in the 
aufpicious reign of the houfe of Brunfwick, that 
happinefs and fecurity for which governments 
are foundedi and unclogged by the prejudices of 
their anceftors, were ready to fwear allegiance 
to the houfe of Brunfwick, and enjoy the con- 
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Aitution under its^ beneficial dominion. But the 
difcerning eye of intolerance faw through this 
new principle of the people ; it faw that the poli- 
tical pretence for this deprivation was at an end, 
and at once laying afide the mafk of political 
neceffity, by the act of the ift of George the 2nd, 
ftepped between the people and the barrier of their 
allegiance, and made the facrifice of their reli- 
gious faith the purchafe of the right of voting. 
I congratulate the houfe on the facrifice of pre- 
judice to the true interefts of Ireland they are 
about to make. The prophecies of the learned 
gentleman, of the effedls of the facrifice, will be 
verified in the fame manner as the prophecy of 
1788, on allowing Catholics to take leafes and 
buy lands. As the friend of the Catholics, i 
feared much for them from the threats, on a 
former night, of the learned gentleman.-— I am 
perfeftly releafed from my fear, and prophefy, in 
my turn^ from our proceedings, the peace, the 
profperity, and union of Ireland. 

Sir H. Cavendijh. — If there is not a fecond man 
in the houfe who thinks that the Roman Catholics 
ought to receive n6 farther indulgence, and who 
wifhes to oppofe the introduction of the bill, there 
is no manner of oceafion to debate it in thisftage, 

Right hon. G, Ogle. — Sir, I am that man who 
will oppofe it in this ftage, and in every other 
ftage. — Sir, after the very able, the learned, the 
argumentative, the honeft and fpirited fpeech of 
my honourable and learned friend, (Dr. Duigenan,) 
for which he has my public thanks, and for which 
he deferyes the thanks of every Proteftant in Ire- 
Und, it would be vanity in me to attempt placing 

<* T 2 ' the 
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the queftion in any new point of view ; he has inr 
deed left me a beaten field ; nothing has ercape4 
his ^eal, his vigilance and refearch. And there- 
f ^ fore I again thank him for the able and nianly 

I iiipport he has given to the deferted caufe of the 

Proteftants of Irelaud — a. caufe which | never will 
defert — a caufe which in my earlieft life I learned 
to revere, and which I will maintain (carelef? 
and fearlefs of what the confequcnces public or pri- 
vate may be to me)tQ the /^hojir of my exiftence. 
Sir, in the laft feffion I did declare, that I thought 
it impoflible to make any further conceffibn to 
the Roman Catholic3, without injuring the PrpT 
teftant afcendancy — -a word tjiat I am proud to 
ufe — to ufe in the fame fenfe this honourable and 
refpeftable city has done, and for which they 
have been fp indecently calumniated. Thefe 
werethe fentiments I th^n declared — they were 
the fentiments which the experience and reflexion 
of many year? had confirmed in my mind. My 
right hon. friend (Mr Hpbart,) has faid they are 
not to receive their wifhes in full. — Good God 1 
what muft their wiihe§ have been if they a^e not 
to be fatisfied with what the right hon. gentleman, 
has proppfpd ? They are to receive th^ derive 
franchife unlimited. This is to be done, becaiife, 
as he fay§, there would remain a fore place if any 
reftraint or limitation fhould remain. I tell the 
right hon. gentleman, there will indeed remain a, 
ibre place — but it will be in the Proteftant mind. 

They are to be made grand jurors ; they are to. 
have all civil employments — Sheriffs I fuppofe are 
civil officers, they are to be juftices of the peace ; 
they are to vote at eledlions ; and if England per- 
mits i they are to have the army and navy open . 

^ ' ' to 
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to them. What then remains for Proteftants ? 
The throne, the parliament, and the judgment 
feat ; and what muft their petition be, when all 
.thefe conceffions do not come up to its demand? 
Laft year you granted much,, this j^ear you are 
defired to grant more; and does he fuppofe this 
will tranquillize the country? Nq ; for you are 
jtold by the right hon. gentleman, that what you 
jlo grant will not fatisfy them ; their defires are 
infatiable \ as if iheir appetite grew on what it fed upon^ 

Sir, let the real or afFetS^ed liberality of gen- 
tlemen difguife the matter as. they pleafe ; let 
them turn it and twift it into what forms or what 
fhapes their ingenuity can invent, Proteous will, 
return to his own proper form at laft—// is a que/- 
tion of power — they knpw it is — and will yOu grant 
away your deareft rights, or will you maintain 
them ? — For my part, I will never grant them 
away^ Are you aware of what this will lead to ? 
1 will tell you what it will lead to, either an union 
yrith, or a total feparatipn from, England ; for 
is any man fo unacquainted with the fpirit of po- 
pi(h intolerance— is any man fo little informed of 
the hiftory of this country as not to know, that 
when they attain to power, they will ^fe it to the 
pppreflion of the Proteftant, who muft then fly to 
the fuccQur pf England ? — Sir, hitherto I always 
thought that no poffible cafe could occur that 
would mcfke me cpnfent ;o a union ; T would ra- 
ther. lay down my head upon that table, to be fe- 
vered ifrom my body, than give fuch a confeiit. 
Alas! Sir, I did not then think I fliould live to 
fee the Proteftant caufe deferted •, but I declare 
before Almighty God,^ I would rather pafs an aCt 
gf union than this bill — I fpeak my feelings openly, 

feariefs 
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fearlefs of the confequence -, why Ihould I difguife 
them ? If I did, the Proteftants would defpife rae — 
the Prefbyterians would defpife me — nay, 6ven 
the Papifts themfelves — nay, worfe, I fhould de- 
fpife myfelf. 

;.A gentleman has faid we were not ripe for this 
bufinefs laft yqar, but we are ripe now. Where 
did he find this ripenefs ? Was it in the refolutions 
of the corporations ? in the refolutions of the grand 
juries ? No ; * twas in the mandate of the Britifh 
minifter. Let that minifter make his experi- 
ments at home, where he may be fuppofed to 
know fomething of the country ; let him try will 
an Englifh parliament abolifh the tell a(^; he 
knows they will not. Why then ihould he prefume 
to diretft the Proteftant gentlemen of Ireland to 
abandon their fituation in the ilate ! But this is to 
tranquillize ! How is it to tranquillize ? Have Pro- 
teftants no feelings? Have they lio fouls? Why 
ihould they be difcarded from their fituation ? Are 
they clamorous ? Are they levellers? Are they dif- 
loyal ? Have they any crimes to expiate ? Any 
faults to varniih ? No. What has been their con- 
dudt ? Steady, undeviating loyalty $ obedience and 
afFeftion to their fovereign and to the laws ; con-v. 
ftant readinefs to expofe their lives and fortunes in 
his defence; unlhaken attachment to the Britifh 
nation ; afFedlionate partiality to Britifh manners. 
-And what is the reward of all this ? They are 
called upon to furrender their all, becaufe it is 
the will of the Britifh minifter. For one I do 
refift this order : God forbid that any earthly in- 
ducements, any private motive, or perfonal ap- 
prehenfion, ihould influence me to proftrate my- 
felf before the rifing fplendour of his Catholic Orb. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Blake, [county of Galway.]— When I differ 
in opinion from the right hon. gentleman [Mr. 
Ogle J who fpoke laft, I do it with the ut- 
moft diffidence, confcious of his fuperiority in 
abilities, information, and experience; nor do 
I even form, a hope that any thing that can fall 
from me, will convey convidlion to his mind— 
I merely deliver it as a declaration of my fenti- 
ments. 

So far from coinciding in opinion with the 
right hon. gentleman, that the emancipation of 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland would tend to 
the fubvertion of out conftitution, in my mind 
it is a meafure abfolutely neceffary to its preferva- 
tion, befieged as it is by foreign and domeftic 
enemies. 

It is natural to mankind to be lefs folicitous for 
the ' welfare of our neighbour's property than 
our own. Our Roman Catholic brethren fee us 
in poffeffion of a glorious and enviable Conftitu- 
tion ; they have and would continue to leave us 
in the uninterrupted enjoyment of it ; but were 
it affailed, as it is at prefent, by wicked and de- 
figning men, men whofe political creed is fuch, 
that no modification we can devife of our prefent 
conftitution can fatisfy, as long as we are bleffed 
with a Monarch on the throne; I fay, that in 
fuch a fituation, we have no claim upon our Ro^ 
man Catholic brethren for affiftance : were we, to 
call upon them, they could reply to us with juf- 
tice, " make us participators of the benefits of 
your conftitution, and we fliall with alacrity ftiare 
in the dangers of its protection ; but you cannot / 
expedl us to come forward in fupport of any- con-^ 

ftitutioh 
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.fticution, as long as our dppreffion continues one 
of its principles." This, I lay, might have been 

.their language while in a ftate of bondage; but, 
now I. trull we IKall bind them inintereft to main- 
tain that conftitution, and in gratitude to fupport 
that, legiflature, whofe wifdom and liberality will 
induce them to receive them to a participation of 
its bleffings. . . ^ 

Now that we have our Roman Catholic brethren 
in contemplation, (and that at the inftanceof our 
beloved Sovereign,) let us, in the- name of God^ 
do things handfomely — and not retail them out 
ounce by ounce, feflion after feffion — let us, by 
one decifive blow, obliterate all diftindlion, and 
by that.acft of union clofe the. defirative terras of 
Proteftant and Roman Catholic in general, and 
conciliating appellations of Chriftian and Irifti- 
man. 
, ^ • .! 

. Impreffed with thefe ideas, and confcious of 
the reditude of my intentions, I fhall through 
each ftage of this bufinefs be thefanguine, though 
feeble advocate of this numerous, oppreffed, and 
loyal body of people. , . 

Mr, Bagwell — Sir, I have not given any opinion, 
as yet, refpefting that part of the propofitiohsof 
the Right Hon. Gent. [Mr. Hobart] which goes to 
the Eledlive Franchife, nor fhall I do fo, until 
the bill be brought in ; but in every other refpeCl, 
I am decided as to the propriety of repealing all 
penal ftatutes which militate againft the Catholics 
and not equally fo againft the proteftants-r— All 
diftindtions of that nature (hould be done away, 
and alfo afl advantages not trenching on the con- 

ftitution. 
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fiioition, (hould be given to the Catholics which 
tte Proteftants eiajoy. 

Sir, by the 14th and 15th Charles 11. all protef- 
tants, ftrangers and others, refiding, or coming 
to refide in cities, and towns corporate, are en- 
titled to their freedom of trade, on payment of 
2os> to the chief magiftrate. The benefit of this 
a&, Iftroiigly recommend to the right hon. gen- 
tleman to extend by his bill to the Roman Catho- 
lics, as well as to the Proteftants, and thus give 
a folid, fubftantial advantage to them, by reliev- 
ing them from the heavy and oppreffive demand 
of tolls which on moft occafions operate in oppo- 
lition to the iQterefts of the induftrious citizen. 

Sir Edward Cro//<f».--Sir, I cannot agree in toto 
with the right hon. gentleman who has made the 
\iBOtion. Certainly I am for removing fome of 
the reftraints under which the Roman Catholieti 
lie^ and would go as far as any man in the coun- 
try to render their fituation not only comfortablCf 
but even enviable ; but I confider the prefent time 
as: rather premature, and I am for poftponing the 
further confideration of this bufinefs till the 4th o£ 
next month. 

The Speaker informed him, that the motion 
before the hoiife was only for leave to bving in a 
bill for the relief of his majefty's Roman Catholic 
fubjeiSls of Ireland. 

Mr. Stanly. — However unwilling I may be to tref- 
pafs on the houfe at this late hour, yet, Sir, I 
think this is a queftion of fuch magnitude^ a^ 
in which the interefls of Ireland are la ?leeply in* 
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volved, that evety man, ict "him. fill eiier fo fiwil 
a fpace in the political world, is bound to fpeak; 
his fentiments, and to contribute, as far as he can, 
his mite to the public happinefe i-^leannot tji€*e- 
fbre, peva^l upon myfelf to reprefs thefe fentin^ients* 
of pleafure afod fatisfaftion which i feel, to ©b- 
fei*ve tha?t tlie period is at length afr ivied, wJien wip. 
are about to conquer old and deep /routed pBejU'- 
dices, and th^t a fpidt-of benevolence and tolcra- 
tio'n has fucceeded to • perfeci^tion and bigotry* 

I rejoice that Mte are now about to do an' aft whidh 
will pout fome new and faiutary blood into tbe 
-veins of the conflitution, and to refto]?e the moll 
loyal, the ifioft peaceable, and thepaoft oppreffed 
fubjedls in this land to thofe civil rights, and to 
that fliapeln the democratical part of the o^nEi- • 
tttff on, of which they had been fo long and fi> un- 
juftly deprived, i think, Sir, the meafure pro?, 
pftfed by <he right hon. Secretary, is fraught with 
libe«iity, juftice, and true conftitutional polic]^ 
and at€he fame time that I think the CatholicswiU 
theret)y be put into poffeffion of true political li- 
berty, it guards with a jealous eye, and with a 
cautio^as circumfpecftion, thofe ramparts which 
were eredled at the revolution, for the fecurity of . 
a Proteftant throne and a Proteftant eftablifliment. 

, '1 

■ • s 
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I have always thought. Sir, th-at the entire of ' 
the penal code enacfled againft Catholics in this . 
country were highly impolitic, unjuft, arid illi- 
beral. . I have always^thought that they were 
a ftain and difgrace to our laws, and I wifhed to 
fee them obliterated from our ftatute book^ They 
were not only repugnant to the conftitution of 
a free country, but they drew a jiift reproach 
and contempt on the national charader. 

But 



r 
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Btit -of ill the cfther lawp: which op preyed this 
unfortiunatre people, that a^ Qf ifi Qp^—?/ which 
deprrred th^m of" their franQfeife tha^. grand cri- 
teribn whfici diftiriginHlaes a freeditn fram a flave, 
the right of votiugj for re:pr^feritatiyes who .^re to 
make laws to bmtj their lives, liberty^ and pro- 
pertyy, which my lord Holt galled the npbleft 
birth right and moft ip valuable privilege of the 
fubpft-^I fay that law, of ^\\ others, appears ta 
me to have bqen the moft unacceuntaWe, the' 
HJoft cruel, and the jnoft uaaneceffary. /lai tl^e iq- 
&tncy ttf the revolution it might perhaps, hay^. 
been pi^udent to guard the new eftablilhments, by 
the* . excluding laws made in the rgign of Will, 3, 
amd by the. oath? impofed for the fecurity of go^ 
vernment. . - 

But how it fhould have becdme iieceffary, or how 
it can be juftrfied, that forty years ^fter thq revolu- 
tion, in the yealr 1727, v^hen the crown of thefe 
kingdoms was firmly fixed on the head of the Hano- 
ver, family; when the Proteftant* efftablifhraents 
wfere guarded and fecured, wh^n the Catholics had 
given forty years teft of their obedience and fub- 
itiiffion to the new conftitution ;— after a rebellion 
in England and Scotland,, iathe y#ar 1715 when 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland had a fair oppor- 
tunity, if they were difpofed to difloyalty, to Mft 
undef the baiiners of the; Pretender, and fl.ock to 
the ftandajd of reljellion. Ireland was the only 
part of the empire where difaffeftion or feditian 
did riot dare to rear .its head j yet after all the-- 
merits orfthis oppfeffed people, ai? a€t is made in 
the firft of fcr-eb: II. to deprive them of the right of 
voting for reprefibnt^tives in parliament, which 
they had enjoyed^ uninterruptedly, from the revo- 
lution to thcit day. 

U ^ An 
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An hon. gentleman (Dr. Duigenan) has faid 
they were prohibited from voting at a much ear- 
lier period by the a<Jts of queen Anne, which an- 
nexed oaths of fllegiance and fupremacy to their 
tight of franchife. Give me leave to fay,, that 
obfervation furnifh^s an additional argument 
againft the policy of the adl of Geo. II. for if the 
oaths of allegiance and fupremacy were univerfally 
taken by the Catholic voters, during the reign of 
queen Anne and Geo. I. to qualify them to exer- 
cife their franchife, a3 it was well "known it was 
the fa(^, their acquiefcence and taking thefet>aths, 
was the ftrongeft teft they could give of theif atr 
tachment to the ftate, and ihould have entitled 
them to the confidence of the nation ; andthere^ 
fore, it is clear th^y were pot excluded from vor 
ting, nor was it intended they ihould be by thofe 
paths, for it was well known, that the Catholics 
voted in the eledlion of that very parliament of 
Geo. JJ. vfhich afterwards disfranchifed them. 

Sir, the hiftory of this aft has been attributed to 
the local policy of a particular county in Ireland, 
fhe county of Galway, and to the refult of a con- 
tefted eleftion for that coynty, between the lord 
Punkellin of that day and fome other perfon. 

It was faid that the Catholics having by their inr 
tent voted lord E)unkellin out of the county of 
Galway, returned his opponent. Lord Dunkellin 
had influence enough with the minifter of that day 
to introduce this claufe, depriving the Catholics of 
their franchife, into the aft of Geo. 11. — Whether 
that faft is well founded or not is impoilible for 
me, at this time, abfolutely to determine ; but, I 
cpnfefs, I have great doubts of the authenticity of 

■"'■ ^" " ' '" " thaf . 
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tkat rumdur.-i— Becavfe, Ifind, upon looking into* 
tlie iiiftorjr of that day, and particularly into the 
]ords journals,, in the loth year of queen Anne, 
that Michael tht lord Dunjkellin of that day,^ was, 
on the 4th of Goober, 171 1, called up by writ to 
the houfe of lords; in the life of his father John 
earl of Clanricarde ; and fat as a peer in the 
houfe of lords ^M^ing the reigns of queen Anne 
^nd George I. and until his death; and his fon, 
the late earl, was but two years old in the year 
1727, when the, aft of ift George II. pafled ; — fo 
that it is manifeft there was no lord Dunkeliin of 
that day capable of being a candidate for the 
county of Galway.— This much, however, I could 
Tenture to affijrm, that, if by any fuch improper 
exertion of influence, the Catholics were deprived 
of the right of franchife, it met the decided difap- 
. probation of the prefent noble reprefentative of 
that illuftrious family.' — I could venture to affert, 
that that noble marquis was the raoft warm and 
attached friend to the fair and reafonable claims 
of the Catholic body, and I am fully iatisfied that 
if the perfonal prefence of that noble lord was ab- 
Iblutely neceflfary for their emanicipatlon, he 
would,, tho' at the rifle of his health and perfonal 
fafety, come over to give them his wafmefl. fup- 
port. 

Sir an hpn. gentleman, who fpoke third in de- 
bate (Dr. Duigenan), has attacked the civil prin- 
ciples of the Catholics -, — he has faid, that they 
wilhe4 for political liberty and political power, 
in order that they might carry into efFe<S the prin- 
ciples of Mr. Payne, and unite with the enemies of 
the conftitution in eftabliihinga repubHc,upon the 
French n>odel. — Sir, I muft beg leave to fay, that 

I think 
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I tliiaS: I know thfe prineipfes ari^ riid-fe^liflgfe^ 6f 
the Roman Catholics, at leaft in that pfpvinOTj-^^tl 
witch I am particularly attached, (C^^iiii'siUgbt) a^ 
well, if not a little better, than ^at hen. g^title-^ 
Inan— I know that they are a brave j—^ generous^ 
^s^aiid a loyal people;— they are atta<>hed hy 
principle to a free and a mixed monarchy, ^nd 
they deteft republican and leveling de^ftrines r^ 
and I will t^ke upon me to fay^ when they artf 
embofomed in the body of the ftate, ^heii they 
are reftofed to thofe rights of citizens, of which 
they have been fo long and fo linjuftly d^pfivedy 
tliey would fhed tlie laft dfop of their blood* in 
fupport of the throne, and his raajefty's ill*iftriotfs/ 
houfe, and in fupport of thfe {wefent conftittition. 
They knew well that adminiftration were alwaj^ 
amicable to the Catholic ctittfe, as far* as the tem- 
per of parliament and the nation would admit ;. 
and I tell that gentleman and this houfe, that the ^ 
Catholics are too wife and too loyal to be made the 
dupes of levellers xjr republicans; they know wfellj 
that if the ertemies of the goveriinifent cdwkf tnake 
life of tbe^m as inftruments to overturn the cohfti* 
tutions, the Catholics themfelves would fo^h l>e 
buried in its ruins. For thefe reafons I (ball give 
my moft decided fupport to the prefent meafure 
in its fulleft extent. I confefs I think it a libefBai' 
one, and look uppn Catholic emanicipatipn to be 
the harbinger of peace, union, content, ai^dprof- 
perity to Ireland. 

• Mr. 0/2^om<f.— I moft heartily concur iA the 
motion, ks far as the propofitionS cbntaitied itJ it 
gt); butlthink that they do not go fir end»gh. • 
It is an abfurd, gradual meafure, to grant the 
ek£live and wijh-hold the r^refentative fraachife, 

fince 
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£c|^l^ and 'miomf^on^ tbf^i^ tfi?- r^ipJi&innt^ivm 

poly for. felf — againft the general good.- _■.■'[.,:< . 

country, but in /tjieir ^diq^ «B|V9Sflii^r ty:*.§abi-. 
i net of clerks. 

cffrfinefe. *iid t<»jff^r.t9^t^,hfufe, ^^.^dvjfg t^ 
Roman C?lholi<¥ ip ?S9fi>t wfe^^vej (bl^l b^rgr^kl^- i 
tfd wi|:^ gr^titjuf^, \gt3 , tfte m^ofl. jijcdy «ay <tf> 
re#|f ^^ng t^ir W^/l;fiaii?^i».* . . ,.-. ,► ._ 

Lprd M^nj^shroHgh:-r^ foy p^j J^ir^ ^«i ||^ pf^- - 
mitting the bill to be bro^gju ii^ fei» 'm\\ ^Qfe. 
pledge myfelf to fupport it, as I am highly difguft- 
e^ ftBd jth^t with the ji^fteft jp^i5*9:,n^.^h itfie 
condu^ of the Roman C^filjoU?s |igrih^J^ft.t«^<^' 
y?ar^ • • '/.'*';:' 

* • ' ♦ *1 

Lord Hilljborough. — I, Sir, am alfo for admitting 
the bill, but will not pledge mjyfelf tp . it§ iiip^flt, 
untefs thp Rt. hon, gentleman wh© propped itx^^ , 
affurp ipie tfeat the Roman Catbpli?^ ViU fce;in^Jijr ' 
fatisfied with what is granted them- 

Rt. hon. Mr. Hobart — Sir, I believe from the 
nature of the conceflioxis I have propofed, that they 
will fatisfy every rational Catholic in the kingdom. 
I am fure they ought to do fo, as they are all that 
can poffibly be granted with fafety to ihe protef- 

tant 



152 COMMONS. FfiB. 4. 

tant eftabliihmem. I cannot fey more on ilie 
fabjeft, nor can I anfwer whether thefe conccf- 
fions will completely fatisfy all the Catholics. I 
cannot take upon me to anfwer for any deferijp- 
tion of men. 

Right hon. Mr. Connolly. — I am ready to give tip 
all the prejudices of my youth to fecure peace 
to my country. I am ready to give up fortune, 
and even my life, for the fame end. 

Mr. A. Daly. — Sir, the meafures propofed have 
my entire and hetrty approbation as far as they 
g'a^ but however, I do not think they go fat 
enough* Much greater privileges might be grant- 
ed; indeed I can fee noreafon why any privilege 
or any right of any other fubjeft (hould be with- 
lield from them. Their long loyalty and their 
long fuflferings, juftly entitle them now to every 
favour^ and eve^i every indulg^ice; 

The queflion was then put, that leave be given 
to bring in a bill for the further relief of his ma- 
jeily's Roman Catholic fubje<5ls, when it pafled in 
the affirmative with two diflenting voices only. 

Ordered, That the right hon. Mr. Secretary 
Hobart, right hon. Sir Hercules Langriih, the 
AtlDrney and Solicitor Generals, and Mr. Prime 
Serjeaxtt, do prepare, and bring in the faid bill. 



Fb». t8. COMMONS. 153 

MONDAir- FEBRUARY^ 1 8. 

Right hon. Mr. fecretary ifeJtzr^— Haviag oa a , 
former occafion given my opinion more at large 
upon the Roman catholic queftion, I Ihall not 
now farther trouble the houfe, than in prefenting 
the bill for the further relief of the Roman catho- 
lics, which having done, I fliall move to have it 
printed, and read a fccond time on Friday ncxt» 

The bill was then read a firft time, and is as 
follows: 

''Whereas various afts of parliament have 
been pafled, impofing on his majefty's fubjeds 
prbfefling the Roman catholic religion many re-, 
llraints and difabilities, to which other fubjeds of 
this realm are not liable ; and from the peace- 
able and loyal demeanour of his majefty's Ro- 
man caiholic fubietfts, i*- is fit that .fuch reftfaints 
and difabilides fhall be difcontinued : 

"Be it thei'efore enaded'by the kind's moft 
excellent majefty, by and with the advice and^ 
confent of the lords fpiri ual and temporal, and 
commons in parliament affembled^ and by the 
authority of the fame, that his majefty's fubjedlsj 
profeffing the Roinan catholic religion fhall not 
be liable or fubjed to any penalties, forfeitures, 
difabilities, or incapacities, or to any laws £ot 
the limitation, charging, or difcovering of their 
eftatcs and property, real of peribnal, fave fach 
as his majefty's fubjeds of the proteftant religion 
are liable and fubjed to, and that fuch parts or 
all oaths required to be taken by perfons vdting 
at eledions for members to fervc in parliament, 
as import to dtoy that the perfon taking the 
fame as a papift, or married to a papift, or edu- 
cates his children in the popiih religion^ ihall 

X nfit 
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not hereafter be required to be taken by any voter^ 
but fliall be totally omitted by the perfoa adrai- 
iiiftering the fame, any ftatute now in force to the 
Contrary of any of the faid matters in any wife 
notwithftanding. • • 

'* Provided always, that nothiog ^herein before 
tontained fliall extend, or be conftrued to cxtendy, 
to repeal or alter any law or aft of pariiameat 
fi,ow in force, by l^hich certain qualifications are 
requif-ed to be performed by perfons enjoy mg, any 
offices or places of truft under his majeftyj hia 
heirs and fuccdSbrsy other than as hercm after 
is enadled. 

" I^rovided alfo, ttiat nothing hei'ein con- 
tained ihafl extend, or be conffrued to extend, ta 
give perfons profeffing the popifh religion a right 
to vote at any parilh veftrics for levying of mo- 
ftey to rebuild or repair parifh chufches, or for 
the falary of the parifti clerk. 

^' Provided alfo, that nothing hefein contained 
fhall extend to auihorife any perfon profeffing 
the Roman catholic religion, to have or keep in 
his poflfeflion, any arms, armouf, amunition, or 
any warlike ftores, fword-blades, barrels, locks, of 
llocks of guns or fire-arms, or to exempt fuch 
* peribns froift any forfeitufe or penalty inflidcd 
by any a£l refpe&ing arms, armour or amuni- 
tion in the hands of any papift, or refpedmg pa- 
pifts having or keeping fuch warlike ftores, fave 
and except perfons of the Roman catholic religion 
fetzcd of a freehold, eftate of lool. a year, or pof- . 
fd&d of a perfonal eftat^ of lopcL or upwards, 
who arc hereby authorifed to keep' arms as pi^- 
teftants now by law may ; and alfo fave and ex- 
cept Roman catholics poflcffing a freehold eftate 
ei loL yeajfly value, and lefs than iool. or a 

perfonaJ 
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perfonal eflatc of ibol. and lefs than joool. VfhQ 
Ihall have, at the feflion of the peace in the county 
in which they refide, taixn tie oath of allegiance 
prefcnbed to be taken by an aft paffed iu the istlji 
and 14th years of his prefent majefty's reign, enti- 
tled an aft to enable his m^jefty's fubjefts of whatp 
£V€X perfu^fion to tfpftify their allegiance to him, 
and alfp in open court fwear and fubfcribe ain 
affidavit, that they are poflefled of a freehold 
filiate yielding a clear yearly profit to the perfoij 
jnaking the fame of lol. or a perfonal property 
of looh above his juft debts, fpecifying therein 
the name and nature offuch freehold^ and nature 
pf fuch perfonal property ; which affidavits Ihall 
be carefully preferved by the clerk of the peace, 
fibo fhall have for his trouble a fee of 6d. an4 
no more, for every fuch affidavit ; and the peribn 
Slaking fuch affidavit, and pofleffii^ fuch properr 
ty, may keep and ufe arms fo long as th<ey ihall 
rdpeftively poflefc a property of the annual va t 
lue of I ol. ajad upwards if freehold;Or the value of 
lool. if perfonal, in like manner as his majefty's 
proteftant fubjefts may, any ftatut^ to ^e 
contrary notwithftanding. 

*^ Aad be it enafted, that it fhall and ^lay be 
iiwful for perfpns profeffipg the Roman catholic 
fdigion ca hold, exercife, and enjoy all civil and 
military offices or places of timft or profit under 
his majefty,^ his heirs and fuccefibrs in this king- 
dom, aad to hold or take any profeflbrffiip in any 
univerfityor college, e^scept a profeflbrlhip of 
dkinity in the college of the holy and undivided 
trinity of queen Elizabeth near Dublin, and ta 
hold any office or place of truft in any lay body 
corporate without taking or fuUcribing the oaths 
of allegiance, fupremaeyor abjuration, or making 
$f jpubicribing tbf declaration roqutred to be ta/^^ 
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^en, made and fuhfcribed to enable any perfon 
to hold and enjoy any of fuch places, and with- 
out receiving the facrament of the Lord's fupper, 
according to' the rites and ceremonies of the church 
of Ireland ; provided that every fuch perfou fliall 
take and fubfcribe the oath apf>ointed by the fjud 
a£l paflcd in the 13th and 14th years of his ma- 
jefty's reign, entitled, an aft to enable his majd- 
ty's fubjeas, of whatever perfuafion, to teftify their 
allegiance to him. 

'* Provided always, and be it enafted, that no- 
thing herein contained Ihall extend or be conftru- 

„ cd to^xtend to enable any perfon to fit or vote 
in either houfes of parliament, or to hold, exer- 
cife, or enjoy the offices of lord lieutenant, lorcl 
deputy, or othier chief governor or governors of 
this kingdom, lord high chancellor or keeper or 
commiflioner of the great feal of this kingdom, 
lord high treafurer, chancellor of the Exchequer, 
chief juftice of the court of King's Bench or Com- 
mon Pleas, lord chief baron of the court of Exche- 
quer, juftice of the court of King's Bench or Com- 
mon Pleas, or baron of the Court of Exchequer, 
matter or keeper of the rolls, fecretary of Itate, 
vice treafurer or deputy vice-treafurer, teller and 

/ chalhier of the Exchequer, or auditor general, 
chief commiffioners of his Majefty*s revenues 
of cuftoms or excife, fecretary to the lord lieu- 
tenant, lord deputy or other chief governor or 
governors of this kingdom, member of his majef- 
ty's moft hon. privy <:ouncil, prime ferj^ant, at- 

vtorney general, folicii or general, fecond and third 
ferjeants at law, king's counfel, matters in chancery, 
pirovoft or fellow of the college of the holy and un- 

. div>ided Trinity of queen Elizabeth near Dublin, 
pott- matter general, matter and lieutenant gene- 
ral of his majcfty's ordnance, comm^ider in chief 

' " of 
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of his majefty 'S forces, generals ou the ftafF, and 
flieriffs of any county in this kingdom, or any 
oflSce contrary lo the rules, orders, and diredion " 
made and eftablilhed by the lord lieutenant and 
council, in purfuance of the ad pafled in the 17th 
and 1 8th years of the reign of king Charles II, 
entitled an ad for the explaining of fome doubts 
arifmg upon an ad, entitled an ad for the better - 
execution of his majefty 's gracious declaration 
for the fettlement of his kingdom of Ireland, and 
fatisfadion of the feveral interefts of adventurers, 
folUiers, and other his futgeds there, and ior ma- 
king fome alterations of and additions unto the 
faid ad, for the more fpeedy and efledual fet- 
tlement of this kingdoul, uiilefs he ftiall have 
taken, made, and fubfcribed the oaths and de- 
claration, and performed the feveral requifites- 
which by any law heretofore made and now of 
force are required* to enable any perfon to fit or 
vote, or to hold, exercife, and enjoy the faid 
offices refpedively. 

" Provided alfo, and be it enaded, that nothing 
in this ad contained fhall enable any perfon pro-^ 
feffing the Roman catholic religion to take or en- 
joy any advowfon or right of prefentation to any 
ccclefiaftical benefice whatfoever. 

** And be it enaded, that no perfon profefllng 
the Roman catholic religion fhall be liable to or 
fobjed to any penalty for not attending divine 
fervice on the Sabbath day, called Sunday, ia 
his or her parilh church, 

" Provided alfo, and be it enadedj that no- 
thing herein contained Ihall be conftrued to ex- 
tend to authorife. any popifti prieft, or reputed 
T)opilh prieft, to celebrate marriage betweea 
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proteftant and prot^ftant or bet¥?een any perfoa 
who hath beea, or iprofd&d himfelf or herfelf to 
be a protefltant at any time mthin twelve months 
before fuch' celebraiioa of marriage smd a papift^ 
ualefs fuch proteilaut and papift ihall have been 
Jrft married by a clergyman of the proteftant 
jpeligiou ; and that every popifti p^eft, or repute4 
popilh priefl, who ihsdl celebrate any marriage 
between two protellants, or between any fucl^ 
proteftant and papift, unlefs fuch proteftant and 
, papift (hall have been firft married by a clergy- 
maQ of the proteftant religion, iliall forfeit the. 
fum of 500I. one moiety to his majefty> his heirs 
and fucceflbrs, and the other moiety to the perfon 
or perfons who Ihall fue for the fame by a^ion 
of debt, bill, plaint, or information, in a^y of 
hi« majefty's courts of record, wherein no efloinc, 
proteftion, wager of law, or more than one im- 
parlance ftiall be allowed, and ihall not be Uablo 
to any other punifhment for fuch oflence^ 

" And whereas it may be expedient, in cafe hi5 
raajefty, his heirs, and fucceflbrs, fhall be pleafed 
foto alter the ftatutesof the college of the holyan4 
undivided Trinity near Dublin, and of the imiver- 
Iky of Dublin, as to enable perfons profelfing the 
Roman catholic religion to take degrees in the 
faid univerlity; to remove any obftacle which 
n0:w exifts by ftatute law. 

r 

. " Be it cna6led, that from and after the day 
of it fhall not be neceflary for any 

perfon, upon taking any of the degrees ufually 
conferred by the faid univerlity, to make or fub- 
fcribe any declaration, or to take any oath, favc 
the oaths of allegiance and abj uration, any law 
or ftatute to the contrary notwithftandingi 
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The bill w*& ordered to be read a fecond time 

Sir L» Barjimr fgoke n feUowa* — Mr-Weaker, 

there »e\?ervas amove im^orta&t momeat^ public; 

«xpe6}atkux is ground to the higheil; wc muil 

give whftt WlU gratify,, but will not deilroy ; aa 

mrror now may bring en years of calamity ; yoii 

kave many things to feat; the exc^rbitance of 

fiopular de&xe; the i^udlance of miaiilers t0 

change ; the divifions which fubfift among ypur- 

-fclves- We may however do a great benefit to 

Qto country, we owe much to it. The populaf^ 

«ffervefeence direfted well, may adminifter health 

to the conftitution ; it has already awoke miniiler$ 

•from their dream of omnipotence, and you from 

jowt ofcitancy over the public wrongs ; it has 

€toaie more ; it has called forth an acknowledge 

ftientofthie dilapidations vvhich time has made 

, in your ccaaftitution, and pisoduced a righteous 

refolution towards its amendments Never did I 

fce^ never did I hear of a more dignified aflem- 

bly than you appeared at the beginning of this 

ieflkm ; 'when the fubje£k of parliamentary reform 

was firft proposed. So many men making fuct 

ftupendous facrifices at the. Ihrine ,pf the public 

weal. It feemed to me like a kind of miracle, 

'tehich I hardly had feafcs to believe. ; every ©ne 

on every fide uttering fuch fentiments, as if this 

facred flaD3ue of liberty had dropped from heaven 

upon your heads and filled ypu with its infpirati- 

6ns. Proceed now to a£l, as you have fpoke. 

There are tw6 great objcds which agitate the 
public nwnd;. the exteEnfion of privileges to the 
catholics ; and the reform of parliament ; they 
are both intimately conne^ed with each other. 
I confine myfelf aow to that part of the catholic 

fubjeft^ 
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fubjetS, which relates to franchife and reprefeu- 
tatlon ; every thing elfe is comparatively of little 
importance, and fhould be confidered diftindily^. 
I fay then catholic enfranchifemcnt, and parlia- 
mentary reform are intimately conne&ed with 
each other ; and he is but a puny ftaiefman, who 
in confidering i-hem, would confider them fepa- 
rately ;. for the extent of what you give to the 
catholics depends upon the reform, and the ef- 
fevfts of the reform depends upon the extent of 
franchife you give to the catholics ; he therefore 
< -who would feparatfe them, would take a partial^ 
iraperfeSl, and contratfted view of each; It is there- 
fore I defire ydur attention to-day, that before we 
go into either, we may take a general view of both, 
that we may fee what may be done to heal the 
prefent difcontents and donefafely. This comitry 
cannot profper while it continues in thisftate of fer- 
mentation ; nor can you have any repofe nor even 
aflu ranee of any fecurity, fuch is the perturbed flate 
of the publick mind. I fhall therefore ftate, what I 
think will reftore tranquillity to the count ly. I do 
not fay, it will give perfeft content, for nothing will 
effeft that, but it will content every reafohable 
and moderate man, and then we may without dan- 
ger proceed to reprefs the reft. 

What I fhall propofe will not perhaps be per- 
leSly agreeable to eiiher'parry ; neither to thofe 
who are in power, nor to thofe who are afpiring 
to powei' ; if however it is adopted and faves my 
country, I care not for myfelf If it does not, I 
have that confolation of which nothing can deprive 
me ; that I have done my duty, and that I have 
an approving tribunal in my own bofom. 

Fir ft, then, as to the ctatholics — 

' The 
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The catholics have been depofed from all 
authority in this country ; for a century they were 
(fuch were the unhappy circumftances of the times) 
Unavoidably depofe4; and I wll lift my voice 
againft any .man who defames our proteltant an- 
c;ieftors for that depofition. Had the anceftors of 
the catholics been triumphant, ^t hey would have 
done the fame ; they did do the fame. ' But let the 
condudl: of all pur anceftors on both fides reft in 
oblivion. It is not the part of Irifhmen to difparage 
thecharaiSers of chofe who went before them ; be 
their fed or parry what it might, let it be remem- 
' bered> that they were ftill Iriftimen, and that theiif 
blood is at this day. running through our veins. • 
Where we c^in, we fhould adorn their tombs with 
trophies ; where we cannot, we ftiould leave their 
memories to fleep in peace. 

If the catholic parliament of James II. was mov*^ 
cd by a perfecuting fpirit, I am forry for it, be- 
cajife it is a blemifti upon fo great a portion of the 
Irifti charader pf that day. If the protefta^t 
parliament that fucceeded them, were moved by 
the fame fpirit, I am ftill forrier for it ; but then I 
look for the vindication of all our anceftors in the , 
tempfet of the times. I look to England at that 
period, and there I fee the fame fpirit. I look to 
France, and there I fee Louis XlVth, juft be- 
fore the revolution, revoking the edi6l of Nantz, 
and perfecuting and banilhing 500,000 proteftants 
out of his dominions. But when I confider, that 
the parties in Ireland were nearly ballanced ; that 
is, the proteftants were the lefs . numerous, but 
had a great fupport from England ; the catholic3 
were the more numerous, but had, but a fmall 
fupport from France ; in this equipoife of party 
I feCj that fome oppreffion was neceffary, which- 
ever party was fucccfsful, in order that it might 

Y prefervc 
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prefervc its pre-einihcnce. itot fo m Enf^laftidy 
thcte the prdteftants tverc oiiiinipotent, thetefbf^ 
opprfeffion by tbem ^as peJffecutiocu In France* 
the catholics were omnipotent,- theirefore dppref- 
fion by them too was pcirfeeuticto ; but in Ir^Mt: 
fand the powers were neatly equal, and thelpefdite? 
\;^7hat in Frince and Engknd ^ai peifecntibBy' 
in Ireland was policy. It iS thus I rfefcue th& 
<?haraders of all Iriftimen at that pei^od ; and 
if a fpirit of intolerance i$ imputable to thtta^ 
it is an hundred times more imputable to thfeiir' 

treat and enlightened neighbours in England and 
ranee, not lo mention ill the other kingdoms m 
Europe, in which till the other day, the moft cruel 
and barbarous perfecutions on account of rfeligi- 
cm were pradifed. But let us draSv a curtain ovc/ 
thefe unhappy periods of out hiftory ; it is not 
what proteftatits- or catholics have been that we 
are t6 confidef, feut ^haft they are now. 

To give fome participatidn of franchilfe 16 tb^ 
Roman catholics is no longer a matter of choice,^ 
but; of the hioft urgent and irreliftrble pbliipy. 
When proteftants' of all defcfiptioBs were united^ 
in wfthholding it, and when England ba<^k^ thetti 
in doing fo, it might be withheld. But is thiar 
the ft ate. 6f things now ? Are the pfbteftant# 
united ? Is England aiding ? Noi — biit thei^verfe.^ 
Add to ail this an impending and ti?emen<kyB^ 
war, and tften I a(k, can the chita to the c#t&blic«(' 
be altogether refifted ? Impoffible^ 

I do not however ftate this to infinuate to the 
catholics, that their power in this countiry ii^ 
irrefiftfble. No-^while theiY conduft is tefnper- 
ate, and what tvill gratify thiem reafonable, it may 
be fo ; but were they intoxicatefd with their pre- 
fcnt fucccfs, and mftiguted by any ttiifchievoutf 

incendiary' 
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inceadiary to proceed to any thing iinreafonable 
fn a^i or demand, they would find the JProteftant^ 
pace more xuxited againft them, England united 
gg^inft them, many of their own perfualion united 
^gainft them, ^nd their preifent ftrength would 
^ecom<e prelent iml^cility. 

It is my opinion theo, that the e]ie6Uve franchife 
pyght ppt to be jbaipay ted to any catholic, whp 
lif^th ijiot a fteehold property of 26I. a year. But 
firft let me obferve, th^t j never yet fpo^e on any 
fubjed in this houfe rcfpeding the catholjics, fave 
ft few lyords the pther night ; nor did I ever givic 
a vote agf inft any meafure in which y^as involved 
any catholic claim. I did not vote for the rejqfli- 
on of tjxe cathode petition. in the laft feflion. Any 
jJb^i^g .th^t thi$ houfe has once ' done, ihould be 
fpo^e^ of lyith refpeiSl j I fli^ll therefore only fay, 
that I greatly difapprQved of that nieafufe* I rofe 
to fta-te my reafons againft it, but at the fame in- 
ilant a leading gentleman in the oppofition arofe. 
I gave way. He ftated the fentiment of his friends 
fo be deci4f54^y for die rejedion of the petition. 
Jle vsjas rapidly followed by the pght IjiQii. fecre^ 
t^y witl^ the jTanie fentiment. 

In tebis gei;ic;:al confluence of parties, I could 
not hqpe that my voice would be of any avaiLj 
j^d b^ing pecijiljafly circumft^nced witn rcfpeS 
to jpay cQuftituents,' 1 thought it would be impru- 
jdeni in me to give an inefficient vote, vvhich I 
iolbw would be vuine^rable to' much mifrepref«;i- 
tation. I therefore immediatielv arofe and left the 
houfe. After this, I truft, it will not be fuppofed, 
that 1 eniertaiii any illiberality of fentiment with 
fefpeft to the catholics. Religion is a fubjeft, 
upon which prejudice fp often .over-rules 4?eafon, 
fnfa jfji the moil capdid minds, that O^j^dng fowuch 
' ' Y 2. of 
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cfone^s felf in order to remove fuch an impreflion, 
iyill, I hope be deemed Ibmewhat excufeabfe 
Kow to proceed.' Every 6ne admits that the num- 
ber of the catholics greatly exceeds that of the 
J)roLeftants, donfequetitly if the catholics had an 
equal right of franchile, they muft become the 
majority of voters at almofl every popular eledion. 
1 do not fay, tliat at this inftant the number of 
catholics who have 40s, freeholds is greater thad 
of prdteftants. 'But I fay it would immediately be 
to. Pferhaps moft'of thfe catholics novv have but 
leafes for ycaf s ; but landlords, wilhing to encreafc 
their own corifequencc, would almoft everywhere 
convert them into leafes for lives ; and though the 
catholics might not in many inftances have 40s. 
profit, yet we know, that when it comes any thing ♦ . 
near to that fum, tht lower order of people will bd 
tempted tb vote from it. I therefore, fay, that if 
catholics of 405. freeholds were allowed to vote^; 
the number it would admit would beimmenfe and 
overwhelming. 

Some I know think that thefe inferior catholics 
wo\ild be fo de^pendent upon their landlords who 
are moftly proteftants, that they might be ad^ 
jnitted to the franchife without any dangef. To 
this I fay, that tliough they might vote with their 
landlords; they might alfo vote againft them-— ' - 
intcreft might lead them one way, but bigotry 
inight lead them' another ; for though I believe 
the higher clafs of catholics to be as Jiberal a^ 
any men, the lower clafs we know are not fo— 
they are too ignorant to be fo." 

If you fay that their prejudices were occafioned 

by their oppreffion^ and that they 'will fceafe with 

that dppreffion, laflc,' have the proteftants had 

no prejudices ? and yet how weife they opprefled? 

" ■^^^^' ' ' ' •• • • It 
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It is the expiring embers of civil difcords which 
inflame the fe6ts againfteach other, not bppreiiion^ 
and though abolition of diftinftions may cool it 
will not at once quench them. Had the prote^ 
tants prejudices againft the catholics until now^,^ 
or had they not ? If you fay they had not, 1 alk, 
how can you account for their with-holding foi 
much from the catholics until thie other day i 
How can you account for their with-holding fo 
much xmtiLnow ? Was it policy ? If it was policy, 
what has produced the fudden change ? if it was 
not policy, mull it not have been prejudice ? How 
can you account for your own fentiment on thii 
fubjeft in the laft fdfioh, and your change of 
fentiment fince ? 

I 

k ■ 

If any franchife to catholics was dangerous then, 
will not every franchife to them be dangerous* 
now? oirifnot, muft you not confefs that you 
were aftuated by prejudice in the laft fejHion, an4 
then what follows ? That you, the moft enlight- 
ened aflembly in the nation— you, on the eiaii- 
iience of legiflative power— -you were fo aduateci 
by prejudice in the lafl: feffion, that you would 
not even fuffer a petition from the catholics to lie 
in neglcft and oblivion on your table, and which 
only in humble language implored, much lefs* 
than you are now going to grant-^can you then 
fuppofe, that the Wretched catholic peafant, 
wrapped in the thickeft Ih^des of ignorance, and 
feared by fuperftition and bigotry, that he Ihould 
have no prejudices, or that he ftiould not have 
vpry ftrong ones ? 

By granting franchife then to the inferior ca- 
catholics, what do you do ? You give ftanchife 
to a body of men in great poverty, in great ignor 
pxiQC ; bigotted to their fe£l and their altars ; 

' ' .repelled 
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aepelkd hy ai^ci^t pif^judices.fxom you ; and 9t 
leoft four timfs$ the number o( yon. Tou jgive 
them all ato&i^e the eledUve £raachiie, by which 
thejTi'wiU almpft Jin every; county m three province^ 
put .of the fouir, Ift the majonty of clears, con- 
UouUi^ you, overwhelmmg you, refifting and 
irrefiftihle. I Qa^nqt cpuceive a phrenzy nu^clj 
^rieater than thip. Allow tbenjf , every virtue xk^kt 
devates xnan^^ft^U thi$ is a trial, that no body 
of mea^ thAt .are or ever VKer^, ihpiild tfe put to. 

I think as well of the catholics ^ I do of aojf 
body of uvea in this cpuntry or any other, but 
Itill I wotold QQt trufi to much to any body of 
men fn fuch circumftances. Not to the mot^eir 
tants to whom I belong— not tq the diuenters 
vbom I highly f cfpe<a, I c w piily confider the 
4i^hoUc3 as m^j and they muft 1^ uiox^e thai) 
QObea, i^ in fuQh a fitu^tioo, they could be i^tr 
^ cntwift^ with fuich a powier-. 

k 

* 

Bm ftiU U>n\t men think that the iujeidorcatho? 
jfUSB would not ftbufe thi« power. I do AOt fay it 
b certain that they wQuld ; neither can you fay 
^at it 16 certain they would not; and thds is a cafe 
la which nothing ihould be left to imcenainty, 
hecaufe upon this every thing ^Ue^epends^ Sup-r 
pojfe you gave the. inferior catholic^ /ranchife^ 
4Bd mat they ihould meet in all th$di^ pariib^ to 
determine on the exerqife of it, a^ tikeyjjtii^y did> 
tx> determine on the attainment Qf it ; and .^at 
tiiey Ihould nominate in their eh^pels thdir -repue^ 
fentatives to the parli^meat, a5 they lately ^d 
their delegates to the convention, what^ would 
there be to flop thctra ? The powwer of t^^eir lAPd- 
lords might do much, but the power of redigiqn 
might do mwh more. How imiwdj might $hefe 
people be wrought upon .by their .|»!kfts, at thw. 

altars. 



sUtsLts, wodfiing: upon thmt (opev^kidn ia^ povaf*^ 
ty? HxNiftaiil^ might thef bd periuaded» that 
their tempolral as well as their eteraal felicity 
depended upon thdr tmiting together in the ex- 
<»ercife of their fnoichife. . I do not f87, that all 
this ^ould foilov^; but I fay, that all this^ and, 
more might follow ; and therefore that we fhould 
not wantonly liik it; ^ 

Some think it fafe to give the eleftive fraEachife 
b the infeicior catholics dn this fuppofition, thut 
they are fo inferior in property few can acquire 
it» and therefoie the. ptoteftsmts will ftill be the 
majority of eleftolns. To determine this, confi* 
der the ftate of the country^ Firft the great ia- 
tireaib of tillage; Thofe la^e fairm^ which a 
few years ago weie all in pidlure ^roiindsi each 
occupied by % fingle ptoteftant farmer^ are now^ 
broken into feven^ parcels tenanted for the inoft 
part by catholic hnibandmen^ fo that feven of 
tight catliolics hold the ground at prefent, which 
me proteftant held formerly. Will not mod of 
thefe hk voters? Confider this alfo; land has 
rifen within five cxr fix years one^fourth in its 
Talue. Land which fix years ago you could *iK)!t 
let for more than ^os. an acr^, yon calm now let 
ibr 256. an acre: whirt follows? That ^he catho* 
tic, who had his land but fix years ago for the 
kxtf emity of its value, has it now for one^fourth 
lefs than its value ; therefore he muft hold a very 
fmall quantity, who has not a profit 'to qualify 
him to vote- To give an inftance of the operatic 
, oil of this rife : Suppofe a catholic held lb fmall 
a (|uantity of land as ten acres at 20s. an acre, 
and that this was reckoned a rack rent fis; years 
ago ; ffoin the rife^of land fince hp muft jhave a 
profit from, it of 50s. a year now. Confider fiir- 
ther, that this increafe of tillage and rife 6f land 

have 
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iiave jirincipilly been fince catholics were allovped 
to take freehold leafes, and then conlider ho^ 
three provinces of this kingdom are covered with 
catholics, and can you doubt of the multitude of 
catholic voters, fhould you extend to them the 
40s: fanchife? 

Again it is argued, that moft% of the landlordtt 
are proteftants, and that they will not be inclined 
tb give Freehold leafes to the catholics. But I 
alk, who can be certain that thev will not ? if 
however it is meant, that the catiiolics will get 
but little influence by the 40s. franchife^ then their 
gain is littlfe. But if they fhould get great influr 
ence, then your danger is great: It is wife 
then to doi what in the one alternative can do 
them little good, and what in the other may do 
you irreJparable mifchief ? . Bur it may be faid^ 
thefe extreme cafes are improbable, and that the 
landlord^ wiirnot all aft one way^ or all another^ 
I. will anfwer to this, that as far as they aft in 
either way it applies : that is, the catholic gains 
nothing as far as Freehold is withheld, arid yoti 
rifk much as 'far as freehold is grantedi And as 
moft men arc apt to prefer their own powfer to the 
public weal, efpecially where the intereft of the 
public may not be imniediately manifeft, it fol- 
lows, that landlords will rather follow the ag- 
grandizement of their own power, than confider 
the danger to the ftate, and therefore will grant 
in freehold to the catholics, 

. But further; in three provinces out of the four, 
the catholicjj are fix times the number of the pro- 
teftants. Now if you gave them the 40s. franchife, 
and if catholics could obtain freeholds with the 
lame facility as proteftants, the number of catho- 
lic freeholders in thefe three provinces would be 

fix 
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fix times the number of J>roteftant freeholders* 
What a .ftupendous and overwhelming majority ? 
Make then ihe ampleft deduftion probability will 
admit from this huge majority on account of ca- 
tholic poverty and proteftant landlords, and 
pride and prejudice and every thing elfe, and 
after all, what a great majority muft remain to 
the catholics? I therefore fay, give them the 405; 
franchife, and in thcfe three provinces they ex- 
ceed you fo itmch in their grofs numbers, that 
they muft exceed you in their votesi This ap» 
pears to me as certain as that fix is a greater num- 
ber than one, or any other arithmetical axiom. 

The next cbnfideration is, whether being fu- 
]perior to you thus in number of votes, they 
\vould exercife this fuperiorii y to your exclufion ? 
I alk then which are the proteftants or ihe ca- 
tholics the more prejudiced ? Perhaps you will 
fay the catholics ; but 1 will fuppofe -ihem ro be _ 
equally fo and then I alk, if the catholics were 
allowed to be reprcfentatives, but not eleftors^ 
what chance could any catholic candidate have 
in any county in the kingdom ! None. If the 
catholics then become the great majority of elec- 
tor^ in any county, what chance can any protef- 
tant candidate have in fuch county ? None^ Give 
then the 40s. franchife to the catholics, and they 
will become the majority of elcftors in three pro- 
vinces of this kingdom ; and confequently wiU 
eleft catholic reprcfentatives for every county in 
thefe three provinces. Add a patliaraentary re- 
form to this, by throwing borough reprefentatiori 
into the counties coUedively or divifionally, and 
then you will have all catholic reprefentadves 
for thefe provinces, and moft probably alfo for 
fome of the counties even in the fourth, and thus 
the reprefentatives 6f three provinces being ca- 

Z - tholics 
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thoUcsj the great majority of the houfe of coin^ 
mens will be catholics; and all this only ftip- 
poJBng the cathol|c« not to ht a jot iti€(re preju- 
dited againft yon, than you muft admit the 
proteftfet^'to be againft them. Is there' any thing 
tini*eafonable theh in this fuppofition ? 

If you fay this cannot happen, for ca4:holics- are 
to be excluded from fittitJg in parliament, obfervc 
the confequence. The great objeftion to give the 
. 40sl franchife to the catholics refts upon this, that 
they ^puld' not givd their faffrages indifferently 
as other el(f£lor3, but that they would give them 
as a catholic pariy, and to fuch reprefentatives a^ 
would be, not the beft reprefentatives for the na- 
tion, but the beft reprefentatives for promoting 
the view 'of their party. Mow the excluGon of 
cathplic :feprefemaiives from fitting in parliament, 
as well as every other remainrng catholic reftrifti- 
6n inftead of being a fecurity againft catholics 
eortibining incir fuiirages, will be an additional 
ihduceraent to them to do fo; for the more points^ 
they have' to gain^ the more inducements they 
will have •to enter into iuch combination- And 
even if you were certain, that they never would 
sffpire t6 ah afcendancy over yota, as you have hi- 
therto C>vc1: thcm^, flilt you muft be certain, that 
they vfeiild afpire to an equality ; and therefore' 
combine to obtain it. But furiher, were they to 
aflbciate tochljfe reprefentsftives, do ^ou think, they 
cotild long' want candidates, even among protei- 
^ fans *or nominal ptoteftants, fit for their purpofe?' 

could they not eafily get in every comity enough 
of candidates, who w-ould offer totake tbicirtefts, 
and promife to obey them, and the firft oUjeft of 
whofe miffioft to parliament would be to repeal 
thofe oaths, which you now take at that table, and 
adrrit the catholics to fit here indifcrimfnately r 
^tch would be the ir^prcfentutiies' cf thi?ee pro- 

^ incerf 
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evinces out o^ four, in the next parliament j i^^hat 
then would be the repjefentativcs in the parlia- 
meuj: the ne^t afte^r ^? Would they haye even the 
aame or femljlance of prpteftants r 

Now ,what JLS there tp control all this ? Merely 
lie powe^ of their landlords. This is the reply , 
in the mouth of ^veiy cathplie advocate, to every 
tiling I have been ftating- JNow if this be true^ 
what 4oes it nw^an ,? Merely this : that if you give 
ij[ie 4qs. franch^fe to the catholics, the proteitant 
i^ndlprds will ftill, as before, return the reprefen- 
tatives. Now what benefit is this to the catholic 
body, to have the name of chufing their rcprefent* 
atives, if iUll they are to be chofen, not by them 
^ut by the p^otcftant Un41ordf } What benefit 
is it to the copftituifon, if catholics in name only^ 
but the proteitant landlords in fa(3, continue as 

l)efore to return thp reprtfentat^ves i / . ^ 

. ■ . ' ■ ■ • 

If it is ihe fame influence, that ftill jetums, if 
^pt the difpute about a form,* aiM not for a futhr 
ftance ? Will the catholics be more free by being 
the organs to exprels the will of their l-andlords^ 
and not thei^r own will ? Or if^o^i the coiitrafy it 
would not be fo ; if the catholics wojild think 
'jnd a6t for themfelves independent of their landf 
lords, what then is the argument from the influence 
pf their landlords, but « bafe deception to dype 
an4 inipofe upon your credulity ? and for which 
if yO|U t:oyld be fa duped, you would not be re- 
fpe^d for yotnr liberality, but laughed at by the 
jl^^hole world for your '\yeaknefs, and you would 
fieferve to be laughed ^t^ 

I 4o not exp^d of the houfe of commons of Ire* 
land, that it ftiould be wifer than any alTembly m 
Xhi^ world, ))ut, I only implore it, that it may not 
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immortalize itfelf for its folly; If you a proteftant 
houfe of commons mean to give up your power to 
the catholics, do fo ; 1 Ihall acquiefce ; but do it 
openly ; it may be a magnanimous a<S, and take- 
the credit for your magnanimity ; avow it tb the 
whole world ; many and great heroes haverefign- 
cd the enfigns of ineir authority, and funk into 
the vale of private ftation ; kings have laid down 
their fceptres ; you may depofe yourfelves ; do fo ; 
but fay fo and let the wprld know, that you are not 
ignorant of what you are about, and that it is a 
work of your free volition, and i^ot of a fatuitou^ 
ignorance and imbecility, 

Vf But to Ihew you the w^eaknefs of your fituati6ri> 

Ihould you give the forty (hillings franchife to fhe 
catholics, and how much weaker it will be, than 
I have even yet ftated it to be, confider thisi The 
catholics, I fay, in every county in three provinces 
will unite, to chufe reprefentatives in their intereft, 
in oppoiition to thofe in the proteltant intereft, 
and this againft the will of their landlords. Nov^ 
how, you will afk, can this be done ? 1 will tell 
you. It is evident in the firft place, that the ca- 
tholics wdll be then the majority of freieholders in 
three provinces out of the four ; and that in anyfaiy 
plan of reform being the majority of freeholders if 
they aft together, they muft return the reprden-f 
tativos lor ihcfe three provinces. That if they da 
this, they ge*^ a majoriiy in the houfe qi commons, 
and a majuri y of he honfe of commons, in our 
ConftitniioK, vie know, is every thing ; Thatis, 
a majofity of he houfe of comn»ons, has the con-^ 
troul over hcfl'pplics, ard che fupplies give theni 
a con ro'.ji cnrr other powers in the ftate. Here 
theii is [he prrze 10 'enipi the catholics to unite 
in ^heir faiinigcs, all the wealth, and all the powder 
In ihc land. v\ ill this produce no exertion ?•»— 

Win 
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Will this make, no meny, ot will k not make:!^!!^ 
titudes of men air\oiig tfeem, adive aud* int^rigu^. 
icg ? What thcQ are men to do ? Merely to tclj 
tliem this, merely to tell them theij* fitui^iioxi, aad) 
'-* fay to theipj '* you are now the majority of 
' ekdor^.and ymi may therefoi:e return .the ma-^ 
* jority of the houfe of commons, and ifyoia; do 
' fo, the catholic intercft is omnipotent ; we only 
aik yon to do what you did the other dlay ; to 
meet in your chapels and deter mine, who fhould 
** be the r<spr€fentaiives of every county or diftrift 
** as the reformoiiay be.** They may fay, " your^ 
*' landlords will want you to vote otherwife, but 
♦* unite together this once, and we will foon.pi^t; 
you out of the power of your landlords. They 
may t^ll them that by their uniting thtis in the 
laft fummer to chufe reprefentaiivcs to the con-, 
'^ veniion, yoa got relieved fronLthe hearth-mon^y 
*^ tax, and even got this very benefit of votings 
" which we now call on you to exercife,*' and 
froin thence they may perfuade them, that if 
they unite again in the fame way tO: chufe their 
Mprefentatives to parliament, they may he fare of 
obtaining ftill much greater benefits. 

They may talk to them of tithes, and efven oi 
rents, and at laft proceed to talk to them of re* 
ligion, and tell them, " if you vvill unite in your 
fuffrages, your ancient religion, which has been 
proftratcd in the duft, " for a century, and hu- 
" miliated and reviled, may once more rear its 
head, and appear in all its priftine magn^cence 
and after the wromgs of a century you may now 
do an aft of great juftice to your priefls,- your 
altars, and your God, which fhall Ihowcr dow4 
^^ wealth and power upon you in this world, an^ 
f- iptprnal glory in thq n^xt* 

. Whst 
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- What influence coald a landlord ufe to cpuij.- 
tcrvail this ? Yet, aU this, and much more, might 
te done to make thena, co-operate in their fu#ra- 
ges- Will you then, after this, will you t jansfe;|r 
fuch a power to meil who. are fubjedl to fuch aa 
influence ? Will you be your jown ^ecution^s, 
ind <:oniixiit this defperate fuicide ? 

Neither is it merely a furrender^ of power ; yotk 
cannot tell what ufe would be made of that power 
by thofe to whom you would furrender. it* Ope 
party thinks the catholics ! are friends to higk 
kingly government, and would therefore make 
thein a counterpoife to the fcvidilers ; another 
party thinks they havevcaught the flame qf French 
politics, and would co-operate with them in th^ir 
democratical fpeci;lations. But the truth is, that 
no man Jl^nows, nor can any mai|L make a well- 
founded conjecture, what would be- the condu6k 
of fuch a body of reprefentatives ; nor evieiiL ^an 
they know individually, what they might .4p them-*' 
felves, when they Ihould be thus colle(9:ed ; whe- 
ther they' might not link into fervile compliancy 
to preferve the afcendency which they had thus 
obtained, or whether they might not fpread their 
^depredations into all the wideft exceflJb^ ofjde- 
fnocratic liccntioufnefe- 

» ^ 

is all this to be rifked ? Are we, living under 
the belt conftitution that wifdom or accident ha? 
yet conferred upon man; in Qne of the fineft 
illandsr' and in a ftate, but the other day of the 
moft rapid profperity ; are we to rifk all this ? 
And for what ? In order to give a liberty to the 
lower catholics ; and which if they had, their bell 
friends tell you, they would only exercjf^ as flaves 
te their landlords. Infanity ! 
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See then the chain. Give the catholics the 40s. 
Sranchife and tLey will be the majority pf dedbrs^ 
being the majority of eledlori, they will return the 
majority of the houfe of commons : th€ majority 
of the houf(? of comn^oXiS fo returned tdfl have 
the controul oyer tfcc fuppHes, and th^ controiirl 
over the fupplies will give them the controul over 
every thing. Could any demonftrative feries bfe 
more certain and confecutive than this ? Who 
is there that can deny a propofition of it ? - Bm 
to go on ; fuppofe that having thus g6t a majo- 
rity of the hou(e of commons, they fli'ould chule 
to haye an afcendency in their tufn, what dould 
you do I &uppofe they Hopped the fupplies' untii 
they modelled the army, or modelled the peerage, 
what could you do ? Suppofe they proceeded to 
a<Ss of intollerance againft you, ^ you did 
againft thetq, following your o\vn example ; what 
could you do J Are proteflEaiits willing to fubmtt 
to ^11^ this ? . Are the diflenters willing to fbbmit 
to' it? Is this the improvement in the conllitu- ' 
tion, which they have been firuggling for ? It 
is not to put themfelves up, bitt to put the catho- 
lics iip, and themfelves down for ^ ever ? The dif- 
festers I always refpefted as a moft wife people* 
i fear, f^me mill ftand^ before them at this inftanty 
and that they do not fee their way ; I trtaft, ho^* 
/ever, that you will fee your way, ind the gulplx 
that is prepared for you- 

Again it is afked, "will the catholic^ b^con- 
•* tent with a limited franchife ?" put I fay it'fe 
not what .will content them, but "vvhat <)ught to 
€cmtent them, ttat we ought to confider. « 1 am 
willing to give them every thing, except what 
will terminate in our own dellrudlion. In fome 
things I would r.^ther go even further than the. 
bill; 'though in the fra-nchife I would not go S>. 
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far.— ^'TEis miafortuiie is, that the right hon. gen- 
tleman, who has negociated it, does not under-^ 
ftand the internal ^ate of the country, and id 
ignorant of its interefts. In England fuch a 11** 
berty of franchife might /be of little confequcncej 
not merely from the paucity of catholics ther^^ 
but from the nature of tenures* 

The right hon. gentleman knows that in Ettg* 
land (for I fuppofe him not to be fo much tih^ 
acquainted with that country) that there, I fay^ 
the lands are moftly Idt from year to year — orfoif 
feven years— or fomeiimes fourteen yeai*s, x>t 
fometimes and more rarely, for twenty-one years, 
but that leafes for lives are feldom granted. doA- 
fequently the rabble of the people there cannot 
obtain freehold property— ^Nay a great majority 
of the middle clafles cannot obtain it. I have 
heard it ftated by a very accurate and well in- 
formed man, that the number of county eledors 
in England was but 100,000 I know not whe* 
ther this be the faft, but certainly the number 
is but very fmalL 

» 

Here the tenures are quite different; altnoft 
all the lands of the country are let 'for lives ; fb 
that almoft every peafant, has a freehold tenure, 
and if not difqualified by religion, has a vote^^ 
See then the effe6l of this upon the prefent quef- 
tion; all the catholic peafantry will be admitted 
to vote. What, a rabble will this let into the con- 
ilitution ! I am not objefting to them now as 
catholics* If they were proteftants I would never 
vote for an infulion into the cpnftitutlon of fuch 
a multitudinous rabble. If they were all protef- 
tants, I fay, for fifty generations back, I would not, 
coafent to the overwhelming of the conftitution 
by fuch a torrent* In fome counties where there 

are 
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fire but 2,000 ele6lors now, you will, if this bilj 
pafles, have 10,000; in others 20,000, jln others 
30,000, and 1 am well informed in the coimtjr of 
Cork alone you will bavie 5o,oop : that is, half 
what I have ftatcd the whole elgftive body to 
be of all the coui}tie§ in England- ^ ' !- 

What will be the torifeqiijence of this \ B'^t that 
your county ekftions will- be carped by the vileft 
corruption^ by* force, by riot, hj blpodihed ; an4 
that, not merit, but naoney, and outrage will 
pominate the caadidgte ? — Do you think you wiljl 
meliorate the conftitution by admitting into it 
fuch a cdpicbs adulteration. of rabble as this? I 
do no't d^m you now to (oniider them as difierin{e 
from you in religion, ^ \)ut i^<;rely tjieiy poverty j» 
their numberi^, theij: ignorance, t|ieir barbarous 
ignorance, 'many of them ^ot being able to fpeak. 
Ifven'oiir language, and th^n thin|c, whether gi?' 
ving" them this franchife will be an impjovementt 
in the conftitution ; or whether it \yill not be 
a moft pernicious vitiation of it ? The county 
fcprefcntation is now i-eckoaed t^e found part of 
the conftitution ; but w];iere will be its ibundnefs 
with tiich a conlUtu^cy ? I rppeat it again ; put 
jleligion ^r in inftant out of your conlwieration ; 
fuppofe them all proteftants, and yet Ihould luctk 
a multitude be inyefted with fuch a power? 1 
have often h^ard the ferviUty and vfsnality of 40s. 
freeholders cpmplaiped of J that they were in ge- 
neral driven to dedions by their landlords, or 
feduced againlt them by bribes. Still however 
being confined to prot^ftant? |heir number was , 
too few to \>Q formidable, and they gave a certain 
portion of popularity tq ou^ eledion?, not per- 
haps without its adyafttage;^ ftUl however the 
were much bbjefted to. But what will be the ftate 
pf things now, when in three provinces, ihc^ 
number of thefe voters will be cncrcafed five 05 
•' ' '^A^' ' fij 
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fix fold without any proportional acceffion of free n 
.holders of property to countervail them. 

Now I fay the inferior catholics will be content 
without this, • if they are not inllig^ed by the 
fupcriot ones, and even if they were difcontented, 
they could be eafily kept down. Have they not 
l)een kept cjown bitherLO? I» afhy gentlemen in 
the ' counties, where they are the mod nume- 
rous, afraid of them ? No. Have not the juries 
and the public nieetings in thofe counties entered 
into refolutions, but the oiherday, agaiuft giving 
the catholics any franchife ? And. do you think 
they would do fd, if they thought it would be 
8an$:erous to withhold it? Or who caa be fo 
good judges whether it would be dangerous or no ? 
If then in the opinion of thofe men, it vjould not 
be dangerous to withhpld from them all. franchife, 
fti rely" there can be no danger in with-holding , 
from them fonie franchife, and that too from^ 
their very loweft orders ? 

The catholics may be confidered as divded intQ 
three clafles : The fi rft, who afpire to feats ia 
parliament. — ^The fecond, who are of the middle 
clafs of 2ol. a year freehold property jmd up- 
wards. And the lower clafs of whom 1 have 
been fpeaking. 

As to the" middle clafs, fo far from coiifidering. 
it as an oSenfive limitation to them, to withhold 
franchife from the lower orders, I am of opinion, 
that moft of theto would be better pleafedit fhou^d 
be fo withheld. - Every information I have been 
^ble to procure from thofe counties, where they 
moft abound, confirms me in this fentiment. 
But further, I know it is the nature of man to. 
love diftindion and pre-eminence. I feldom 
knew a proteftant lol. freeholder who did not wifli 
that proteltant 40s. freeholders fhould not vote, 
gnd for the faime reafon | am perfuaded the mid-. 

die 
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die catholics will be better pleafed, that the infe* 
rior ones Ihould not have votes- 

Again, the firft clafs of catholics might be as 
much, .or more gratified, by being rendered eli* 
ble to parliament ; and what danger Ihould we 
run from this ?— None if you keep the main part 
of the conftituency proteltant ; for no number 
of any confequence will then be able K) avail 
themfelves of this liberty- And I am fur^ it 
would be a much more gratifying favour to the ca^' 
tholics, and more liberal on your p^rt ; why not 
do fa then ? Is it a falfe and narrow pride? Fot 
my part I feel no fuch fentiment towards the ca- 
tholics. I ftiduld not be forry to fee a refpeilable 
catholic fitting here on my right hand, and ano-» 
ther on my left, provided that by keeping the 
ftrength of the conftituency proteltant, we did 
not endanger ourfelves, by the admiflion of too 
many of them : ' a catholic houfe of commons 
will nev^r fpring out of a proteftant root. But 
if the root be catholic, no man can be fure 
how long the ftem and branches will continue 
proteftant* 

What will follow next, from this unlimited 
franchife? *A parliamentary reform; a moft 
extenfive and probably a moft levelling parlia- 
mentary reform. For make the catholics thn 
great majority of the cledtors of the kingdom^ 
and do you think, that they^ would befatisfiedat 
the boroughs Remaining as they are in the poflfef* 
fion of prot eft ants ? No. But the very day af>- 
ter you grant them thefe privileges, they will be 
ripe for joining with the North in the demand 
for a reform. 

Has the right hon. gentleman faid,,that they 
win be fatisfied with what !he has now propoled ? 
Have they made any fuch declaration to him?' 
No; or if they did, how far would thisi be bind- 

A a 2 ing ? 
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ing ? "It niight be binding upon the few indivi- 
duals that made it,.but not ujjonttc great body o^ 
the catholics.. Thofe individuals if ihey perfe- 
Y«red, would be foon difclaimed hy the catholics, 
iis lord Kcnroare and his friends wxre, who were 
for refting fatisfied with what was done in the 
laft feffion. 

What is the language in iht Nolrtfi? '^ .Let us 
*^ give the catholics franchife, that tliey may join 
** with us in obtaining reform." They know that 
the catholics are hot fuch fools afe not to join, and 
Obtain it, if they can, when by obtaining it, they 
alfo obtain th^ nomination of three-fourths, of th<^ 
fncmbers of the houfe of commons^ tfia't is^ the)^ 
obtain every thing. I fey then, they will join iui 
obtaining the i^eform; but what kind 6f reform i 
Certainly the moft levelling ; for being greatly 
fuperior in numbers, and greatly inferior in pro- 
perty; (not having above one fiftieth of the pro- 
pyl ty of the kingdom,) they will find it their in- 
tereft to fuppoiit that reform, which will give mol! 
uvcight to numbers, pot to property, that is^ the 
jTcform, w^hich will be moft democratic atid level- 
ling. And then I aflc, if they thus , unite, cai 
you refift them ?, If you fear them, before they 
get the powers in this bill, fhall you not hav6 
more reafon to. fear them afterwards? 

If the Englilh miniftef ^t . this crflis fears th6' 
Catholics alone, do ypu think he fliould not fear 
the catholic^, and dmenters, and the greater paA 
of the prptefta6ts of the <!roui;itry all united? And 
will not this , reform be the bond, of their union?' 
No man is fo. weak as to think, tha^ it was libera- 
lity in the Englilh miniftcr, \thich made him 
«cCede to th'efe conceflions .to the catholics, and 
ji-fk the monftrous experiment of admitting threo 
niiUions of people into the heart of the confli- 
tuiion, who had hitheno been excluded from it. 
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Wbat' follows ? That if fear has made hiinr 
concede fo much to the cathojics alone, what muft 
he not concede to the catholics and diflenteri, 
toiled, togethef with mpch the greater part of 
the proteltants. Therefore this extchfive fran- 
chife, inftead of making the catholics contented, 
and preventing them from uniting with the diflen- 
ters, is the very meafure which will force the 
\mion, becaufe it is the veiy meafure which will 
make it the intereft of the catholics to prefs for' 
a reform, knd how few here do liot know how 
intereft over-rules the Jtfiions of men,?, 

Some I know will. objeA to what t have been 
ftatingy and fay, that I am ihewiug to the catholics 
what they may do, and how they may do it. Bui; 
do you believe the catholics to be fuch weak ahrf 
iimple men, as that they cannot difcovef their, 
own ftrength and their own^interefts without iiiy 
inftrudion ? Has the right hon. member' fouAd 
them fo in his negociation, or has te^nojt fouud 
them the very reverie? But I fay^ . I will not fit 
filent here, when it is propofed to you, and pf^o- 
pofed by a perfon in that ftatioa which has al- 
ways fo much influence upon you, to cto an aft, 
which will fooB depofe ybu from your pre-emi- 
nence; and put you down fqr everj and whetf 
you too fieem to be deliberating under the tran- 
fitory influences of office, and ftation, and feaf— 
bafe fear, whether or no you will do it. 

In Ihort, there never was a nieafuie pretending 
to be a grj^at one, more narrowly conceived than 
t'ht prefent bill : It courts the catholic rabble, 
and infults the catholic gentry. It gives power 
to thofe who ar^ ignorant, and therefore dange- 
fous, and MviihhoMs it from thofe who, are en- 
lightened, and therefore fafe. It. gives equal 
pow^rs^with the proteftants to the lower clafs of 

catholic^,, who arc the moft numerous, and 

tlier^by 
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thereby gives them a fupcrioritjr :. and it does not 
give equal pdwers to the upper clafs, who are left 
numerous than yoti, and who could therefoitr 
have had no fuperiority ^ that is» k does the very^ 
reverfe of what it ought to do. 

The next m^afurc I wcmld recommmd is thd 
incorporation of thd catholic franchife -roth par^ 
liamentary reform. The eledive franchife is the 
great objeA of the catholics, for though they de- 
fire other things, they fa^, without this they ares 
not freemen but flaves. Eftceming it then fo^ 
this muft be the paramount confideration with 
them, and in coihparifon^ of which, every thing 
elfe they defire muft bie as^nothing. I there con- 
fine myfelf at prefent to the confidefation of thisi 
I fay then, I would have the catholic franchife 
included in the bill for parliamentary reform. 
Etxtenfipn of franchife is properly a fubjeft of fuch 
reform* The other Catholic meafures I think 
ftiould be the fiibjiedl of a feparate billv . : 

No)A( 1 afk, what Is the obje^lioir againft uniting 
thefe meafures, for the catholic franchife being a 
meafure of reprcfentation, and the refofrm being 
A meafure of reprefcntaiion the union of them is 
obvious? What then is the objcdibn to, uniting 
I hem ? Now, there are but two objeftions, one 
thlt it might rifk the catholic queftion— -the other 
that it would delay it. Now as to the obje£tion 
on account of delay— I fee tio fenfe in this- If 
we were on the eve of a general eleftioli, there 
would be fome reafoii for expedition, and the 
catholics might be anxious to get a power, which 
they were immediately to exercife-i-but there is 
no general ekftion peAdeut- As the catholics 
theti could have no opportunity for the immediate 
cxercifc of the Iranchili^, if it were granted then"), 
what reafon can there be for precipitancy ? Or is 
it tUe rifk you fear, lea ft the. reform beiug aflbciatr 

ed 



^d* withia' the catholic queftion, fliould fink both ? 
.Nqw what is it. I aik has enfured the meafure 
jof the cathpUcs ?. Is it -not thecrifis ? And why ? 
^Becanfe 14 this time, of popular fermentation the 
:|ninifterj deemed it ^ wife to conciliate fo great a 
.body of thje people. WhatfQllows? That if he ' 
deemed it pjr-udent at this time to conciliate a part 
joi th(^ people, he will deem it the height of im- 
.pnidence, to irritate the whole of the people. And 
will he not do fo, if wc unite thefe meafures, an4 
iie fhould advife th^ crown to rejeft them ? Unite 
then the nation, 1 fay, by uniting thefe meafures, 
»and proceed boldly and fearlefsly like men in the 
.great caufe of a great , and united people. 
; But fever, thefe meafures, and what is the con- 
fequence ? The minifter will think that he has 
gratified . fo great a part of the people by the 
cattoiic meafure, that he may venture to controul 
.the reft:: and under this delufion he may cruih 
the reform. And what a multitude of mifchiefs 
the rejection of the reform * would produce, after 
.public expedlation has b^en fo much excited upoA 
it, it is for you tp confider. Or if you fay " that 
the catholics having got franchife would join in 
Calling for reform;^" true ; but what would the 
minifter think ? that the catholics, having obtain- 
.^d fo much,, would abate much in their fei^vour ; 
and he would hope, after he had drawn off by the 
.catholic bill fo great a portion of popular difcon- 
tent, that he, might venture for a while to leave the 
.yeft-to ferment, refolving however at his leifure, 
to put a heavy curb, on your future, exertions. 

Whether the catholics would objeft to the uni- 
pn of thefe meafures, left it fhould endanger their 
•pnfranchifement, I know not. But upon what 
•principle is it I aflc^ that they expeft this en- 
• franchifement ? Is it not tha,t old prejudices have 
ffafcd; and thfit we are but one people united toge^ 

the;^; 
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ther, with but onfe iatereft animating the whole I 
Can they then hefitate, if they are lihcere to com- 
bine their fate with purs ? Are we to give thena 
everything, and will they jrilk for us nothing? 
1 -entertain ho fuch fifentimeht of them, I cannot 
believe of th^m anything fo felfilh and unworthy. 
Their advocates fay, let them get franchife, antl 
they will afterwards co-operate with the pro- 
teftants, in obtahiing reform. Admit they will, ' 
but why Ihould our caufe be the lacquey walking 
after theirs, or why Ihould they not go arm in 
arm together ? I do not afk precedence for the 
proteftant or the diflenter, neither do I wifh to 
give precedence to the catl^olic before them both. 
The catholics have been aflifled on this occaiion 
by many proteftants and roariydiflenters,^ wift 
then the catholics ncgledling their proteftant and 
diflenting auxiliaries, infift on a feparate treaty 
for themfelves, ' at this critical junAure? Biit to 
whom am I addrefling myfelf ? Not to a catholic 
but a proteftant houfe of pommoi^s, and therefore 
though it might be a prudeiit though not a gene- 
rous policy in the catholics' tfl prefer the cauffe 
of the proreftants to theiri, yet I truft ttey will 
not fubmit to do fo. See now what you gain by 
one combination of thefe meafiires. Should k 
minifter fay, let us divide the people of Ireland, 
llet us grktif^r a part and difappoint a part, hf 
uniting the mc^furds you cicfeat this ruinous policy. 
You force him ' either to rejcft all, which he dare 
not, or to admit all, and thus all parties fucceed. 
You join the reform with a meafure already re- 
commeded from the throne, and thereby obtain 
for it a paflport at the throng. Ton 'conciliate the 
miads of many proteftants to the catholic franchife 
by thus embodying it with an a6l in favour of their 
own freedom ; and you at once excite the whole 
people of Ireland from its fhores to its center in 

& univerfal demand for^this great charter of pub- 
lie lib.;:rry. I ^q^i^ 
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i ^dolfd tSiigfefdfe b^gin, b^ gmnig bat' a Umifea 
ffMM&_i6.M ciffioliidsj afld.by .makfng" biita 
l^t^^ifate ^efbrnf j^^^iid t would lifliite fhefe meafure^. 
A fu'^dieA coih'rtiuriicaVibn of power to a.grreat body 
Of people IS never wife. Changes m an ancient con- 
ffitirtidn outfit to be gradual. The example of 
Ff anc^. Ihdiitd be an Swful aclmoiittidri to us. te t 
us at this anomalous era fecure a§ much benefit for 
Qur country as we can, but let us encounter as little 
dairg^Y. if a ctou'd fraught With lightnings is mpy- ^ 
ii^ dv^if 6uf ^ heads, what ought we to do ? We 
diU'^i t<4' draW ptf fil^nty arfd imperceptibly iif we 
can; ^iid not' ekcite a' fudden expldfidh; 

Ag*dih,*^^y uniting fhele^meifures let no mail thirifc 
tlijft i1 is\my\defign thereby fa defeat catKoIicfraii- 
i^iilL—thpte wno^now me, kiioW that I amltnca- 
pil^le of combating any m^afure iii aii inlididus an^ 
fliiifSef wgy ; whatever I oppbfe Ihavd always, and 
"jnit dway sV of)pore openty, * I fear iio man or body 
di inQti. Whatever 1 tifiiik can be fafely granted 

whatever I thirik 
and I will 

fey fo. If the inlberaf reprobation of that body of 
meb,^ towards wliom my heiart has never' cherifhei 
ali* iniberaf fentinient, was to folfow, I fhould regret 
Jf,' yet Hiouid 1 fpeald, and* I would atl iii the nlari- 
lirf.r thought righL <f I did not, I fhould not 
think niyfelt w6rt%^ fit arhong yoU' : I am fatis- 
fied that yotf would defpife me ; that the catholics 
Oiight at leafl to defpife me ; and what would be 
worfe," afid'to rrij mind infuppof table, I fhould 
defpife myfelf. But I fear not the cenfure of the 
catnoiics'. - 

vety rpfpeftable and c^iidid nian aniong them, 
af learf wheii tlie fever of the preffciit inftant is ^ 

B^ paft. 
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paft,. will refpeO: me for fpeaking my fentiments 
boldly, and as for thofe tVho are not refpediabli? ^aad 
candid, I am not anxious about their efteenif 
Truth and reafon are my only guides, aiid I would 
not fwerve from thefe, though the wealth of the 
two hemifpheres was to reward me for voting oii 
one fide, and death awaited me at your ' threlbold 
for voting oil the other. 

The resifon I (hould combine thefe meafures is 
hot CO defeat cstttiolic franchife, but to fecure par^ 
liamentary reform. Siippofe the reform {hould 
pafs this houfe, are jon in no danger of lofing it 
after? Have you never loft a meafure after it 
had paffed this houfe ? What became of the pen- 
fion-bill ? Did it not pafs here, and yet did it 
ever pafs into a law i What became of the barren* 
land bill? What became of the mutiny bill? 
The' mutiny bill was paiTed as a kind of char« 
ler for your freedom, and- was it hot convert- 
ed into the very reverfe ? There is liow no fucfi 
power in England' as altering your bills, but there 
is of fupprefling bills. Witnefs the cordage bill; 
did it not pafs both our houfes, yet Who has 
ever heard of it fince? If the Reform paffe's this 
houfe, can you be fiire that it will pafs the other 
houfe ? Or if it does, can you be fure that it will 
hot expire on the fteps of the^ throne ? That it 
will hot be trodden under foot by a dark ahd clan* 
deftine negative ; (one of the anomalies of our cpn- 
Ritution) ; though no viceroy might be prevailed 
upon to give it a negative publicly and openly. 

The heart of the catholics is hbw irl the franchife, 
I would therefore put it into the body of the reform ; 
and make the minifter feel how it palpitated for fuc- 
^-efs, that he might tiemble at its fruftration. My 
heart is in the meafure too, and if eVery impulfe of 
^ * my 
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|ny reafon |did npt tell me it was wife, I fliould not 

grefs it upon you. Credulity has always been the 
ane of Ireland. Generous • and fanzine, we take, 
the firft glimpfe of fuccefs fpr the fober light of cer^ 
taiijity. A refgrm is no fooner nanjed, than every 
eye fees it enrolled. But if the friends of it are fan; 
guine, the fi3es of it are cold and machinating, and 
you may be baffled at the very inftant, that you arq, 
rapt in vifions otfucgefs. J therefore e^^hort yoy, to 
ne^ledl no human m^aos of ftreijgth^ning it, move it 
dilcreetly but rapidly iFOTW2|,rd. Put catholic franchife 
lAto its bofgm ; and let it move on to the lords and 
to the throne, followed by the vptive acclamations of 
the whok people. 

^on. i5. tlrpwne. — I do not rife to anfwer thi? 
multiplicity of matter the hon.. member has, on the 
catholic bi^ ftated to the houfe. The whole. Sir, is 
V|ery finely confpfed, and yery alarming, and really 
above my r'ecolleftion qir powers of ai^fw^ring : but I 

* iliall make a ftiort obfervation on the only part of 
it that interefts me, the evils witli which the hpo. 
ipember ha^ threj^tened parliaiuent, if they Aall, 
Ijurfuarit to fhe bill of tl^e miiiifter, grant an unli^ 
mited franchife to the catholics, and fortunately there 

' was an experience in the country that would be the 
teft reply to him. In the reign of JElizabeth, and 
afterwards of Charley 2d, when the catholic^ had 
both the property and power of the kingdom -, were 
ejeftors apd m'embprs of ypyr pa^iament j fevere 
penal laws paffed againft' them, iytch was the afcen-, 
dancy of proteftant. government, and conne&ion 
with a proteftani country. Jn the reign of Wil-- 
liam, when they Veje meqibers of parliament, and 
electors of parliament, they were by laws difarqie4 
apd deprived of ipany rights. In the reign qf Anne, .. 
by afts of the 2d and 8th of that reign, a parlia- . 
njent eledted Ir^ Roman catholics, p^fiRd'' a code 
pf laws, profcribing abfolutely the whole catholic 

^ B b 2 psopi^ 
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^ ... 

people. P^enalties that I do not ijow recolleft were 
ebrtfirmed by^ ads of parliament: of George '*lhe W^l 
al(6 elei^ed by 'Roman catholics. Anq laftly, Wii 
very root of property that is to produce a iteai fp 
make US all papifts, m the reign of George the 2a, 
pro^uded a ftem of reprefentation that deftroyed tlie 
foot itlelf. . . 



"'^By an ^ of the firft of George the 2d, the power 
of yqtiiigat ele&ons was taken nom catholics, Wliffiii 
rihmk\s'fom'eproof t^^^^ it had not at^leaft power 
^relCerye' itfelf. I trufl: thofe fedts' will Be foi^ie Bml 
praiieyia;tion of the fion. nieniber's fears on tjie fd^^ 
je6t' of the bill paffing into ?t law. ^jE^very penal law. 
tliat Jias been cnafted againft catliolica was' li^ffe,d by 
parliaments elefted by catholics.- Prdperjty anH po\)vjer, 
let ine aflure tlie hon. rnember, has,* and eyer'WQuld 
nave matenal controulmg power. 

' Major poyie.^ fti^* defer debating the bill until 
the " projjeir ftage * For difcuffing its rneri ts -, ' buJi I 
merely rife to " g^ve notice^ that as 'J tiling ?i f?| 
iHbrt of what Was due to the acknowledged Iwalty 
of the' catholics, J intend tp introduce ^ ckufe or 
claufes, which fhall tend inore fulty/tP gratify tKe 
wiflaes'of that body, and at the lame tirtte obyiab 
the fears or ftippofed fears of thofe, who Yrorn iK- 
foiinded apprehenfi6n? are adyerfe to their emahcipa- , 
tiori. I call upon the rigbt hion. fecretary^ for the 
fake of his charader as a public man, \6 - reiift tjie 
advice of the hon. baronet, 'that of implicating the 
catholic queftion with tfiat of'reforrn', as tl^6 one 
niuft neceffariJy injure materially the ot]ier. 

I hope. Sir, the hon. member was not founded in 
fuppofing the catholics owed the prefei>t favqijrabfe 
fentiments towards thiem, merely to' the CR is isl Unci 
not to their peaceable and loyal conduft ; but it it were 
fo, the linking thejm to the refoirm liiiiift pifoye ruinous 
to their caufe, fpr it was known (hat S ieijgtfe of* time 
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mjiftnec^pijrilybptakjpQ ^p qji the fubjetQ: .of reform^ 
from the vaiiety of opinions 're jative to (:hat queftion, 
befwc' vifhioh Jhp nifis oii^hich their caufe is laid to 
dejKJnd, ,\yi]l prqhaWy Jxaye .palfed pyer. Combiniag 
their caufe yvith th^t qf reform, wiU aifo. Sir, have 
thg effefl:, qf yijitibg ^piongft their cToim, gll who 
^ere adyerft tp p?urli&i,eiiUry reform. As to.the ob- 
jeft^on, if jth^ey hjid got ^He $:ancbife they would vote 
ipjt thofc jv^o .t^ariQi^Ued thei^ri ; t ^Junk tlicy jwquld 
Be very extr^pfdjiiury njen indeed, jif tjipy did AOt 
pjrefpr J:h(}fe ^ho vf^vp jtjieir fiirnds |tQ jthofe wh9m 
they conceived jbpiliie io their ^vlj(hQs. * It ' hgd bc^n 
laid, fli'^t: 5^|t .cl^ules ^iU left Jn the bill, ap^eratiyc 
againft t%m,' W]^d be fo jrnaay, indwcejpeats to them 
tp uijdte'afi^ijlt t^ pjrotpil^nts to get rid of tliem : 
if jfiis He ^'}i .i$ 2u^ a^c^itiqnal realon for j^peing fo 
my idea, pf noi leaving one oflTenfiyexkuTe a^^ 
them m the bill^ 

' I Ihall defer offering fpecificclaufes until the proper 
ffc^ge of the bi^I ; hut t^ey go to do, a?iv^y fuch o^hs 
a^ at prefejat ftopd in th.e v^Jiy pf the cathoUc bejii)g on 
a^ fpc^til^ of perfea eguajlity with jtheh" pr^l^^P*^ 
b;eth|r^y ^J^^ ftibftitu):iag an pgth for the tecijrity 
ojFthjs 'foffcffpn pf pjoperiy d^riypd un^er the ]gi(ft of 
fejttl^jjjient. Thjs J do iio,t do frpra thini^ing )[t this 
leaft lieceflary, but that "no argument'pf danger, eyep 
the n^oft'childifh, (hpuld remain againft their total 
^niancip^tion/ 

^,r: Ma^zveli—:^}Xj Id^fife to kno^sr whether the 
Roman cithpUc buQn^fsi§ to be hurrifci thxp4^ thp 
houfe before the aflizes ? or whether a reafonable time 
wijl te allowed to gentkjrnen who ftill retain fome 
r^^ro to ithe^^^ to cqpfider a bjifinefs 

ofmch great magnitude, and to cpnfult their cbnUir 
tijents pn it ? , 

y^x. ^e.(;r'etary fi&^<?r/.— I fnaft, Sir, no man will 
fupppre that IcQuid be fo indecent as to fay that the 

bujuneis 
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bufinefs (hould be hurried, but I hope it will be con- 
cluded before the aflizes. 

Right hon. Mr. Ogle. — :I hope the right hon. gen-^ 
man will not infill upon Friday for the fecond reading 
of tlie bill. I entreat that he will refledt upon the 
importance of the fubjefk. Surely no qvfeftion of this 
magnitude was ever fo hurried through an houfe of 
parliament; ^tis this day re^ a f^rft time, in t./o 
days it will appear in print, and then in two days 
more ^ye are to read it for the fecond time. 

Would it not be decent, would it not be refpedlfiil 
to the proteftants of Ireland, who fent i^s here, who 
ehtrufted their rights and liberties in our hands, to 
confult them upon what we are about to do ? Will 
gentlemen recolleft that they ^re but the truftees of 
the proteftants of Ireland — :that this is a bold meafiire 
indeed, and a meafure which I do not tliink theni 
warranted to take without the confent of theit confti-^' 
tuents. 

Sir Hercules Langnjie.—K the parliament of king 
William, if the parliament of queen Anne had a 
right to deprive the Roman catholics of their fran- 
chifes, we furely have a right to fay, " return to the 
enjoyment of your inheritance, to the pofleflion of 
your franchife,** by whatever righ^ they can deprive, 
by the fame right we can reftore. 

Mr. y. Claudius Beres/ord.—l defire that the right ' 
hon. gentleman will explain himfelf. He fays we' 
have a right *to fay— r-" return to your inheritance.'* . 
Does he meap by this inheritance, the forfeited ef- 
tates ? 

Sir Hercules Langriffie.-^vcy the hon. meniber en- 
tirely miftakes me ; I meant only political rights and 
franchife — ^no efts^tes. 

Doftor Brozvne. — -Sir, not only lawyers, but what ' 
is of much more importance^ country gentlemen, will 
be obliged to leave town to attend on the aflizes, and 

therefor?' 
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therefore the bill ou^ht to be poftppncd. I mijft 
complain of the low trick admittedl to be pradtifed oa 
us, in that the managers of the bill had delayed it to 
the eve of the affizes, and juft at the time it w^s i^i^ 
poflible for gentlemen to attend to it, they arc anxious 
to hurry it through the houfe. 

Po6kor Vuigenan.-'-^The right hon. baronet cer* 
tainly did ufe . the word inheritance^ which he after* 
wards applied to political rights : He feems to think 
^at thofe rights, thou^ the exercife of them had 
Been fufpended for fifty years, may ftill be confidered 
as an inheritance ; but he fcouts the idea of receiving 
any claim to eftates that have been forfeited above an 
l^undred years. \ will tell the right hon. baronet,, that 
the fame authority which declared their eftates for- 
feited, did alfo depitve the Roman catholics of poli^: 
tical power, and he might as well, call the forfeited 
eftates their inheritance, as call the eledive franchife: 
by that name. 

I affure the right hon. baronet, they will think 
length of pofTeflion no bar to their claims — they did. 
not think it any in the reign of James ll.-i-What 
was the firft ad of his popilli' parliament that met in 
IXiblin ? It was an '^ of refumption of all the ef- 
tates forfeited by papifts in the rebellion of 1641 ; 
and if they then reaiTumed their eftates, I cannot 
fee why they may not do the fame again whenever 
the parliament (hall be fufficiently popilh. I there- 
fore think the obfervation oj the hoti. jndmber (Mr. 
Claud. Beresford) very ftrong and very feaionably 
-made. * ^ \**5 

I think it is a very odd and a very indecent ma- 
nahoeuvre to prefs this bufinefs forward thus on the 
eve of the affizes, , without allowing time to expofe 
its pernicious tendency. Sir, the houfe, inftead of 
two days Ihould have at leaft a fortnight to confider 

this 



tJiis bufinefi, toprcciptate it, fe to treat thi pr6?d?- 
tants with the iitmoft c6ntetnpt. 

Right Hon. Mr. Hdart.^Wftttt t fiiA mttdafuced 
the.fabjeft oF the KH; Sir, T My exjAained its fcop^ 
ahd intcirf i6fi. Of this thp hbufe arid the ik\A6k 
were perfedtly apprized. 'J He a^gumerA; theri^fpfer, 
that I defire to precipitate the meaftirfc, anrf ,that 
further fime ffioufd be^^^ corifldet it, muft M 
to the ^oiihd when thele circunfiftaiices wiefe recbl- 

' Right hoii. y. Cap.-^ii h^ Siti' titrcmi^ l^I™!^ 
to charge the right h6rv. ^en^teiten with incfeceircy or 




feemtd to^ think hW tardy : btt^ Titriir it was brbd^ 
forward,' he is reproafchea with indecent pfecipitahcij/, 
Sui-e^ thcre^ hev^r was a* rriah in hfe ftation that Im 
defetved filch a qenftrre, libver oht .Whcr cbhdiSfted 
himfelf with fuch perfeft ref£>e6t and poljteiiefs to*- 
Watds that hottfe anld; itsr iriffividtial members; . 

^tEgan.-^ir, I am' prTuaddtf that th^; Rip^ 
cathoKcs, hbwiVer a'nxi6tis t^^y pijght be Mtiit Mk 
of the blip, viroiM yet not' \^ t6 I'eceiye a: bbbS 
whfch feemerf to be thr offspiirig of precipitancy/ or 
the littld rrieafure of part^,; nbr fuffir thenifelVeV' ti 
be betrayed ihto a refraiSiofy irmSience*. Thdi^ 
wefe now fully aware of t!he diipbfipoii 6f th^ hbufe'^ 
and of his majeffy V mihiflmj- lioi: fhbuW^feit' emkh^^ 
cipat^yHfeveh be poftpoherf, r ath* dertaiii their Ipy^Jtyl 
tht^|jprudence, or their patience were hot to Be flikken 
by me Mm^ I hope, however, that goverittneht 
are reallyjSibus iii the 6bje6fe of tlit biB, aiid' diat 
the rhealifre of poftponitig the' cornmittal of it was 
not a trick to thrb^Ai^the idVocates of the; bili oflPthgit 
guard and leadtheni to dilknt parts o^ the country. 

The queflion w^s* at length put diat the bilf b^ 
read afecondtime on Friday next, and carried with- 
out a divifion. 

Friday 



>r 



' 



1 



Feb. 22. 



COM^JtlJ 




Friday y Feb. 2%. if' 

The order of the day for the fecotid reading of the 
Roman catholic bill being called for, 

Mr. George KnqXy rofe to fub^iit a motion to the 
Houfe, in order to try whether this bill was confi- v 
dered by them as perfeftly meeting the gracious wifh 
of his majefty in his fpeech from the'throne, a wifti 
that meafures might be adopted which would gratify 
his j^oman catholic fubjefts, and he \vould himfelf 
)t merely gratify, but Citisfy them in the foUcft 
e^^lt ; and- here he begge'd leave to cenfure thofe 
perfons who had attributed to the introducers of re- 
foim and other popular meafures^ a difpofition and i 

ifitention to excite that flame which this bill endea- 
voured to allay ; for he ^o attributed evil motives 
where good intentions might be from circumftancea 
prefumed, muft fpeak either in ignorance or malice i 
it was not the genuine fpirit of human nature to 
afcribe the aftions of virtue to the motives of vice. 
He recoUefted the proceedings of the laft feflion of 
parliaiAent— •but that recolleftion ' only proved to 
him, that ^ public bodyjdll. never aft as aii indivi- 
dual ; that to refift was o^ to encourage them, and 
to refufe ferved merely to demand. In this feffioft^ 
he wiftied to fliew to catholics, that the houfe met> 
not to difcufs their claims but their interefts— under 
no apprehenfion but that of erring, under no fear but 
of being unjuft, until the catholics were permane4|f 
fatisfied, the conftitution would not be fatisfied 
their claims were the claims of the conflit;^Ji|ft||A It 
was faid the catholics did not require more tSS^the 
bill offered them, arid therefore they fhould oBtaia 
Ho more. Was this reafqning for ^n Irilh parlia- 
ment ? Was it not more fit for a French convention ? 
Shall their demands be the defitiitive meafure of coU;;: 
ceffion, and their moderation the gauge of the libe- 
rality of parliament ? He trufted that he would hear 

C c oo 
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no fuch fentlment in that houfe^ and he was (ure it 
would not be feiind out of the houf?, Cive upon the 
banners of fedition, or as the watch-words of rebel-* 
lion. . , 

That Ronu^n cathcJacs (hould .fi^y fl^ee^ .^ 
their emancipation had long fincebeen decipea wb^n. 
the houfe had ^pwe^^etn naeans dL a^tiinhg prq-, 
perhr ; it lyas impoflible to Unagme that men Jhould 
po^fs property without coroplete liberty ;. and what 
reafonwas thpre to delay, that lilDerty ?,T-^The s^fery 
laws had their origin in the weakhels of the cotiBi&y %. . 
the ftrength of Ireland^.had overgrown . thera ; the 
proteftants were heretofore bxit a coloriy,^ and ^coufefc. 
npt exerdife domihion withq^it buying the proteftipnt 
of Er^Jand j the price of tfcait jSf ote6:ion bad been 
thilir own liberty— whUft for the lands the prote^nta 
poffeffed, there were ilill, liviing the former pofleflfor§^ 
whilftprotefta^t, and catholic knew each other only 
as enejnies*^-=^thefe laws were not only pajrdoniable bxit 
tieceffary ; but the bitternefs of animofity had, gra- 
dually declined— r^ the proteftarjt jptrri£bi\ .walked 
dbroad and cpnverfed with the Iriih n^tipn-r-they 
became friendly aj:^dunitedBifc-theprote§2^j^t felt that ft 
hierely barnn hiAeruance in an icgipov^riihed country 
was npt an otged: of ambition, aj^d as the horrors of 
popery decayed, Er^liih domiwtion became. jnpre 
ixkfome to .him; From, the moment he felt the 
WiNe of political independence, he faw and acknow* 
^^J^dged the neceiTity of cathplic ^mancipation^— aB th^ 
grei^|tot^nm^nts of Irifh fteedom: had ufhered, in 
theje^a of Irilh union- J?y the prefent bill c^tlw^- 
lies were not adihitt^ to the. conflitutipn— weilth 
did not obtain, its due propprtJoft of power;., but 
there was an itteiiipt tp bribe, the fee^ary dP thp na- 
tion againft their natural prpt^dprs* the ariftocracy^ 
Why was the lower order in the ftate fo .numisrou?^ 
but that by a tegUlar gradatioa pf rAnk andjpower the 
intermediate orders might.be able beft to preiei;ye thofe 

below 
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belpw them;^ by fubmiffion to thofe above ?— This 
was the chain of'^obefclience and prdte^^ioriw form- 
ed civil fociety ; iand y0t by this bill the mbblc (an 
order hardly acknpwledged by the iconftitutloij) was 
frourted, and the nat'tirisJ Icajdef s of thofe. men were 
flighted, as unfit dbjeft's for the liberality of the k^r 
Jatiare. Was 'this* intended to buy off the umon 
which has lately appeared amorigft the ribble ? It was 
p. vain and ufelefs attempt; f0r to-morrbw their Und-^ 
Is could fbrih again that union by their influences. 
]ln this coriduft he faw the fuccefe of1:q)ublican 
principlcs^thofc principles which Paine inculcated 
'md every honeft m^h abhors-— by taking fioraweabiK 
its title to pow^, th6& ' principtes Were ^ffe&ed; 
■for this was pe leading feature of thofe feditibus writr 
iiigs. Why was there iii atiy country ^n arif^ocracy, 
but becaufe wdalth will naturally Jtttraft power, and 
th^t pdwer mufl eithier a<9t in the ftat6, (in which cafe ^ 
i^afts to NatioAal advantage) or it muftaft out of 
the ftate/ahd in that c4fe operate to its deftrudlion, 
Jii* France, wealth is excluded from power-rrT-yet iii 
Fmnce wealth was n<^w omnipotent ; that wretch, 
ivhd ftood detefted by every honeft man, who had 
jdyed his Hands in the blood of hi$feng ai^d has kinf- 
inan, to whpfe deftruftion vengeahcefeemed to loiter 
and retard ..theuniverfarwifhesbfmarikind, had found, 
though wealth was nominally excluded', that, wealth 
was effeftually power; and though his property 
weighs not' apparently in the ftatei it has made him 
omnipotent in that miferabte country. While this 
eicam^Ie was before 'our eyes, we fhbuld not adopt the 
fatal policy of diftinlbn; for wherever proteftants and 
catholics vvere ihimic.al, republicans rejoiced; when , 
catholic, in the violence/pf 'difpute l^ft fummer feerned 
fartheft firom their wiflies republicah$ rejoiced ; when 
jproteftants feemed inclined- to conceflioQs- what was 
the language of tlic* ^eciple of'' the 'North on 
^i^hat pccafion ?-^Ihfult, favd they to catholics— infult 

Cc^ —demand 
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— demand'—infiftr— or we defert you ; for well they 
know that whenproteibmts and cathqlics are united, 
their obgeAs mult £tiL 

Mr. Knox then infifted that all apprehenfions firom 
catholic power muft be unfounded ; the moment they 
were members of the conflitution, their union which 
now appeared formidable, would diflblve for want of 
a common object, they would then be interefted in 
the fame meafures with protefbuits, and be no lon^ 
ger anxious for feparat^ views ; the admiffion of a 
number (which could never be more than ten ortzventy) 
of them mto parliament, would fecure the eftabliui- 
ment by the certainty of detacliing fo many men of 
^education and property, firom an intereft hoftile to 
that eflabJifbment ; none but fuch inen could iDe 
chofen, and the %hole txKiy of the people would be 
thus. mutually attached^ He was not fo vain as to 
hope that he coul4 remove every doubt or prejudice 
upon . this fubje^t j they were in many too deeply 
rooted for his efforts, but he thought it his duty ; to 
endeavour by conciliating all men tofave this coimtry 

. fix)m the anus of an hqflile nation, and from her fen- 
timents n^ore deudly than her ^rms ; he therefore 
would move, th^t Ronjan cathoUcs fhould be per^ 

. mitted to hold fea,ts in parlii^ncnt. 
• .Mr. Ji M. Atim faid, that no man had a more 
fincere r^ardfor T^oman catholics than he had;-r-. 
he had be^n lhe|r friend when, they had very few in 
that Jtoij^e, .and he mull beayr tefiimony to their ch^- 
ra^cr by !f€^yiI^, that never vja3 there a fet of men 

. more oppreffed and mq[e loyil— he knew them at- 
tached to the cgnftitution an<J loyal to the fpvereign ; 

. —but though he muft fay this he could not help be- 

, ing furprizedat what had fallen from thelaft fpeaker ; 
— m hi$ whole fpeech he feemed to fprgct that we had , 
a church eflabhfhment, and that this effablilhment 
was intimately, connected with th6 conSitution P—apd 
furely Roman catholics cguld pot vrifh well to it. He 




Feb. 22. C O M M O NS. 197 

r 

could not conceive what was meant by admitting the 
Homan catholics to a participation of the conftitution 
^— while they were the 'majority they muft have the 
whole, if any ; they could not call it a fhare of poWer, 
but a furrender of domiruon. 

Hon. Denis Browni rofe to-order — there was 
jxo queftion before the houfe — -but to fet the right 
hon. gentlemen ri'aht he would juft fay> that in all 
the civil wars of Ireland, from Elizabeth to James II. 
he defied any man to Ihew that there was any con- 
tention for religious opinions, or any objed: but civil 
rights. ' 

The biU was then read, a fecond time, and on the 
queftion for committal, • ; 

The PrQvofl faid, as the claufe of the bill re- 
fpefting the Ujjiverfity, he fhould give the houf^ very 
little trouble upOr\ that point ^ he was fure there 
would be i>o difference of opinion— ^very man muft re- 
joice at any thing which would tend to the diffipation 
of prejudice^^and if in what he was going to fay, he 
could effect the abolition of any one prejudice, he 
Ihould confider'it the happieft moment of 4iislife. 
The reftraints upon Roman catholics had originated 
fcom the neqeflity of oppofing a combination of two 
very formidable powers — ^the pretenders to his ma- 
jefty*s throne, and the bifho^ of Rome ; connefted 
and dependent on this combination were certain very 
dangeroi:^ opinions and doftrines hoftile to a free con- 
ftitution j on one fide indefeafible hereditary right and 
non-refiftance-r-ron the other the Pope's infellibility, 
lnj? unlimited pbWer' of abfolution from oaths, from 
iin, andthe doAriae^thatfaith wasnottobe kept with 
heretics ; .thefe, he was happy to fay, were doftrines 
at this day not only univerially reprobated bu^ utterly 
abjuredi They could no longer exift, for the limits 
of the power or the king^ and the obedience (rf'the 
fut^edk were now perfeAly defined and fettled : the 
^ jclauns of -the abdicated ramily no longer exift ; the 
* ^^ ' ^ ' ' family 
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fapiily itfelf^was har;41y,the Ihadov^ of a name ;. the 
lejriporal power of the, Pope vyas annihiliate^ and dif- 
cjfimed, and his fpiritvial dominion was at this mo- 
rnent, infufficient for the difc^)Ilne of the Ronian ca- 
tholic church. Proteftants fhould not ^therefore be 
any longer jealous or fufpicious, \^hen the caufes of 
jealpufy a^d f\irpicion were completely feinoved ; th^ 
.IjLpman catholics had for a century been uniformly 
loyal and peaceable— -they had done nothing under J^Jl 
the reftraints laid upon them to^difturb the qftafeliui- 
ed. government ; and furely this conauflt deferved 
fome return ? And here he begged leave to quoie 
the feptiments of a man, who had, in his opimoh, 
written the moftjuft, candid, fair ,ar>d temperate work 
lie ever read— -an hiftory pf England ^ the author 
was a Dr. Somerville, and he belieyeda diflenter; the 
wq^ds vvere, that ** thoxigh James il. kept up a'coii- 

. fiderable correfppnclence, ajid haci '^flurancs of aflif: 
tance from many pprfons in England, yet amqngfi: all 
his papers there never appeared any pffer.of fuppor(:pr 
invitation (after the articles of. Limerick had beer^ 
iigned) to the abdicated monarch from the Roman ca- 
tholics of Ireland, who had done, lo much in his 
e. 
. Perhaps he w*s partial to this author from its be- 
ing exa<Stly his own opinion ; for. during fifty years ex- 
perience that he himfetf had had of the confidence ot 

, thofein thegpvernmentof afpiirsiathiskingdorh^hene- 




ccyifider as infurredlipn. Lord Chefterfield, when he 
came over here as Lord Lieiutenant, was much pre- 
udiced by what he had heard inEngland of Roman ca- 
thplics; but when he came to converfe with, andtoob- 
fcrve them, he changed his. op; npn. The ' commons, 
on the alarm of a rebellion adualiy exiftin'g in .England, 
wiflied toftrengtheh the hands of government by. vio- 
lent . ineafures againft Roman cadiolics.,' they were 

oppofec^ 
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opp'ofed.tty the immediate fri^iids dT Government 
in thai lioiirc^ahd wheii' the Lord' Lietrtenarit' was 
urged by reprefenfatioiis'ofthedaligets'of jib^eiy, hd 
declared !that ". he knew oF bilt one dangerous papift 
in the wjiiole cpuntry-—a very.beatitlfill young bdy of 
that per&afiori/'--7- What could haVe infpired him witli 
this confidence^ but a retrofpeft .of their conduft fbt 
. fifty years before, arid particularly tha:t when a rbbel- 
lioiTLraged in Great Britain in 17I5, they gaVe notth6 
leait ihterrtiption or difturbanc^ tp gbvethnient ; and 
i£ he could confide in them on fifty years experience* 
fKould we not now,- after thelapfe of more than a cen- 
tury— r^: — —* 

.[Here the' ..right hort. gehtlemarl findmg himfelf un* 
able, aiiy longer to offer his feiitiments to tiie hdufe, 
wa$. indulged. vvith ^rmiflion to fp^ak fitting.] 
^^^ JFIe would now cohCder the expediency of thie mea- 

He theii took an hiftorial fevlew of the fnbjfeft, in- 
filiihg that all the misfortunes of thi^ country had ari- 
feg firc^m the difunion 6F its inhabitanks ; that as fbon 
as their nation had become united, all th6 great ob- 
jefts of liberty were attained J and that the catholit 
emancipation had always been the earrieft of Iridi li- 
berty. ^ To prevent the influx d( fmdJ freehoHers, 
and any di^axity between proteftants and catholxcs 
he, would wifh thaViol. fireeholds w6re made iridif- 
peifihble to voters of any perfuafion :— -And he c6n- 

duded a very long fpeech vvith thefe words 

, Let us not pt Kke the chiirlifh eldeft fon men- 
tioned in Scripture, who refufed to enter his father's 
hoiife, becaule his. younger brother was received into 
favour : let us rather cohfider our gracious fovereign 
a3 ipeaking to us in the words of that benevolent fa- 
ther- — ^y ScHy thou^rt ever with me^ anS alLthat I 
have ii thine ; but this thy brother was dead and is alive ^ 
was lofi and is found. ' * 
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Mr. Forbts would not have fpoken, as a majority of 
the houfe appeared to have been favourable to the 
principle of the bill, but that he thought it the duty 
of every man in the habits of eiigagiiig in debate to de- 
liver his opinion on a iheafure fo momentous as the pre- 
fent. Much^ it was faid, had been granted to the ca* 
thoiics within thefethirteenyears-^-hefubfcribed to thi^ 
aflertion, and therefore it was that he thoti^t more 
fhould be granted to them j firft becaufe none of the 
evils fo emphatically predifted ^ confequences of 
that indulgence had followed. He Well remembered 
the declarations into which the extrenie zeal ef gen-> 
tiemen in that houie had betrayed them iii the year 
1778^ and with what c^ifidence it was aflerted, that 
by enabling the catholic to purchafe real property, 
parliament in effeft furrendered every thing that was 
dear to a protefiant. Secondly, becatife the principle 
eftablifhed by the aft of 1 778 and 1 782, of engag^ 
the inhabitants of all deicnptions and perfuafions in 
one common intereft, had been produQive of fuch 
beneficial confequences to the coilntry, that it be- 
came incumbent on the hoiife as ai matter of 
duty and policy, to extend as milch as poiSbte 
the operation of that principle. Thirdly, Decatife 
having already enabled them to acquire real property, 
and to prafbice at' the bar, we fhould admit them to 
a participation of that influence ifi the government 
of their' country, to which by the cionftitution that 
fpecies of property entitles them, and emiiient talents 
in fuch a leadii^ profeiEon naturally afpire j if foiile 
vent is not given to the ambition infeparable from 
fuch fituations, if it has not fomefubjeft on which it 
may repofe, fome objeft, by which its views may be 
terminated, this combination of wealth and talents 
wUl acquire an irregular and powerful authority, 
which muft infellibly operate agaiuft the peace, credit 
and (lability of every government. Though the 
dtjprivation, of the cle(3;ive franchife could not be 

juftifiedj 
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juftified; yet xertainly better arguments could be 
urged in its fupport at the period, in which it firft 
took ^ffeft, than for its continuance now. 

By. the aftsof Anne, catholics had been difabled 
from granting or a(;ceptingof freeholds ; the principle 
the legiflature thf n fought to eftablifli was, that ca- 
tholics fliould not poffefs real property ; the aft of 
George I. therefore, which deprived them only of 
that, which was an appendage of what it was deter- 
mined they fliould not poffefs, was not then fb rigo- 
rous as the <ontinuance of it muft prove at this pe- 
riod, when thofe ads of Anne are repealed. But it 
may be obJQiJted, he faid, firft, that his argument 
tends to fliey; the neceffity of admitting the catholics 
into a participation of every privilege of the conftitu- 
tion. In anfwer to this, he fliould obferve, that, 
notwithftanding the bill conferred important and 
fubflantial benefits on the catholics, yet he fliould 
have confidered the right hon. gentleman, who in- 
troduced it, as a wifer politician, and an abler flatef* 
man, had he granted thewhole eictent of the prayer of 
the catholic petition -^ and he would have afted fo in 
a fimilar fituation, and declared his intention to fup- 
pprt the motion of a learned gentleman (Mr. Knox) 
for a free communication of privilege. Next it may 
be urged, that he has not anfwered the objedtion to 
extending to the catholic the eleftive franchife^ under 
a qualification fo low as forty (hillings. It was his 
wifh that no fireeholder of that defcription fliould be 
permitted to vote, but fo long as a proteflant forty 
fliilling freeholder was fufTered to be an elector. If a 
catholic, having a freehold of equal value, had not 
the fame privilege, the principle of the bill, which 
was union and coalition, was ^liified, and under a 
profeffed intention of incorporation, a very confider- 
able portion of three niillions of people would be 
excluded. What is the evil which the bill purports 
tp remedy ? — ^That cfatholics, and proteftants, inha- 

D d biting 
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biting flie fame iflaiid,, and faty*^ of tfic (aftic kingv , 
are a difliiift peopie, and hew do; the frieftdste the 
hig|i qualification of twenty pounds pFOpofe ta unite- 
thcni^ by rnathtaining in a great. m^fore the c^iand 
invidious diftihftibn ? • for the caufe of the diffifsftioci 
IS a certain pienal lawj and feme gentlemen* .profefs 
to remove this caufe hj continuing the ^^teft-part- 
of that law on thfe ftattite-^booki Heexpfeflfedan 
^afnefl hope that the parlkment (rf-lJelartd would'not* 
On this fubjeft prove itfelf fo much inferior to thier 
refl of Europe in liberality and information,* a* to-be- 
attached to a fyftem of penal laws againft reH^^« 
If any gentleman cottlcj prove, that fiaeh laws ever- 
produced any fkliitary effefty Or that afay k^ature 
ever attained by fuch means its profefifed obfeft^ (uh- 
lefs it was fo weak or fo wicked as to be intent on^the 
de.fbrtiftion or ejttcrmination of its tmn fubjefts) he 
would tetrad- his opinion- In Ireland he a&ed if 
fjiofe laws hstd a.ftained their objeft ? It mttft^be an-* 
6vered, they had not ; they had not produced- art 
unifprfniiy of worfKp^ for the nlimber of the catholics- 
amounted it this day to three nriHions-; they had not 
contrihuted to promote the pro^erity*of the country ; 
On the contrary, it had advanced in propiortion to 
their telaiation. Never werethofe laws more jufHy^ 
ch^raftcrized than by lord Camden^ who* declared 
them to be an heap of eoritradiftion and abfiaa?dity^ 
ihd to have contrib\!ted niueh to the corruptic» c& 
.the morals of the people of Ireland^ King WifliatH, 
it was faid,- was a f lieftd to this fyftem ; the contrary. 
Was the faft ; he reprobated it j and ofte^ declared ife 
as his opinion, that the people were to be attached to 
his government by conciliation, not penalty; that 
the fituation of the difaffciSed in Ireland was difiei-ent- 
from that of petfonst of a fimilar defcription in-Eng-. 
land; in the fbi'me;: country their offeiiCes had , been 
amply and adequately punilhcd by a cpniider^le- 

cojrfKcatioa- 



coafifoitiofi .0£. property, a dreumftaiice ^Ineli ka4 
nbt obt^ned in jtbe latter. . 

.Mr.! Forbes then adverted to. the ineaas which 
•CBEight to be? pifrftied itt theprefentfituatien of Ireland, 
'^iid '©hfery^d that a.rproteftaat legiflator would endea- 
jvburto-^ffeft the^Bipnat thisipweri^ fod^ijfable, lyy 
adoptiog fiich a fyftem oF policy,, as, might ' indiioe 
'fimilar habits 6^ thinkijqg fnjorjg all the people of 
this lUngdom ; -but (uch; habits c^h never origiBLate 
'firom lawS| eftabliftiing a coatrariety of interefts, apcfi 
:jan ineqiiality of privilege between the f^t^efts of th^ 
feine goverijmwt. Let us, he faid, fend the. pro- 
;teftant3»d catholic to the huftings^^t dedions on 
. iequai teims ^ when they are ai:cufk)med to ^^ee m 
.the difpofalof ifeemoft important of their tempospal 
-CGfK:erns,/it is ftot probable tb4t Ihey willfepamjte <»i 
'Bcanmt of any difference of opinion refpefting theo- 
logical dodrines. ;Mr. Forbes ofcgdiiSeci to'the ftjg* 
•gmedJimitttion of'&aiichife to .twenty pounds, as 
'fuch fa tneafure argued a waftt of confidence in the 
^ca&dlios. And nrfpedi^g tliofe who diftrufted the 
calhoRcs after they had taken ^very teft^ vvhich poe- 
tical jealoufy could devife, after a condutJl: fo irreprer 
hehfible during a ccntpry, hp'ex;prdfcd his appre- 
. jbcnfions^of the impra&icatility of iafpiring'fji^. gen- 
tlemen with confidence in their bretWen Of that- per- 
. fuafion. If even the behavioiii of the catholics fence 
the Revolution bad beeiT.'fubjpdt tO"" P^^^pttofts, as 
was contended by one.gentleman, .he *^&:^aled to th^ 
candour and judgment gf the honfe, TpTether it ^was 
. fair to -argue, that what bdfore happened binder cer- 
jtain circuniftanees, would probably occtir under others 
totally <Jiffereftt } that the conduft of the catholics 
would be the fanie when liberated', as when dpprefled | 
and that 'the religioy[s animofitics excited by' the 
. |)enal laws wQuld continue a&er thefe laws ceafed| to 
exift. :But if oh ±he cbntrary the catbojics under 
iMt: ifiitation of mind, naturally, cheated by a confif- 

D d 2 catio9 
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cation of their property, and the infliftion of a mul- 
tiplicity of penalties by the legiflature, under the 
encouragement to difaffeiStion held out to them by 
the old government of France, under the influence 
of a ftrong attachment to the houfe of Stuart, under 
the, powerful patronage of the court of Rome, under 
a deprivation of civil as well as political liberty, pre- 
ferred their fidelity to government inviolate for thefe 
laft hundred years, can it be urged with any appear- 
ance of reafon or argument that thofe people, when 
all thofe circumftances, which could have prompted 
them to afts of difloysdty, ceafe to exift, will endea- 
vour to fubvert a firee conftitution at- the moment of 
their admiffion to a full participation of its benefits, 
and to which, while excluded fi-om thofe benefits, 
they adhered. He obferved, refpeAing the confif- 
cation of property, though it unavoidably muft have 
irritated the minds of the catholics at the period 
in which it occurred, yet he confidered fuch a mea- 
fure ampily juftified by the policy and praftife of 
every government after a Revolution, and in Ireland 
abfolutely rieceflary. He entered into a hiftory of 
the origin of the deprivation of the ele6bive franchife, 
and obferved that the friends to that meafure muft 
rely for its juftification on lome other principle than 
the delinquency of the catholics; as the moft de- 
cided and unfufpefted teftimonies of their good coa- 
duft at that period could *be adduced. 

In the correfpondence of king James the fecond, 
after the < Revolution, lately pubhlhed, it appears, 
that he placed not the leaft reliance on, or enter- 
tained any expeftation of affiftajice from the Irifli, 
fiX the fame time that he exprefled a well-founded 
hope of fupport in Great Britain ; a correfpondence 
which he held with perfons of the moft exalted rank 
and ftation in the court of king WiJJiam ; arid Mr. 
Forbes afked,- are the defcendants of fuch perfons to 
enjoy diftinftions apd honours in the fifl^sr kingdom, 

• while 
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whDe the pofterity of the unoffending catholic in Ire* 
land are to be denied the common privilege of a ftee 
conftitution. 

In the year 1762, the perfons principally con- 
nedted with the government of this kingdom, de- 
clared in one of the houfes of parliament, that after 
the moft careful infpeftion of the papers of Murray, 
Secretary to the Pretender, during the laft rebellion 
in Scetland, the leaft trace could not be difeovered 
, of any inhabitant of Ireland being concerned in pro- 
moting the object of that rebellion, or efFedtuating; 
the plans of the Pretender, and this declaration we 
find corroborated by all the communications of lord 
Chefterfield, the chief governor of Ireland, in the 
year 1 745 with the Englifh admmiflration ; who, 
though he gave the aflfent to the law confirming 
the deprivation of the ele6tive franchife, reprobates in 
moft unequivocal terms the impolicy and rigour 
of the popery-laws, and laments the fpirit of intole- 
rence which at that period prevailed in the Irifh par- 
liament. Mr. Forbes next conlidered, whether the 
law againfl the eleftive franchife was didated by any 
neceffity, and flated from hiftories of unqueflionable 
authority, that when king James . fummoned a par- 
liament in Ireland after his abdication, the number 
of catholic fireehoiders in this kingdom was fo very 
limited, as not to exceed in fome counties ten. 
After the Revolution, real property belonging to 
catholics, to the amount of one million and an half 
was forfeited, and the afts of Anne difabled any perfon 
of that religion from acquiring a freehold, which afts 
it was worthy of obfervation, were pafled before the 
catholics were deprived of the elediive franchife.' 
From thefe circumftances, he faid, he was warranted 
to infer, that this meafure did not proceed from 
neceffity, but originated either in the fpirit of 
monqpoly or the mfluence of prejudice. This adt 
has been ftyled by fome a part of the conftitution to 

which 
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^rtttdi Wi6 ought pertinaciotjfly to adhere ; with as 
aniidiicea^ ahd riar^ument, ifnoght it fee contenripd 
that martial law, whifeh obtained during the civirWar, 
.»'»tlic-ttopeijdcnq'' ttf-^ jiidges, king Wil- 

iiam cottfidcf ed himietf »by ffec critidal in^pectligr 
'^'Wtionof Ei^^ahdol^ltgpd tx^r^je^ aHliJfor rendering 
.the ^tdgps indcpwident,) jor the fufpeafiqii of the 

^Ja9Jtxm<otpvt5 ' a& , : beoaiife ;£atOi a ^w was efr 
-teexncd expedient in Eu^nd, ' dwing the exif^ 
rteece df the rcbcHion W 174^* was part of the 
coe&ittition. Thtife were '^1 tcrapomy : fUfpepJlioiis 

. -if /nn.Tindeniable right, and juftifted only by the rie- 
ceffity o£tbeiiiBC&; >idhcn'tiKU hpceiSty ceai^d^las 
'he fec^kt prefejidy fhc\vj;^fpefling the adt in queT- 
,IMii>ii had ; this aft no more tlianthofehe had ftated 
;ihioiild any loiter renlain cai ;the ft^tpte-bq^k» . ' /The 
ipctitkm of the catholics to the kii^!liad been uni-* 
'.Unadrertcd on, he thought fcyerely and vfnjiiftly.' * By 
4he&CQiid article <Jf thd treaty of Limerick, the eftatfes 
-cC&eeiioId.attid inheritance of pcrlbns 6f certain defcfip-^ 
'^tionstn^five aiunties were to be feftored to them to- 

• ^gpther with all the rights, tides, ihtercfts, pnTileges^ 
raod^ioMjirinities, which they held and enjoyed in the 
'Sreiga of Charies il. tliofe articles were ^gned by 
' the lords jnftices, ratified by king Williain, and fome 

. *<)f them, and the lecond article aniong the reft*, re- 
ceived .a fanftionfronvparlianient'; and the offence .of 
' tiiecatholics was a ftatemeht that' as jfwr/ of the peopl^ 
: of their religion were reftored by that article totheir pro- 
.'perties, together with all rigjits, privileges, &c. Enjoy- 
ed ii the reign of Charles Il.^nd as the eleftive fran- 

' chile -was one of thofe rights, which they then poflelT- 
. cxi, that the act deprivii"^ catholics tmtverjally of their 
franchife was an. infringement of that treaty ; tho* 
Mr. Fofbes was free to confefs that neither the arti- 
. cles themfelves nor any degree of -fanftion they may 
: bare received from iparUament in the reign of king 
-William, could reflxam afucceedir^g parliament fron^ 

pafling 



{yaffingtlfe aS[ m q^idOibB ;.ybt bcf iHcnil^et^l rxmam 
tkitk tiiivit vras incoQfifteht.^witb the howsvacm^jtiC*. 
tic€ of parlfiunent to pafe ai^ l,aw: cpi the fobjed^' of' 
tkic eledUve firauaichife^ ' witfeotit makii^^aa. e«^k»i;iife 
fivourof 'tb^fe^ wbo'^fcueiie tUevObje(%& of the (ocodtk 
aarticlej unlefethe calHolics; aftet' tfe forrender ha(|pt 
^rfeked tfaeir^ titk: to tite benefit of iJbis dxkicMhj^ 
iome newaft &f rffelinqtieiicy; 

He adwrted neict^to forae of tte atetuitoitei <^st 

learned m ember (Dr; Dqigei^) oii a. ft)rj»eir<tebate 

mm tbh fiiigcsflfej whOy the? a£buaued by th& bift motitses, 

as Mr. EoriDes ^^'as; confsfertfc, was ceit^mly^nol^fijp^^ 

popted by Wft^fcal f^m fomc (£f his. obfervatifinv; 

ino^er to prove the <iifaiflfe6tiO£i c^thtcsAhiS&cs^&c^ 

thje.» faHrender^the learned^ rh^mber flated> tbatthoJ) 

oflJ^rs- w^<^ imde^ to them by gov^piaeiit and: Gcbe^^ 

ral (jrinkle, to regain at- home in piaa^jf^k* o# thdr dif^.- 

ferent-o^cupprims^ or; to enlift; tk>ieofflfSa,Ici3Dfbta 

amanwere reje^^ed^wherms^ifthelearned member had 

p»rfttcd his o^n authority^ (Hairis) one- pagebeyjwjA 

his- qiio^tkmt he rimft have found that ninetee&Irifli 

regimerrts- fobn^ttedy aiid were takeaiitiCo th€^p^-of 

the BngliiK an^jr* As- to th6 leaf nedmember^B olbec 

objeftion to the petition, Jttr ftiling thc^ aitides^^ 

treaty I whicH healledges AM^as a capitulation agreed oa 

&Gm iltrjudged^ and xi^eafibiuble mcrq^^ a^ the be^ 

fieged were bat a- fet of ra^antuffias endoied^;^- ^ks 

fals in^ a -trap, fifom whence diey had no pofllb&ty of 

efeaping^nopcoald ha^e made a long or effednalfo^ 

fiftance. Had thehon. gentleman refortedtoLdbi^ 

the* mod: impamal hiftorian^of tbofe tranfadriQas^ efit 

fad'muft have-a|^)eaFedto;hlm totally difiSsr^ 

Leland exprefsly fays, that the feafpri wasfar ^dtsaiiced; 

the continuaiice of the fiege dangerous, and: theevent 

precarious ; atid;refp@£kingithe incapacity of the be- 

fieged to make along refinance Mr. Forbes re£^rfed 

t6 thefo words of Hai^ns " the>iurrenderixaippened^ 

a< fevoui^ibk conjtin<9ture ; afliet fent byFraiieetD 

. relieve 
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* jdkve Limerick, arrived in Dii^le-bay a day or two 
after the articles were iigned, coniifting of i8 (hips of 
war, 6 fire fhips, 20 great veflels of burden, 1 0,000 
fta&uids of arms and 3000 men," a (uccour, which 
accordingtoLelandtbey had reafon to exped:. Under 
siU thefe circumftances, he thought it could not 
bedemed,that the catholics were juftified inflating in, 
their petition, that the king and the cotintry received 
a valuable confidcration for any privileges fecured by 
the articles to that body of people* 

Mr. Forbes lamented that the learned member ap-» 
peared, inftead of attendbg the public mind, in its 
progrefs on this fubjeft, by a fpecies ofne^tive in- 
duftry to have gwen his own mind fuch a retrograde 
direftion, that the principles he avowed and the ap- 
prehenfions he exprefled relative to the effefts of this 
meafure were but ill adapted to the fituation of this 
country and the temper of this aflembly at prefent; 
and would have fuited better the houfe of commons, 
which fat loon after the revplution, whofe terrors and 
pieejudices refpeftii^* catholics were fo great as to in- 
du<pe them with much gravity to entertain a petition 
of the proteftant coal porters of Dublin, ftating that. . 
Darby Ryan, a notorious papift, carried on the bufr- 
nefs of a coal pprter, much to their injury and the 
danger of the proteftant intergfts i and this petition 
was with great folemnity referred to the grand com- 
mittee of grievances. The fame houfe of commons 
made an order that no papift was to be admitted into 
the gallery of the houfe ; were that order enforced 
this night we muft have employed a feijcant at arms, 
who. was either an expert phy iiognomift or a pn^ound 
theologian. 

Mr. Forbes next proceeded to confider the confe- 
quences of excluding a confiderable portion of the ca- 
tholics by a limitation of franchife to twenty pounds. 
The only tendency of fucha meafure muft be,hefaid, to 
embody excluded catholics for the purpofe gf deftrpy* 



• •«!' 



Iftg the fiitiftitic*. Ah htih. barorifet, (Sfr Lyr«fi8g 
I^arfohs) h*i laid dbWri i boTifiWh, to «fe tTu¥h «f 
t^^iicb hfe fiifcfcfiBed WifhoTit heTit^tidh, Iftb" Be a€- 
fiieA life iriifefehcfe; ttkmeiy tM aife ihbre ^ifift ^ 
cathtjHiis liad i!6 sam, tRe lAbre iftduceifi^hls ttt^^^ 
tbtetennlptdinbiteltrcms 5 feuft hfe aiffdfed^frbm hi]te 
in thte a^litafibri of this poAtidn j fer Mi*. Pd^^ 
fed, fhat fo far from ftppoftiitig hfe ptc^bft'ipii oT !i- 
frnltofa 6f fMchife, liecbnfidered that the imdrilgfit 
df ttife hbh^ b^fbnct ttnded to ^rovd flije hcceffity ci^ 
Act t5f a total iritoi^oratibn dr excliifiori j but tW* 
triitti of tlife pdCtibh could not hi dohtrovferted, thete-i 
fere be ttibiifd endfedvour td lda\re the catlioAcs as ftW ^ 
pbittts to gam as poffible. Nbthiirig wa!s fo dailgerbus 
ih a ftake as ail utteqiial diftributloh of conflitutidnal 
j^Vitege; tlie dfioft eillightenfed wnters oAthe aft^ 
dentgoVertitneM' 6f Frarice attributed thb d^biahi;' 
liridet ^IcH the pedpfe of that country ^oihMy 
whilfe Erigland, fpfuhtfrdih the fame NoTttifetftHivej 
vcfsbfrfefe tbthis cm:timSasite,ajid tbthiscaxife,he faidjiirie 
ihajraitribute th:eifjflanimitioh df theriiiiiaiof tKebfeo-- 
jSe of that country, whdfe opprfeffibft prdtbked theni 
to frengr^ ahdprecipita!ted theni inio meafurei, which. 

havt efitecgfed the ex tiaftidh of all the {Jrl vifc^ drdef s, 

strrtl coriftittited authorities iti that cbiiiitty, Mn 
Fdrbes eiriibrted the houfe to embirace tlie of)pf6ritt- 
rirty of attachirtgt he catholic to f he coitftitujtioh aiid gb-, 
vemititilt, which the redxiced fittiaiibri of every povici 
to which he washiibittiated tolddfc'up dnd fefdid:, dfi 
ferded. Me would fof argument fake, fljpfK)fe that ai ci- 
vil tdmmotrdil Ihodd axife in fin^nd ; thd* he tnlft-^ 
eidf that there was riot Caufe to apprehend fuch an ei?arf, 
yet a^ Etirdf^ was confeflfedly pregnkAt with fomc gfea^ 
pdlitlcal tiittity i ^fe le^ltor Would take every prt* 
cautioft. If the cathdhts were ndt cdmpleitity alK-^ 
miktied wfth^rbteftants in refj^6t to pdlitical advari* 
tages^it requiredrtotmuGhfagadty tofotefcte in caffedf; 
ferf6u?difttirbahcesmOreamritiin,theeflfbdsoffi^ 
uieqimiityeit'cOttditiofti that thepaftiesixkOFeatB&itatfi ; 
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would toe bidding at each other cm the fubjed: of 
catholic emancipation ; whereas if we now attach' 
that defcription of people to government, and imite 
them with the proteftants, the whole people of Ire- 
knd might aft as a great body to' fupport the balancd 
of power in the empire againft contending faftions, 
might poffibly prevent them from, proceedmg to ex- 
tremies, or at leaft fpeedily tranquillize thenl. It 
fliould alfo be confidered, by thofe who oppofed this 
meafure, and yet were deeply interefted in the prof- 
perity of Ireland, that nothing was j more unlike 
than the fituation of Europe and America, now, 
from what it was when the popery^ laws were firlt 
enafted : In America, the free exerclfe of the catho- 
lic religion was not incompatible with the full enjoy- 
ment of political liberty ; when the agitation, which, 
at prefent prevails in Europe, had iubfided, there 
vvas every reafon to expeft that the contention >be- 
tween governments and their fubjefts would termi- 
nate in the eftablifhment of free conftitutions in the 
form of lirhited monarchies ; and an extenfion of 
poUtical privileges to perfons of all religions. Such 
an event, as well as the encreafii^ profperity of 
America, muft operate as a moft, powerful induce-^ 
ment to the catholics of thiskingdom to emigrate .; 




lerence on the comparifon of the condition of catho- 
lics in Ireland and in other countries* 
. Mr. Forbes obrer\'ed, that fome gentlemen had 
laid, the catholics were premature in their applica- 
tion — ^the time will come when they can be gratified 
with fatisfaftion. to all parties. Mr. Forbes afked, 
how long the catholics have to wait ? when were their 
opponents to overcome their prejudices ? what was 
the term and nature of catholic , probation? This no 
gentleman had defined. ---Suppofe in this awful and 
anxious interval, the catholic, impelled by the pre- 
vailing propenlity of the times for enquiring into the 

nature 
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nature and relations between the governors and go- 
verned, (hould examine into our right of excludjing* 
him from (the elective franchife, how could we juftiif 
fy it, placing it, for argument's fake, even on as 
ftrong a foundation as we can, that of fhe acts of 
Anne, to which at beft though not very ftrong, he 
thought this act is not entitled. Thofe popery J^ws 
were enacted a^inft catholics, not merely becaufe 
they were catholics, but becaufe catholics were Jaco- 
bites; the femily of the Stuarts were now extinct, 
the caufe of the exclufion had ceafedj therefore 
to continue thefe laws longer would in fact be to 
re-enact them. But it has been urged that a ca- 
tholic enjoys ^ niany privileges of the conftitution, 
as a nuniber of proterants ; that he is in the poflef- , 
fion of civil Uberty, though not of political. He 
a&ed, whether in 1782 theproteftant would have. 
been contented with fuch ^ condition ? whether he 
did not confider poUtical fo cffential to the prefervar 
tibn of civil liberty, that he was determined to riik 
his life and fortune for the attainment of the former ? 
what a facrifice had America made on the fame prin- 
' ciple ? and had the pjroteftants a right to urge a 
doctrine and principles a^inft their catholic brethren 
in fiidi palpable contradiction to their own prpfefj 
(ions arid their own conduct ? It has been argijed, 
that if cathcAics are not capable of voting, they are 
not in a worfe fituation than many prpteftants, who 
are not electors — % clear diftinfction e^ifts . between 
the fituajions of the two defcrij^tions pf mer; ; if a 
proteftant has intereft to obtain his freedom in d^ 
corporation, or can raife by any means a fum fuffi- 
cient to puirchafe a forty (hilling freehpld, he may be . 
iri pofieffion of the elective franchife. not fo with the 
catholic ; the proteftant is excluded by accident, the 
catholic by fomething next to ian impoflibility witi} a 
confcientious man, as he can only purchafe his fran- 
chife by the facrifice of Kis eternkl falvation. 

E e 2 Mr, 



M?, Forbes applicdl himfcjf to the affipg^n| . 
principally (nfiffed on by tji^ fiiQnd& tP the liqiitfttioft 
of 2oI. thajt the priefts woyld vioik oa t^p fijp^?:? 
ftition andpoycrfy pfthelpw.er clals of people , Ia, . 
anfwer to thi§/ne obfery^d, ^. it w^ls^nptQidous that 5#.. 
ttie priefls i^ the l^ingdorp, had tajcep; the og^h pf ^^ . 
glance, this argument fuppjqi^ that; tiheic tenets jii^ 
t$ed a difpenlation of that oath ) therefc^s h^ v^\^ , 
examine whethe^:fuch a,do<^rinf; ever ujcwjerfiilg pf?». 
vailed among the Roman catholic c)er^^ a^^ vf h$s 
tKer, it obtained at^ tWs d^y, eyea ia ^lap^. at ^, , 
period, whe^ the clergy of that religion Wf re cpiifti^^r-. 
ed'as the flayes of bigotry and fupt^fftitipE^ fo eapljit. 
33 the rej^n of ^lizabetK md J^^ t. ]^. (:<^^ 
aflfert from, incpntettibk evjdewpe <4 hiftwgr, t!\^t\, 
cbn^erable party of the ca^oUc cjlfiifg^if prc^^^^^ai^^. : 
taught, with firiiin^fs ^ijd vigpur, in ftipport of t^ 
goyernment tp whiqh t^ey haii Wc^nT aJleeajEii9e, ^ 
civil obedience to tjie crp'wii htjrice in all th^ v^aj^ . 
of; EliZjSibeth f^veja^ gf the Romifjij . prof^piTian WQrft. 
^ftihguiihed in the fervica of the crown. Th? doc-t 
trine of t]ie Pope's ppw^r to difpeijiii; with ba^hs ojE. • 
allegiance ha^ beentwp qe^uries fince renotf^j^dap^ 
allured by the princip^ cathoUc univerfities ii^ EiJjr 
rop^, which renii^clation, was in tjie ye*r. 1 790-^ cen 
pcjated by thofe uniyerfiti.es, and has. fince aKo.b^ft. 
adpoted, by public and folenm dj^claratipps of the ca?-' 
tholic clergy in Great, Bjitainand Ifdapd > an ad aflTented) 
to in the moft expUqit, tftrjt^s^ by the prefcnt. P9|:^' in 
the year 1791* Mr> Eorb9s caUed oi> ge^tlepipn^ 
who availed themfelves c^this a^guxuent, tofiateany. 
poffible advantage, which the prieils could propose, to, 
themfelves by inciting thclpwer cl^fs ofpeople; tQdif-. 
affedion to thQ eftapulbed government, klf^d th^ft 
any profpedt of prpt^<$ion frpm theii; old a^ ng^urai: 
patrons ;■— the ianu|y^ of the Stjwts wa3 no napreai. 
theppwer.of the pope was fo qompleatly ai^d nptoriouf* 
ly diffolved, th^t hft (hp.uld, confidei it as an wfjalt on. 
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tfcp i^srf^lfhndmgs of his hearers wcte he to inipiite 
aajf awthioff'ity to a chara^er of fuch imbecility, who 
m^ 4l thi^ momeiit like a tnefidicaitt friar, fupplical^ 
ipg t)^ protodton of tw^prQi^fla}t$ prioce in Europe* 
l^fom. Fwice the pxijefe could not any longer expeti 
j^{if!ort ; the catholic dergy of this country atdiiorred 

^ t^ priuc^les of the French, as much as that people. 
(Ittf ft^d every ipecies of ckuirch eftahlifbrnent ; tho*^ 
the Fi^ch. govemnxent might affiime aform difie^ 
rwfcfiKUD th^ which now prevailed, it was not pro- 
1|ab^ tibat the pre&nt race would overconie their in-- 

- dij^fisi^ition^ ^ the ckigy . Under thelib circumiftances^ 
Ithfi ppdh mufl: regard as their only protectors, the 
tQf^Q of r^nk and. property of their perfuafioa 
in thi3 country; and he. ibould end^vour ta 
peove pcefentiy, that it was npt probable that 
nien. of that de&riptioa would aid them in a. 
fcheme> which muii terminaAein the confufionofaJi 
property., ai^dr a Cyftem of indifcriniinate depredation, 
by the lower clafs of the community ; neitli^was it 
pilob<ib]ie. that any body of men accorc^itig to the pre* 
opinions of this day, could be £ound fo ftupid 
or ab^)sx{, as to eccA. anoi^her popiili hierarchy a&er 
haviog celibued: themielves. froiA the yoke of oj;ie^ 
under whkph a ^at part o£ Euisope had groaned for 
fo many cei^turics^ When gentlemen affected to ap^ 
preh^nd danger fi»n^ the lower clafs of people, they 
re^^pded the. ord^r of thin^ ; it was an eftabliibed 
^l3Jum, that the. Ssfhion ot opinions and habits dcr 
fc€inded fironjt the higher to the tower clafs in fociety ; 
but according, to the prefent mode of reafoning, a 
very inferior defcription of the people were to giv^e 
the. tone of {eptin^ent and condud to the whole of 
their perfuaiioa ; he was. confident that a little ex- 
perience would, pcove that the bill would produce a 
contrary eflfed^ that the tenant by its means would 
maintain a more intiniate connc£]^ion with his land^ 
lordly and as three-fourths of the landed property of the 
kingdom J werepolTeffedby proteftants, they would re- 
tain 



414 COMMONS. Fbb. 2t2- 

tain an afcendancy. No circumftance can occur in 
this country to render the catholic freeholder fo un- 
Hke thole of his perfuafion in other countries at this 
day, a? not to prefer his temporal interefts to the 
maintenance of any theological doftrines, refpefting 
the fuperior orders of catholics the affertion that they* 
in general were fuch bigots to their faith as tofacri- 
fice they: moft important interefls in this world to the 
fpeculative tenets of their religion, coulcj not be main- 
tained by the hiftory of the latter periods of Europe. 
Experience has proved that men of all religions, who 
have a (hare in the property poffefled by every com- 
munity, will rally without diftinftion round that pro-. 
perty for its prefervation. Even amidft the violent 
contentions, with which this kingdoin was diftrafted 
in the laft century, and which have been by many im-» 
putcd to a religious origin, it is an undoubted faft, 
that jx'rfons pf confiderable fortune of the catholic 
perfuafion, entered with reluftance into a refiftance to 
the then exifting government, and not, till they were 
forced by that government for the purpofe of enrich- 
ing itfelf by forfeitures ; thefe very men were found 
anxious to delift from a continuance of hoftility, and 
difpofed to forego the fplendour of an eftablifhment 
of their religion, in order to fecure that property ; and 
in contempt of the anathemas of the Pope embody- 
ing to attack his legate, but inftead of expofing the 
fallacy and wcaknefs of this ailment, and endeavour- 
ing to prove that the apprehenfions entertained from 
dodlrines of faith, on which it was impoffible the 
catholics could ad, were groundlefs, hewouldadduce' 
one inftance which mud be conclufiye ; it was de- 
rived from the very fource or centre of popifli fuper- 
llition,. and reforting to the court of Rome, eftablifli 
from inconteftible evidence, that even there the ambi- 
tion qf the temporal prince had prevailed over all 
fpiritucj confiderations J he Hated by authentic me- 
morials, lately produced to the world, of the tr^nf? . 

a<5tions 
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aftions of the- courts of Eurc^e immediately preced- - 
the revolution, it Avas evident that the Pope^ aftuated 
by relentment againft Lewis XIV* on accoont of an 
invaiion of his temporal authority, confented to the 
expulfion of James the IL from the throne of thefe. 
'kingdoms, and that the fucceflbr to him, who 
filled the papal chair at the revolution, perfeverdd in the 
f^me fyftem, tho' no monarchs ever facrificed more 
to the popifh religion, than Lewis and James. Mr. 
Forbes concluded with declaring his decided appro- 
bation of the bill, in as much as it repealed laws the 
continuance of which could not be juftified, and by 
its tendency to unite, the inhabitants of this kingdom 
of all defcriptions, muft make the Irifh, in a political 
fenfe, a people, and reftore the country to its native 
energies. 

Dodtor Brozvne (of the College) entered into a 
long explanation of the articles of Limerick, and faid 
that thofe articles had not been infringed, and that 
the charge againft parliament on that head was un- 
founded. — He objected not to the principle of the 
bill, though to fome of its claufes, he could not fub- 
fcribe, he could not think of letting in fuch a nume- 
rous, ignorant, bigoted rabble as Roman catholic 40s. 
freeholders muft be ; he perfedly accorded with the 
idea of giving Roman catholics the benefit of educa- 
tion in the Univerfity, but thought it would be con- 
trary to the oaths impofed by the Univerfity ftatutes, 
and contrary to the intention of the founders and 
benefaAors of the Univerfity, to transfer to papifts 
any of the authority or emoluments which they had 
intended to promote the proteftant religion. 

Mr. Holmes faid a few words, declaring his aflent 
to the bill, and his opinion that the elective franchife 
fliould be reftrained in all its parts. 

Mr. Day agreed perfeftly with the Provoft, that 
that the ills of t Iris country had arifen principally from 
the people, of the country fecluding themfelves with- 
in different pales* 

In 
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In confequence of thefe divii^bns^ tht tidti^m ta- 
tholics of Ireland had long felt the legiflatioh of thfe 
country only by ftripes it infliAed.— Thi^y hjtd fuf^ 
fered patiently, yet Could not tlve fitent eloqtteAte of 
their fiifferings foften the hearts of theit coutttryiucn, 
till Geo: III. afcended the throne of thefe ldl^d6»^ 
to blefs every clafs of his fubje6ts, and iA^hiented bf 
real religion, had pointed out the partial repeal of this 
code. He was the firft Englifli monarch fince tte 
revolution who made relaxation a principle 6{ this go* 
vcrament— yet under hiih the pfoteflant afbertdancy 
had been pHrefervcd * 

No man was moi^ ftrongly attached to this afceil- 
dancy than he and infeparable firbtti it*-^it was coh- 
nested with the ftate— but he could diftinguifh be- 
tween the afcendancy and a ftrug^le for power and 
monopoly which enfhrined itfelf m the altar of the 
church .--^What was there ill that mont^poly th^t the 
houfe fliould flxu^le for itis exigence ? He was n5t a 
political (windier who in 82 invited the datholics t6 
unite with him in demanding a conilitutioli, and in 
93 woxild deny a Ihare in the benefits of that Coftfti* 
tution. To coaiefce with the cathohcs he thougtit 
was now necefiary for the fafety of the ftate--»rior wa^ 
auo:ht to be dreaded from that coalition. It Was riOt 
the catholics who were to be dreaded, but thofe wh6 
turned the pulpit into a roftrum for propagating fe- 
ditious principles — thofe whofe only grievance was iho- 
naTcl y, and who made rejigion orJy an inftrument to 
overturn it. — How were then men to be guarded 
againft ? Only by throwing open the coriftitution to 
the catholics, who would, no doubt, be zealous to 
defend it againft thofe levellers. 

He exhorted the houfe to learn from America the 
wifdom of timely coneeflion. America exhibited ano- 
ther good example, of equal liberty, and growii^ 
happinefs, where papery is not only tolerated, but 
eftablilhed by law. No danger was to be feared, that 

. by 
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by,-grant^^ thcfe privileges' to the dathoEcs, the go* 
vemincnt of this coteitry would c^afe^tb the protef- 
tant*****Twas.aur coimedlioxninth Britain whtca ihacfe 
the ifl^nd^ pr6tdftaiit^ and it is that whidi wiU kcq^ 
it fo while Aat connectloA is chferilhecf. 

He riien alluded to Mr. Byn^'s letter, which, 
he &id> at le^ muft be called- hi^y indiscreet; am' 
cadcidated to difturb the quiet of the cduatry.. It 
wa^ ten^rable a^ it proiiioted an appeal to an aifein- 
bly of fbch a kihd as if frcqtieiitly recurred tk), or in-^ 
duTged, v^otdd reduce the authority of that houfe, 
a»d render them nbthmg more thah the regifter oif 
theil own edicts^ 

Hfe declared hijnfetf frlewdly to k total einailtipfe^- 
tion ; hfe wotfld ftOt leave a feminal principk of difi 
content ejcifting, from which mifcnief and difcord 
mig^ ^rinj^, he would place* his catholic fellow fub->^ 
jettsr on the fame hJrfi ground as their jMToteftant 
brethcm j yet He confcScd he would have beeA better 
pleafed htd the change begun earlier, that it might 
have proceeded gradually. 

. It had been affced by fome h<m* gentlemen, whe* 
thcr the minifter knew that the^ catholics would be 
contented with this bilU He couM fay, from very re- 
rpeftaWe alit6or4ty, that they would ; that they felt 
Very^ dtep^ gratitude for the benefits it conferred, 
and that they wotiid exprdij that grautude;in ad* 
dneflfes on the fubjeft : if aivy thing yet reinained 
vAiixih rfirftriaied their liberty, they hq)6d it would 
diffipkte before the! warm rays of growing liberalifty* 
A^ to' the prejudices of papifts, of which fo much 
had^ been faid, they were faft decreafing, and if 
popery (hbUld^gb d6wn*for twenty years more^ as it 
did the laft tWeiity yeats, there would retnain little 
dltffetefite between them and profrflintls, but in 
name. 

, He cdncluded by d^daringj that the bill bad his 
hearty concuttence, as being happily cdculated^to 
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give general content, to eftablifh pdice and unani- 
mity, to c^H forth the energies of the nation, and to . 
give (lability to the government of the country. 
He ^dibracedTt as the* magna charta of the cathohcs 
of Ireland, and a pledge of holy fraternity^ 

Mr. Brooke (Donegal) {aid no man felt a more ar- 
dent defire to confer upon Roman catholics every ' 
benefit confident with the fccurity of the proteftant 
cftablifliment : This was * not* a « . fentiment lately 
adopted by him— ^he had manifefted it fo early as 
iy88.-i-He!: was? ferther induced, to* conciliate the 
Roman catholicsbecaufe it was his majefty's recom- 
mendation, and for that recommendation he had the 
higheft relpcQ; ; he would therefore vote for the bill, 
but he hoped it would not extend to fortv-fliilling 
freeholders the right of voting-^if it .Ihoiila, he be- 
lieved fi-om the multitude that wotdd be let in, very 
few ^cndcnieVt)f "landed' property would be. mad 
enough to canvas i county, or to (land an election ; 
and excluding men of landed property from parlia- 1 

ment would not, in his opinion, be a very advan- , 
tagebus reform. It had been faid that power being 
graddally imparted to Roman catholics, it. could': 
not for feveral yeats tocome operate with any very 
great force. He hoped the Roman catholics would 
ufe their'power with moderation ; but he wa§ an un- , 
wife legiflator' vvlio did not guard againft poflibilities, : 
and a worfe who did not guard . againft confequetices. • 

Mr. R. Sheridan — I ratherrife to avoidfilexice than 
to feek attention — it is a fubject on which' I do . 
not like try expatiate-^— my judgment condemns wh^t 
my heart would grant. — I have endes^voured to in- 
form my mind upon this fubjeft,. and I am. deter- 
mined 10 ad as a member of parliament fhpuld do^ 
with unbiafied coolnefs and indexible honefty : and 
though, fir, I have often heard the words " three 
millions of people,** echoed through this hbufe, I . 
hope we will not forget the one million of proteftants 

who 
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who hold thcar privU^gcs by the Xaiae righb that our 
fover^gn wears his crowh, or that we whom they 
have delegated to m^rtiaia ihefe rights afTemble 
here ia parjiament. • . 

. It has been faid, fir, that the kiiig has recom- 
mended this bill to U6--I have ever cbnfidefcd that 
the conftitution^ has wifely placed between the 
throne and the parliament refponfible miiSfters 
who are anTwerabJe for the meaifures they propofe ;- 
upon ihis id^aidepends all! freedom of fpeech in }^r« 
KametU, ' and therefore I will corifider the fpisech of 
^ minifter ufing his majefly's name. 

rA gentleman has quoted a part of his majefty's 
coronation oath. By tl>e coronation oath, efta- 
biiihed at that which heretoforet was ealled the srlo- 
ifious revolution, his majefty .fwears that he will to 
the utmofl: qf -U^^ power i maintain and preferve thS 
proteliaat religion.byJaw eftabliflied ; and whatever- 
Mr. Pitt, or: his neceflary inani Mr. Dundjis, may^' 
put into the fpeech in lavour* of Roman catholic^, ic 
m^ft have this extent, fo far ^s. the fame is coinffati* 
bk.^iththe faffty of the.proteftant eftablifhmdnt-^- 
Jjo mpre : in thisfenfe I am iready to embrace- the ' 
Roman 'catl^ollcs; , But does not this bill end^i^gef 
theproteftaijVintfreft? It *dbes^-i»-if you give to thtee 
times their number the ele6live franchife, tjiey muft 
be overwhelmed . What will ithen avail the barrier 
you think you are now ere<fling, . by denying' to 
them die reprefentgtive right ? They will teltyoi^ 
'ijs abfurd to fay they may be el^or^, bttt-rfj^y^ 
ipaynqt be.reprefentativesf ihs^t they aire competent 
tp delegate, but incompetent to; ^ccute $ and th^e-> 
fore by what you grant ren^isr what you wijthhold in- 
fecure ! Sir, if they cannot fit in parliament them- 
felves^ the/ will find equivocating, accomodating 
prpteftants, woife than papifts,.to.reprefent themv 

Perhaps, fir, I Ihall not live to fee the utter abo- 
Utipn €>f the prqteftant afcendancy , tho* thai glori. 

E f 2 pus 



^a« , COMMONS, l^j^B.izi 

fhkh ^E^Qgia&d owes her libenty and her pii|lQperit](y 
^hloh U CQJ^genial to and bkoded widi €»xs coaftL 
tution will not, I fear, long furvivie ; l^iixveTer . 

fgCy I oever will give a vote injurious: to it $ and I oall • 

yifffp. this hojafe, in the name of the prote(jfaat eiotn 
igff^ yjfiiO (mt Ufi her^ xiot do defert their interaft.: 

illl. Hobattr^Thert being fio little difcrenoe rxptm j 

99 ths ppnclple of the bill, and indeed no €d>}ecv 
tipA tQ going into, a committee upoo it, I ttiowi^ 
^pt haye thought it necefiary to haxp troubled tk^ 
houfe with a ungLe wprd were it not fo^ wh^t &0 
:^0D> the. hoa* g^itlemen whq fpoke laft« 
. Xhati hon. gentleman hasitraty ftated that aa mm 
liap.sk.Tightto argue, that a fubje^ debated ia this 
](ioi|fi^,isjMppoied to be.inftuenoed by <the aommand of 
l^i$. ^efty ; his maje&y m his good pleafura may 
fi^<;oQ^pend a fubje^ tO; the. oonudetation of {)a]tlia« 
ioieat^^parliameni; in. their duty and aife6ioa vriU. 
^ve the; moft refpe^tf ul and attentiue conTsderatinMV 
to. whjit hi$( majedy recommends^ to theii^ notice ;«-^ 
but whfOi the; mieafuce cqmes be^e parliafmea t ^in^ 
^^ &ape; <d a bill, it ia tihen the meafure of the 
i{ipnfiber who. introduces it, and> his majefiy*a namo 
k no Ipager ta be uiedln its fuppovt^ i aiul ther^ 
:S)re the gentleman who fpoke early in the debated 
^^aj^ not juiiified. in faying this bill t was byhisma^ 
Jefty*s.co.mtnai^d» 

, I. agjjee alfo.with the hen. gentlen^n, tbkt hh 
m^'^% has rejQommended to ua the care of the pro*- 
tj^il^x^t eftahliflioAeiit, aii^d that it is our duty to^ 
guftrd/it.fro^ injury ;, and therefore, fk, the quef- 
tion, is, hgw far can we go in behalf of the' Romaa 
catholics without fhaking the fecurlty of the pro-> 
tedaiit . eftabliihinent ?---rOn ' this, qu^dipn, (ir, I 
have CQAfulted withfome of th^ moft eKperienceci 
and Jbeft. informed, men in this^ country, and it- did 
appear iq tbem^tbat theimeafure now qSered would^ 
giy^ effectual relief to the Roman catholics, with« 

out 
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out fliaWng the proteftant eftablifliment : the Ro- 
irtan eathohcs themfelves feel it fo : and I am con* 
winced it will not injure tKe proteftant eftablifliment. 
Though I diflfer from fome gentlemen, for \i^hom I 
entertain the higheft regard, I know that what we 
are doing will cffi^ntially ferve the ebuntry: it will 
coacrKate the RomaiiGathdlic$«-<-it,wiIl cement a com* 
moh union of inter^il: and affedion amongft his ma- 
jefty's fubjetfts-^and enable this ctJuntry to repel all 
fcer enefnies; 

H« was affiiamcd to have troubled the houfe fo 
long, as there h^dnot appeared any difference of 
Ophiion on the principle of fhe bill. — ^He would 
.iiiake but a finrfe obfervadon more, a learned gen- 
tlemaw bad feid, why not accept the tefts which the 
Roman! catHoK)rt cwrcfd themfelves f For that vefry 
rcaftm, becaufe they* freely ofered to take tefts^ 
fte thmight it vould beunjuft and unnideflTary to im-^ 
pofe them; 

^ Mn A Fonfonby begged Ifeave to take up the atr 
tentton of the hofufe a^ ft w moments.— He faid he 
feb rather hurt in* finding hhnfelf obliged to exprefs 
fentiinents* different from thofe other gentlemen, for 
whom he cntertaihed* the higheft refpeS, had ex- 
proflfed before him. He would However, he faid, 
not confiTder the bifl in the fame letiie other gentle- 
; men had' done. They confider it only as far as it 

will tend to affeft the political'and' fecial interefts 
of this coumry : He thought' it every man's duty to 
come forward and take it in another view— as it re- 
ipt&.% tmr coimeOion with Great Britain -^i-That 
every member in the houfe wa^ under a.neceflity of 
adraittingthatthat conneQiion muft be materially af- 
feSedbyfuchcon'ceffion^. Andwhy? Itwillthrpwthe 
whole catholic intsereft'on one fide : It will drive us 
into dlreft- oppofuion to England^^may not catho- 
lics be admitted in Englirfdais well as in Ireland ?— 
Why are they not ?-^T1le natural and neceffary 
confequence will be, it will drive every man having 

\ ran 
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Ian iniereft in» the cliurch into the arms of a^mlnif- 
{ration. It will fubj^d him to government jififlu. 
^ace. Will not the catholic then, when admitted 
tjo.the eleftive franchife and to a ihare in the legif- 
Jature, complain of influence? 

. Mr. Geo. PonJonh^^-^iVy it will be acknpwle4ggd 
1 enter withreluftance oij 4 fubieflt, on whicH Iwoiild 
avoid faying any thing— It w^s for this reafpn I de- 
layed declarijag my fentiments, aft§jr what I haye al- 
ready faid upon the prefentqueluon, until I had firfl 
^ heard fo many other, ge^tleiueh explain the;nfelves 
fully on this very importa|it^uiinefs;.^ anj^ there- 
^ fore, fir, anxious that'eyprv gpnljeman in iji^ houf(? 
fhould be convinced by what I na^e to offer, as far 
as I can flatter myfetf with being able to efie£l — ^If I 
err in judgment I can lay jyt is ap error ojt the un- 
derftandihg, hot of jth e, heart. ?A^ to that body ot 
liicn who are the fubjeiS: of t£f^ bill, no one can have 
ahigher opinion of th^ir merits than I haye ;. yet I 
would not wiih to. be thought intriiguing by popu- 
rarity* I wifli to give my thoughts freely, ivithoijt 
^ifguife or -refervej to fee thp fi^me mode purfued 
by thofe who have fpoken before me^ -\^as I th^ 
^erfon who voted againlj' the catholic bill ?, No* 
Was I the One, who ey^j: pbjefted to our cat^jojlic 
brethren's participating of thofe rights tq ^yjiicli X at? 
" convinced every man in this houfe 3oes iii his foul 
believe them fairly entitled ? No. Iwojuld rejoice 
to fee that no diftinftions were known in Ireland,ibut 
that of a good^ or bad citizen: But at the fame time 
I utterly difavow giving any confeht to the bill as it 
ftands. ; '^ ■ * v 

The bill in its prefenC form, and the patrons^ of 
the bill proppfe to give all rights whatfoWver civil 
and militaty, td the catholic ; to put him in all fe- 
fpefts on the fame footing with the proteftant. 

' Now, fir, I fay that that billitfelf is the m©ft ab* 

furd, thempft unjuftifiahle, the moftjiinconftitution* 
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albill, ever yet foought into this houfe. It 1$, I fay * 
and ilirilldnaintain, the gfeateft lixiifance ever brought 
into parliament, .. ' • "* ; 

It is, fir, utterly impoffible, it is inbonfiftent with * 
reafon to give the great body of the inhabitants'of '^ 
any country undier any reafonable government any 
portion of political power — do you prbpofe to give ' ^ 
to three-fpurths of your people tbe poyer of yotir 
houfe of commons, that power without whofe aid ' - 
your fovereign can not undertake a ^war, or' tf he ' 
does, . will undertake it in vain, for who will filrnifli 
him with fupplies ? that power which fe the grand 
macliine that direfts the motion ot the whole nation. 

Will the catholic gentleman, a man of genius, 6f^ 
knowledge ' and information, when he fees the' 
meaneft man in the ftate, poiTeffed of every - privi- ' 
lege he himfelf has j will he, thiiik you reft his ^ 
claims here, ol: will -he acquiefce in your decifibn? 
No,-^^And this will be the confe^uence', "if you gi^ ' 
the catholic a right of fuffrage^ and detiyhim thie^ 
right of reprefentatiim*— When you diflWbute thiis 
pattiaMy, the more eagerly will every maii^deifiand' 
what he thinks is ftiU due to him. When, ^ there-/ 
fore,.you give the catholic this power of fuflrage, ' 
will you perfuade him to be content, and to di}^ no* 
more ? You will by giving only a part^ fcohfirm • 
him in the belief that he has a right to more ; abd*" 
what ftill r>emains will have in his :^yes ten ririies^ 
more, value than its intrinfic worth, Wl).at was it"^ 
;firft formed: thofe feparate and diftinffeiniterefts of^ 
' proteftants and catholics ? Not virtiie not wifddhi. 
Ic was political jealoufy, and pglltlcall iniquity. ' -It • 
maybe fairly affirmed there^were no protef>;inti? Be- 
fore the time iof Henry the 8th.. At the conqueft 
the conquerors and th6 conquered w€re of the'larrie 
^erfuafion as to 'religion. 

In the reign of Charles the firft, the old and new 
Irilh formed a complete confederacy ^ the revolution • 

formed 



224 C O M M O N S: Fei. z±, 

formed a fepa^tioH, and confirmed' the wwdt of , 
the prcseftant, in oppofitiou to that of tm catho« 
lie. It was the pQlicy of England, whtch,an order 
to check and goVifrxi one party by axxbther , diatjociade 
feparate iatereftsr Ic wasi the policy of England, * 
\patchful of that divifion, that forbid cathoKts and 
proteflants to iatermsurry^ It was the iknie- foVicf 
that forbid them to be educated together i in fliort 
to participate in the lame common r^bts, and thus., 
fplit the fame country Into two diftin^^ na^Qias.>^*« 
Did this fyftem anfwer its purpc^ ? Nov Did the 
fteps taken to render this feparation e&diKd: pro.^ 
duce the falutary confequences intended by it ? 'Bf 
no means*' 

What is th<t conftquence« of this pemicicnts policy * 
at this day ? You are not furei the cathotic mind is 
prepared to l^eive qualificiatiojis now, which yoo' 
ai;e convinced they have a right to obtain : although 
as a religioii it is as good as any other.— For what 
influence tl^e C9u|^t*€i£,]^mrfe everhpid in this coiinirjg, 
is now n^fqi^e^r ^i(9^well known attachment the - 
people'oi ^bp#laod^ had to th^ Stuart iamily, has^ cea^ 
cd with il^ 6ibje£l.'-*-^He thcri produced the rcfalu- 
tion& publifiied .by the catholics, and' dwelt particu^ 
latly on the ift, ad, 4th, and 6.th ;~^ and on readi^- 
ing the 2d article, he obT<^ved on it; that thei man 
whp holds that article, is as good a ptoteftancasany . 
^ man that iat in that houfe; as good a moral and 

^ political man a^ any fubje^ bis majefly has* He then 

t^ad that artide^ which he called the engme^. the 
church had fet up to batter down* all legal attach^ 
ment of fubjefts to their fovereign, the clbfeft; tieffof- 
men in-fociety* The fentiments, fir, contained in 
thefe refutations,, ar^ thofe of true and found^ chrif'* 
tianity, of bienevolence, of humanity. Let no man 
tell me that a perfon capable of breathing:fuch:iibeA ^ 
ral fentiments^ can ever be a bad chriiTian^ a bad 
fubjcA^ era bad tijan, It is impoffible^ Hn Even 

I were.- 
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were their clergy difpofed, (which I atn fure would 
hot be the cafe) to exerctfc their fpiritual power oveY . 
the laity, or rheir indulgencies to the abfdlving them 
from their allegiance td their fovereign, it would be 
in vain— ^they could eflfefl: nothing, either at thi^ 
or even at any future p^iod. In the latter cafe, 
their ittachment to the houfe of Stuart, Would ren- ' 
der any fuch attempt abortive ; in the httpr, their 
intereft would attach them to the eftabliftifed go- 
vernment ; and admiuiflration w^bld be glad by 
any favours to attJich them to itfelf : But reft affur- 
ed, that this would be fo far, notwithftanding, frpm 
forming a collifion between that body arid adminit 
tration, in oppofition to you^ that the catholic would 
ever look up for any favour, any objeft he had ift 
view, not to the king, but to youi 

Was it then raifing the credit of parliament td 
fupport the penal laws, to refufe catholic etnancipa- 
lion ? Ah ! now gentlemen on both fides, you find 
yourfelves degraded, funk, fo degraded as to lofe 
your fenfibility and become callous to your own tur- 
pitude.— You cannot produce a fingle Irifti gentle- 
man who concerted with you on the nieafure, fo as 
to be able tp reconcile your conduft to yourfelves as 
the refult of cool and impartial deliberations. But 
you caa't be too forward in your own opinion ; for 
thofe who renounce all fenfe of fhame know no li* 
ntits either of modefty or ^ifcretion. — 'Twas wifely 
done^ you think, to tell the catholic he was td 
look to the crowuj jiot to this houfe for his emanci- 
pation, for the right of civil fociety— ^Refleft but for 
a moment, and you will perceive the folly, the ab- 
furdity of leaving it in the power of adminiftration 
to make a merit of granting thofe favours that ought 
to proceed from you. Let that filly bill be kicked 
out of thehdufei Let another be brought !n that 
may not be a difgrace to your ftatme books, wife 
ttnd eomprdi^nfive in its obje£t— Prove yottrfelveg 
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men of underitai^ding, and regdy fd exoiirace your-' 
catholic brethren : affociata them to yourfehres ; 
le^ve th^m nothing to \fri(h ; and if ever you fhbuld 
hereafter think you. h^d any reafoato repent of your 
indulgence,, let them have nothing to anSfwer. — ^You 
mil be told ther^ is rifque in giving a participation 
of power ;— -that is dangerous* If you had been 
dealt with €andid)y> you had rather grant unfolicit^i- 
e4? than yield with apparent relu£bince — ^no man 
c^n fay he is rpiore ne^l'ly interefted in the politics o£ 
thi3 country than I am— men part at times unwii*- 
lipgly with power ; and this is one of thofe times : 
but it is the effeQ: of prejudice, not of rea^ or 
jirfl:ice« TbiiUc of Iriih union, thinks of Irifh gra- 
vitude— Believe me, they will lofe alLrecolle£kion of 
former divifions and the caufes of thofe divifions ; I 
pledge myfelf and declare on my honour I had not 
cpnnexion, the flighteft cojnmunication with any 
catholic ever i|i refpeft to my political fentiments-; 
nor had apiy catholic the fmallef^ hint of my opi- 
nion of the prefcnt queftioa before my coming this 
day into this houfe^ But I know the charafter oi 
Irifliinen is tendernjefs of heart, and ardour of fpi- 
iij:-*and it is on this principle 1 feel myfelf inte- 
refted in their caufe, 

. Mr. George Ogle got up, and with great agitation 
of mind, exclaimed againft the bill and its principle^ 
in tot a. He faid he wiis dirmclined to the committal 
of that bill. That protettant afcendancy, he now 
fs^w, was only, a mere phantom^ becaufe there was 
no honour in the proteftants themfelves. He defired 
thegreat chara^et^ to confider what they were about 
doing. Their conduft, he confidered a mean; 
cringing, mode -of eledioneering. That as to his 
own^ however he may be miftaken, he would ad up 
to thie principles of an honeft man. In whatever 
light, the world, would confider his condu£l, would- 
r^lefk (^fgra^^ pa himfelf alone. He. had no child 
^Wflient his father's depravity. I now a(k you, do 
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icatholics thank .you ? I fay, fi<>. H$kd r|ie f rpteftanf^ 
i9{ this country l conftitationi No. It is all a jo^ 
of the minifter. A^ fdr hii^fejif^ h^ knew npthinflr 
t>{ bigotry J hscd nothing of perfeeution in his n^r 
ture, and therefore he the mpare eafijy reconciled it 
to himfelf never to vote for th«it bill. 

Right hon. David Latouche f^id,, that having b^ 
fpgre fpoke a few wjords on the queftion th^n before 
^ houfe, he would not at prefent tafc^ up the timf 
of the houfe^ had it not beeQ forjhe language he 
had heard froiA fome gentlemen — hojped he wpul^ 
be permitted to fpeaka few words iBd|f$--,h^ would 
be Very brief. He fat thirty years in that bouf^ be 
&id, ^nd he thought conducted bimielf ?^% inde- 
pendently of any faction or party as alffy.Qther. man 
in it. He had frequently voted for b^tH parties^ 
?Brhen he thought they were doing i^ghtT^wfiea 
wfoi^, be had voted agiinii j^bem*. lie had con- 
tinual incercourfe with Roman catholics, 'oh aCcpunt 
of his numerous tenantry of thai perfuafipn. , He 
•had voted for a repeal of the penal Iaws-r-w6uld dp 
any thing for their fupport -but begged 1/eaVe to be 
uhderftood — ^he never would vote foi: a Roman ca- 
iholic's fitting in that houfe, hor.for giving the elec-; 
tive franchife to a Roman catholic— rand concluded 
with toying he was ready to give fo harfli a name to 
fhe conduct of other men, who fheVed themfelves 
to forward in this bufinefs, as tip f:all it mifguided. 

Hon. Col, i^utckinfmj in a fpeech abounding with 

folid learnwg, and which from tfie elegsTnce of the 

' cbmpofition, the excellence of the fubjciEt, aiid the 

zeal of the fpeakfer, did no lefs honour to his head 

and heart than lo his judgment and tafte, obfetve4 

that if novelty cojild conftitutp the panegyric of i 

country, that the bill, which was the fubjeO: of that 

iiight*s debate, prefentcd a fubjea nfevc iii itfejf, 

»and whofe iffiie wouicl be eitlier the glory pr the 

feame of that houfe. We have, fir, heard thefe 

• wails re-echo with reiterated . acclamatidns, lipt ^ of 
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estultation but reproach -when you drove many of 
ills majcfty's braveft and moft faithful fubjecls to en*- 
^ge in foreign fervices. Are the protectants, lir, 
in mental powers fuperior to their catholic brethren ? 
fuperior in attachment to their country ?-r-^Neither. 
i— rl know not what kind of liberty that was you had 
pafled without their help. Thofe who have Hated 
that fuch men have engaged in foreign fervices, arc 
the very men who cannot defend their own houfes 
yithout their affiftance. Read the hillory of Eur 
rope, you will find what they have been and what 
they are. Thofe are the men who crowde^d the 
Tanks of your armies, filled your navy. What has 
Ijeen their reward ? To be immediately condemned 
to flavery ! Your cathqlic brother is the flave. You 
enjoy liberty by his labour. That was conftantly the 
happy effefl: of their fignalizing themfelves for you, 
aiid for your country. It were happy for catho- 
lics, if they could reft their claim on fome firna 
ground. The wifeft.men of England and Ireland 
looked with indignation and abhorrence on the treatr- 
mem they met with. 

At firft he had no idea that the catholic franchife 
,was neceffary to their emancipation. — ^He now 
thought far otherwife.-^The clergy, he faid, pre- 
fided too much on the laity, and the hierarchy, on 
the whole, religion has placed this country behind 
moft of Europe.r-^The eflfeds of perfecution havo; 
Hot been able to alienate the catholic from the pro- 
teftant. But he faw the time approach, when every 
penal ftatute would be no more, when not the 
fmalleft diftinftion in political interefts will fubfift, 
and when every thing is done away, in the room qf 
proteftant afcendancy, there will fucceed union and 
friendfhip between the catholic and the proteftant-r- 
Hoped all former jealoufies would now ceafe, aad 
there would foon be an end to this only conteft, 
which he thought would only promote the good of 
Ireland. You are now engaged in war vfith a pep- 
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.J M^iop ^^i^ fdld^' that ^s he ^ws the firft-pietfiwi 

entire and total emancipation to the Roman catho- 
Jks t)f IxebmA, iie felt fatsnielf <:aUed upon to fay a 
vcTf &w wordi in answer lo fome ai^unnents whidi 
had been nrged againfl: the meafure^ 

He difclaimed its belonging to party ; It was of 
t^ great raagmtude, and he <h6\dd hold that man 
the m<^ iAlamous In fockty j ifirh^ could fpon with 
tlie feeiKi^ot dlree tnilHons fit (o unworthy a pur* 
ppfe. 

He denied it could affe£t the intereft of the pro* 
teftaijt religion, vhich he refpefted. But ,hc 
thox\ght the idea of aftendancy, as applicable to re- 
ligjonj not ojnly weak, but nearly impious. What 
had religion to do with it ? 

The Holy Author of our religion preached againft 
afcendancy j he preached humility, aiid you 49 ^ot 
find in the bible, frbpi Gen^fis to Revelations, one 
word of commiffioner$ pf the revenue or excifej pr 
tafters^f wine$, gcc* 

It is a queftion of power, not between the king and 
his people, for their intereft is, and I hope always 
If ill he the feme; but between fourrfiftW of: the 
|)eople of Ireland on the one part;, and a fisw inte^ 
Tefted individuals on th^ other, wiio, like all mo^ 
^lopolifts, ^iih to e^cli^de others from ^ ibare* 

It Is fo with the monppaUfts of the India trade in 
England ; it is fo with thofe of the African trade in 
England ; and it is fo with th^ m^aoppUte <# the 
Irifli flay« trjide* 

1 fhall p»fs oyer the fpee^h of i^ l^arftfd 
member ( Doftor Duignan ), as it applied to 
every thiisig but the petition which had l>een 
a&ually b^^re the houie. The only afienion 
rdailve to k teemed to be, ti^t fuch laws as 
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J)le, featcts of civil govemmcftt-j'-But yon can do 
Nothing without the aid of your catholic brethren* 

Colondi Cunningham next obferved, that gentle^ 
men formed their opinions from this town and its 
neighbourhood. 

That no wonder the fupplications of 35000,000 
of people had zk> ^e& on certain gentlemen of 
crooked policy, who fit in this houfe only to with« 
draw all connexion between this country and £ng« 
JamL , , 

That he thought however the Rom^.cathoUcs 
were daily increafing in their demands— Their 
claims in the courfe of lad: year extended no farther 
than the eledive franchife and trial by jury. 

Mr, Chamberlaine objeAed to the granting any 
(hare in the legiflature to any but under due qualifi^ 
cations. The law had wifely provided a qualifica*- 
tion^ to which he faw nothing in the catholic reli« 
jgion that could be a prohibition. 

" Tbe teft inftituted at the Revolution was a poli-« 
tical tcft : but that of Ireland in particular was a 
religious one, fmce an Irifli catholic may hold aR 
the articles of the church of Rome, and yet abjure 
all the articles of the Revolution/ 

The iteligion of the catholic attaches him to the 
monarchical part of the conftitution ; and in that 

f enfe is in itfelf a parliamentary reform. 
^ . .■.■•-' 

He confidered the ele&ive franchife the reftora* 
tion of a right ; he would therefore infift upon i^— « 
t^t would at the fame tln^ infift, that the parti^ 
cipation ought to be gradual, not a full oneauoge- 
then 

Major 
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tkey complained of might be on the books, but 
were not put in force. Sir, faid Major Doyle, if 
they are too bad to^ be enforced, th^y are too bad to 
be there, and I never will confent to entruft the li- 
berty of my feUow-fubje£bs to the caprice, or even 
th« good-nature of the magiftrate. Away with the 
difinal code! compared- with it, the Draconian code 
was mercy. The fword of Damocles, hung with a 
fingle hair over my head, is a greater punifliment 
than though it fell and crufhedt ma. 

It is faid, if catholics get the franchife, they will 
fpeedily acquire landed property. Why, fir, they 
muft fir ft obtain frediolds, for the bill only gives 
them eligibility ; then they will vote for their land- 
loifd j if he be a good CHie, as the diflfenters do indif- 
criminately, without regard to religion. 

But how are the catholics to get the landed pro- 
perty ? it is one hundred to one againft them in 
llmded property-*-and' will both parties magically 
change their qualities on the paffing of the bill ? 
The proteftant to become -idle and diflipated, and 
tlie catholic induftrious and frugal, fo as by induftry, 
to pur chafe all the landed property. — Why, fir, if 
they fliould ever be fuperior in numbers and alfo in 
landed property, you could not, nor ought not pre- 
vent their having a pre-eminence in the ftate. Look 
fir, faid he, to Canada — fee there a conftitutioh 
framed by his prefent majefty, afferted by his piefent 
minifter. Their bpufe of affembly, (i^ anfwerable 
to our houfe of commons,) confifts of 50 members, 
of which 35 are catholics and 15 proteftants. The 
bufinefs of government and the country goes on 
well. The 35 are there, not in confequence of their 
catholicity, but becaufe they have the landed pro- 
perty, which muft and ought al\v;iys to prevail. — I 
mention this to fljiew that when po^wcr is oat of the 
queftion, religion wiU be very, quiec 

To this may be objefted the capitulation of Mon- 
treal, to which I oppofe the capitulation of Lime- 
rick. 
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rick. Let the one anfwer the other ; but I care roI; 
for capituliations-^their claim for freedom reds on 
better ba(is--*they derive it from God and from 
Nature. 

It is faid, they will obtain the high offices of the 
(late — but gentlemen forget it is the king who giv'es 
them away, and of coiirfe will not chufi^ tbe^ fedi-^ 
tiousis 

It is faid the poorer fott don t wi(h the franchife j 
I know not how people can learn their opinion^ 
They probably, are ignorant of the toeaning of the= 
ternl^ but if they knew, that by having it, they will 
be protefted from being turned out of their farms^ 
to make room for freeholders,! they will then thank 
you for the franchife. But it is faid that this feldom 
happens — Sir, we have all often feen advertifements 
for lands to be let, *^ and none but a proteftant need 
'^ apply.** I have one in my handy faid he,- within 
the laft fortnight to the fame effeft. It is alked will 
the catholic be fatisfied with this bill ? Sir, it would 
be prefumption to anfwet for any body of men. But^ 
I have no doubt they will be grateful to their fove- 
reign and the legiflature,* for what they do get — of 
courfe they: would ]^q ftill better pleafed to get more. 
But, if they were loyal before with their former op- 
preffiort, furely they will not be lefs fo when they 
are materially relieved- It would be abfurd to fup- 
pofe they would never look further- " The higher 
*' you alee, id to the hill, the more extended will be 
*' the view'* Let us give then fpeedily " qui dat die 
*« dat bis/* Away with the left handed wifdom of 
governing by divifions ! Govern a whole people !-- 
Let us give generoufly, and have *^no craving void 
♦^ left aching in the breaft.** 

Mr. Graydon fpoke but few words intended as i 
caution to cuard againft the danger of extending^ 
privileges of any bojy of men without the greateft 
leferve^ . 
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Mr. Grattan,4-l could wifli the bill under youT^ 
confideration had gone farther. I could wiili that 
it had given the ronian catholics the privileges of 
other diflcnters. , I am fure that i6 the only- 
found policy. I think, TioWever, the bill deferves / 
thanks, becaufe it contains much, and ^fo be*- 
taufe it leads to much more-^but I muft fay the 
mover had difcovered more feafe if he had given 
to the catholics the whole now, and had fettled 
with them for ever. ) 

The fituation of the roman catholics is reduci- 
ble to four propofitions ; they are three-fourths 
of your people pstying their proportion of noat 
12,000,000/. of taices, without any fhare in the re- 
jprefentation or expenditure ; they pay your church 
eftablifhments, without any retributions; * they 
difcharge the adive and laborious offices of life, 
tnanufafture, hufbandry and cdninierce, without 
thofe franchifes which art annexed to tlie fruits 
of induftry, arid they replenifh your armies and 
navies, without cdmmiflion, rank, or reward j 
tinder thefe circumftanc^s, and uiider the fiirthei" 
recommendation df total and Entire political fe- 
paration from any foreign prince or pretender, 
they defire to be adtaitted to the franchife of the 
conftitutiori : I have liftened id your objedions 

with great refpecl give me leave to anfwer 

them. 

The firft objection I heard, is the petition of 
the catholics to his majefty ; but, who is there 
that does not fee the queftion to be, whether the 
catholics are aggrieved, and not how thofe griev- 
ances have been ftated by their committee. But 
even, on the ground of the petition, if as in a cafe 
of bill and anfwer,^you choofe, to wrangle, you 
will find their petition is fubftantially true — it 
complains that the catholic, by law, cannot carry 
arms — the law is fo — it complains that the catho- 

H h lies, 
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lic> oh refufihg to dScover iKeir arcgis, are liable 
to be whipped. Tnat law is yet ;h 'force, and ^- 
Xiafty it fta^tes, fite great and "radical grievance, 
tha^ the cathplics are excluded from the franchtfe 
of tTie cohTfifuiioii j and about Ithat coihplarnt, 
tVere is ho doubt; tlie petitidii fhbf elFore cannot 

. ]u6;ify ajrefiifarfb a^inihifter redrets, even if'ffie^^ 
redrefs a^cnaed on the manner of lormng their 
petition. %ut 'fhe fecohd objection goes oh Droa'd- 
er and bolder grounds^ and ihfifts oh the deme- 
rits of the i^tholics j it '^ates, Wat the catholics 
abhor all proteuantSj and ney^ were, nor arc^ 
nor ever 'will be, loyal tubfefts to a^roteiftaht 
king; and it atferts in particular/that in eVeiy 
war and in ^vf^arebeliiohs^ Circe tnefev^ 
the catholics liave cxerf ed themfelvcs to the belt 
of their power, agamft tneir king and country, 
and h^ye pefides, beep guuty or various domei- 
tic infurreftions* ^he laft part of tne opjeffio^ 
Scarcely deferves holice j it pfbpoles that jih'e ca- 
tholic inhabrtahts 6f 32 counties feould be pu- 
nifiied for the '^iuurbahces of fix j it proppfes 
that the oiences of a. local niob fhouTd be vHiled 
oh the cbihniuhity at feirge, and that tlie Iffiiite 
offences of that local 'mob mould be puhilhed by 
the eternal disfrancliiremeht of tne community ; 
it makes the crimes of the jhah the pretext for 
the profecution of the feft ; it proceeds on a prin- 
ciple that would disfranchife evbry part of his 
majefty's dominions, where riots have exifted, 
and almoft every great city, the city of London 
in particular — it proceeds oh a prihdple /which 
argues from the particular to the uhiverfal, and 

, which in logic is falfe reafoning, ihd ih pbTitics 
is a departure fi'ohi the principles, not of feafon 
only, but of jiiftice, of hiimahity, ahd of cHafijty. 
This laift part of the objection, I fay Icarcely re- 
quires an anfwer J the nrft does — ^it fiates, that 

after 
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aliter the articles o£ Limeri^ the catholic troops 
reieded general Ginkle*s offer, and almoft to a man 
[^pt^ tp the enemy. This is not hiftoiy ; the 
is-otherwife ; it has been made to. appear al- 
rea^X hy my hpn. friend from yndoubtecf autho- 
iJi^y^ that 19, regiments of the catholic army at 
tliaj' tim^ J9jn?d king Willianu 'The pbieAion 
proceeds to another mifreprefentation, and flates 
*hat the Irifh brigade is conftantly recruited and 
•ofecered ^-om Ireland. The fa^ is not; fo. Here 
again ^he Qbjedipji, in matter of faft, totally and 
iiptpripuily fails- The \ifh brigade is not con- 
ftafltly recruited and officered from' treland, but 
on th^ contrary, few of its officers, and very few 
of its men arq recruited from Ireland. Gentle- 
men will diftinguifh between officers of Irifli fa- 
if^ilies and of Irifli birth^ ^nd they will diftinguilh 
al4 betw^n a regiment beariiig ^n Ixifli mme, 
and a regiment filled with Iri^men. Thcj firft is 
ihe cafe of th§ Iriijhi Jbrigade, and the latter is not ; 
iand for the refutation of this part of the obiec- 
^on, I ^peal to the l^i^owledge aid the candour of 
gcntkinen who have fe<en fervjce, and who ncmft 
know the charge, that t,he Inih brigade is cp»i- 
ftafltly pfficered ancj, recruited from Ireland, to b^ 
abfolutely deftitute of foundation,' The obiec* 
tion proceeds, arid ftates that 1 6,000 Jrifli catho- 
lies fpught againft great Britain in the American 
war. I believe th^ number of ' thofe Irifli to be 
greajtly magnified j arid fure I am that this de- 
fcription is not juft ; thofe Irifli Were in great 
ri^umbers — ^Preflbyterians of the North, not catho^ 
lies pf the South ; they emigrated in great bpidies, 
and they continue now to emigrate to America 
from the North of Ireland, not for f ebellign, but 
for land, or a better condition. Your fellow fub- 
jecls have eniigrated from poverty at home, and 
fometimQs h2^ve met war 5 and if you wifli never 
' ' ^ " Hh z to 
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to meet them in arms in other countries, your 
method fliould be to give them a better condition 
at home. The objeclion proceeds, and ftates, tha^; 
great bodies of Irifh fought againft England at 
St. Euftatiaand Sf. Lucia; here again the objec- 
tion fnls in point of fijft ; — great bodies of Irifli- 
m-n did not fight againift. England at St. Euftatia 
ro.d St. Lacia. There was indeed ^ regiment of 
i8oOj> coninianded by general Dillon^ the Iriflibri- 
gade^ and this, I fupppfe, the objeftor conceives 
to be tli.ofe great bodies of Iriihmen ; but that re- 
giment was chiefly compofed of Dutch, and of 
the recruits of various nations, and' of very few 
Irifh ; and here again I appeal to the gentlemen 
on the fervice, whether this part of the' objeclion. 
is not, like th? other parts, entirely unfounded* 
The objeclion proceeds and ftates, that the Irilh 
catholics fupply the fleets and armies of the cne-- 
mies in a much greater proportion than thofe of 
great Britain ; this I muft pofitively deny ; they 
fupply the fleets apd armies' of the enemy in S 
very trifling proportion, and they fupply the fleets 
and armies of great Britain in a very great and 
abundant proportion. * In the laft war, of 80,000 
feamen, .50,000 were liifli names; in Chelfea,' 
near pne-third of the penfionef s were Irifh names ; 
in fome of the men of war almoft the whole com- 
plement of rnen were Irifli. ' With refpefl: to the^ 
recruiting fervice, it is a fa6l known to the gen- 
tlemen ot the armyj that fince-they have recruit- 
ed for the foot in Ireland, the regiments have been 
filled in a great proportion v/ith Irifh catholics. 
I do not mean to fay, that the Irifh catholics have 
fupplied his majefty's fleets and armies abundant-, 
ly J biit fo abundantly, and in fo great'a propor- 
tion, that the recruiting fervice could hot well go 
on without them. I appeal again to gentlemen 
wjio have feen fervice^ to their knov/ledge in this' 

particular, 
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particular, and their candour ; and I affirm that 
this part of the objeftion, like the other parts, has 
no foundation whatfoevf r. The objection pro- 
ceeds and ftates, that fome of the proteftants arc 
nearly as criminal as the papifts ; thefe proteftants 
are the perfons who took a part for the emancif- 
pation of Ireland, and the objeftion complains that 
fome of their meafures were paffed into laws ; — 
thofe meafures were the emancipation of the 
country in 1782, and thofe ill-afFefted men were 
the parliament, that is the king, lords, and com- 
mons that paffed thofe afts of emancipation ; — 
the objeftion compares the perfons concerned 
therein to the catholic rebels before the revolu- 
tion ; and at the fame time it reprefents the ca- 
tholics fince the revolution, as well as before, as 
difaiTefted : here is the divifion under which this 
pbjedion defcribes his majefty's fubjefts ; all the 
catholics difloyal, and all the proteftants, who 
lately took part for the emancipation of Ireland, 
viz, thb kinff, lords, and commons, difloyal like- 
Wife, more difloyal than the catholics fince the re- 
Volution, and very like thofe catholics who before 
the revolution were lexecuted for rebellion. Thus 
the objeflion ends in general defamation, and fee- 
ble infatuation;— a pro(^f how bigotry will extin- 
fuifli the force of the mind, impair its principles, 
>anifli the virtues of the citizen, and the charity 
of the chriftian.^ 

*^ The next objeftion is, that the roman cathdiics 
now have every thing fliort of political power, to 
which I muft obferve, that the objeftion proves 
two things^ an ignorance of the nature of liberty, 
a:nd the fituation of the catholic — civil and politi- 
cal liberty, depend on political power, that com- 
munity that has no fliare whatfoever, direftly, or 
indireftly, in political power, has no fecurity for 
f ts political or civil liberty ; — the example of the 
* catholic 
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tsk^. %W ^^s, witif. It did to— fi^ft. % p^rijaqnimj^ i 

Wif ^%4^.^9, J?.is ifljpe, k did Co— %h %p?ffl^-' | 

jl^DiJ; JDfjJi ^oti?r ixito bi^ domeftic c^cpijiQipy^ ^j^5( ^ 

(et .9^1 iu$^ childjjeu li>; d^fy. tT^ fatJUr* it 45? fe 
•=y%fStl^R^ tK?^ utility of at^emptiiig 1;o cQp- 
^juape'tfie ^a^Holic (kj^'t he vj^y ^X^ |^ ^^^ity cJt 
yii l^b^rtx, 'without awy flari? qf politic^ P9;^es?, 
^wfiea^ Ijpii^ pj^doji fi^tuajtipp k. ^ ^^pp^riipejital rq-. 
^ta^ft 91 tl^at f^cv?us fopluftry, and a ra^Qf 
..a^ ?P 99^^W^\^y ^.^in Ippg eB)9^ qivij U^rty 
iRp^e^ k^ys- that b^ye e:?^chjcieil. tM* 6^Qm 3^ 

?f?, ?9,n^m?^nUy b^ye 4 %c;wty fti?; civil Kbq^ty 
wj^go %fc liberty p^^x bp tal^eq. away, by aj^y 
ho0y. whe^e ibfiy baye ^q aijitl^oriify j biiit i^ i^ 
fi^ofe^i^ tjie f-a^ hayg qvil liberty, c^vt^fi- 
^ u>ey have poi ;J tbey bay<J Opt ftee apd unfet- 
teted, tie rights of educauoji ; they have not; U)^ 
{j^l bf^ijeftt ot tnal by jury, fo;- tjiey are jexclyded 
^?9W:P?!^ty juries, ia forcie c^fes, ^i)d from grapil 
juries ip almofl: all, and th^y haye. ijpt the rigbti 
of fclf defence, for they cannot can;y arms; no 
m^n wans to fay that a Ucenf? to ^n iridiyidual 
at thcj arbitrary \yiU of a priyy cQP«cil, to cajxy 
aCTa5, is a fubftitute foi: a right of felf defence; 
Iji^dg; the Uw, he is eyer liable to be qusilioij^d 
on lufpicion o£ haviqg arms, and iubj^<^ to aij in- 
quifition inftijiutpd againft the principles of fqlf 
defence ; he is liable to be yrhipped if 'he ri^fufes 
to make diicovery, for the law ba^ not expired, 
and though his dif^oyery is AO evidence againft 

hinf. 
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am, y<k his WftiM is S5^%piag ; itlsthfercfort 

imiag Ih^p that ^ l»^(M fo i^frcrcrmfhtficfed ^ 
even civil liberty, ftill left thy fecurfty fuv itt 
cbAtirftiafion-; lS\k ft Is IMd, %ie fe tm W fifaxc 

>tincl, aS ffie ftrfraiithlfad ^rcAdlax^^ ^iftefli 

ierly de&iid. 

Iftdtefekfits Mvihg tlWSjpferty^ 
Jropei^, c^kvery geiifeftlfy Wte— itaffatWfe, that 

t!ic '£yiftl)61 tff ^dj^rty ; Bdt the protfeftaflt tvho 
Kfe-rfo blx^rty, artfdtft <5(!ftii|a5finihat life has tio 
^te~fie fe % ftbfiipfS^ifetdr, Slid dfxidtftfe is liot 
afeaf^ By la^s fiSifig dt f €gtflatii%^pr5t)dfty ; 
Ife is af iflager On yoftir laH^M, 6^ a g&eft^your 
fibtife, aftd las ho pretefifidns tt) the regabtfdins 
tfta^cbf ; mtliie cath6lic%h6 is a^it^fetcr may 
^tbkj^feifa^ bccatiTe Kis jpfi^fty ts tasfed^nd re- 
lated \Wthd^t his eiiftifeHt- iSlr- 'Bymie com- 
ttiifes, he^j{)iy^ to the reVeSfie ftfcar i do^cod/. an- 
[^By , ilia hks lib Vbte. >J&» Ife^ll* no vote^ 
but he JiSts rf6thi%, there Is nt) Tdfettittence, 
tMrtfbre, i9et^eeh the efifra[fidiifed prdtcftant 
^nd diisfraritfiiSd caCh\iIic ; ^r, if ^ny, the re- 
fenBlahcJe 5s that t)ee\(^6en a fflan ti^i'o is robbed, 
aitrd a ttah who lias nothi^ to "be it>bbtd of — 
ihe teati, the frbfits of wh^le ifidtltoy ait taken 
without his fcoitfent, dhd the tiiaiiwho has no in- 
dtlftry from whtSrce ;^rofits cottfd arife^— the dif- 
liereiicte b^et!weeh a tiHifibh bf the i^ights ^f na- 
Me. ixjad ttorie. 

*Ilie tithclic proprtetftr aplpeafs itideed to be 
on *a level witli the proteftaiit Beggar, but is not. 
^e prbtcftaht beggar is one of the c&mmtmity 
of fihe tegffliltibh, thotigh nbt a fharer therein j he 
is of that tiibe for whofe benefit the laws are 
'ftt^&t. In this cbnhtry thfefe ate two cbdes of 
^Ke^S J btfe f&r Ihe |)tb«ftiaht fe^, ailothibr for the 

Tht lfegitta¥i>re feas a coifitoOn intereft 

with 
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vfiHx tfie one, and againft the other. The ^o^ 
teftant beggar has therefore an advantage over 
the catholic proprietor* 

It is objeftdd they aire not fit for freedom. The 
elcftive franchif e afts dire<^ly on menj not mea- 
fures. MontefquieUj I need not remind you, ob- 
fcrves, that the people are good judges of charac- 
ter, though not always of things* Do you think 
the roman catholics adequate to that ? Is, there ^ 
man in the houfe who has a name, of whofe cha- 
rafter they "are not fully apprifed, who has fup^ 
ported, who has oppofed certain meafures ? . The 
prefs has made every charadrer a public fubjed ; 
our converfations are known, our principles of 
aftion are very well known. As to the meafures^ 
can we fuppofe the romati catholics ixrcapable of 
judging of therti? They are not complicated ; the 
meafures of Ireland are domeftic regulations. 

The faft of their unfitnefs is not true; but if 
it were^ if they are not rational enough to choofe 
a man to ferve ia pafUament, how; criminal muft 
you have been who have governed them, and un- 
der whofe government, for a century> they have 
not acquired the power to exercife their rational 
^^'lc^lties• Your government (fuppofing the phargi- 
ei to be true, which I utterly deny) muft have 
been more horrible than the worft of tyrannies ; 
^ it muft have done worfe than take away property, 
life, or limb \_ it muft have brutalifed your own 
I'pccies. But the truth is otherwife j they are not 
bcafts; — ^yo^ are not tyrants* I can coUeft from 
the charge fome meaning, though I cannot cfoUedl 
your conclufiop ; I colled that the catholicsiiave 
lived apart from you, and therefore you are in- 
clined to think them an inferior fpecies ; and per- 
haps, though they do not labour under a moral 
incapacity, yet from the feparation of focieties 
they have not all your advantages. What then 

i& 
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fe the e^il? the feparatmii.— What the caufe? 
Thfc liW.-i-What is the remedy ? The repeai of 
thela^^S. 

The ofejeftfons at laft take the turn of felf de- 
fence,, and urge, th^t if yoti gRfe the eleftive 
fi-aiichife^ you give away the powen No, yoii 
gaih it ; for at prefent you hai^e it hot— the evttii 
^|lf be the reverfe of your apprehei!rfion. Th6 
pTofeftan^ Wbuld not give away ihe eleAiVe fran- 
thife, h6 5*^otiId get it. The proteftant indivi- 
diial h now jt raonopoKH: againft a protcffant peo- 
ple. The oW^rehy, with the crown, has the bq- 
rou^h— the adftocracy has a great portion of the 
counties. This they call a proteftant afcendaftcy> 
but this is a monopoly againft a proteftant ped- 
ple. Sbtne of the proteftants have underftood it 
rightly; — they have feen what the effence of the 
eleiflive fralichife is in its extent ; that confined, it 
i^ the frade of the individual; in order to take it 
back from the individual and reftore it to the 
proteftant people, it is neteflary to multiply the 
eleftors, for even men in numbers canndt become 
pi^opetty^ the borough may; thie bbrough pa*- 
trohs, of whatever religion, will be an ariftocracy*^ 
the eleftors, of whatever religion, willbe a peo- 
ple. On eledions th^re are three parties*— the 
miliiftef, the ariftocracy, and the people. You 
have thrown out of the fcale of the latter a great ; 
pbrtibn of your own weight, and therefore you 
ate light ; f eliore that portion to the fcale of the 
^ebple, arid you will recover that gravity: the 
€ffe<Eb therefore of this participation will be to re- 
ftore to the proteftant people their elective autho- . 
tity. As an exainple of your weaknefs, the whole 
power of the eteftive franchife has not created, in 
ih6 proteftant body, a proteftant afcendancy ; 
ifiacf frbih it the proteftant eleftors have not hceu 
ibie to carry Jt fingle point for thefe laft ten years, 
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nor any point for thefc laft twenty years, except 
in 1770 and 178^, when tHere was otHcr ftrengu 
to ailiu your caufe, and with it the cordial and 
adtive fupport of the catholic community ; as the 
church.of England's eleftors have acquired ftrength 
by communicating die franchife to the prefcyte- 
rians, fo protefiants and prefbyterians acquire 
force by communicating the franchife to the. cai- 
tholicfi-^and, on the fame principle on whkh the 
proteftant ele^Fors exclude the catholics, fo ihould 
that part of them which is called the church of 
England exclude the prefby terians ; the parlia- 
ment and its eledoi:^ would then prcferve what 
they now depart (rpm — ^unity of religion, and 
deilroy unity of inter eft. In a few. words, this 
objedion fays, that in order to preferve the pow- 
er of aproteftant people, we fliould take.precau* 
tion^ that we may be no people at all. lliis*ob'- 
jijedion is entirely blind to the prefentprogr^ls of 
things, and does not fee that the tendency of it is 
not to deifm moft undoubtedly, it is to popery.. 
This objeftion gives no credit to the operation o£ 
aflbciation on the repeal of the peual code ; it al- 
lows Nothing for the growth of liberal opinion ; it 
does not conceive the poflibility of a political cour 
formity ; it cannot conceive one political attach- 
ment in a fociety,vwhofe members, as is the cafe of 
every fociety, entertain their different notions on 
fubjefts of religion. The Qbje<9ion on tlie whole, 
is founded on this pofition,. that two fefts will re- 
tain tlie animofity pf the provocation after the 
provocation is removed^ The objeftion goes far- 
ther ; it fays, that if the cathohcs get the fran- 
chiiie, they will, at length, get fuch ptower in the 
houfe of commons, as to repeal the act of fettle- 
ment, reverfe the outlawries, and fubvert the 
proteftant churchy With regard to the firft, there 
would be a difficulty, fomewhat approaching to 
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an impoflibility, for if thofc outlawries were fet 
afide, and the aA repealed, the eftates would re- 
main ^xaftly where they are. The' title being 
how, by time, another operation would be neceS 
fary; the parliament ihould attaint every prefent 
proprietor ; but that would not do ; a further 
operation is neceflary : the parliament fliould find 
but the lawful heir of the old proprietors, which, 
1 apprehend, would be impoflible ; but, exclufive 
of the impoflibility of the event, I will endeavour 
to give the imagiriary fears of gentlemen other 
reafons.: — Before the catholics could have power 
to repeal the aft of fettlement and reverfe the 
outlawries, they nufft be the parliament, and be- 
fore they become the parliament they muft be 
the landed proprietors of the kingdom ; in that 
event, it is impoffible to fay what they will do ; 
but it is obvious to fay what they will not do j 
they will not change the ft'ate of landed property. 
In further anfwer it is almoft unneceflary to re- 
peat that there arie iio catholics how making 
claim ; that the catholics have folemnly renounc- 
ed it J that they defite you to propound your own 
temis cff renunciation ; that die number who 
could trace a claim is next to nothing ; and that 
the number oi^ catholics interefted in the prefent 
ftate of landed property, by mortgage, purchafe, 
and otherwife, is the majority of the principal 
membeiis' of their community ; but though it is 
unneceflary to urge this now, yet there is another 
thing which cannot be too ftrongly impreffed on 
you, that is the prefent ftate of catholic depref^ 
fion. 

^ Proteftant property is very much in danger. — 
Witnefs the funds, whofe fall is a proof how 
milch you are one ititereft, and what a portion 
of that intereft is the catholics. Do you tremble 
at a vifionary claim ;-^and are you infeniible and 
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ilupid to an e^iftingdiwiputiQ^ ofyo^xi prpjpqfty, 
real pr perfooal. ^he fe^pjp^ Qb]^e^^ou i^j tk^% 
thp church, efta^lifhment yr'Al bj? ^ubverte^- ^ fee 
no reafoq w^Y tbq church fhouM bp iojore ^ 
(ganger froxp, t;V f^thpJips tha,ii frqnj. th^ pr^f^t 
terians, who, in, JreUncI, are the oaajprit/ of the 
protqftantsi.. |f *th? cJiurph i5 io. dap,gpr, it is (ko^ 
me (;imes, not fron;^ the catholics ; and I knf]fvi^ 
of pothipg fq lik:pl)r to ^iicrfafe that d^ngjer as W 
ppppQtion on tlie part qf thp 9h.\;ij;ch to the liberty 
of three part§. of* t||e Vfl.an4^ To. infift on, a fy^eno^ 
of taxatK)n^ \}'ithbu.t- repxefentatipn, in o^der tot 
fe^ure; a fyftem gf tithe, withgyLit <;c^n|foIat;ion, 
would Be to hazard .bpth j but to,fl^,ake. th^eJatcqi: 
ia \ time of (pipe fpe^ulatipn ojq th^. fyp^^ 9.€ 
(jhyrch emolumeifts,* th^e hell ppjicy is to naajj:^ 
thbfe emoluments recondleable to, other intei:eus 



an4 paffioos: 

1 have canfiidcj;e4 the pbj.ed\ops to cajtbpjic 
freedom. I will now corifider the code, of catho- 
lie depreffio.n. X <^ill begin with the. beg;iqning^ 
aiid whej^.yg^^^p^^^^ w^th e^car 

lion. Reflecting thijs pirt of the tubjeft, yput; 
prefent laws ar^ criijiinal on three grounds, quey. 
refufe/a (f^g^^^ the cathoUg in the univqriitY,^ 
apd^ efta^ljlning, a^ f^pa^r^tiop. at th<? tijnQq in. Vfhlch 
friepdfliijpa and. fym^ fpjri^d* ordaiaa 

fcecies of aiTit;i-featei:nit)^ by aift of parliament, ex- 
dudine hiip froip the, right 9^ cdiJiCatipa iii yow 
uniyer^ty, thgy p^clud'^. hioi, frpip . the; right o£ 
endowing, an uniyerfiity for ^ducatipg^ hiinfclf— ^ 
that is^ they ijnippfe igapraijce;by a£t of padia- 
merit, unlefs where they enfiire a third mifchief, 
foreign, ed^^^^^ fjrppx tijis or^gyial error ihe 

law advances 10 mor.e. 
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Thc^y^ have permitted- iptern;gn;iagp as. poUtic ; 
but they have madp it fubji^<$: tp the higheft^ijcflaj-k 
ty Vnpt onlyas iropglitif^but aa.criminjil;) that ai;< 
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fqcifitipAa which i^ thjp parent of every othei:, and 
iejd? 4ire(5Uy ta iwafe an^ mingle into one people : 
th|:y l^ye puiwi|l?4 a,l^4 deterred by difi:^ualifica: 
jioDi. T^tUi^ th^v hg.Ye ordgiir^d reparation on pro- 
p^mtipn, a^d hffvq gone %q the origin of things, 
to lo;S!^ tb^ feed of TOfchief there. They have at- 
^enjpted tQ ffiaji^e two molds for the human fpc- 
jj^es,. ^r^nfnxrtting to. pofterity oppofite charader^ 
iftips ojf iniBlac^lJle we^ki^efs, and inveterate and 
:9;i^ligna^,t roily. They hcve introduced into the 
religiqn of the chriftians the tyranny v^hich dif^ 

traces the Gcntoqs, ^nd which they alfo call re* 
gion,; they h^ve cut apd carved the human fpe- 
cies into diftinft cafts pf perpetual incommuniea- 
tion, ftoppipg th? circulation of the human bloody 
iq ord^ to pjreferve his pride,^ his folly, and his 
i^^ibecUity.-r-DidyoU find that nature fuggefted a. 
Junt to your laws^^by flopping the pregnant con- 
sequences of fueh internoarriages, or by muling 
the iffue of the fi vft degree ? I w^ould allow that 
the CQufent of the mother and father, in one pre- 
i:iik organization of faith, was eflential to human - 
propagation. But, here the honefty of nature de- 
rides the niadnefs of the ftatute, and the wifdoni 
of your inftinft correfts the folly of law. Yon 
ha,v^ nia4e a feparation bet^yeen the fefts in an 
iijilanc^, when an, interconrJGe was rendered necef- 
jkry, not only by your real intereft, but your idle 
fears; — becauJG? that marriage which you deterred. 
4:onfounds thpfe claims, which you effeft to trem- 
ble^ at, ai^d blends catholic pretentions with pro- 
iteftint titfes, while it makes catholic numbers ad- 
xniniijei: to proteftant papulation, and phyfically 
ai?4,politi.cally would, if your ftate of mind admit- 
t(?d of benefit, do you fervice. Your late aft feemed 
feniible of this, and therefore permitted the mar- 
riage^ but permitted it under the penalty of difqua^ 
iijfigation ; that is.,, the law authorfes the aft, and 
u; , <:t . i / punifhcs 
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punifhes it. The law has a giimmcring fenfe of 
its own folly, and goes a little way, juft as in cafes 
where the mind has a fenfe of what is wrong, 
without a love of what is right. — ^Tour law efta- 
'bliihes the principle of intermarriages, and then 
impeaches its own principle ; it at once autho- 
rized and difcredited ; and to complete iht foUy 
of the aft, the punifhment you inflift, is to fall 
cxclufively on thofe of your own perfuafion. The 
Toman catholic hulband is not puniflied for the 
intermarriage with a proteftant, but the proteftant 
hulband is difqualified for the intermarriage with 
a papift. If a proteftant adds catholic claim and 
catholic property to the proteftant community, 
he lofes the rank of a citizen, aiid the community 
of which he is. a member lofes alfo a portion of 
its conftitutiqnal ftrength ; and the number of 
proteftant eleftors, of whofe paucity you com- 
plain, is rendered ftill lefs, by doing an aft which 
you aflFeft to encourage. Thus, in every ftep of the 
progrefs, you yourfelves are puniflied ; you are 
puniflied as individuals, by difqualification, and 
as a free community, by diminution.— In order to 
palliate your own disfranchifeipent to your own 
people, you are obliged to depreciate the value of 
Iranchife ; in order to reconcile your permiffion 
to your penalty, and your penalty to your per- 
miiflionj you are obliged to aggravate the condi- 
tion of intermarriage which you permit, and to 
depreciate the condition of freedom, which you 
affeft to hold ineftimable. Such unhappy effefts 
are the refult of an unafcertained and ill-affured 
mind in the legiflature that devifes the law. — 
Struggling with reafon, and compromifing with 
folly, it makes the law a monft6r — a permiffion 
with prohibition. Your law fays — ^remove this 
inhuman and impolitic feparation 5 unite, inter- 
juarry ; the law adds, if you do, I will driycf you 
* ^ out 
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out of the peal of the conftitution. TKe motive 
to all thefe inconfifiencies is as ipconliftent and 
weak as the inconfiftencies themfelves. . 

We Uy it down as a maxim of govethtnent,^ 
that the theology of the wife as well as the hiif^ 
band, is a fubjedl: of penal law, morsd' depravity 
is out of the queftion i her theology > is what the 
flate inveftigates, and yet fhe may be a pagan ai^ 
well as a profligate, but fhe muft not be chFifiian 
of the catholic communion ; fhe may worfhip 
Jove, or Venus, or Mahoniet — but Chrift! 11 
ihe worlhips him according to the catholic ritual, 
by that ihe isfuppofed to entertain principles hoC- 
tile to the fiate, andtopoifon — ^what? — the pu- 
rity of her buiband's politics in matters of elec<^ 
tions, and left he ihould vote for an improper 
proteftant, we. ftrive, by the law, to make him a 
papifi: — for we take away from Mm one great 
motive for continuing a proteftant' — the right of 
dti2en{bipi We fend him from the fociety of 
the franchifed proteftant, and, of courfe, force 
him into that of the papift. Conceived in the 
fame fpirit of felfifh folly is that part of the code 
which zSt&s to regulate the medical art, rules of 
perfecution, and fo regulates that art, as to refuie 
any degree of profislTorfhip therein to 3-fourths 
of the community.^ This isi a combination againft 
the iick, proteftant as well as papifL How would 
you have ex:claimed if any one had combined 
againft your luxury, as you yourfelves have com- 
bmed agairift your health, and had faid that no 
man ihould have a licenfe to^ exercife the art of a 
cook, unlefs a proteftant ? Suppofe you had faid 
no Engliihman fhall have a licenfe, no Scotch- 
man ihall have a licenfe, there are fome who 
would not live to refufc unto their own country* 
men the fame privilege ; if a man's life it attack- 
ed by a robber, the law has not faid, let no maiv 
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fkve him but a protcftaht ; btit the iai<r does fey 
if d mlri*s life be afiacked by difeafe, \*^ attth'a- 
rife no matt to fave him btit i ptoteftailt ;^-=^a£ 
fa, 1;«re reftifc to three-fontttiis ot oiir cotrtitryAien 
% licefifc td adminifter tb tlife htalth of orife itiiy- 
fher J now the chance of mfedicaf ability is act- 
cofding (in tbe farfie place) to the liunifcef dtpdt- 
fons who may futnife ptaftition^rs ; by totir fe- 
ttriftion^ that chatfice you decreafe, and m tfre 
6atte pro^ortidn enci'eafe the chancds of nTortati- 
ty — And this depredation oft yotit heatthsr yoti 
commit on yonf felves iri the naiil'e of teli^oii } 
yon drminitfi the foundations of your liberty, add 
you attack the fources 6f your eiifteftce, tn6 bfet- 
tef to pfomote yout powei' and* afcendancy. 

t know I {hall be told! that they ptzdittt m frc^ 
hiid ; there are hiftaices^ I allow, but it iS mider 
a licenfe got in other countries; you have htot 
prevented the praftice under theft rgffnftioris, 
becaufe that ^^^s too ftrong for your htnft^riity j 
not giten the licefife, becaufe that ^ai too ffroiig 
tot youf prejudices ; you o^ courle hav^ jtnheit- 
ed to catholic praftitloneri a claufe of foreign 
education ; you certainly do tolef ate theii* pi^ac* 
tice, but ui:ider circumftances that amount to an 
entire dilcourJig'emeht-, if not intoleration f—^no 
licettfe to praAice ; of the five no one pfbfelfof • 
fliip ; of all the places in hofpitals, fo nfeceflary 
for experimental knowledge not one;-^thele 
chaifs are made fo many jobis for pfoteftant pi'ac* 
titioners. 

If doftor Pufcel faVes the lives of his majcfty's 
fyrateftatit fubject^ it is riof cur ftult, ^^e have 
given fuch foft of men fto fort of encolii'agettiehtin 
uich practices ; we allowed him rid profefltorfhit), 
gave no licerlfe, no countenance ; let him and" hi& 
patients pay tHeir vows tafome olHef cduritry. 
I have already dwelt upon the importante of the 
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military^profeffioh.-^I have fhewed how confiant- 
iy you connived at the breach of your own law ; 
•*-the queftion is not whether the catholic fliall 
ierve in the army ^ biit fliall ferve in the army 
only when you want him, and he gets nothing by 
it; as a common foldier, getting fixpence per day, 
it feems he is fafe — as an officer^ getting a live- 
Jihood, dangerous ;— that you fhould monopolize 
hia blood and your ©wn honours and emoluments, 
it ii a condition too unequal to be lafting ; they 
are fit to b^ entrufted with ai;ms we fay, there- 
fore they may be foldiers ; they are not fit to be 
entrufted with arms we fay,therefore they may not 
be officers f but the better order of catholics we 
rely on, it is the lowci order we fufpeift j there- 
:fore, the better may not, and the lower order 
may be received in our army,— *The extending 
this difqualification even to a prohibition, on 
their carrying arms is another feverity.— -Is it to 
fay, we are afraid we have injured you too much, 
to fuffer you to carry! arms even for your own 
defence. — It is a prbhibition of confcipus feverity, 
.ufelefs, becaufe confiantly broken, and meritori- 
oufly departed from by yourfelves, who arm ca- 
tholic fervants againft your own laws ; , as you 
arm catholic . foldiers againft your enemies and 
againft your law^-which in this inftance is your 
greateft enemy ? A proteftant gentleman wants 
to go home late in the evening, that is a good 
reafon £pr arming a catholic againft law; a ca- 
tholicfaroier waiits to preferve. his life and pro- 
perty, that is np reafpp for arming him accord- 
ing to law i you ufe in this particular, the laws 
as your fport, and the papiils as your property ; 
they may arm as your fervants and as your mer« 
cenarieS) but not as citizens ; thus by our conni- 
vance as individuals, and feverity as Icfgiflators, 
are they encourag<^ to defpift the laws, and to 
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liafe them. IJbavc fliewn already; th^^tthis Isr^, 

/ ^6hil»tary* on cdrryirig airm^i is not oWervfkl, 

/ aitdxrtrnhot be ohkkrtd ", what more can the Jftate 

/ take away than die i^obbfer ? lanJcfs the |j€nalty is 

inade fomethiB^ more, than the lofs of property 

and life, nien will carry arhis W defend both. 

£Biat pait of yoiir code which* dHables the ro- 
irian cathoHc iri^in fitting on grand jnries,*excBjity 
and fo 'forth, -MiKke every odicr part, 'liable to 
gfcat objection^; itfutgeds three tnillions to 4>e 
taxed walhoot then- fconfefnt by the grand Jtirv, 
who" are already faxed wi&out their cpnfelife by 
the'parKamcnr, and is a Tecond jBagrant brb'ach of 
the great charter ; to the cathoHt that charter *a 
a. grievacnce ; it is Hght to a blind tnan. T<*i 
tax three itillians, not only for the *ftate, but fi^r 
cvrery'road ^refentment, robbery petition, iBieit 
feu, the ibufe and extravagance of which ^i^iits 
is to youa comjfiiiint,the^fe as Wiall as fheli^dfe 
i's to hi«ti a gi*ievanoe. This fe a ^greaft ^gr-avia- 
tion of THiblic" taxes j it h a hoftle-fdt'tyraiil, 
that bringsto'his'xfoor the little ydXations ^*fr4t- 
fiil tyranny of a fupirior, and rnife&s Him ihig- 
nificantiii-hisown'fiattmf, Sftid \ilidcr liis Wh 
vine, ^nd totiches himin diofe Jeffer Aeirvis \vb«% 
he is Ids mortal \mt extremely irrkable; and 
here you fiiWcd him t6 where the pattialdi%i. 
btitbns of jnftittt, in a tribunal iajc him ^^ilhotit 
•his confeht, afrd Vy hitn^'v^ithoutliis pefcfts^ "^iife 
he has iK)ipedrs, andhis adverfaj&y may hive ^vo wis ; 
an4 "as the Oj^preffidn is gi^^t, fo is the iif6- 
five littlr;' it is amorfopblf df jObWng J ydir^ao 
ntDt excli^e hiin entir-ely' frtJm tfte ?pe'tty jUrJp, 
vs^ich is a fitmcHoti much • ihaire interefiitfg tb 
protefiant Hfe "and^prop^rty, btjt wKich Is lr6lS^ 
without county patronage or t^^unily'pdwW, ' TiKs 



lf£?. i?3. COMMONS- zst 

t^i !P^ <^ juries^ you impofe in the ca(e of ma^ 
g^agy t i a^4 tfeo^ugh with fefi . oppr^i&on^ witK 
a§ little pi[et^n.ccy jjOiDOjOpo of your feOow fub- 
ie^ are to {ha,Ye j^Q ihaire whatfoevcr in the exe- 
cu^oa 9^ the law. no. inor^ than 1(hey have in the 
fQ;rfiE^tio9 . pfat --Over the whole extent of your 
CQ^tryvS^nd 0/4^0^6,000 of people, you exclude ^ 
^3i^9P»opQ. frQffl the function of enforcing^pbec^- 
ei^ft tQ.th^ laWf ^s. you have taken^ car^ that Hi^r-^ 
iy^W h?V$ yoi^ taken care that law ^aU have no 
veiy^ geoeraJi extei^fion in your iiiand. You hs^y^ ' 
he^e, a«.:vAi^, ^umiihed the protefiant, the better 
tQ difaU^ the in^ence of the p^pHt.; and nopto- 
.tc^i^t mlfjri^d to apapift can be a ^fiice of peace/ 
r-;I have h^d your reafons,.a catholic ibbuldiEiot . 
be a ma^ftrat^ in Ireland, becaufe the laws coil«*' 
tains a.' code^ which is againft. hin^i ; that is the 
l^j^ his. lencoiy? apd yet we talk of ^ the lawl^ffnds 
of. th^ QdpimoQ people ; jiufi ' as we talk of the 
b^ei^ngsf of Qur itioft exc^ieht conftitution, ex- 
chuiiAg th^m Jroxri any flvare iii jthe law, or any 
paptitipfttion in the conftitution, what makes the 
fubje^ love the law not the hangman ? pains aiid 
peQaljtiies may b^ the objc6ts of terror, but n6t;of 
'a^ed:ibn ; . he lQve3. the l^w becaufe he has a £hare 
in t^ formation and ^.execution of it; the men 
who are recoiiciled to taxes, are thefe who vote,* , 
and the men who are reconciled to penalties are 
thofe who enad^ them^ and the men . who are 
fri^ncls to a rigid execution of a law, is the coni- 
xnunity that furpiihes juries to fipd biUs. Judges 
to fentence, and magifirates to execute : the re- 
lation in which' the proteftant ftands,* makes him 
a party to the laws, the relations in. Which the ca^ 
tholii: flajRds, make him objeds 4^{ the law ; not 
* party; he is not a party to the law, and the law 
is a party againft him, dierefore the laws, may be^ 
pbjeds of his obedience not his affei^ion. This 

K k 2 then 
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then is their fituation, and this fituation explains 
the liberality of thofe who lay, they offer them 
every thing except the privilege of becoming part 
of the ftate ; every thing j except a part of the elec- 
toral community ; every things except a part d 
the legislative community ; every things exc^t a 
part of the judicial community ; every things ex- 
cept a part of the corporative cdmmanity ; everyi 
things except a part of the executive community" 
-^that is a fpecies of excommunity, with privi- 
leges to acquire property for you to tax without 
tl^eir cOQfent. Thus are the catholics by the pre- 
fent code excluded from an intereft in your laws, 
they are alfo excluded from commuhicition with 
your perfons. ; the fociety of marriage punifhed ; 
the fociety o£ education forbidden ; * the focidty 
of civil employment forbidden; the fociety c* 
military employment forbidden ; the fociety of 
parliament forbidden j the fociety of de^on 
forbidden ; the fociety of grand jun^ forbidden ; 
the fociety of magiftracy forbiddejy there is no 
fubje<9: of public care, in which they can affociate 
with the prbteftant without breach of law, no 
fubjeft of converfation, except foreign politics^ 

foreign changes, tod foreign r<dvolutions. ^ 

We have declared, we hope to become one peo- 
ple, how' by thefe lines of circumvallation, eraf- 
ing the natural geography of your country, and 
fetting up parallels and circks of folly and fuper- 
ftition, from the matriage bed to the cradle, from 
the cradle to colleffe,and from college to the grave, 
are two nations that cannot by any public intereft 
or bufinefs, or by any general call^ .fave that of ^— r 
death, be brought together. rThere have been 
three policies obferved with relpeft to the catho- 
lics, the firft was that of Cromwell — extermina- 
tion by operation of the fword ; the fecond was 
that of Anne, extermination by operation of the V 

LAWS ; 
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I. Aws ; and the third was your's, which allowed 
them a qualified exiftence. Tho* the twQ former 
were cruel, yet both were confiftent — They both 
cdnfidered papifts as criminals, and exercifed over , 
them the right of conqucft — ^They confidefed the 
catholics as a body who were neither to have the 
power, nor property, nor any publiq eadftence in 
your country. The laws of Ireland prevented 
them from acquiring property in land, and the 
ufurpations of England prevented either them or 
the proteftants from acquiring any confiderable 
property by commerce. But the third policy, U 
much milder than either, is more extravagant 
"than both"— your polic^ You allow them fchools, 
Seminaries, and colleges, but diftind from our % 
own, arid without funds — marriage, but marri-' 
age attended with pains and penalties ; a free trade 
Without franchife, and land without a vote. Q-et ,- 
us difcufe how far this policy is cpnfiftent with \ 
theintereftof the conftitution, the king, or the ^/^ 
Britifh empir0^ I will fuppofe under your laws 
jfche catholics purchafe confiderable trafts of land — 
The lands fo purchafed is unreprefented. Juft as 
the wealth of your cotmtry grows, the extent of 
your conftitution contrails. I will fuppofe thefe 
men become a great iiommercial body ; a great 

{)ortion of commercial intereft, as well as the 
anded, is unreprefented, and your conftitution 
flill more • contrafted: what a portion of the 
ftrength of the country, muft, in that event, be 
taxed, without the confent of its owners;— >• Your 
conftitution will be no longer a reprefentation, 

either of property or population, fo that the Bri- 

tifli conftitution will be worjked out of the iflarid 
by operation of law. Who will anfwer for the 
jpatience of that ftrength, compounded of a great 
portion' of wealth, as well as of numbers ? — Who 
will anfwer for the fatisfaclion of thofe propric- 
*i .' ■ tors ? ■ 
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tors? It is no life but the cpi^Ution of iiviog ^ the ^ 
/Jlave is not fo likely to compftaip^ of the warQt of 7 
vTpropcrty, as the prof«ietQ^, of the waat pf pri-/ 
vil^e»Crh^ human, mind isprogreffiye; the child 
does not iQpk-bacJs! to the parent ths^t'gave him 
being) nor the legifla^or to the people t^at g^ve • 
him the power of acqnifition, 1>\it both Ipok for- 
ward^ the- one to provide for the coqiforts of Ulf 
and tqe otlijer to obtais all the privikg^a. of pro** j 

^ perty.J j 

^f Your imperfecl-graiHs and comprehenaBve the- 1 

I oriaSj have given^ thofe afpinng thoughts, and let 
1 in that train-of ideas which may hereafter .^eatly 
/ ferve, or marveloufly diffra(5 your country — ^you 
j .have already given to their minds the firft princi; 
/ pies of motion, and the laws of motion now inijflfe 
/ dired the -machkie. I 

The germ on the foul, Jike jhe chUd in the 
womb-, or the feed in the earth, fweir in their 
ftated time to their deftined proportions, by vir- 
tue of their laws, which we • neither ^ake nd? 
pontroul. TaJk nht in fuch cafr^s of gtc^titude, 
iely oh that gratitude which is founded pn intf ^ 
reft ; fuch gratitude as governed yourielves from 
'4 1691, when you fecured your property^ to 1779, 
j when you derainded your trade, and 82, when I 

you demanded yo)^r liberty f from .a colony look- 
ing only tQ property, to a people looking to a free. 
form of government— from planters joiiiipg-with 
the- mother countiy^againft i he catholics, to a 
patioit' joining. with' the cathoUi^ to'exa<3t of/the 
mother country trade and freedom. Do I con- 
demn youffuehis thpprogrefs of nation, fbch thg 
Mature of mauj and -fuch his gratitude, /xet me. ' 

now confider he>w far this policy is confiftent witH ' 

the inteveft of his itiajefty ; it has'teeq faid, thaf 
under a proteftant monarch, the catholic ought 
never have the eleiclive franchife ; thus ge^tlemei^ 
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^ave attempted -to aunex the <mrfe 6f catholic 
flafvciy to the perfon of the kifig* ^hey have 
gone a ifep iEsittner, and have ftippofed the coro- 
nation oath goes againft the prefent<3laim5 of the 
icai^olics, and have thus i^ejjirefented the king as 
f «^orn agslinft ihe liberties of his people; they 
Mvje dqiie this, on a furmife, the fiatement of 
which wovdd excite our fcorn, if its confequeiKe 
did not produce our apprehenfions^ that iherf1>e- 
lieving 5n the real prefeilce cannot be well affedcd 
to the hdufeof Hanover ; they have urged this, 
when the Pretender Ayas extinft, when the ^power 
•of the *P6pe was eitirift^ and when Ae fting of 
cafhc^ fdith was drawn ; they have done this 
when a new enthufiafm had gobe forfh in the 
•place 'of -religion, much more adverfe to kings 
than -popery, and infinitely more prevailing — the 
fpint'of republicanifm. At fuch a time, they have 
diofen to 'make the catholics outcafts of a protef- 
tirit monarchy, and lieave them rip option but a 
xepublic ; fudh a policy and fuch argument, tend . 
to ^^e Irifli- catholics French reptiblicans ; they ^ 
aid the catife of profely tifm againft the caufe of 
kings J they would drive the r'onian catholics 
•from the hiiftings, where they might vote with- 
out danger, and would fend them to plant the 
tree of liberty on their own hills, where treafon, 
foreign and domeftic^ may intrigue in a body- 
kept Vacant for all the floating poifon of the 
times to catch and propagate— a fchool for the 
difeontents of both countries and the foreign 
emii^^, who need riOt bring any other niani- 
ftftb than your own code and your own refolu- 
tions. 

I dt&r much from thofe who fay that the ro- 
infan eathoUc cannot, under a proteftant king, en- 
i6y the' franchifes of the conftitution ; I mould 
fiy tfireftly the reverfe,^hat under no govern- 
ment 
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ment can the franchifes o( the cohftitiition be 
communicated fo efiedually, and fecured fo p6r- 
. manently to all his majefty's fobjecls, as under 
our prefeiit monarchial government. The time 
is come when every loyal fubjeft fhould be free, 
and every free fubjeft loy^;— it is true, thero- 
man catholics will now be your fellow fubjefts, 
but not your ful»{e<5s ; they fyiH be fubje&s of 
the king, and not the flaves of fubjefts, who ftood 
with regard to them, in the place of kings. Da 
you lament the change ? I congratulate you up- 
/ on it;.vthe Baiha will not command the cringe 
^ of the peafant's knee, but the king will command 
the . ftrength of it* You appropriate this great 
body of men to the throne ; you. put the ftatnp 
J of the king upon them, and ferye the crown more 
7 J^y f^^^^^^ when you vote for his minifier. Let 
/ 1 /me conlider this policy in its relation to, the Brit- 
(£^ifli empire^ Britain, you know, governs you no 
longer j it is not your religious arrangement that 
interefts her, but your phyfical ftrength. Il Y ou do 
not mean to lay thatlhe catholics cannot be faith- 
ful in their connexion with great Britain. I ap- 
peal to thofe officers who ferved with them in the 
war ;-V - their religion fprely cannot now make 
them adverfe ; the roman catholic religion re- 
fembles much more the church of England than 
' the church of France ; their diffent canhbt make 
(hem adverfe^ You fay the catholics are not as 
y^ well diipoiedlis the proteftants, becaufe they ara 
^ j not defcended from the Englifli ; many of thorn 

rare ; but nations have neither a parent's not a 
child's affeftion ; like the eagle they difmifs their 
young and know them no longer. I knov;- xiot 
I whether the roman catholics are as well difpofed 
/ to great Britain as the proteftants arc ; but 1 zxsk 
\ fure they are at leaft as well difpofed as the pro- 
^teftant's would be, if they were deprived of ciVii 

aind 
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and political advantages. If you doubt their dif- 
pofition, do you difpofe them better. You are 
truftees to preferve to great Britain the phyfical 
force of the catholics of Ireland, and nothing but 
you can forfeit it ; — not religion, not the pope, 
not the pretender, but your profcription, which 
argues that the franchife of the catholic is incom- 
patibla with Britifli connexion, and of courfc 
teaches the catholic -to argue that the Britifli con- 
nexion is incompatible with catholic liberty. — 
Thus you would deprive great Britain of her re- 
fources, in recruiting army and navy, but yOu 
will fupply their place ; how ? One million, af- 
ter filling all the places iojchurch and ftate, will 
fpare the overplus of tSB^^Sumbers. You will 
borrow from the loom, and fend the weaver of 
the North into the ranks. — But this is a partial 
ftatement for you, inftead of affording one mil- 
lion to great Britain, you muft borrow men from 
great Britain to defend and ganifon yourfelves.— V 
Calculate then that in perfifting to disfranchife 
the catholic, you make him adverfe ; '^ three mil- 
lions are to be put into the other fcale, which 
would be a difference of fix millions, that is near- 
ly one half of the Whole empire./ It follows fromt 
this, that your policy is prejudicial to the Britifli 
empire, as well as to the throne. 

I have eonfidered your fituation and your ar- 
guments. — A fituation of extraordinary peril,— • 
Arguments of extraordinary weaknefs, of mono- 

{)oly, of panic, of prejudice, of any thing but re- 
igion ; arguments which like the fabric they 
would fuftain, cannot bear the proof of any trial, 
nor the principles of morality, not thofe of reli- 
gion, nor thole of policy, nor thofe of conftitu- 
tioii ; neither the touch of time nor the revolu- 
' tions of mankind ; their tendency is to make 

I freedom a monopoly, which is like an endeavour 
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to make the air and the light a monopoly ; their 
tendency is to make God a monopoly. — I have 
heard of monopolies of fait, monopolies of rice, 
monopolies of corn, but here is a monopoly of 
the Almighty, and yet the perfons who ufe thefe 
arguments are men of talents. Compare, com- 
pound, abftraft, but in this inffance, the firing of 
.;heir madnefs fo ftrangely perplexed in the intel- 
ledual funclion, one flxould think Goi> had fmit- 
ten the intellect of the country, as well as her 
fortunes, with fome diftinguifhed imbecility ; fup- 
pofe a will impeached for infanity, and it appear- 
ed in evidence that the teftator had in his capaci- 
ty as a general officer had taken powder and ball 
from one half of his battalion, becaufe they be- 
lieved in the real prefence, or when fict, had re- 
fufed to take a fpecific from Dr. Puree!, declar- 
ing he had confidence in his medicine, but had 
no faith, in his facrament, or had difinherited his^ 
own Ton becaufe his fon's wife did not underftand 
theology, or had fell on her knees to return 
thanlcs to God for his univerfal bleffings, and 
then had rifen up, and dealt out imprecations on 
three-fourths of the people abouc him ; or pro- 
claimed that as long as a proteftant prince was on 
the throne, three-fourths of his fubjeds be dif- 
franchifed. Would not the evidence which is no- 
thing more than a compound of your piety and 
your policy, if applied to the cafe of an individu- 
al, compell twelve honeft men, on their oaths, to 
find a verdift of infanity ? 

I have read of a republic, where the whole bu- 
finefs of life was neglected, to give place to ma- 
thematical inveftigation. I can fuppofe a. more 
extraordinary ftate, where the law excluded from 
ferving the public, three-fourths of the people ; 
unlefs they wcnild give a theological opinion 
touching an abUrad point of divinity, and verify 

that 
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-that opinion on oath. 1 4iave heard of Athens, 
that cruel republic, excluding fo many of her own 
childVen from the rights of citizenfliio ; but flie 
only had the wifdom of Socrates, the light of 
Plato ;—- »-flie had not, like you, revelation, to 

inftruft her ; befides fhe had not prefs flie 

had not the benefits of your leffon. Whatleffon 
that tp a people it was not life;— but the condi- 
tion of living, and to be bound without your 
own confent, was to be a flave ; and jtherefore 
you were not fatisfied in 1782 with the free 
exercife of your religion. However I do not 
rely on your private produftions. What are 
your public trafts, your repeated addreffes to the 
king, the Speaker*s annual fpeech to the throne, 
what are they while the penal code remains, but 
fb many dangerous and inflammatory publica- 
tions, felicitating the proteftants on the bleffings of 
that conftitution from whence three-fourths are 
excluded, but above all that inflrument, infinite- 
ly more incendiary than all Mr. Paine has writ- 
ten, that inftrument which you annually vote ; 
what is it now ? A challenge to difcontent. 1 
mean a money bill, wherein you difpofe of the 
money of 3,000,000 of the people without their 
confent. You do not ftir, jior vote, nor fpeak, 
without fuggefting to the catholics fome motive 
either in provocation of your bleflings or the poi- 
fon of your free principles ; fome motive, I fay, 
which is fatal to that ftate of quietifm, wherein j 
during this age of difcuflion, you muft enlay your 
people in order to give your government the 
chance of repofe. * 

You are ftruggling with difliculties you Im- 
agine ; you are miftaken j you are ftruggling with* 
impoffibilities. To enchain the mind — to cafe in 
the volatile eflential foul— nor toSver, nor dun ' 
^ L 1 2 'geon 
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geon, much lefs parliament, can be retentive of 
thofe fires kindled by yourfelves in the breafts of 
your fellow fubjects. I would have you at 
this time diftruft that religious * vanity which 
tells you that thefe men are not fit for free- 
dom ; they have anfwered that vanity in a firain 
of oratory peculiar to the oppreffed; it is the 
error of fcfts to value themfelves more upon their 
differences, than their religion, and in thefe dif- 
ferences in which they forget the principles of 
their religions they imagine they have discovered 
the myftery of their falvj^tion, and to this fup- 
preffed difcovery they have offered human facri- 
fices ; what human facrifices have we offered, the 
deareft, the liberties of our fellow fubjecte; dit 
trufl again that fallacious policy which tells your 
power is advanced by their bondage ; \t is not 
your power but your punifhment ; it is liberty 
without energy, you know it ; it prefents with a 
inonopoly, and the monopoly of others, not your 
own ;-«-it prefents you with the image of a moniler 
in a ftate when the heart gives no circulation, and 
the limbs receive no life; — a nominal reprefenr 
tative, and a nominal people ; — call not this your 
misfortune, it is your fentence, it is your execu- 
tion. Never could the law of nature fuffer one 
fet of men to take away the liberty of another, 
and that of a numerous part of their people, with- 
out feeling a diminution of their own Ib-ength 
and freedom ; but, in making laws on the fub- 
ject of religion, we forget mankind until their 
own diflra<a:ion admonifhes, flatefmen, of two 
truths, — the one that there is a God,— rthe other 
that there is a people ; never was it permitted tp 
any nation, they may perplex their underftanH- 
ing with various apologies, but never long was it 
permitted to exclude from effential, from what 
they themfelves have pronounced eifeotiiil Hefs- 
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ings ; a great portion of themfelves fqr peiipds 
of time, and for no reafon, or what i$ worfe, for 
fuch reafoa as you have advanced, tonqueriors, 
or tyrants proceeding from conquirors, have 
fcarcely ever for any length of time governed by 
ihofc partial difabilities, but a people fo to govern 
itfelf or rather under the name of government, 

V Jfo to exclude one another, the induftrious, the 
ppul.^nt, the ufeful, f hat part that feeds you with 
its induftry, and fupplies you with its taxes, 
weaves that you piay wear, ;^nd ploughs that 
you may eat ; to exclude a body fo ufeful, fo nu- 
merous, and that for ever — and in the mean time 
^o tax them ad libitum, and occafionally to 
pledge their lives and fortunes ! For what ? For 
their disfranchifement. It cannot be j^one, con- 
tinue it, and you expecl from your laws what it 
were blafphemy to alk of your Maker. Such a 
policy always turns on the inventor, and bruifes 
Jiim under the ftroke of the fcepter or the fword, 
or finks him under the accumulation of debt and 
lofs of dominion, ffeed I go to inftances ? What 
was the cafe of Ireland, cnflaved for a century, 
and* withered and blafted with her proteftant af- 
cendancy, like a fluttered oak, feethed on its hill 
by the fires of its own intolerance. What lofl: 
England America, but JTuch a policy ? an attempt 
to bind men by a parliament wherein they arc 
not reprefented, fuch an attempt as fome would 
how continue to pra<5ife oil the catholics, and in- 
volve England. What was it favied England to 
Ireland, but the contr^iry policy? I have feea 
their principles of liberty very far by yourfelves. 

♦ — i hav0 heard addrefles from counties and cities 
here, on the fubjeft of the flaves, to Mr.Wilber- 
force, thanking him for his efforts to fet free a 
fliftreffed people ; has your pity traverfed leagues 
of fea to fit down by the bl^ck boy on the coafl 

of 
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of Guinea -^and have you forgot the man at 
home by your fide, your brother ? Come then, 
;and by one gieat aft cancel this code, and pre- 
pare your mind for that bright order of time 
Nvhich now feems to touch your condition ; but 
I have tired you — fuffer me to fit down, and 
thapk you for your patient attention. 

After Mr. Qrattan had done fpeaking, a few 
words were alternately fpoken by the doctors 
Broivn and Duigenan arid Mr. Secretary Hobari ; 
the queftion was carried in the affirmative with 
only one negative, and the bill committed for 
Monday with three negative?/ 
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Monday, February 25. 

Mr. Graydon having .expreffed his approbation 
pf the principle of putting proteftant an^ catholic 
on an equal footing, in refpeft of the elcdive fran- 
chife, and Hating the ill confequences of admitting 
fo large a number pf eleftors as the bill would in- 
troduce, if freeholds of 40s. fliould be fuffered to 
confer a vote, moved. 

" That the committee of the whole houfe, to 
whom the catholic bjll is referred, {hould be em^ 
powered to receive a claufe to limit the value of 
freeholds entitling to vote at county eleftions, 
without prejudice to the light of freeholders now 
regifl:ered/^ 

Hon. I). Browne faid that the hon. genleman 
had a few morpents before the fpeaker took the 
chair ftated the matter to him of the motion he 
had now brought forward : that the quefliion whe- 
ther there fhould be equality of franchife between 
catholic and proteftant he had no doubt of at all 
' — there fliould be none. Whether freeholders of 
either religion fliould vote from freeholds of 40s. 
^= • ^ • ., • • --^ wa§ 
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was a qucftion of greac delicacy and moment ; it 
was however a fubjeft for aft election bill, and 
not for the bill about to be committed. He en- 
treated of his hon. friend to withdraw it for the 
prefent, it might tend to embarrafs the prcfent 
queftion, the immediate pailing of which into a law 
was a meafure of juftice and policy 

He faitf , he was not fure that he would be ftricl- 
ly in order in fpeaking juft then to the principle of 
die bill introduced by the right hon. gentleman, 
but in order to avoid troubling the 9ommittee on 
a fubjeft he had fo often given his opinion, as 
the catholic claims on, he would now ftate his opi- 
nion of it as fliortly as he could. He agreed with 
the right hqn. gent, on the floor, that it was a fub-' 
ftantial meafure, full of benefits to the roman ca- 
tholics, and for which they ought to be highly 
obliged. The s^dvantages it gave were material — 
the deprivations few ; — the great fault of the bill 
.was> that the deprivations uere on the face c^f it, 
and the benefits in the back ground. The bill 
gave an unlimited right of voting at eledions. As 
to the proteftant, the revenue through all its va- 
rious branches, the ordnance, the trcafury, the of- 
fices of the law courts, with few exceptions; the ar- 
my and the navy, were to follow by an Englifh law 
through their different details ; the pofl-omce, ma- 
giftrates iti counties, right of juries as to proteft- 
ants. The oflices catholics were capable of hold- 
ing by the bill were two thoufand ; thofe they 
were ftill reftrifted from not one hundred and fifty. 
The good fenfe of the meafure was apparent from 
the debate of laft night — ^it was ftrongly fupported 
and little refilled — fo much fo as to leave to the 
friends of the meafure a ftrong hope that it would 
be an unanimous ^neafure of parliament. If the 
right hon. gent, had waited till the fears and pre- 
judices of the country were at an end, there was 

no 
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no doubt that he might have gone farther ; bat he 
feared if he waited till that period, the catholics 
would have waited for fom'c time, till they got 
what this bill gives. 

1 he hon. and learned gent knew well that be 
could not carry a further meafure now in the com^ 
mons ; that if he did, it would abfolutely overturn 
it in the lords ; that embarrafling ot delaying the 
prefent bill, was highly injurious ; that he entreat- 
ed him to let it pafs in its prefent Ihape, and bring 
forward his meafure at another time ; however, 
if the hon. member perfifted in bringing forward 
an abftraft queftion , whether any religious opinion 
fliould preclude any man that fituation in life, that 
his fortune, his rank, or his charafter entitled hiin 
to ? He had but one anfwcr to give — that it fiiould 
not; at the fame time, he was convinced, that 
queftion was put at a time that its difcuffion could 
be of no fervice. 

Major Hobari gave no opinion as to the abftraft 
popriety of the claufc or not ; but he thought it 
highly improper to be introduced into the bill, the 
objeft of which was, to grant the eleftive franchife 
to the catholics, and not by any means to disfran- 
chife any proteftant. 

Mr. Stewart [of Killimoon] faid, he would refift 
the principle of the claufe not only now, but at all 
times. The proteftant 40s. freeholder had never 
abufed their privilege ; but, on the contrary, they 
had contributed more than any body of men, to 
preferve the freedom of eleftion. 

Mr. Grattan expreffed his difapprobation of dog- 
ging the bill with this claufe — and thought it 
wotild be better at aily tiitie to let it alone. 

Mr. Graydon defended the claufe againft the ar- 
guments that had been ufed againft it ; but finding 
it contrary to the fenfe of the houfe, on this occa- 
fion he withdrew it. 

Hon. 
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Hon. Mr. Ktiox moved that the committee on 
the catholic bill Ihdtild be empowered to receive a 
claule for admitting catholics to fit in parliament. 
— He declared^ he mfeant no cenfure on the right 
hoii. gentleman's bill— on the contrary, he thought 
he was 'entitled to thanks for having, as a minifter 
ought to do, followed the public opinion. But he 
thought he fliould not difcharge his own duty, 
if he did not in compliance with the direftion from 
the throne, endeavour to difcover fuch meafures 
as would promote unanimity — He alluded to the 
recent events that had taken place in France. The 
monarchs had grown jealous of the nobles ; who 
lofing the fpirit which fhould attach to their rank 
had funk into flaves — the popular torrent had now 
fwept both away, and anarchy had feized the fcep- 
tre. — ^He compared the fituation of the proteftants 
here with that of the laft defpotic monarchs of 
France. That defpotifm the proteftants were now 
about to give up ; they muft at the fame time give 
up every thing connefted with it. The catholics, 
ie faid, had been our fubjecls, not our felloW fub* 
jecls. We have now given them property, and 
they have ftolen education ; if we do not then give 
up our domination entirely, it muft foon be forced 
from us. He defcribed the fituation in which the 
catholics were ; they had been for a long time in 
pofieflion of civil, but deprived of political liberty. 
This latter, which he defcribed to be the means of 
fecuring the former :— he £aid,'it was the obj eft 
of the bill to grant the catholics — ^but it did not 
do fo eflFeftually, as it permitted them profeffed-j 
ly to-choofe, and yet really reftrained them from 
choofing the men to whom they were attache 
cd. 

After fliewing how effefhially the meafure he 
propofed would counteraft republican principles, 
he concluded by mpving " that the committee be 

M m empowered 
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empoweired to receive a claufc to make it lawful 
for perfons profeiEng the rWMn catholic t^igiour 
to ^t and vote in parliament." ' . 

M2g6r Doyh rofe to leoond the mbtioiK— He &id 
that hiving been obliged in the courfe of difcuffin^ 
this very important queftiooj to fdicit theatteation 
of th^ honfe, npon two difierent nights, very much 
at lengthr-he SiouldiH repay the kindnefs thd hoiife 
had been pleafed to honour him with^ were he iti 
the prefent inftanee to trefpais upon its patience^ 
— He flSould content Wmfelf withbarefyfe<:ondingp 
thq nxotionof the hon* member^-*becaufe although 
it was not fliaped exa^Iy a« he wiflied, nor went 
the whole length of his idea, yet it tended to- 
ward!* the point which he had openly ftated to- the 
hoiafe^ 0n the firft day of the feffion to be his ^eat 
object, namely — The total and entire emancipati-» 
on of the catholic fubjefts of Ireland, 

Mr. Blake [of Ardfry] perfcftly agreed in the 
propriety of the matit)n. The political and re* 
ligiou^ prejudices which had obtained ground foy* 
mqrly, were now become obfolete,. and be wasr 
happy to fee fo great a reformation. But he 
would fubmit, whether it would not be moie pru- 
dent to let the bill pafs ? If the hon. gentleman 
ftK)uid think differently frbnihinfli, he fhoidd &p^ 
port his motion, as hefliould do every thing vifhick 
tended to the final emancipation of the roman ca* 
tholics.. 

Mif.'M* Smith-^Tihet profeffing mofli fokmnly 
that what hefhould lay on this occafion iboidd te 
the . ditSiate of hi% heart, and of an underfbtmling 
cool and iihpartial, though perhaps erroneous^ be- 
fgught the houfe to confider what liberality and 
wifdom didated. That only would be liberal, he. 
faid, which would make the cathoHcs conteiitfed 
and happy, and that only it would be wife to grant 
:which might be granted with fafety to bmfclves. 
. * Liberality 
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Liberality and wifdom in this cafe, He faid, were 
coincident^— for that only would be wife which 
3ipiild make the "tatholics happy; fince their con- 
teht was the effence of qur fafety. 

The bill, he was forry to fay, fell far fhort of the 
point of wifdom and of liberality. It granted 
the eledive franchife, but it withheld the /epre- 
fentatlve franchife, and by tbtis granting a part^ 
and withholding a part, it neither fatis6ed the ca- 
tholic defire, nor fecured the proteftant fafety. 
, It only holds the cup of liberty to their lips, then 
withdraws it, and tells them we did not mean they 
ihould tafte it. The man who could fay the ca*- 
tholics ought to be contented with the bill, knew 
little of the human heart, and felt nothing of its 
fineft energies. Liberty tnuft be enjoyed in whole 
not in part; £he muft fhine with a 'full orb, and her 
leaft obfcuration was fcarcdy lefs felt than her to- 
tal eclipfc. Every good, he obferved, was great 
or little from comparifon ; relative depreffioh was, 
therefore, flavery-^proteftant afcendancy was ca- 
tholic mifery. What, then, it might be aiked, 
did the catholics want ? he would anfwer in one 
word— Liberty- — what many of the moft brilliant 
<;haracters of anticjuity had died for, and without 
which no honourable man would wifli to live. 
He would be underftood to mean, however, only 
that ch^ftifed liberty, which was founded gq, and 
regulated by law; not that political mania which 
had fo ftrongly feized a neighbouring country, and 
produced there fuch melancholy effe<9:s. 

He then entered into a pathetic defcription of 
the prefent ftate of France, and from thence drew 
an inference, that when grievance? are known to 
^xift in a country, they mould not be fuffered to 
remain too long unredreffed. 

He refuted the affertion that the catholics fhould 
be admitted to the eleftive franchife, agreeably to 

the 
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the principles of the confHtution — but that thc^ 
ought to be excluded from the fenate. He fliew- * 
c4 that the conftitution requir#d they fhoutd be 
admitted, as well to one as to the other. The duties 
of parliapaent he Ihewed, required all the wif- 
dom, all the^ talents, and all the integrity of. the 
land : what then could be faid , of a law whicU 
excluded* three-fourths of that wifdoxn, ability, 
and integrity froxp the fenate hdufe ?-^He did not 
allude to their numbers by way of intimidation-^ 
it was an argument to their pity and tp their 
jiiftice — not to their fears. In a good caufe hq 
number would be too great to contend with — but 
furely three millions of men were too, too many 
to be excluded from the benefits of freemen. — If 
the claufe proppled, were rejedqd, the bill yrould 
confer iibthicg but a congb d'elire, and would 
be alike infulting to the catholics and protefiants^ 
— ^Tlje houfe could not grant what would give 
union, if they did not grant all the advantages o£ 
the conftitution. To affert, they could, would be 
to contravene th^ ^rft principles of reafon, but let 
fhem place' the catholics on equal ground with 
their fellow fubjeds, and then nothing internal 
hor external could injure the peace or fecurity of. 
the country.— The adoption of the claufe would 
faife the country to rank, fplendour, and dignity 
among the nations; ' 

Sir.//. Langrijhe combated the motion. The 
throne had rccofnmended fuch meafures as would 
prom6te unanimity among all ranks of his majef- 
ty*s fubjefts.'The propofed motion would wound 
the f^elin'gs of * ar very -refpedable body of .men^, 
and therefore if adopted wquld prevent that una- 
nimity which had. been recommended from the 
throne. Befides the bill had yet many ftages to 
travel, and if the claufe propofed fhould be added 
tb it, the veffel would be over freighted, an4 
. V • .. M . .^. . . * ' might 
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V jnight never attain its port. He therefore was dcr 
cidedly againft the motion. 

Mr. Ormjby thouglit^the claufe was a very pro- 
per one to bJe debated, arid therefore would fiip-r 
port it if nothing better fliould be propofed. He 
however thought it would be more eligible to ex- 
punge the 7th paragraph, which contaias the ex- 
ception altogether, for why admit them to fit in 
parliainent, he aiked, and at the fame time pr^- 
yent a proteftant king from bcftowing on theoa 
.offices which were entirely at his difpofal ? He 
declared himfelf difihclined to permit fo great a 
number of forty fhilling freeholders to vote as 
would be created by the bill— he wiflied to limit 
the franchife to lo/. freeholds. This mode would 
place both catholits and protefiants on an equali- 
ty, ^nd at the fame time admit none but men of 
Independent property to be electors. Were the 
10/. freeholders only permitted to vote, then there 
would a few and only a few catholics find their 
>yay into parliament, for fome time, and thus 
Ithey would be admitted gradually to power. ^ 

He warned the houfe that if they rejeded the 
claufe, at the next general eleftion the people 
would put the queftion to iflue — they would eleft 
(Catholics, and the houfe would be committed. 

Mr. Hardy obferved, that laft fefiion alfo the 
hon. bart. had faid, the veflel was too deeply 
freighteci ; he was of /)pinion that at prefent, if 
the prefent claufe were adopted, it would ferve as 
biUaft— and fhe would-get the better out of port. 
He made fome flirewd obfervations on the rapid 
f hange of opinion which had taken place in the 
houfe, and declared it his opinion, that this verfa- 
jtility of conduct would produce a total lofs of the 
dignity of the houfe — and if it goes on, the coun- 
try, in his mind, would not be worth living in. 
' , On 
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On the modification of the catholic admifllon, 
he thought, the fafety of the conftitudon depend- 
ed. — Every thing like individual eledion, ' he 
thought, £hould be avoided, as they who have no 
property would have no objed but that of difturb- 
ing thofe v^ho have. Yet he did not mean, that 
a man w^ho had but a fmall property might liot 
have as great a ftake i|i the cpuntry, as a pian of 
larger fortune. He thought he might ; — for a man 
of property -might transfer his wealth to another 
country : — the poor man cannot do fo with equal 
facility, and would, therefore, be more firongly 
attached to the liberty of his country. He would 
Tupport the propofition that had been made, bc- 
caufe he faw England flourifh not fo much by her 
commerce, her manufaftures, &c. as by admitting 
all her people to the equal benefits of her confiitu* 
tion. He wiihed a meafure of this kind had been 
introduced earlier. 

Mr. John 0'A^<?i/faid,-he was one of the majority 
laft feflion who rcjefted the catholic petition.— rHe 
had at that time been requefted by different fets of 
his conftituents to prcfent petitions for and againft 
the catholic claims : he was therefore, uncertain 
how to aft — fince then however, the fubjeft h^d 
undergone ample difc^fiion, and that claim has 
now met almoft univerfal approbation. He among 
the reft thought their claiiyis juft, and that they 
fliould therefore be acceded to. As far as the bill 
went he approved of it, but he wiihed it went 
farther — it would be more worthy the magnani- 
mity of the houfe than half meafures* Formerly 
the fmalleft favour would have been received with 
gratitude fuch was the humbled ftate of the catho- 
lic mind ;— ^but now they begin to fee) their own 
confequence, and of courfe would be content with 
nothing lefs than the full extent of their privileges. 
•"-'The grant of them may be poftponed, but can- 
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not finally be evaded. — By poftpcming, difboutent 
would be chcriihed — ^by granting, th^ queftion 
^ould ^e far ever laid afide : he therefore would 
fupport the itiotion. 

Right hon. Ji Gtiffe replied to fdme obfcfrvati^ 
cms which had fallen from Mr. Hso^dy. He was 
equally anxious for the dignity of the hduf^, but 
conceived that the fubjeft no^ ^pear^d iti a light 
very d^erent from wnat it had appeared in before 
— *-It now came recommended from the throne, 
and of courfe was entitled to a greater degree of 
refpe^l. He thought too that as the people had 
changed their opinion on this fubj^ft the houle 
might, and ought do lb too. 

Ast to the meafufe propofed, he thought it 
would add to the inconfi&en<:y the hon. g^iitlemai^' 
was afraid, of, were they to adopt it. And he 
confeiled^ he thought fuch propofition feem^^d ra- 
ther intended to embgtrtafs gON^e^m^t than really 
to ferve the catholiesr It wouJd bt mote firicndly 
to the catholics to recommenfd gratitmk to them }' 
he, however, kughed at political gratitude ; he 
had a^ftronger pledge for th^ good condu^l of the 
catholics— felf-intcrcft. Th«y were now nearly 
in as good a fituation as he was — afnd^ of courfe^' 
would be as much interefted in preferving the 
conftitution, the peace, and' good otder of the* 
iiountry^ 

Col. Blaqukre was againft the moticxi^ 

Sir y. Co fur had no doubt if catholic^ Were per- 
mitted to fit in parliament, but the houfe would 
be filled with them ; the majority of the eleftote 
in three provinces, confiCting of catholics. To • 
have the reprefentatiOtt proteftant, he thought = 
was a ncccflary counterpoife. This motion would 
give them not political liberty, but power. In 
England^ where they are few<*r in number, in pro* 
portion to the mafs of the peojAe, than they arc ' 

, here^ 
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here, they are not permitted to fit in parliamexi4 
— and yet there they enjoy the moft pcrfeft degree 
of civiLUberty, and were obliged to pay no more 
taxes than fuch as they pay who impofe them,- 
which was-the effcnce of civil liberty* 

If we have no eftabliflied religion, he obferved^ 
we fliall foon have no religion. •- How muft thai 
eftablifhed religion be upheld ? Only by giving 
advantages to thofe who profefs it — and by con- 
fining ,to thenft eiclnfively the great offices of .trtift 
and powers , 

Mr. F. Huf chin/on replied to Mr. CnfFe ; he liad 
faid the meafure was propfed to embarrafs govem- 
Aient — ^For his own part he neither regarded one 
fide of the houfe nor the other, and he did not 
tliink chat on a queftion of this kind an honefl mam 
would confider either fide. Another gentleman 
wifhed for gradual admiffion to the legiflative 
powers — The principle was a wife one, btit it might 
be neceflary for the houfe to remember on what 
principle they were itow afting — He had on former 
occafions faid they ihould yield to the imprelfions 
of the public mind, and he had been told this was 
the language of intimidation — No man feared 
more than he did the difpleafure of the houfe^ 
but he would not blink the Situation of them and 
of the country— They were now, he aflerted# 
acling as wife legiflators ought, yielding to the 
cuTrent, which if oppdfed would fweep with it 
cvary thing that was antient and valuable in the 
confiitution. He,thought the meafure fbould not 
be clogged by any unneceffary oppofition — The 
time for penal laws was paft. To draw inferences 
imfavourable to men's principles from their reli* 
gious belief, was he faid the foundation of all per* 
Iqcution — every thing like it muft now be given/ 
up — Ihe minifter he faid deferved well of his 
country for the bill as far as it went, yet he en- 
treated 
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treated him to gr2|nt enfrandufement in its ful- 
eft extent — ^It was that only that could give* una^ 
nimity and peace to the country. 

Major Hobariiakd he had been called on by the 
laft hon. gent, to admit of no penalties on men 
for their religious belief-— The principle of the bill, 
he faid, was perfe6): equality between protefiant 
alid catholic, and when it fhould pa^, there would 
remain no ilatute ppinted againft the catholic; as 
fuch. But as long as an eftablifhed religion was 
neceflary, fo long it would be neceflary that the 
king muft be acknowledged head of the church. 
For his part, he thought an eftabliihed religion 
ncceffary— the mifchiefs refulting from the fubver- 
fion of it was evident in France — Irreligion and 
anarchy are infeparable, and to the exifience of 
religion, an eftablifhed religion was neceflary. 
As to the fuddennefs with which the houfe was 
abou£ to grant the franchife, he thought the bill 
made their admiilion as gradual as pomble, but he 
could not fee how the reftitution of the franchife 
could be at all limited. The changing circum^ 
fiances of times had made the change neceflary in 
the iituation of the catholics — the danger of mak- 
ing that change had arifen from two caufes— ift, 
the conne&ion of the catholics with the pope-— 
ddly^. the fear of an union with the french. As 
to the firft of thefe caufes, he thought no man 
now entertained any ierious fear of the pope'$ 
power ; and with refpedl to the other, he thought 
too well of the catholics to believe them capable 
of approving, in any degree, of the abominable 
principles or pradices of France : there was, there* 
fore, now, no danger whatever to be apprehend* 
ed from them. In thofe counties where the pecu- 
lation was moftly catholic, he knew that the con- 
dud of that unhappy people was held in jthe high* 
eft deteftation ; he %yas lorry to. fay that in fomc 
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*thcr;parts'-6f the-ki|igddni,^»^herethe vajerity 
ef <3ie- iMKipV'wtre ntot'eat&^lics,tHis was'ntrt-ihe 
cafe; but, on the cbntrary, ^ feme men hskJ; 'gone 
' fo far -is M itnitite their fraternities. 

'He CGi^dndcd by declaring: that hefeid1bro«rfit 
in the bill in thdfirm bcKef that a rdlgit^ijs dSa- 
T^liftiiieAt'tras iicceffaryi^'strid 't^nihat grcrmitfte 
-Wdrfdfift^pOrt the blanffeti^^ 

'•'Mr/ Yaraieleur ' *vcas agaanft -the motibn , -'tffl the 
me 0f<*he .4by.^*freehdlds^ fhoefd te-fin^ fettled. 
' Mr.^Ef^;^ ftfjJpoftid* the itiotion in a'^pecyir-bf 
•ednfiderahlelf^figth. ' 

• Mr; iV^ef^wz^ for thi^ bill,^ btit "^asiadverfe to 
the 'motion, oil the;grerund,'that itwas rathtfr^t- 
^lyd* tO;^roduce 'dif-tinion than nnahintity, as re- 
'^o'mmendddirbm ^he throne. 

'Mr. ''Hamilton fppported^he tA.otion, •beeanfe 
• ^thout adoptiilff the tlanfc, the'privilege lie 
^'hoiife 'gi'atttt^d to' the catholics, wtDtt^^ a mock- 
€h:y-'-^pretciitdiiig to give choice, and at ihcfirme 
-timfe'pi^c venting them'frotn t:ho0fing the man 'they 
•may *b6 attached to. .* 

'A'ni'cttibcr ^honght the admrffipn^'of the c^tho- 
iks' into'the coilftitutitjn, was tatifiidd^'the con- 
'■ftitution\\Vhi<ch' called 'them,' andtby rfie -paaia- 
""th^fity which; byrtafcint^ *up thii^ bill;'hai*/pftdged 
^ttfelf to the m'fiafure. ^he Hill went fan- but not 
:far enoi!tgh ; for thetirctntiftanc^s of the coimtry 
Tnade it necSffjtry* the work of \jnipn*^6tild%e 
•'fiiiifhed. ' Itwastidijiulons; hcfaid,aftw adt)pting 
•the .pt'intil>le of thi^ill, to 'fnppofe they might 
not'^^t in' parliament With the ntmoft-fefety. ^ -Ihe 
honfe projfeffed they had- no diffidence *ih'ithe*c^. 
tholic' 'eleftor ; ' \^ill not he ichpofc the ^riian *^iii? 
'whonir he cart confide ? ' Why then' bught-not^.the 
fionfe toMo fo?^f the loweft of rafe- catholics 
^vcr^ thought worthy of confidence, -wtry^flxbljld 
the wealthy bediftrufted, who-badMCTcryithing 

that 
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tlutcouldgive fwiucit)^ for tbm, good, ccnadu<li 
Af tathe iocoftfift^py. ofchwgii^i fopft^n^.tBe 
changes of tte public mipd.waiild.j^^^ li- 
herality pf ^^^ tim^SL qukc^ frequent chaijgcs- nc-. 

inojTow, which yefterday was. thought tg^ mudi. 
He then ftated how the ; catholics w^xii^ reafqn^ 
a^inft the liberality otthehqii^i?, if' they iKoi^d. 
perceive that they/ wiare Ubcral in CTant^Bg tp ,ther 
caUiolicg. whatever di(i ppt trench on their own: 
privilege, but that of tbe.inon9goiy of tbofethey 
iKerefirmiy tenacious.- 

. Mnifm^faidhe tbougl^ttHa^dinifl^ of thcr 
fqriy fliiliing^ popiflj freeholders ^ent tp a cpi^.- 
pkte fmccnder o£ the proteibmt iptereii : aftejr. 
that it wa$ very iwmatcri^ what further was^ 
^ja^^t^i^ and therefore ne would vote 1^^ fwjawt 
of the 2^tio&' . c . 

]\4r« CW laid, tlia4:i£ thp motion int^duq^^ % 
the hon. member had a tpndej^cy to iubvf^rt t^e 
i^li^ttse^ablifl^ejo^.tl^ could not be ^lidoubt 
^l^t that . the civil eibblj^^c^p^t m;i|i^ fall« tc^e^q: 
with itr^aad wbep.ypvtr rel^jgiou^ eftabliihnixent 
j^^ bo Ofv^erturaedv fajreweU tp.yi^urUbertiesr-Ji^ 
beirty and property will then be idle and (jlelui^ve 
Barnes^: as; they ar^ j^ow in'i'rance. la the vzq^ 
thjat has bean irun^ ajndt the conteft for concel^oa 
tff tlxet patholics diiring this fenion^it was diinqu|t 
£of aiay individual) firmly and W^^^^^Hy ftttachr 
e4k^ th^ {^noteftant intei^efl;, to )&np:w how to ^cv^ 
Thei^e was in potit^,; ^s i^ a. £evei% a paroxyiiii 
iha^t bi^wilders tlie imag|na(tion* ^c was, Ixow** 
p^tf^ /m^ciSkdi. with one fixed and unalterable 
opi^iexik, that if Ireland is. to prcfbrs^ its connepdo^ 
wijth <^eat BritaicH ;ai ; pirotellant kingdom, the 
pofver 4iy^ govcarnmi^ivt of tr^el^d J^^ contifxw 
ill jM hwn^ Q^*^,Qt^nt» : this was the- polii;y 
of the[ Tigvi^tu^on^ fiu: tibis purpofis the fpirit and 
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principles of the revolution went to the confirm^ 
ing arid eftablifliipg in Ir/eland a proteftant govern^ 
ment. If the motion of the hon. gentleitian was 
acceded to, and the catholics admitted to feats in 
your houfe, there is an end to yopr proteft- 
ant religion, goverpmeht, arid eftablifhniients — : 
they all will be buried in one grave. He was 
aware that the bill did not inftantly give into the 
hands of the catholics, the Irifli government but 
it furely does extend to |liem very great power 
and weight in the country^ He hoped and truft- 
ed that the catjiolics would be cpmpletely fatisfied 
tly the confe^uence and power they would derive 
by this bill; ^nd if they (hould be fo, and that 
the queftion would be at reft, he would not op- 
pofe his judgement to the wiflics of fo many gen- 
glemen as countenanced the bilL and wHo had 
great cbarafter and large property at ftakc ; that 
therefore he had rather yield to the current run- 
ning fo ftrong for the bill, than refift it.' If, how- 
ever ^-^othipg lefs than having feats in parliament 
will content the catholics, and to have in their 
hands the government of the kingdom, he truft- 
cd, that the union and ftrength of the proteftants 
would refift fuch expeftations. Fully fatisfied, he 
Was, that, if the proteftant intereft was difpoied to 
ftand forward, it had ample ftrength to proteft it- 
felf, that the daufe in the bill which extends to 
the lower orders of the catholics a right of voting 
' he objefted to, becatife he knew from his own ob^ 
fcrvation and experience of eleftions, that the de- 
pravity of the low and indigent electors was one 
of the gfeateft* evils of the cpnftitution, and which 
loudly called for, ' and demanded a remedy ; to 
increafe the numb9r woiild^niDt eradicate the evil, 
and if the cioriftitution' is woililded — it is 6win^ 
to the voluntary 'arid complicated corruption of 
the Jower orders of people voting at ek^ons. ^ 
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Mr. yackfm was for a total emancipation of the 
<:atholics — of cotirfe approved of the bill as far as 
it went, and was friendly to the motion* 

Sir B. Roche was againft this motion, but warm-, 
ly Approved of what he faid, was called major i?^- 
Mr/*s bill. 

Mr. Hancock expreffed great happinefs at parti- 
cipating with the catholics the bleilings of the 
confHtution-— he thought they deferred every 
thing parliament could confer on them, and would 
therefore fupport the motion of his hon. friend in 
the fuUeft manner.— By this means he hoped our 
admirable co^ifiitution would be preferved, and 
tranfmitted to pofterity, complete and inviols^- 

Mr. Ruxton felt it very unpleafant to oppofe a 
motion of this kind, but the confequences of 
agreeing to it were £0 multifarious, that he was 
not prepared to adopt it. At a time when we 
are threatened with war from France, and with 
domeftic feditions, he fhould hardly be brought 
to venture the eftabliflied government of the 
country for anarchy, under the pretext of com- 
pleting ^tholic freedom. — ^The catholics them- 
felves, he was fure would not hazard the over- 
throw of all eftablifhment, mer^y to acquire fome 
political power — tliey would wait till thefe con- 
ceffions might be made without any danger. 

The bill, he faid granted only by guarding every 
grant by a provifo ; it granted the franchife, but 
provided they Ihould not eleft the men of their 
choice,' and it granted military offices when it was 
known that no catholic would enter into the fer- 
vice iince he could not be changed to the Englifh 
eftablifhment — ^Would the catholics forget the 
religion for which they have been fuffering dur- 
ing a century ? would they not endeavour to pro- 
jmote its intereft ? and were the houfe ready to 
*^' ' furrender 
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^Mtender evoy thing into ticir hactte^— every 
daufe of the biBy he laid, &eikred it* tb^e il»|^« 
litic, and that it neither gave fecwity npr £uis*- 

faftiOfi'. 

Mf. AnneJUf faid it Was abiUrd to fee^ die 
catholics from parliament if the bill pafled. He. 
aiked \trhether any man wjould fay frt)m atithoiity 
Chs* the cattholics would be iatis£ied witfc the bill? 
If not He fhould think the claufe iteceflStryK 

Mr. donkey '^'3^ a fdend to the motion^* He h^ 
confidence in the cathtdits or he would. not agree 
ta grant them any thing; and when iib. ilkuch-wa& 
ibotit to be grantied, it would be abfurd to with* 
hbld any thing. . ^ 

He ftated the eflfefl: of keeping them outo£ 
^afiiament to be that they would retuxiimen of 
BO reli^on who would not fcruple tO'take the 
OSith^ and who would ad* only a& hirelinm^ Th€^ 
hoUfe were now only moved, that the' claiite mig^ 
be put in a Situation of being, dettatedv and the 
tight hon; gentleman [Mr. Hobart] who oj^pofed 
it, had given the bcft reafon in the world why it 
fhould-^when he £aid it was neceffary the lorag 
fhould be acknowledged head of the church, aud 
that this declaration would exclude catholics. t£e 
knew that the catholics had not fo ftrong an ob^ 
jeftidn to this oath, as they were fuppofed to have, 
fince it only went to dtclare the king hmd of the 
church by Jaw efiaBliJhedj which ik> cath6lui dottbt- 

cd. ■ ■ •• 

Sir Boyle Roche. — I aim at a kife which moft to 

adVhire the great abilities of thehoti. gen^aidii 

who ih^de the motion, or his generoits {mtkmcntu 

1 am not however difpofed to- add any new msfetter 

to^ the prefent bill, leafl: it feouW ftop^ it ih its 

next ftage, and by fiich means Bcjfe it altogether. 

The bill, in its prefent forasi^ I. thiiAi a tptoi 

cminciputioft o^f the cathcAicSj as ftqr as it' is con- 

' iiftent 
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A&tntai8kh^:^cmi^i^t\xi^n i and as that has^I^ee^ 
.Miwrays>?iy *l»«iii^»rk, the-pref^t bUl ha&.ii^ 
: entire apfHTobaf^Qii. 

Evciiy, pctfiau who knq w&upe, jaauft ^c ; fenfiWe 
:ho«r.««Hfch:Irh3^ve at, heart tl;e Vt^reft of ithe ro- 
. man catholics ; I . IW^ld fift ?igainfl; yny natui^e 
ifliauld aot that be, the cafe ; I am defcen^ed fr^gi 
-thqiu,. and my, n^ar^ mA dearcft c^i^oxions are 
-aznongft them. 

T-hc fittiation of the pnbUc af&irs fqem at pre- 
;feiit = to>.be fo critical and e:sti^Qrdii)jiry, that it 
.caMs upcm cvery;:man to de^l^re his political qpi- 
mon;;and, with kave^of the h€mfe,»I,|iistll fey 
afew iwoffds -op, that fubjed. 

. I . am ; idefcended ( f rojn a i^oble, ' family , jin. this 
.country, :w:ho loft high honours and extenfiye 
prppOTties for their Joy ^Ity ^nd a fupport of their 
foinciplcsi ,and as. principle is the .ground upon 
:which 6very majn is right, I think jnyfdf honpr- 
Cjdtin bein^ defcended from a. race of loyal and 
honefi: : men; they , facrificed ey^ry thing that 
iroas dear Jn; tins life, tp, fupport a irace of Iqngs, 
in their time, Jfcowhc^ft $h^y.ofw^re f^^ajty an4 
allegiance: — I, their remainder, will declare 
before; God and the wc>rid» that was I now in 
fwfieffion of 'the :pr9p€rties. a^ honors, of .jmy 
anceftors,.! would fifijne the JP; an for iny gracious 
fovereign on the (throne, and , jiis fam^y. - 

I think myfblf not^ngvlst^ in this way of think- 
ing, for I bcKev9 thatatis thq naitural difppfitipn 
of .aH the. catholics in Ireland. L^t us Ippk.back 
and: fee 'how that jorder of in^n have cqnduded 
thcmfdves from, thfe.year i688 to the ypar 1 77S.? 
Jf they have, any enjenues they muft acknowledge 
claat during:.that period thjc^e 13 no inft^nce in the 
hiftory of mankind^ of any p^pl^ hayi?ig fufl^red 
fiich- a .degt5ce of vidleace and opprelUpn aa they 
did } and jwhiat .muft now kn^m. wpnidi^i'ful.^o eVery 
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man, that a race of brave people had (under fiidi 
cnid circumftances as have been relatedj conduc- 
ed themfelves peaceably and quietly ; and though 
both in the year 171 5 and 1745, when England 
and Scotland were in rebellion againft the prefcnt 
family upon the throne, and when the emiffaries 
of the exiled family came into this country with 
promifes of reftoration of liberty and property, pro- 
vided they went into rebellion againft that fami- 
ly, they to a man rejefted it, and there was na 
period in which that people conduced themfelves 
more amenable to the laws and the magiftracy. 
The earl of Chefterfield, being then lord lieute- 
nant, had been often heard to fay, " that the ca- 
tholics of this kingdom had conduced themfelves 
more peaceably tnan any other defcription of 
men," and reported them as fuch to the then go- 
vernment of England. Therefore, Sir, if we arc 
to judge of what is to happen, by the paft, we 
have every reafon to have the utmoft confidence 
in the loyalty and peaceable condu6tof the catho- 
lic people ; and we will aA wifely to attach fuch 
a body of men to the ftrength of the proteftant 
intereft of this kingdom. 

Sir y.'Bluquiere thought the objeft of the claufe 
was in H&. conceded already in granting the elec;- 
live franchife. He urged the argument of incon- 
fiftency in almoft unanimoufly rejefting laft year 
an humble petition, and this year deliberating on 
placing them in both houfes of parliament. — If 
the claufe were introduced, he thought it would 
probaby induce the lofs of the bill.^— The friends 
of the claufe therefore would counteraft them- 
felves; — and might by fuch an inadvertence bring 
upon the country one of the moft fatal calamities 
that could at this moment befall it. 

Mr. Curran followed, and in a fpeech of nearly 

two hours in length, ranged through a wide ex- 
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tent of argument with his ufual happinefs. His 
wit in many parts ihone with that brilliancy, and 
cut with that point for which he is fo much ad- 
mired. His firft bufinefs was^ to refute the argu- 
ments, and reprobate the ilUberality with wmch 
an hon. gentleman had attacked the catholic peti- 
tion on, a former night, which he did in a very 
warm ^nd able manner. 

; He then fupported the general and complete . 
emancipation^ by fliewing that the period was now 
arrived whence the catholics, being worthy of 
freedom, must become free. He fiated the ]pro- 
Ijrels of their fpirit from the ftate of feryile hu- 
miliation to which it; had been reduced by the 
legiflation of Ireland, which feemed intent only 
on expunging the image of God from the minds 
of his creatures, in the expatrition of their fellow 
iabjeds, to the full grown vigour which it has 
latterly exhibited.---He ,urged urongly the juilice 
of reftoring to them what they had unjuftly been 
deprived of, and proved it neceffary to Irifli liber- 
ty, and to the connexion of the country with 
England. He ftated the probable happy effeds 
of thdr emancipation on the kingdom at large, 
and fliewed that liberty no where, and confe- 
quently not with them, could begin gradually. 
Xiberty might fade indeed undw chronic deterio- 
ration, but infancy andadolefcence, were unknown 
to her — Liberty could never be gradually commu- 
nicated by a legiflature, becaufe no popular aiTem- 
bly could eftimate the progrefs of the mind ; the 
only criterion of the people's capability of free- 
dom was when their pulfe beat high under unequal 
preffure : and this fymptom was found in the ca- 
tholics. He ridiculed with a great deal of point 
the paltry conceffions of laft feflion— ras he did 
alfp the manifefto of tlie corporation of Dublin, 
and refuted all the objections that had been ur^ed 
: ; ' O o agamfl; 
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dsg^\n& th^ total enfranchi&ipeiit of thj^ catiioHcs* 
*T"We do not pretend to give aa i(ka of bim 
i^eecb, and we fixceedin^y lament our inability 
to lay it at kngth before our readers. 

JniRiediately on Mr. Currants filling down, iir 
J. BJ;aquiere got up, ^nd with fome acrii]Qony oh» 
fery^d:, that l£e hon« gentlen^an had miftaken lm% 
and miftated the fad. That the amendment pra- 
p,o£^4 f^^Y ppffibly prove a moil fatal calamity ; 
ibr it might fail by an nnfeafidBabie pr ill-manageici 
application, a^d by that means bring the country 
to the utmoft wretchednefs* . The. motion, he ebm 
Jjs^i^, goes to both houfes. However wairmlty 
it noay receive the eoneurrence of this houfe, it 
niay, however, not meet with the faine receptipu 
in the upper houfe. In the next {dace, in regard to 
the adminifiration, he never fuggefted that the 
bill, or any claufe of itj refted its fate on thatr 
Y^t^ by the repr^ntation of the hon^ g^tleman 
who fpoke laft, it ipight be fupppfed I^e had him* 
felf inimuated, it might come from that quarter. 
Hf was not fo fodiih as to fuppofe, even for 9. 
laompnt t}iey were to >Vait for the dilates of ad^ 
]][iil2i0ration relative to what was left to the freq 
dijGciiffion of that houie« He had too high a refpcS 
for the houfe to harbour any fuch idea, and ihoul4 
be happy to congratulate on his laudable zeal 19 
profBOting the welfare of the country, without 
buiiding his own ipeiit in fo doing on the miiire* 
prefentation of another. . 

Mr, ^m^^«t; obferved, that even had he bc^n 
bkifed with the gift of eicciting laughter on every 
fjiitged, y<2t he was far from dcmfidering this the 
time or pccaflon for indulging that happy gift of 
haiiiiqur and rajille^ry , 'when a Inifineis or the moft 
iic^rtant B^ure demanded the moft ferious at- 
teoitian of the houfe. H^ looked on the biH, he 
faid^ as unf^Voural^ tp the ckr^y : and this was 
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the principle on 'which he would bbje6l \6 it. He 
was ri6t, however, to be underftood a6 objb^on 
tot the whole bill, btittfrfoitnepslrtfc^lar parts only. 
Ite looked on the bill, as brought ifi by a few, 
ntDt as the reftilt of a mature deliberation fan<!)!id6« 
€dby the united voice of any body of men. ' The 
fubfiance of the bill hdd^ he coixfeffigd^ inet tdth 
riiany advocates at the other fide of the t^tet j 
bat it was bec^tife they had not confideled it. 
4Groverninent heard th« roman catholic fubj^As 6f 
tUffi kingdom complain of dertaifi difabiliti^i^ iiA 
]grievances ; and thought the people wei'e to' be 
appeafed by removing, as miuch as could with phi- 
dEeiftce and propriety be done^ the caufe of thofe 
complaints. He ^ould, however venture to 
pledge bimfclf that government ncVer had any 
i<tea diat that houfe would have carried it^ indul- 
gence to fuch X length, as it feemed at prefect dif- 
pofed to do J He wifhed not to be thought t6 en- 
vy> his romani catholic brethren any cpnc^^fltohs he 
tbdught they had a right to obtain, or fh^t dotild 
tonfi'ftendy with their own advantage, and the 
£Lfdty of both partks be gf^nted to theiii< He 
had a property in this country^ and with th^iC pro^« 
p6tiy he would live ot^die : and thig circiimlfelritifc 
even aldne was fuiBcient to overturn aiiy cdknib 
of ftif^ci^n, that he could be difaffeaed t6th6 
eathdho c«ttfe. He c6uld Aot, hoWevefj rcf^tfels 
his apprdieilfions of the cdnfequenc^ of grants 
iilg thfe catholics an unlimited participatioh dl 
air advantages dvil and religious. The church is 
pdfleffed or immenfe teMtorisd powtr j if lilflu* 
ente is ^ foutsd^d tipon property, no mail edt) 
deny tfaac infiuende ; that influence goes along 
with th;lt peW^r intb whatever handd it fhallhlip^ 
pen to fsill. . 

CbA». Mi^i adVefged Oh the hoft* geh^ [Ali*. Cir/f- 
rtl^s}^ tfi^Ch^taatie^l d^nition of the right Bn^ 
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of coiiduct which every wife legiflature ought to 
purfue in decidlog on any important queftion.-^ 
He muft, he faid, indeed allow it to be a very 
wife obfervation. — But, let the hon. gentlemsui'is 
motives be what they may, he thought the pre- 
fent a queftion on which every wife man ought 
to be very cautious how he fliould decide. They 
are only local circumfiances that can at all juftify 
the meafure The hon. gent, had, he obtervcd, 
pretty largely flated the connexion of this coun- 
try with England. I fay. Sir, we ought to extin** 
guifli that connexion, whenever it fiiall appear 
that it id injurious to Ireland. If .your connexion 
with England was proteftant, and that this prin- 
ciple^ of union cements the interefts of both coun- 
tries, fhould England ftep forward and propofe to 
telinquifh this connexion, would it^ I alk, promote 
the welfare of Ireland to accept the offer ?— I am 
iUre it would not, — But you wifhed to relinquifh 
ip, and faw it was your intcreft to do fo— you will 
no doubt acquiefce in this propofal in toio. The 
dii^ofition of government,^ and of the fervants of* 
goveri^ndent, to afford every relief to his Hjajefty^i} 
xoman catholic fubjedls, is neither an pccafional 
or temporary expedient. No man ean reafon^bly 
have any objeftion nor oppofition to a fet of men 
who contribute fo largely to the neceffities of .the 
fiate, and are fuch ufeful members of fodety.— - 
But although we may not differ in other r€fpe<5l:s, 
yet we have a right to differ in politics. . In faft^ 
the connexion between Ireland and England refts 
upon one or two prificipjes— protection on the 
one fide, and happinei^ on the other. I fay^ fir, 
that Englifli- protedioii and Irifh tmanimity are 
the principkis of profperjty to both — " God haa 
joined them, then no man can divide them.^* — - 
We ought, therefore^ on the prefentfubjeft to lay 
afide aU collateral confiderations. If Britiih and 
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Iriih independence is founded on their union, as 
it moft certainly is, you can have no objed: in 
propofing new ^lans of reformation ; unlefs you 
wim to fet up a fchool for the fabrication of go- 
vernments. If you take the bill in the fame point 
of view that I do, you muft take it juft as you 
find it, or dfe rejeft it altogether. But, if gentle-^ 
men, were difpofed to make experiments, he 
faw no reafon why they Ihould not be made 
in public as well as in private. Yet he could not 
help being fully perfuaded, that if the prefent dif- 
cuffions had not revived the diftinclions between 
catholics and proteftants, they w ould have died of 
themfelves, and very few years would have done 
them completely away ; for he was convinced 
Ireland is the moft liberal country on earth. It is 
a grofs miftake to fuppofe the profperitjr of Ire- 
land to come into competition with that of Eng- 
land; for the exiftence of England, he would af- 
firm, depends on its' union with Ireland. He on- 
ly objected to any alterations that Ihould be pro- 
pofed to be made in the bill. 

The eleftors, he faid, muft influence the elefted 
—the bill was conciliatory to both :— on it, in its 
prefent form, depends the profperity of England 
and Ireland. 

That as all human inftitutions were liableto be 
perverted and abufed, gentlemen ought to take it 
in its beft point of view.— It tends to ftrengthen 
England by Irifli connexion, to ftrengthen Ireland 
by unanimity. But he would, at the fame time 
fay, that he could accommodate himfelf with as 
good a grace as any man to any change that might 
take place. He thought, however, experiments 
in politics always dangerous ; and would be fo 
now in particular, if they lead to difunion inftead 
of unanimity. His principal objedion for making \ 
fuch experiments was, at prefent, only to the time, 
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whkh "Was by no fnea-ns ripe for ftch hdzardir 
But if gefinlemefil though otbeni4le» *he wdtild b^ 
auaaengft the foremoft to embafk in smy n)ea&n?e 
that fhonld appleir to fot\{^»ad the public we^^ 

Mr. W4 J9* Conjrigham adverted with fome fcvc* 
rity to certain clanfe of the caltli()lic frctitidn to 
Irifcaajgcfiy; firft, in coxftplaitiing that tshree toil* 
Kons of peopic in this coiiotry wetis not reprefeat* 
^&i Ihat charge, he faid^ did not deferve an aiiV 
fwcri Another charge he objefted to when' fiated 
a partial grievance, viz. thfeir being excluded froaf 
the -benefit of purchafiri^g land^^ &c. . But be felt 
fkot for catholics alone in this rcfped ; he nmft 
fed for prbteftants^ the lower drders of whorfl 
Irerc fnbjeft to the feme grievarice fiot lefeihstt 
the fame dcferiptian of the fornlcar. He objefted 
to Mr, Carran*s . ariangement in defdribi&fg the 
fiate of th^ union between Englarid and Irelind> 
atod of the catholics tifider the fereral adminiftra^' 
tloflsr; he did txoi like his progreflive ibotioii froni 
adaadimfti^tioti to adsnihiftration. He Woidd not! 
go beyond the revoliition/ which he t:fenfidei*ed? 
tJhie ftd&d likely to proteote and fccure tinananiSty 
between the different orders of the commfnility^*— 
And* afcer a few remarks oil the relative fituation; 
of both countries at and fince the revolution^ her 
oyiidiidS^d witib a negative to the h^jft.: Mr, Knbst's 
soiicridnient* 

An hori; metnber aferibed the miferie> of this\ 
country to a want of Unanimity*^-^ Would vote* 
for the bill as it ftobdv^^He miaft obftrve in fzf 
vour 50f this cddntry thut it has a chtareh eftablifliv 
raent^ which it con ceraed :gentiemett to be atffeett- 
tivc toi He cottldnotv hefaid'^ avoid' feeling fonie: 
pain? arid' iadi^naiion at themany injiirious reflec- 
tions arid flanderou^. afpcrfions /thrown out oir 
Ireland daily ^ iii tftc Englifiirhoilfe of common^' 
ajtdrinEftgttfc.news^ijiapcr^, rektivc to our adibiV* 

niftratioR 



J 




COMMON S, a87 

©a&i^ioft ill tcMixk %«d rftite* That as.fo jaaaay 
gentlemen fc^^ ifpofaea fo largely io feehalf cJf 
3^QQ0p<£>, h^ wo^M hy ^ word ill fevQur of 
3L00Q0PQ Pf prpteftftfMfS tt" 5» it ao^t Hfioefliry to 
fy^^t tb4r iotoreft ii> frlwiDcli aad fiate, as wjeU 
ds tkuat j^ (tKe cathpjics ?**-rT-r-li« th^o <8S|>reflcd 
fc^me 2ilJff5Ei Qn ^MccQunrt of jth^ veH pr.o^portion ©f 
dbeQMi53 te^t miJtft coufeqm^n^ly t^fce place aa 
griintii^g Jtbe ^k^ve . frwehiCe to the qadjjolics ; 
9axd ;H tj^e 4apger he 9^pprehej3i(k4 our church 
diabljihjnep* jo^^ft h^ /5xpQfc(J to from thai fi^, 
Q«t aosfeunit pf the y?ft i^fliienee the roaufli d^Fgy 
ppflfefc oyef tte kky, i?P had however no ob^ec^ 
tion to voting for the ibiU, <^ly fo far as it t«Qd» 
ed ttQ a iaii and unlimited pa^ tidpatioa iof rights 

w4i priyjj^ges, 

A^^ p. ^. Z?4^ joined in one or two parxichial 
mt^txag^* It was at a time he was not fiiffidentr 
Jy zcqnmnt^^ with the fpirjt of thofe ipefilings.?r?t 
As to his Qmn ^^ndu^» he hoped he could fet any 
ptdiqu^ 3cenisrk$ that wight be made an that oc« 
ca&oHf »t defiance, ^I'hat the event has fpoke that 
he did heretofore join againft extending the fraa*- 
chiie to the ca^tholici^ fo far as others have done : 
but that: perQeiving the vaft rapidity with which 
the .proteftant inhabitants in his neighbourhood 
w^re reconciled to that indulgence, he would 
BOt be fo av»erfe to the full extent of it as he had 
been ; yet he was not fo far perfuaded as not to 
adhere to the linaitation ;, and of courfe voted 
againft the hort, Mr. Knox's claufe. 

Mr. Bujhf. feid, he found two things in refpeft 
to the bill which required to be treated with great 
caution; firft, the fuccefs of the bill; fecondly, 
the eflFefit of the bill after it is pafled. That ano- 
ther houfe had as gox)d a right to difcufs the bitl 
aa that houfe had., — Begged the friends of the bill 
, ||rould. confider well what ft^ps they were taking 

—had 



^ 



288 COMMONS. Feb. 25 

— had heard many fentiments that night about 
gradual emancipation. He did not call it a gra- 
dual, but a complete and perfeft emancipation. — 
That the fame diftin6tion admitted on the princif- 
pie of the bill had been adopted in all free fiates^ 
and mentioned fome infiances in Athens, Crete 
and Rome, as well as in feveral modern ftates. 
He by no means confidered perfect communica^ 
tioii of power neceffary to perfeft liberty. He 
then recommended to gentlemen to propofe a 
payment out of the treafury for the catholic cler- 
gy— otherwife that body will afluredly in this 
kingdom poffefs not equal advantages with pro- 
teftants, but fuperior power. 

Mr. Ogle declared he would vote a^inft the 
meafure as long as the bill remained in the houfe. 

Mr. Conolly gave his moft decided approbation 
to the motion propofed by the hon. gent, at the 
other fide [meaning Mr. Knox] and expreifed an 
equal wifll to their caufe. He mentioned what he 
confidered only a flight objeftion to their firfl: 
mode of proceeding, which, however, was not 
worth inQfting on. 

Mr. Dunn rofe and read a claufe of the catholic 
bill, ftating their difability — called fuch a diftinc- 
^tion of his majeflry*s fubjefts into two bodies a 
garble. — They had no objeftion, he faid, to the 
granting legiflature to the catholic commons^ but 
had made no provifion for the peer, who does not 
receive by this bill fo much as the clamorous forty 
fliilling freeholder. But the meafure that had al- 
ready come forward was not an ultimate meafure. 
That the houfe only put the bill into a courfe of 
debate before the committee. 

Mr. Grattan—A have fpoken already to the whole 
of the qucttion, fo much as to tire this houfe. \ 
have nothing to add, except it be to repeat my 
creed on this fubjed, which is to give the roman 
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catholics civery thing, and to put them on the 
fobting of other .diflenters. Under this impreffion, 
I vote for the lj)ill, becaufe it gives them confide- 
rable advantages ; and fur the motion, becaufe.it 
removes one of the claufes of the bill that attempts 
to limit thofe advantages. 

Mr. Maxwell voted againft a total emancipation; 
and of courfc againft the motion of the hon. gent, 
on the other fide of the houfe. [Mr. Knox]. 

Mr. Knox flood up to reply to a right hon. gent, 
from the other fide, who made fomc animadver- 
tions on his motion ; he faid he would be brief, 
becaufe the arguments ufed againft his motion 
were rather perfonal than againft the motion. He 
cbferved as to the figure, of overloading the cart, 
applied to him by the right lioni gent, he had ra- 
ther do fo than be the miferable garron to drag 
that load along. That was the firft time he ever 
heard the fu]:mife fiarted in that houfe, that a mo- 
tion Wiould not pafs in the upper houfe. If gen- 
tlemen felt, as he did^ they would fee no alterna- 
tive ; at a tinae when the arms of our enemies, as 
well as a militant philofophy^ threaten to fubvert 
our conftitution. '^ Shall we, fir, invite the ca- 
tholigs to the threfliold of this houfe, and then 
(hut th$ door againft them ?— fliall we not rather 
unite the loyalifts of the fouth to the republicans 
of the north?— fhall we not call on them in the 
name of that venerable conftitution which we all 
adore, and of thpfe laws which we all revere?*'— 
He fhould not, he faid, afk them to vote for him 
or his meafurc— 'But he would alk theni to vote for 
themfelves, for their loyalty, for their families.-^ 
He then made a few remarks on the principle of 
his motion, 

. Mr. Ct^e replied— his meaning was, that he 
would rather injure the government, than ferVc 
it ^t the expcnce of the public — he then replied to 
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vht^^ of the i& were buying, felEng, woil^ng; 
He avo^^^ed but thfj aft itfelf j Re w«fi$: ao qfpre^ 

Mr. SagweU warmly fupportcd tne i:fa|ifc» a^ 
epfotciog more eflenti^ advantages oa tba roi^aa 
cltholica than it is intended ^y tl^e wkqh of the 
prefenc bill t6 graiit them. 

Aft. Gen. faid, that that a<9: in h^s ^n& i^ras lOr* 
tended to encourage an incrc^ <>f Ibiangpr^ the 
corporate tdwM being btjt th^4y ii^JiaWted^ He 
thought,, ^txd does M]l thinisc it a qiaefijpp of s^t 
d!biibtfi^ confequence as any othier before ^ 
hoUfe« For it may turn out that a catfiolicy ^t 
tlipgin fu^h a place, may b^ entide4 <o ^thk ipi* 
munities and advantages y/h^ch a native fic^clui^ 
proteftaiit would. 

The clapfe after fome axpe^ments wae^^greed 
to. 

The bpufe then refoIvQ4 itfel^ into a cofKlmitbop 
od tbc bill. 

Mr. Day itk the Qiair^ 

Mh Trench roCc J he faids/with awijfh toe^odite 
thebill^ and to remove fome prejudices vdudji'^had, 
been induftrioufly fpread; It haa been cQAfide^dy 
affcrted, that if the roman* catholics were not 
granted all that proteftarits enjoy— of wy diiUnqr 
tion or refervation was made^ th,ey wovjld npt bet 
conteiited. If he had ente;rtai]ied the \cQ&, idea 
that fuch would be their condu&, they iiever 
would' have had his fupport; but fince the bill 
was brought in^ and had been, painted andfiaU^- 
ed, he had cQiiverfed with many of ihf: Qiiofi fCf 
fpeftable gentlemen of the roman cathoUqe reli- 
gion, p5i.rticukrly from his own part qf the.cQi^i- 
ity, ^nd they eve^ one apptroved t^ biU^ ^^d 
expjreffed their approbation m terms of the higheit 
loyalty to their king, and the firongeft attachment 
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to the conftitution ; they declared, that when the 
bill which they acknowledged conferred great 
benefits upon them fhould pafs, they would retire 
to their homes filled with gratitude to the govern- 
ment of the country, and to parliament ; and 
they defired him to make this public declaji^tiQU 
in their name, and to add, that their future cqh- 
duft fliould manifeft the fenfe they entertained of 
fo great a favour. He therefore held it, ^hat iiiy 
gentleman who, in their name, fliould hold a 3iir- 
ferent language, and fay they were not fatisfied, 
was not a friend to the rbman catholics of Ire- 
land. 

' The firfl: claufe of the bill being read, the at- 
torney general liiade feveral amendments to enabld 
the bill more fully to effect its objeft. 

Mr. OJborne then propofed an amendment to 
the purport of the claufe he had obtained leave to 
introduce. * After a tedi6us xonverlktion, his 
amendment was rejefted, and he was advifed to 
introduce a fubftantive claufe. - 

Mr. Alexander^ (of .Den*y) faid, he admired 
the ingenuity of gentlemen in finding out claufes] 
which gave theni' opportunities of making flam- 
ing fpeeches, and fliewing their ' mighty zeal for 
the rpman catholics ; but fureiy. there never waS 
a more unneceiTary claufe than that fo warmly 
infilled upon by th^^ hon. gentleman;' for he would 
defy any man to fliew a fingle inftance where 
any artificer had been prevented from working, 
buying, or felling, in any borough or towntXor«f 
porate. ' ' \^ ' (.\ :\ r'-^i.. 

' Doftor Duigenan faid he had to propofe 
fome amendments which, as they went to the 
whole merits of ' the bill, would , neceflarily de- 
ni;and fome time for difcuffion. He had upon the 
introduftion of the bill pretty fully expreued his 
oppofition to it ; he had given histeafons for that 
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oppofition, and to thofe reafons he adhered, not' 
withftanding the animadverfions of fome gentle* 
men and the mifiatements of others: thofe 
animadverfions and miftatements he was now rea- 
dy to refiite, and he trufted he fliould be heard 
in fpite of the roar of political projectors, or the 
flimfy orations of thofe who trade in declamation, 
men who ftamp, and ftorm and rage, with fran- 
tic geftures and diihevclled hair, like the Pythian 
prieftefs of old — or afiright their audience with 
convuliive fcreams and diftorted features like the 
gypfics of inodern times. 

After this exordium he went at large into the 
bill, and concluded with njoving the following 
amendment, " T^hat no roman catholic Jhall vote 
in any county for any member to Jit in -parliament 
unlefs fuch roman catholic Jhall have a freehold 
of 2oL a year value in Jaid county^ or in any 
borough^ unlefs he have a freehold of 20./ a^year^ 
Cany where in the kingdom) or is pojfejffed ofpro^ 
perty to the amount of 1000/.^' 

In the courfe of his fpeech the dodor had de- 
clared that if the proteftant intereft was fur- 
rendered to the roman catholics, as by this bill 
it would be, an union with England would be 
'the neceffary confequence ; the proteftants would 
have no refuge but in an union — and rather than 
be the flave of the roman catholics, he would him- 
ielf be the man to propofe an union — [Mr. Egau 
here interrupting him] — 

J ' The Speaker rofe in his place> and faid he would 
recomtnend it to the hon. gentleman not to 
interrupt the member while fpeaking, unlefs hd 
committed a breach of order ; but while he was 
advancing apolitical opinion, no man bad alright 
Jo call him to order. 
i ; 3Do<aor 
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JioSttx Duigenan again faid^ he would in tiie 
eveiit of chat bill fly to England fdr refuge ; and if 
he could not be free here, he would fee tcv be tlic 
-fcllow-Aibjed of the EngUftman, who valued li- 
berty, and rcfpeded the protcftant reKgion— He 
would be the man to propofe an mma. 

Mr. Fery faid he had been fo perfonally alltRfed 
to' in the ipeech of the learned dodor, that he 
fek himfelf under a neceffity of tre^ffing on the 
conmifttee* He acknowledged faimfeif obliged to 
tiie'docbor for his profeffiom of re^e^^ to him and 
his family ; but he had hoped when he was ftatii^ 
hi^ argumetits, he wDuld hwe ^stted them entire, 
atKi not partially. — Mr. Pery feid he had fiated 
^ a reafon Ibr the £&vourab]e opinion he enter- 
tained of the roman catholic* their eonvcntiDn 
which — condu^ was in his mind pecuKarly <fif- 
creet and laudable. At the dole of that con^en- 
feioii they had fmmed a petition neitlier fiiHe nor* 
treafonahk — and to complete their pi^|w5ety of 
behaviour, they had pu^^iflied a circalar letter tO" 
to t^ people of tlheir trommunioh^ recommend- 
ing a peaceable demeanor and obedience to the 
laws* He had alfo ftated that a great tha^^ had' 
foken place in £he proteftant mind, which was 
€he fyik. For alt thefe reafons, (which he had 
fitted as a plain country gentleman* without trick 
of profeffion or artifice,) he thought it right to 
fepporc the {K^efent bill, and he would not be 
turned afide from his intention by a bigotry wor- 
thy the middle ages, or bi^ the hope of fevoui: 
from any dignified dais of ipen whatfoevef-. ^ 

Mr. fftAzirt— After what has f^en from the 
hon. gcntteman, it becomes neeeffary for me to 
to ti^ouble tthe houfe for a fhorf time. By» the 
hon. gentleman's amendment it is propofed that 
the ekftivc franchife Ihall be conferred on fuch 
ramaa cathplics only, as poffefs freeholds of twen- 
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1y povuids a-y ear ; or who in boroughs poflefs om 
thpuiand pounds a-yean Sir, it has ever firuck 
Uie^ tha^t when the fame political expediency 
which made it necefiary to deprive the romaa' 
ca^ollcs of the ele^ve franchiie ihonld no longer -^ 

esifi) that privation ihould ceaie with it«*-*and tna^ 
ythw their principles ihould no longer be dan* ' 

gerous to the piotefiant eftablifho^ent of Ireland, 
iiey Ihould be reflored to the enjovmeot of pp^ ]^ 

litical rights upon the broad bafis of equality. If f. 

this qpiiuon is not ivell-^founded, we had better 
not grant i^em any at aU ; if we cannot confide 
In thetti we had better withhold every privilege ; 
but if we can confide in them — as I do mofl: per- 
fedly«-4e£ us grant with generofity and without 
fimitation. 

The hon» gentleman has ibited, that nuny oC 
tlie names \mch are iiibfbribed to the roman ca- 
rbolic petition, may be iound in the rdl of the 
united Iriihmen. — I am forry for it, fir^ — I am 
fprry thsJt the name of any of his majefty's loyal 
fubjeQ:5 . Jhould be found in that roll ; but ftrely 
thi^ is not a reafon for contmuing difqualificatioas ' 
qpprn the whole body of roman catholics, becauiie 
fonie of them ire difa&^ed; if fo, it woiuld at 
an^ time be in the power of a few malignant men 
to draw difti^efs and puni(hment upon : the reft of 
thek comnwoity ; the.lum. gentleman muft then 
fbew tliat the body of the roman catholics m 
general >are difaScifted^ .or Ixis argument has no 
weight. 

The hon^ .^ntleman had charged his ms^jefty'^ 
njinifters in England with folly and with treach- 
ery ; J will take the liberty tq £iy, that if in this 
time.oC^nera] dai)^, they turned their thoughts 
to thoie of ^ his ipajc%!$.fiil;geSs, who had at dJU 
times manifefted themielves. iit^adiaft fiends of th]s 
^onf^tution, it was no very great mark of theii* 
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folly ; and if the roman catholic had for a feries 
of years, and under the moft tfyifig cifCumftanceSr 
proved hitnfelf that friend, and if by granting 
him at this time fo much favours as the.houfe 
fliould think proper, and no more— he could be 
united veith his proteftant fellow fubjeft in fup- 
porting that conftitution againft all its enemies ; 
the minifter who recommended fuch meafures as 
would promote that union, had very little caufe 
to fear the charge of treachery. ^ 

I will fay, lir, that the favours propofcd are 
warranted and induced by the conduft of parlia- 
ment towards the roman catholics. Parliament 
have at feveral times manifefted their approba- 
tion of the principle of the bill, by repcaling^ fe- 
veral of the popery laws, and by granting roman 
catholics the right of acquiring property, which 
when acquired, naturally brings with it the claim 
to that influence in the ftate — which property 
fliould pofTcfs. 

The hon. gentleman has ftated what was done 
in king James's parliament as an argument againft 
granting romari catholics the fame privileges that 
they were permitted to retain eVen after the 
revolution.— Does he forget, fir, that that parli- 
ament afted as the parliament of a kingdom fe- 
parated and difunited from her political connexi- 
on with England? If he wiflies to fhew, that 
when difunited from England, the parliament of 
Ireland would aft as that of James II. afted, no 
one will deny it ; we all know that the fafety of 
the proteftants of Ireland depends upon our con- 
nexion with England ; we know till Ireland hais a 
feparate king the forfeited property can nevet be 
re-affumed, the proteftant intereft can never be 
overthrown, and therefore we take every meafure 
which can tend to ftrengthen the connexion w;ith 
England. 

Another 
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Another hon. geritletnan has faid, that it k vain 
for m to think of with-holding what the biff re- 
ts&ftB if We ^atit >^hat th^e bfll confers.— -Iqittn'otJ 
3gtee with that hon. gentleman', fois by what xvr 
af e gktmting, the pfoteftant intdi;eft can never be 
illjttreri%hile We have the feciuity of a proteftaiit 

An hdii. gt^ntlelftan has charged' the Britifh mi- 
m^cr with a- defign in promoting, this meafujre of; 
creating divifion and^ aniitiofity in tfiis country : • 
to the conviftioii of every man who hears it, die; 
^^ge rcJfutes itfellP— for if ever there was one 
nieaftire more likely to promote conciliation aiid- 
uMtiiitiity thin- another, 'tis this very me^^ltire^ 
But if the ]^iti(h minifter wiflied for difcord and; 
ftrife^ he could not find a better receipt to cffeft 
it ttei^ entoufa^ng old prtgudices. So long in- 
cked ag the pt^dnt pfoteftant fyftem was to be 
m^i^rned, and the cadiqlic was rendered hope- 
kfscff elijoying the benefits of the conftitutiori, 
it was eafy for a iftinifter to promote difunion ; 
btft whfcn he t^kes the certain method of concili- 
adtl^and uniting his majefty^s proteftant and ro- 
ifK^'cathoUc fubjcAs in the common benefits and^ 
o(3rirftMon inteis^s of the conftitution—tfiij charge 
of pfsomotilDg diicord becomes ridiculoils. 

MK i*i(?^«iy.— -Having on a former nightipoken^ 
ttf fiE^titticitts fc> fufly on this fubjiea, I fliotrltt 
nOP fey- a v/^td^ now but for fonie firohg alltrfipiis' 
to my argftmi^titS) which have fallen from fomV 
lteD^l»0d and honourable gentlemen on the other 
iMe of thfe hdufo. As to what has been faid by a 
Ic^ndd jg^deman (J^. Duigenan) abopt the con- 
ch^ erf tkt E^^Mh catholics, in fii'flr prof)0iin5 ' 
affdt aft€^ward$ refiifingto take a particular oath 
of s^^iante, I A>not Kno\V hqw the faft is ; but 
rfepprndftomhifrufuai accuracy he is ftmnded in. 
rtee^tflbptkm. . Ikit is it fair to argue from theaftis 
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of any body of men in another country, that we 
are to aft with rigour towards three-fourths of the 
people in this ? The catholics of this country have 
already given, and do ftill offer the ftrongdft and 
moft facred pledges of their loyalty and attach- 
ment to the government and conftitution ; and 
for my own part, I do moft firmly believe they 
are incapable of the bafenefs of deceiving their 
king, or their proteftant fellow fubjefts. . The 
learned gentleman has charged me with faying, 
I would rather be the flave of the Irlfli cathojic. 
than the defendant of a Britifh minifter : I ufed 
no fuch word as flave — ^I did fay then, and I now 
fay publickly, I would rather fubmit to the fupe- 
rior ftatc of any body of Iriflimen, than be fub- 
fervicnt to the power of a Britilh minifler, or be- 
come the dupe of thofe men who would feek to. 
fupport JBridlh iuperiority in this country, by di-^ 
viding its inhabitants in adverfc parties, apd go- 
verning one through the medium of the other. 
It is to this conduft, fir, I exprelTed my abhor* 
rence — and it is on this account I wifhed to con- 
vince the Irifli catholic, that it was not to the ge- 
nerofity of an Englifli minifter, but to an Irifli 
proteftant parliament, he was to feek for favour, 
or repofe confidence ; and it was theiefore, I wifli- 
ed to reject this bill in ioto, as the meafure of a 
Britilh minifter, and that the parliament of. 
Ireland fhould 'vindicate its own honour, 
and its own juftice, by admitting the loyalty 
of the cathohcs of Ireland to a full and equal 
ihare in the conftitution of the country. It 
has been denied that the Britifli minifter fought by 
this bill to have^ new divifions among the people . 
of Ireland, inftead of conciliation. But the con- 
trary is obvious. The lord lieutenant of Ireland 
has eve'r been confidered as a cabinet minifter of 
Siigland — I do not know whether my lord Weft-. 
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morland is to be confidered in that light. Through 
the lord lieutenant of Ireland it is that the Briciffi 
cabinet muft be fuppofed to attain their knowledge 
of the ftate of this country. The declarations of 
a right hon. gentleman oppofite me in the laft fef- 
fions of parliament, and the aftivity of gentlemen 
under the influence of government throughout 
the country in the courfe of the laft fummcr, 
fpoke it as the determination of governmenti 
that the catholics were not to be granted the fran- 
chife. But what opinion is to be formed of the 
intention of that cabinet — when the miriifter in 
this country never once intimated the fmalleft in- 
tention of ceding the franchife to the catholics,— 
never once confulted the proteftant gentlemen of 
the country upon the fubjeft until it was intimat- 
ed in the fpeech from the throne, and followed up 
by the bill of the minifter now before the houfe ? 
When therefore it was feen that the fervants of 
government firft exerted every means to excite the 
proteftant counties and corporations, to refift the 
claims, of the catholics ; and thai the police party 
in the corporation of Dublin, were urged to fet 
the example to the whole kingdom, by their ma- 
nifefto for proteftant afcendency — and tlien the 
cabinet minifter of England declares from the 
throne a contrary principle — and the friends of 
the minifter in this houfe, are now the loudeft to 
declare that body of people fit objefts for parlia- 
mentary indulgence, whom in the laft feffion of 
parliament, in the courfe of the fummer, through 
the country they had denounced as men inimical 
to the conftitution — and unfit for proteftant con- 
fidence — What other conclufion can be deduced 
from this— but that the divifion of the people was 
the objed: of the Britifli minifter, who while he 
was ufing his influence with the proteftants in 
public to refift the catholic claims, was telling, the 
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this QCcafioQ in a olaan^r they did not ^iak 
right, 

With refpeft to the condaftof admimftration, 
which the hon. gentleman acGuied of privately 
tr-eatiiig with the cafehdics, while they publicly 
Spirited die proteiiant grand juries to oppofe^heir 
daims, the ehirge is equdJy untbunded ; but 
while he brings fuch charges againft us, he has 
himfdf a^condud not lefs extFaordinary, in the 
iailidious ireferve with which h^ one day wisk* 
holds him£elf from all communic^ion twhatever 
with the catholics, and the next hie is ail extrava* 
gant profufionin the indulgences he would grajat 
them. 

As- to the arguments that have been thrown out 
of the difficulties which will arife fro.ip a great 
increafe of the numbers to poll at eieclions-^I do 
confefs 1 feel £bme difficulty on the fubjeft j but 
Jl^nowthere are abilities in •this houfe competent 
to remove the difficulty, z^nd it may eaiily be /ef- 
feiSted in fome future deftion bill. But fureiy, 
fir, fo great an object as the reftoration of elec- 
tive franchife to the catholic body of Ireland, fliould 
not be rejefted for a mere bSennial inconveni- 
ence.' 

Mr. £/ake (^of Ardfty,] oppofed the amend- 
ment, hecaufe it went to defeat the objeQ:s of 
the bill, which was to conciliate the roman catho- 
lics. 

The hon- Mr, Maxwell hd4 this bill altogether 
themoftrafli, impolitic and inconfiftent meafure 
ev€r propofed in parliament ; it went to deprive 
the proteftant of his ri^t^ without fatisfying the 
catholic : by it would be accomplilhed the de- 
ftrudiion of that proti^ftant afcendancy which he 
was forry to fee turned to ridicule in that houfe, 
even by^thofe \vho had laft year fupported it with 
fo much zeal and energy ; it would deprive us of 

the 
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the found part of the conftitution and leave us to 
the ridiculous expedient of entrenching behind 
the rotten part. It gave to the roman catholic a 
weight. of power in the ftate, which as men 
governed by the common paffions, and ambitious 
of human nature they would not fail of converting 
to their own aggrandizement and to the ereftion 
of a roman catholic afcendanc^ on. the ruins of 
the proteftant. It had been faid, that the protef- 
tant mitid on this fubjeft had greatly changed 
fincc the laft fcffio'n — He was ready to admit that 
the minds of proteftant diffenters, and men of 
republican principles had changed, becaufe it an- 
fwcred their views ; but he was fure the minds 
of the proteftants of the church of Ireland had 
not changed — on the contrary he fincerely believ- 
ed they viewed the proceedings of the houfe in 
this bufinefs in the filent agony o£ defpair, and 
did moft ardently deprecate a meafure brought 
into that houfe contrary to their confent, at the 
omnipotent fiat of a Britifti minifter, who by this 
bill affected to fay, he would raze the penal code 
with the ground and out of its ruins erecl a bar- 
ricr for the defence of his influence in this coup- 
try. The bill ftiewed the pr-oteftant he was betray- 
ed ancj the catholic he was not trufted: and thus 
it kept up that principle of divifion in this coun- 
try which it had always been the policy of Englifli 
minifcers to fupport. He reproved the vanity of 
both fides of the houfe in bidding againft each 
other for cathplic favour, and he was confident 
the catholic would more highly refpecl their old 
and flcady friendjj who yielded with caution to 
their claiiiis, tlian thoie who oppofed them on all 
former occaaons, and were now forraftily grant- 
ing every thing to their paffions, without any ^ 
( iicumfpcclion or regard to confequences. — He 
riccufed the framers of the bill with betraying the 
proioitants of Ireland, and he regretted the mif- 

fortune 
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fortune of Ireland, that thofe who had raoft fway 
in the government had no ftake in the country— 
that having no property in the ftate-veffel, they 
might when they chofe abandon the helm, and 
leave the unfortunate crew to the mercy of the 
ftorm. 

Hon. Mt. Stewart objected to the claufe [that 
granting the franchife], becaufe he thought it was 
neither fafe to the conftitution, nor calculated to 
promote union. The claufe wxnt to create fuch a 
number of freeholders as w^ould make the electors 
of forae counties 100,000. It would, in fuch a 
cafe, be nearly impoflible to hold county ele&ions 
at all. The conceflion would not fatisfy the ca- 
tholics, becaufe it did not give them, at the pre- 
fent', any confiderable fliare of political power,, 
though it gave them^ what, at a future day, when 
a reform mould take place, would enable them to ' 
attain whatever elfe they might think proper. The 
bill gave to the catholics the majority of the con- 
llituency of the kingdom ; confiftently, therefore, 
thjc whole fuperftrufture of the government fliould 
bj^ jmade catholic; if not, there would be the ab- 
furdity of a proteftant fuperftrudure ftanding on 
a catholic bafe« 

^ He lamented the religious diflentions that exifl- 
ed in which this country, numbers being all at 
one fide, and every quality for good government 
on the other. 

He ftated two reafons on which the exclufion of 
a body of mtn from political power may be jufti- 
fied, I ft, when it would be inconfiftent with the 
eftabliihed government, they fhould have the 
power; — ad, when there were two contending 
parties.-^ As to the firft;, the catholics, he thought, 
were not, could not be friendly to a proteftant 
church eftablifhment, which he confidered as one 
•f the chief props of the throne,. He differed 
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froifc iHttj^r Hobart Oft th^ fofety of ticfe concdflS- 
ofK^ fO Ibng as we fliould have a prroteftant king; 
fbf "^hat power could the croM'n poflfefi, if the 
1^4lla»fiV6 affembiy feould be catboKcs, and have 
a po\*^r of refufiiig^ the fupplies-. 

The fecond reafon, alfoj he conceived ftron^y 
th ^Pfffy to the catholifcs; — for the ftrugglfe w-as 
irow b€rt\*eeh them and the proteftafnts fW pditt- 
cal power. — ^Let only the applfc of comt^tion be 
thrown bet^vieien thtin, and a contcft \V^Fbe ex- 
cited- vrhkh could ntver have exifteirce if the pow- 
er rfettiftihbd vefted in one party. 

A eoTtfiffibn of the ideas of pt)litical and of ci- 
vil ri^its had been very common throughtjut the 
dffctiflibn of this bill — civil lights the^ catJmfifcs 
were in poffefflen of, and p^oTi^cal rights cannot 
be tllfe pie<5tiHar p'offeffion of any — ^he exenmfflSfea 
Engfend, in which there were nine npfflBoiis' of 
proteftants and yetonPy aboiit 150,000, h2i9ir&tt^ 
^■^thtk' political' pbwer was confined to fe^, arrrf 
th\is it m%ht alw^ be exerted with bd:t^r efflbft* 

Mr. D\ Latouche — Sir, Ihave fet here noW aBtr<re 
thirty years, as independent a man 2.% any that 
fits ii> a^iy hoirfeof parliament.— I bfeJbil^^ ndt to 
adminiftrationj^nor never fliall; I beton^ n*>t ta 
oppofiSon, Hfor never flkll: I vote wrfli both 
whefn Ithifrktftey are afting for the piiblifc gfiibd, 
^ tf I vote agaitrft both when they arc not djotofg fo. 
I fit here under the controul alone, of ptt^hftps a 
/Vcry'weafc and- ctroncbiis uniderftand?!^^ ; bot I 
wwaffi/m a weH intentionidd and- u^ri^^t orrtf*.: 
This I have a!^;i^ays con^dcfed'tobe-dtlnftgfna^dtx- 
ty-, as- an h^neft ntcmber of parTiaraerrt,' atfld '-as: 
atth6Weft man,— antfwMfflildb'fo, I a^ BttTeliraf 
tKri^ miHfon erf" mttt mafcltrnga demafntf; Di)^Kiif"I 
am*d««a*«jined'tdrd!fff, as i«bull*tht m^cdA- 
tdfi^p^l^ itid?vftJu^l, y^ho urJgheha^e-dSiWP t0' 
tfefiWv out ^n ilititnivtetfon/ Sff, f have liVed*injp' 

whole^ 
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wh(5le life loBgin habits of intercourfe and friend- 
fliip with the roman catholics of Ireland, and 
whenever I have been fortunate enough to have 
^ had an opportunity of ferving them, I niever made 
^ dilUn&ion between roman catholic and protef- 
tant. Ivpoffefs fome valuable interefts in the city 
^ad qounty of Dublin, and in two other counties 
of Ireland, where I found a large roman catholic 
tenantry ; — I have never difturbed a man of them^ 
I have vQted for every relaxation of the popery 
laws, and for every benefit conferred upon the 
roman catholics of Ireland, fince ever I have h^d 
a feat in this houfe ; and if any thing ftill remains 
to be done, neceffary for their comfort and hap- 
pinefs, I am ready to give my feeble fupport to itf 
l)ut, fir, I here declare, that whenever they bring 
forward any mcafure, . that may pofliWy tend to 
trench upon the proteftaut afcendancy and our 
happy conftitution in church and ftate, I fhall re- 
fift it ; particulai;ly, I do fay, that I fliall not vote 
for an linqualifiea eleftive franchifq to be granted 
to the roman catholics ; nor for their having a feat 
in this houfe, becaufe I think that would not only 
tend to fubvert, but wp^d aclually be fubverfive 
of both our religion and our laws. — Sir, I haye 
watched -^ith heart felt fatisfaftion, the rifing 
profperity of this country^ and the more^fo as I 
law the roman catholic walking hand ifi hand with 
the proteftant in that profperity j but forry am ^ 
now to find that the coiidu<^ 6f mifled and miftaj 
ien men, ha&interrupted that profperity ; for fir, 
the interruption of profperity is hazarding, if not 
endangering its lofs. Sir, 1 well know, and I af- 
fertit as a faft, that thofe dangerous doftrin^s of 
refpnnation, and innovation, fo carefully diiTemi- 
liated through this country, for this fome time 
paft, by a certain defcription of^ — fpeculative men. 
^ave moil materially injured, both the landed and 

R r commercial 
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cnmmerciail interefts pf Ireland* -Sir, ^heylia^ 
given a very deep wound indeed to the credit ^ 
Ihis countiy, and I am .perfuaded, thit iuiie& 
fomethin^ 1>e dope to put a Hop io their progrels^ 
they will be attended with ieiious and mantfoM 
milchiefs to Ireland. -^ ftall trefpafi no further on 
your patience, not pn that ctf the houfe, bntfliafi 
BOW tii down, only referving to myfetf a liberty 
T>f reply ihould 'I tnink niyfelf called upon ; and 
fipr the prcfentlhallonfy fay, that Hurve never hecff^f 
neither .within or without thpfe walls a fingle ar- 
gument, that fcews methe neceffity of thismea- 
ftiVe. 

R . Hon* yohn fofter faid, when abill is introduc- 
ed in to this houfe for changitig the conftitution 
under which we have lived in happinefs and prof- 
perity^ :md under which we have feen this -king- 
dom' graduatly rife to a ftate pf affluence, and 10" 
an extent of trade and manufafture, of freedom 
nnd independence, beyond the moft fanguine oc- 
peftation of its warmeft advocates; when thifir 
tbange^ia^been fjttggeftedto this kingdom from 
abroad^ without aby internal caufe rcqiririn|f its 
introduftion, at a time of the moft perfeft con- 
tent and unanimity, teligipus animpfities at Teft, 
arid every man .cpntributiiig his indpftry and ex- 
ertions to the public weal— ^: — :little as he was ia 
the habit of freaking, he ctfuld not forbear to re- 
ijiieft the indul^etice pf the houfe while he fiioiild 
delivfer his fentiments on fo great a fubjeft. How- 
ever,, before he entered into it, he would notice 
ibme of the tranfaflions <)f toft fumroer; this tie 
wiflied to have avoid.ed, but the manner in which 
the conducl of grand juries had been mentioned, 
by two or three gentlemen in thai: houfe, made 
it abfolutcly neceffary for hiip, and he woidd&y 
their conduft had not. only been proper, but necef- 
fary and perfeftly conftitutional. 

Soon 
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Spoa after the riling of parliament, laft year» 
an4 alifer this houfe ha4 almoil unamnioufly xe^ 
je^d the petiiidn of tl^e catholiics, Yor gr?intihg 
a<}i^ified franchiife, a letter figned Edward Byrne^ 
Ead been circulated with a very fulpicious fecrecy, 
but was however publicly known before the ifum- 
mer affizes. Thi^ letter was full of fedition^ Ke 
^Dught j^ from thie moment he jS^ll faw it, .an^l 
jj^ thbuglj.t fo ftill. It told the cathplics they werc^ 
flavesr— there can be no IJaves, if there be no ty» 
3r^is; ^ To :whom did it mean that they were 
Jfaivesf To the protdiants, who were then point- 
edt^ut to them' as tyrants and oppreflbrs : ^n in- ^ 
filtration ib notorioufly ialfe, that but fpr the re- 
Blinder ^of the letter it might have pafiTed unno- 
ticed. 1% next ^ndeavojored to poifon the catho- 
lic mind againft the proteftant, by ailerting that ^ 
ronian ^a^olic tenants were turned out of their 
l^xiAi to beggary to make room for proteftant free<* 
hoId^S;.— He now ^kb in the hearing pf the 
l^eateft part of the landed 'property in the Idngi* 
dpm, and he appealed to tjMJir knowledge w^l]^- 
ther fuch' a&rtton was founded in fad, in any 
J>art o|^ IrclaBd.-^It W|i9^ pot ; and he would aar- 
fwer for the county in which he lived, and which 
he' had: the honoi* of reprefenting^ that no man 
inf it, made any diftindion- among his tenants for 
religious qpinions^ nor did he «ver hear or 
believe i th%t anyone catholic was ever tiurned out 
of his farfii to make room for a proteftant. The 
letter with a view to ^iher inflammation, tells 
them, they are uot fecure of an impartial adini- 
ii^ftrati^n of juftice, thereby fuggefting^ that 
both grand and petty juries were fo bigotted, fo 
forgetful' of their oaths, and magiftrates fo cor- 
rupt, that noimjpartial jtiftice could be expeded 
from theiQ^ and that a cb^iig^^ of the law was t^ I 

fentiaHo tbeif profeilitm. For what piu'pofe was a 
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ibitement fo notorioufly falfe made to the publicy 
but to miflead and infli^ne the papilts, to rotife 
their difcontent againft the pioteftants, and fire 
their paflions to fupport a parliament of their own, 
which it was the great object of the letter to con- 
vene, and to convene in a manner the moft ob- 
noxious,' after the French model and on French 
principles : a convention which was to pais by the 
parliament, to pafs by the government, and 
tranfrait a petition to the throne, by deputies of* 
' their own,— ^as if they would fay to' his majefty, 
you can put no confidence in your parliament, 
nor in your Irifli governnaent, they have aded 
wrong, we only can tell you the wifhes of the 
nation, we are the proper judges of what ought 
to be the conftitutioni Some gentlemen had af- 
ferted the legality of their convention 5 he pre- 
tended not to much, Ikill in lawor knowledge of 
the conftitutioh, but he challenged the bdldeft 
lawyer to meet him on that ground. — ^He afferted 
i ' it before theni all, to be an fllegal meeting.-r-It is 
true he had feen opinions to tlie contrary, one of 
them given by a gentleman for whom he had the 
higheft refpeft, as a lawyer and a man, but the 
cafe was not fully ftated, nor were the anfwers 
fully made to the queries. He would not fay 
that the catholics or any fubjefts, had not a right 
to meet and to forhi petitions by committees or 
deputies to his majefty, or either houfe of ps^lia- 
• *ment. He agreed to it in the fuUeft extent, but 

\ this was not the jplafi of the convention ; it w^ 

^ not to be affembled for one particukr ohje^^-^ut 

to be i permanent hod^ to watch over the iiiterefts 
of a clafs Qf his majefty 's fubje^s. In that ref- 
•pecl it partook of the nature of parliament; it 
took upon itfelf the duties of parliament, and 
could not bejuftifiedin a country where parlia- 
ment formed part of the conftitution. I'hat it 
* - ». . ^ ep3brace4 



Feb. 27. COMMONS. 309 

embraced more objefts than one is evident, for 
^tic attendance of its members was exprefsly flar- 
ed -not to" be required exctpt oh important Qccq/ions. 

He would add in defence of the grand juries, 
that by a britifli law paffed at the reftcfration, no 
petition for a change in the conflitution fliall be 
figned by more than a certain number, unlefs pre- 
vioufly approved by the majority of the grand 
jury,, fo^that grand juries have becH there deemed 
proper bodies to 'cbnfider of fuch petitions ; and 
what is the declared conltitution in Great-Britain, 
cannot be deemed unconftitutioiial or improper 
here. — The grand juries were then called on con- 
ftitutionally to notice the letter, and even as 
country gentlemen, they had a right, and did 
feel it their duty to repel its fedilious flander, and 
to fupport the fcnfe of this houfe, which Mr. 
Edward Byrne endeavoured by a counter conven- 
tion to overturn. For this conduQ: they have 
been reprefented as impeaching all the catholics 
of Ireland. — They animadverted on Mr. Byrne's 
ietteronly; and I believe they all did, I know 
the grand jury of Louth did, diftinguifli between 
iiim and tne catholics at large, whofe loyalty and 
good fenfe they exprefsly relied on for difappoint- 
ing the feditious vieivs of that letter^ — and here, 
as no man wifhed more than he did to avoid per- 
fonal refledion, and as he had mentioned Mr. 
Edward Byrne, he felt it a fuftice to declare that 
he knew him pe'rfonally to be a man of worth — . 
that if any of the laws he had elver introduced 
were ferviceable to the trade of this kingdom, he 
was much indebted for them to the clear and 
found information he received frorii that gentle- 
man — He believed him a moft iincere friend to 
the profperity of Ireland, but when he aded as a 
political man^ as a minifter for others, he muft 
^ ftill. 
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jtitl Cxy: be tbonght him a ba4 pjoUticiaa^ and miliar 
totally' condemn bis cc>t)4ud. 

paving thus vindicated the g^nd juries^ he-ne*- 
jturtved to the qi^eftipn- before tiie committee,^ 
which was the cbufe fbr granting the elei^iy^ 
firanchife to the catho^^ss, this they demanded as 
a right, axid many gentlemen in the coi;rfe o£ de^ 
bate had t2dked c^ it^ as a reftituition of 9^ rig^s 
not a favor. IF it were anght, a^ debate on its 
policy muft be /necdlefs, for we could not wiUi- 
hold it. He would ihe^fore cpnfider it in thai 
view, and be trailed he fliould' convince Cbein it 
CQuld not be claimed as a right. 

Perfons who call i^ a right, don't diftinguifii bcr 
tween the real right of the fubje^ and this af- 
* fumed* right* Every fubjed has a- right to be 
bound only by thofe lawsi, and to pay only thofe 
taxe9 which are agf eed to by the reprcfBhtativc 
body of the people^ — that body is the reprefenta- 
live of eleclorsf and non*ele<fiors equally ; but the 
ifiode-in which that reprefentative body fliaH be 
appoinQ^d; and who fliall (hare in that appoints 
m^ti has evef bej^n regulated^* ^ertaine^air^ 
reftnujied by law. There is an abfuri^ty in fup^ 
pofmg that every individual has a rig^t to eicGt ; 
;f fo, it extends equajlly to ril; it was prior to all 
law, and the whole pradice of the Britifh conftir 
tution 4^as been an ufuipatioji. 

An ajift of Henry VI» limited the right of *free- 
holders voting to fuch as had forty Ihillings a year, 
if an Inherent right exifted, the legiflature could 
not have fo modified and narrowed iti but they 
did fp, and the law has been aequiefced in for 
centuries in both kingdoms. — If it was not a com- 
m on right th^, it certainly cannot become fo 
inow. The regiftry aft he mentioned alfo, as an 
in^2|.nce whereby freeholders under ten pounds, 

weie exciudf4 from voting, unlefs they perform- 

'■'■'■'■ ' ''■• ed 



1 



r 



^BB. 27* .e O ftf *I Q :N;g. $:H 

ed ceiTtaIn cond^tioas ; and he dWblt much ofi ifbt^ 
law whicb totally ipixvents tbe .excccife dFibe 
^nchife, at the time when it is mdSt delifsdile 
and can be o£ moft ufe'^at^the limewhett a ni^a- 
cancy takeis ^p^aoe, with momentous fob^^tbe:'^ 
lore pairliament^ and when individuals might wHh 
to have a ihare in fch^ choice. The law won'^t al- 
low any man at fuch time to\ptocure a power of 
Noting, for Jie muft be a ftofiefibr Jbc months be- 
fore the Vacancy ; it even |}reveats his .voting nn- 
lc& he fwe^rs that' he did uot f^rocure his vote fm 
purpofe to qualify huxi to vote at that dectieiu 

Anodier inftance of reftraiEkt is in the exdufioQ 
of revenue officers in j^nglandirom voting, >inea 
who could Jiot 'be excluded, if their nght was 
inherent, parainount to parliament, andwiiomit 
feems hard to deprive of a franchife, for devot- 
ing their time, and their health, to the fervii^e of 
tl|e publick. Sutif tht rag^t wasinherent, why 
is the female part of the community exchided, 
they <:ooftitute one half of the peof^, the tux- 
married part of them cannot ;be'fuppofed under 
influence, and they pofTefs as good fenfe and under^- 
fianding as we do. .The conftitutional ground, 
on \$v>hich all tbefe regulations proceed^ is that the 
law reftrains ^11 thofe intio ought in xeafon^ to 
be deemed un£t to vote, either from want of 
ibund difcretion, as idiots, and minprs, or. from 
being fuppofed fubjed to the influence f>f othans, 
as alms-men, freeholders under forty fhiiUngs, 
a^d revenue officers, oriroiai ^t giTi&g tSioft; 
tefts of attachm^it to the coaftitution, ii$;luch the 
laws deem necdTary for the fafety of the dftftte, 
before any perfons fliould be admitted into its 
jFuni^icnis, as roiiEtan catholics, who do not jac^ 
knowledge the kkig, to^thel^e^dofthechuixh. 
In >£>»|g4ai^d, the catholics arp not, he allowed » 
deprived of this right by naniei bat by implica- 
tion. 
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tion, by prefcribing as neceffary. qualification^ 
the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy, that no 
man might have political power, who was not at- 
tached to the canftitution, both in church and 
ftate, and who did not acknowledge ius majefty 
to be fupreme ia fpirit^al as well as civil junfdic- 
tion. >> ... , . , 

It had been aflerted and relied on, that the caf 
tholics had exercifed tlie.right of franchife, until 
the ift. of Gee*. IL This was :not the fai?l, for 
by tvety refearch he could make, they never ex- ' 
ercifed it fince tbeTCvolution, and he would prove 
it from the journals which gave the heft evidence 
of thepraftice ahdthe ufage of parliament. 

Reread the refojution of the houfe in 1697 de- 
claring n^nu con. that papifts ought to be exclud- 
ed from tiie right of votiftg; hethenftated, that 
in 1709' their right came in queftion, on the pe- 
tition, of Mr. GuflFe, for ii.ifhiown, the proceed- 
ings on ?vhich were reported fpecially ; and the 
cafe : was, that 36 papifts, had offered for Mn 
Ctrffe, and if they were admitted, he was duly 
elefted. 

The portrieve alledged,. that he refiifed them 
having been informed, that .they had been before 
refufed at Rofs^ and had not voted, for many yean. ., 
One evidence produced by the petitioner believes, 
papijis voted formerly^ but not of latje iimen , Another 
lays, papijis have been excluded from 'fwtingr ftnce 
Jameses timeyStnd the fitting member's counfel, 
ifififi: that the papijis. had not a right to vot^y and had 
not voted ftnce the revolution. . No evidence whatfo- 
ever is produced to fhew that they had ever voted, 
which it muft be fiippofed, would have been done, 
if the faft v/ere fo. A debate enfued in the com* 
mittee whether papifts had votes or not, and they 
refolved the fitting member ivas duly elected, 
thereby declaring papifts had no votes. Thofe 
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records clearly ihew the ufage from the revoluti* 
on, and there is not any other entiy on the jour- 
nals which refpefts the fubjeft, or which mews 
they ever had been allowed to vote. 

The preamble of the 2d. of Anne, fhews clear- 
ly the intent of the legiflature, was to exclude 
them^ " and for preventing papifts having it ia 
*' their jJbWer to bfeed* diffentions, anxong pro* 

teftantsj by voting at eleftions, df members 

of parliament, &c.'* Even the aft of Geo. IL 
^hich thefy fay was the firft that excluded them, 
fays in its preamble " and for the better prevent-^ 
** ing pkpifts from voting &c/* as if it were a 
knowii fact, that they were before elccluded, but 
fome further regulation was neceflary to enforce 
it. All tjiefe authorities juftified his affertion, 
that they did not exercife the franchife, fince the 
revolution and prove the point as fully as any ne- 
gative can be proved, particularly when it is con-, 
fidered, that a refolution of the houfe of com- 
mons, in thofe days, direded all matters of elec- 
tion. . 

He recurrfed back to two inftances he had omit-' 
ted, copyholders and leffees for years ; the former* 
eonftitute a great body of the landholders of Eng- 
land, and 'the tenure is in faft perpetual; but by 
very little better than a fidion, they are exduded 
upon the idea, that nominally they hold at will. 
Leffees for years^ are a numerous clafs, and there 
feems a great ftretch, of fpeculative rcafoning, to 
fay that a man poffeffed of land, for 999 years, is 
not as independent a Voter, as he wh®fe intereft 
depends on a decayed life ; almoft all the biihops 
land^ and much corporation lands can produce: 
no voters on \ht fame principle, being all demifed* 
for years. Sotne gentlemen had faid that copy^ 
holders and tenants for years, may acquire free- 
holds in other places, but the papift, cannot ex- 
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ercife tlie franchife without ch^agin^ ^is re|ig^^ 
tenets. If tl^s argument hs^s weight ^ it is ftilj 
flroQger in favor of women, the papift iplc^paei- 
tates himfelf by adopting the tenets which diiable 
him, but tro,m?Bi trhile the reftraint cQnti<ines, 
are incapacitated by the a<%of <?od, the one may 
by conforiiiity acquire the right, the other's inca- 
pacity is phyfically irrenftovjkWs, the argument 
ther^lore of thofe gentlemen, undoes itfe^F by af^^ 
fetting too much* 

Having thus cleared the qy^jRiion of right, out 
of the way, j^nd (hewn that tjie c^thfjlics, could 
not demand this franchife, as a right, the c<>m- 
mifltee was at liberty to difcuf$ whether it be pqU-* ' 
ti^ or not^ to grant it to them i% %f^vor. 

In every thiilg which had hitherto been granted 
to them, he had concurred. He v^ould ^lk)W 
theni property, with equal fipcurity for that pro- 
perty, civil liberty, with eqijal fecurity fpr t^at 
civil liberty, and every thing which could tend to 
their cafe, their happinef$ and perfonal welfare, 
but he would draw a line round the conftitution^ 
within which he would not admit them, wt^e 
their principles were he would not f$y hoftile, but 
certainly not as friendly to iMxe. confl;itiition, as 
thofe of proteftants. It \yas inipoffible while 
church and ftate, were fp intimately conne^ed, 
that roman catholics avowedly ayerfe to the one, 
could be as friendly to the pther, pr attached to 
a confti^ution founded on both, and one princi* 
pie whereof w^s the infep^rable union of bpth. 
He would fa^y that the plain, natural and inevita* 
ble corifequeftce of admitting thecti^ with;ia the ' ' 
pale of the conttitution would be the deftim<^Qn 
of the church eftablilhnlent, and he would de- 
monftrate this conclufion, ftep^ by ftep^ in. a train 

of 
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of argument which apj)^ared to him uhanfwer- 
ablp. 

, it is vain to imagine, that admiffion to thef elec^ 
tive franchife, does not draw with it the right ojF 
rcprefontation, it will follow whether you chiife 
it or not, for upon what ground can you fay meii 
arc fit to be electors, and unfit to be eledcd. It 
bad been urg^d indeed^ that a different qualifica- 
tion was neceffary, and that it was fo in England, 
and probably would be foon fo h^rc, but a^dmit- 
tirtg It even to be fo, it made no difference in ikp 
ai^ument, for .tl>e qualifications of both were of the 
feme nature, differing only in iht amount of thyt 
value, and not in any confideration ariflng from 
tlieir opinions political attachment, or ^erfona) 
endownient. 

• If then by admitting them to be Rectors, you 
muft allow them the right of beiqg eleded, and 
fo give them feats in this houfe, upon what prin- 
ciple can you give them a feat in the one houfe, 
and refufe it to them in the other ? Upon no 
pne principle of common fenfe. And thus you 
give them poffeffion of a full participation in the 
legiflaiure. The next ftiep to the offices of civil 
and: military power inevitably follows. You caur 
not fiiy , that men whom you allow to be qualified 
for legiflation, are unfit to be ttutled with the 
execution of thofe Jaws they join in foi'ming. 
No ; fuch a rcfufal would be abfurd, in fpecula- 
tion, and unjuftifiable in praftice. Admitted then 
to every truft and power in the ftate, legiflative 
aad executive, doyou think they would not feel 
their clergy degraded, while they retnained fubor- 
dinate? Would they reft content, when there 
was no inequality between the proteftant antJ 
catholic laity, thlat thei^e fhould be a degrading 
and mortifying inequality, between the protel- 
tant and catholic clergy? — He was not arguing 
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on wild methaphyfical fpeculations ; he argued 
from human nature, from the common workings 
of the feelings and paffions .of men, from what 

Erotefiants would do and had done, and what he 
imfelf would do were he a catholic, in the fame 
jStuation. — Catholics would never bear to fee 
the clergy, of the minority, which the protef- 
tant would then be, exalted by dignities, and 
fupported in a^uence and fplendor, while theirs 
had neither honors, npr maintenance ; they could 
^^lot be content to fee the clergy, who adminifter-j 
ed to them the duties of their religion, funk in 
poverty, while the clergy of a church, to whom 
they had long been obliged tq contribute, with- 
out profiting by their labors, were enjoying all 
the benefits of a wealthy eftablifliment ; iubordi-j 
nation to proteftant power, had alone hitherto in-' 
^uced men to pay tithe, for fupport of a clergy, 
whofe fpiritual affiftance they rejefted. " Eoffeffed 
pf power they would deem it but juftice, to give 
-tithe of catholic to catholic ; and we fliould be at 
their mercy,^ whether they would allow the pro- 
teftant minifter, to receive even the tithe of his 
proteftant pariflioners ; they would naturally fay, 
we have long paid tithe to men who never could 
make us any return of fervicej we have main- 
tained a clergy whofe doftrines, we cannot liften 
to, it is time for us to pay our own clergy, and 
they might go further, we will put our clergy in 
their places, they Ihall henceforv/ard enjoy what 
they have long labored for \vithout reward, and 
we will eftablifh our church, on the ruins of the 
proteftant. Such would naturally be their langu- 
age, and fuch the fate of the proteftant clergy, 
and the end of the proteftant church in Ireland ; 
when the church is gone the, ftate will foon foU 
low ; you cannot expe<3: a proteftant ftate to fub^ 
fift without a proteftant church* In poffefliou of 

powe^: 



1?EB. 27.' COMMONS. 317 

power, they" muft wifh to make theirs the religion 
of the ftate, and what would ftand in their way? 
nothing but the king's coronation oath " to main- 
*' tain the laws of God, the true profeffion of the 
^* gofpel, and the refornoied religion, eftabliflied 
^^ by the law, to preferve unto the bifhops, and 
*' clergy of this realm, and to the churches 
*' committed to their charge, all fuch^ rights and 
^•* privileges as by law, do or fliall appertain to 
^f them.'* 

While a monarch fits on the throne, who has 
taken this oath, their church can never gain the 
afcendancy ; their objeft of courfe would be to 
have a fovereign who fliould not be bound by it. 

I am perfuaded their loyalty and gratitude to 
his prefent majefty, even were he to live half a 
century longer, would prevent their making any 
fiich attempt during his reign ; but furely it is na- 
tural to fuppofe, they would take the firft oppor- 
tunity they could after, to obtain a monarch not 
barred by fuch an oath from accompliihing their 
wiflies. That monarch could not be the Britifli 
fovereign : Britain would not alter the coronation 
oath at their defire, and thus their intereft, their 
wiflies, and their ambition, muft lead them to 
look for another monarch; and thus would be ef- 
fefted a complete and total feparation from Great 
Britain. Thefe confequences flow fo naturally 
from admitting this firft inlet into the conftitu- 
tion, that he could not diveft his mind of them. 
— It was painful to him to feel their weight, and 
extremely unpleafant to him to mention them, he 
wiflied to avoid it, but a queftion of fuch moment, 
could not be argued without looking to all its 
confequences ; he had never weighed any fubjeci: 
fo much, he looked on it in every view, he wiflfi- 
ed to convince himfelf he was miftaken ; he ftill 
wiflied it; and would from the bottom of his 
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])eart, tliank any man, who would fatisfy him he 
xyas in error, and reiliovc his apprehenfions ; he 
had no dillikc to the catholics, he wilhed to fee 
DO danger in a mcafurc fo likely to be adopted, 
but the train of reafoning which he had laid be- 
fbrc the houfe, cxa<Elly as it had offered itlelf to 
his mind, had worked fo ilrong upon him, that 
his opinion remained unlhuken. — He was ftiR 
more confirmed in it, by confidering the circum- 
ftances of their clefgy — their oath of ordination 
bound them not as our mqnatch was bound mere-t 
ly to maintain, but to extend and promote (pro pufle, 
he believed was the phrafe) the intertfts of their 
church. And all hiftory concurred in proving 
their zeal ; they have fisnt miffionarics to propa- 
gate their religion at great expenfe, trouble and 
hazard, to aimoft every part of the world — exten- 
fion of its doflrines; atnd its powers, is the duty of 
its profeffors ; their habits of Kfe too urge them to 
it \ they are bound to celibacy ; ftrangers to all 
the comfbi^ts of domeftic liife, their paifiosis find 
no refting. phree, their home haA not tihe alhjre- 
ments of love and of content, to engage and oc- 
cupy their mind. Haiman paffions are ever alive; 
if love don't engage them, ambition will ; the 
eslpersence of ages, fhew U6 the ambition of the. 
romifli ctergy, and when that ambition is fired by 
a lieligious zteal, and by the certain confequctice 
of great temporal emolument and dignity, who 
can fay to what extent it may not go — their oath, 
their intereft and their attnbitioil,. all concur in 
rorifing them to exert every power, and watch 
every oppoi^tunity of eflfeftirtg this change' ; and 
however unplcafaTtt to advert to circumftances, 
of which the authors feem to have repented, he 
cannot avoid, as it is fo appiTfitc to the argument, 
to notice how eagerly aird h6w eady their prelates 
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^ewed their ambition, by daiming tbeir titles of 
^rcbbifhops and bifhopsin their Ugnatures tp their 
petition the pi^her day to this houfe^ contrary to 
the exifiing lavs> tities which they would not 
have prefumed to have afferted, but from the in- 
fluence of that ambitious zeal« which over-bore! 

their judgment. They forefaw their own af* 

cepdancy fo ftropgly in the very firft dawn of ca* 
tholic power that they aftually believed them- 
felvGs in the pp0efiion of it. 

But let it even bq fuppofed that the overthrow 
of tlie prQtefi^nt efiabliihment, the dethronement 
qf the houfe of Hanover, and a total feparation 
from Great Britain, were not to be the inevitable 
confequences of the meafure in debate, need he 
fay, that there was ftill another reiafon for refufing 
the fraiichife as propofed by the bill, that they 
themf<silves were not in a fituation to receive it. 

The iitmoft eflForts of the ele^6tion laws had been 
hardly fufficicfit to prevent perjury and avoid tu- 
mult } hpth thefe fpecies of mifchief the admiflion 
of catholics would produce. Nothing tended 
more to perjury than the want of knowledge di 
the nature of an oath ; and their fuperiors had 
e^prefied their opinion as to the lower order of 
catholics upon this point. In their petition to the 
throne (which by the way, he obferved, was as 
imprudent a produd:ion as ever appeared from 
£en(ible n\en, but which, as not material to his 
argument, he fhould for the prefent forbear far- 
ther confidering) they had ftated that numbers of 
catholics, preferring perjury to famine^ fubmitted to 
ac^bs which they utterly dijbelieved. What were 
thefe oaths which they utterly diibelieved ? The 
oath^ of allegiance and fupremacy. Were thefe 
the .n>en whcfe loyalty was fo highly praifed, and 
v^hp W^rje to. be adtxtitted into the legiflature ? 
ajid y^tthisis their character drawn by ihofe who 
* know 



1 

p6 COMMONS. tEt. af. 

know them beft. Would men, who could in th* 
hour of coolnefs and refleftion, take the oaths of 
allegiance and fupremacy which they utterly dijbe* 
lieved hefitate in the heat and hurry of an eleftion, 
to prefer bribery to perjury, and take oaths which 
tvere trifling, compared to thofe which they had 
before taken and difb.elieved, — oaths by which 
they might perfuade themfelves they were gaining 
advocates in parliament for their religion ? — 
When their friends fay^ they think fo lightly of \ 

an oath, as to prefer perjury to famine, can you 
doubt they would take falfe oathsi, where the 
advancement of their religion was fupet-addcd to 
the avoidance of famine. He faid, he fpoke not 
of them from his own furmift or opinion, he 
ftated the opinion which their own body gave to 
the throne, and pubKflied to the world. Here 
he could not help obfervihg what ideas the peti- 
tioners themfelves entertained of the conftitution 
of parliament : in the laft feffiori, this houfe had 
rejected the petition bf the catholics for a q'u^ified 
fufFrage by an almoft unanimous refokition ; and 
how do thefe gentlemen aft now ? They don*t 
come again to parliament, and pray it tOP tatkef 
their cafe into confideration. No ; they pray his 
majefty to ufe his influence with his parliament ^ 
they apply to the Britifli minifl:er againfl: the fenf^ 
of this houfe, againft the opinion exprefled by 
every county alftioft in the kingdom, arid do not 
fcruple at endeavouring to procure an external 
influence upon this houfe. Are men with fuch 
unconftitutional ideas, fit to vote or fit, or le- 
giflate for this country ? They fet forth in the ' 

faid petition that the eleftive franchife gives infi- ' 

nite variety of advantages in ptoteSlion and ether^i 
wife^ thus, intimating unvv^rUy, that they confix 
der it as proper to be applied- to other ufcs, than 
the pure and unccrriipt choice of the fitteft clndi* 
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date J for what elfe do prote^ibn or advantage 
mean ? Great ftrefs has been laid on three mil- 
lions, being excluded from franchife, andthepe* 
titioners defire that it may ht irecommended to 
parliament, to confider their numbers. This is 
rather a blameable exprcfllon ; it is too like ai 
threat; but they forgot to ftate, that of thefc 
three millions, one half are excluded as females ; 
that of thefe three millions, 2,100,000 are fo 
poor that they cannot contribute 46,. a year each 
to the exigencifes of the ftate without oppreffion, 
if we are to believe the return before tne houfe, 
and to argue from the redudion which his ma- 
jcfty's officers recommend to him in the duties of 
hearth money, on the principle, that there are fo 
many fubjeds in this kingdom on whom it would 
be a grievance to continue a tax amounting to 
46. each : They forgot or rather omitted to tell 
his niajefty, when they reprcfented their loyalty, 
that tlxey were not, nor could they be loyal to the 
fame extent with his proteftants, who acknow- 
ledged his fupremacy in the whole, and they ac- 
knowledgcdlt only in half, in his civil, but denied 
it in his ecclefiaftical jurifdiftion. They fhould 
have iaid, at the fame time, we claim your ma-« 
jcfty's favor to put us on an equality with the pro- 
teftants, but we dofinot, nor will we ever acknow- 
ledge you to have ecclefiaftical or fpiritual jurif- 
diraon over us as they do — and here he remark- 
ed the ftrangc fituation the proteftahts would be 
left in, if this bill paffcd. They were ftill to take 
the oath of fupremacy,* the catholic was not ; 
they whofc principles were to acknowledge^ the 
king as fupremchead, were to take a teft, while 
thofe whofe principles were the contrary, were to 
take none ; the loyal proteftant is to take one 
oath more than the catholic ; it might operate as 
» temptation to conform to popery ; for if among 
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the nuiiYber of futjedB any flioutd be foond who: 
itiight icruple to acknoN^Iedge aay head of thef 
churchy tiicy would be abfolved from it, By pro-* 
feffing thcmfclycs catholics. It is alfo worthy of 
fenlanc here, (hat revenue officers were deprived 
of the frandiifc l^ TEnglaad, bccaufc they were 
^ppoied liable to Ihe influence of tl^eir own Bri* 
tim monarch ; but catholics are to be admitted 
to it here, who avow thefdielves in all ecdefiafti^ 
cal concerns to be un^er the dire^ in^tuence of x 
foreign ]^ehtate, Kofiile to oui^ church and tff ' 

ouf re^igiqn. 

Halving thus argbed on the unfitne(s of the «a- 
ferior eiattho^cs to exerofe the elective ffanchifo 
at prefeijt, without injuring the purity of elec- 
tion ; he ftated another danger to the coa^tutioa 
from this admiifion^ that they znuft be advocate^ 
for the worft ipecies of reform, (hat of iiutividuaf 
voting, which every gentleman on every fide of 
the houfe reprobated. The p^oteftant was fupe- 
rior in property, infmor in nun>faer ; thcf cathp* 
lie the revierfe ; and the latter muft be .blind in-. 
deed to his own rritereflf if he did not en^e!arvour 
to procure diat reform which virould. give the in-» 
fhience to numbers arid t^e it from property. 
But there is one confideration not yet adverted 
to,— you are tniftees for your (;phfiitUeats, they 
aire proteftarita, have you the power to deftroy 
their rights, by overwhelming, them without 
their cdiifent : for his part he received Kis feat jin 
this houfe, and the tmft wbich he brooght with 
it, from proteflants, under a prptelbnt iii^ 
ptoteftant conftitution and a proteftaptajTceiidan- | 

cy, and by the bleffiqg of God, lie riev^r would i 

give up their rights till they fliould defirc him. j 

Confult your conftitiients before yo^ venture on i 

fuch an aft;—? will you give to the petitioners, 
for their 3 millions of men, a full partidpajion of 

• all 
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^ that the one miliion cnppj zf^dnotfte thajt 

yoH are ovcrpowerihg tije fi^ibts jp^ the oijc liiii- 

!ion ?*..Gentlcin€h talk of prc^biti^ ^prtj^.ftul 

litig freeholders from yatiijg; they ^^dll pipt at- 

temptfo wild a {n-p^eift^ ^hcn they coi^^de^ it-/- 

What! to disfrai^ife near two-tfakds of all th^ 

l^oteftants, to drsfranchife thof^ pdrfons ^^ho fent 

^bem into this hou£b. The iaw in their fn^yor 

bad existed fince Henry VL and now forms a 

principle of the coniHtpiti6n ; — did the gendemen 

^who lived' Hi the Nortli rccdQeA that this would 

disiftanchife 2iU their n)9iiufa&uren ? One gentlie^ 

^lan did, and fupported their rights, he meant 

the ittember for Tyrone, (Mr* Stewart^) whom he 

alMf^ys beard with pleafure, for His prinppl(M^w;ere 

found, and he was a true friend to the tonftitu- 

tion. Bid' they wifli to force manufacture;^ to 

look fbr< ten pound freeholds, they xvpuld be 

ipoiled as maiiufaflbrers and be . miiierab^ 

ers ? the weaver with his Uttle piece, of lai\d and 

his^ garden is generally a fbrty»fliining. free-hplderj» 

he is^ a ufefiir number, a gpbd votel:^ and a gOQ'(| 

fubjed, and on fuch ipen a$ him, may the ^ety 

of the conftitution often depend— he faid hp h;^ 

only one confideration to add tp the argunient$, 

already oflfered^ and th^ was from the'pre|(eiit 

times and qircumftances. The adypqites for th^ 

bSl' rdied on them much, and that it was nece£ 

fary to give this franchife to make the catholic \ 

^eiidy mend to. the kingdom againft the com^ipi^ 

enemy, who threatned our co2ul$ with all the. fa-, 

yage barbarities of French cruelty j. he had a 

much better opinio^ of them, I^e did beUeye them 

loyal to their king, and that tJicy wpul4 P.Pt de- 

fcrt their country^ or fail to fuppprt it, becapfe. 

th^ parliament did not chufe in the time of war 

and danger, fuddeniy to change laws which ha^ 

iiubiified for a century. If he cov^ld thinly oiF them 

Tt2 in^ 
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in tbc; bad light their fdends r^prefent th^n^ by 
that argument, he fliould fay it was decifive againft 
the biU, ' they were un meriting of favor, aiid to- 
tally unfit to be trufted witt any power whatever 
^Conciliation is dwelt on as a motive, but will 
the bill conciliate ; You gave them much laft 
year for conciliation, did they thank you ? No ; 
they rofc in tjipir denaai^ds and paflted you by ; it 
Is not in the mature of ^ny body of men, who 
Ippk to full participatiqn of power, to reft fatisfi* 
ed with a partial (hare, they never will be con- 
tented while any thing reniains to be obtained* 
But what is the conciliation you wilh for? Not 
to his majefty — for their Joyalty there you lay 
is paft all doubt; if it be conciliation to their 
irifli proteftant brethren, do you think they will 
feel themfelves obliged to thentx as the authors of 
this grant ? Will th^y receive it as a voluntary 
favour, moving from them i No ? you know 
they did not originate it, you know it did not 
originate in this kingdom ; there has been a race 
for the catholic^ ^nd fuch of you as have entered 
the lifts have been outrun. • 

My right hon. friend, (Major Hqbari) fays, pur 
relaxation laft year^ jpftified Britain in interfer- 
ing now, but our relaxation then went only to 
jput the catholic on equality with refped to pro- 
perty, proteftion and civil rights — this bill goes to 
a very different point, to give him political pow- 
er ; but does our rejeftion of the c^itl^olic petition 
laft yegtf, do the refolyes ' of all the counties in 
the kingdonl^ juftify the interference ? Gentle- 
men have thanked the Irifh minifter for, this 
meafure; he could not thank him for it, tho' 
he could for many others ; for from his f6ul he 
cpnfidered it as the prelude and certain forerun- 
ner of the overthrow of the proteftant eftablifti- 
incnt in Ireland. The Britifh minifter was th^ 

III... :•'.', r. .-. ^ ,, ,, . ..: -;.. gj^ 



r 



#EB. 27. € O M M O N S. 325 

firft to roufe this queftion, and he was not well 
advifed ; the country was in peace> thriving in 
xnanufachires, induftry and trade, public credit 
high, and revenues ample ; what is the cafe 
now, old animoficies are revived, money which 
was got then at 3^ per cent, for the public, can- 
not now be procured under 5, if we may judge 
from the money bill 5— —trade is hurt, the re- 
venues fallen, and induftry deftroyed by tu- . 
mult in many parts of Ireland ; this change has 
not arifen from French tranfaftions ; they have 
not T)cen felt here, at leaft not till very lately ; 
it arifes from the fears and agitations into which 
this kingdom, has been thrown by the roufing 
and fupporting this claim— But to return — ^if to 
conciliate be your objeft, this meafure will not 
anfwer; three millions of catholics are fpoke of, 
to be conciliated, but you forget the one million 
pf proteftants, will you leave them contented by 
furrendering their rights and their eftablifliments ? 
Will the manner in which the meafure is begun 
and prefied forward conciliate them ? — no— We 
are in that awkward and unhappy fituation, that 
We cannot obtzun conciliation, either by the paiT- 
ipg or rejefting the bill ; pafs it, you do notful- 
fil the catholic wifli, and you alarm the protef- 
tant, — ^rejeft it, and the catholic will complain of 
you. 

Having gone through thefe arguments, he 
ihortly recapitulated them: I have ihewn you 
that you are not bound to gitre franchife as a 
right, that you cannot grant it as a fayor, with- 
out hazarding the overthrow of the proteftant 
church, the Hanova: fucceffion, and our connex- 
ion with great Britain ; that even if you could 
do it without fuch hazard, the mafs of the catho- 
lic body, is unfit to exercife it, with fafety or ad- 
vantage J that fuch a grant will make every ca- 
tholic. 
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I^olic^ zn advocate for the wol^: fpedes of re* 
form, wher^ aumbers; znd not propertyi, zxft to ia^ 
fluence ; that if thefe argumenishaveno weig^ 
ftUI ypu, ^^ hut truQiees for your conftituentS)^ 
apd cannot furrender their right without tbmr 
efpeci^ leave, which you havener obtained;— 
That if you bad their leave, the times, the car- 
cuoiftances of intimidation, of refort to a Britiik 
^ miniftry and imprad:i€ability o£f:oiiciliatioD, wouhir 
^ render the meafure unwil$t in the: extreme*-^ 
4-nd here he ^called on tho& who rcf)i?efeQt north*^ 
ern counties ; you have heard the v pcoteftant 
mind. is. chang^ there, but you. camiot laaom it 
foi*thefaAis notfo, the grand juriea and re^pe^ 
able mee.ting$ have dedared againft the meaiiire, 
fpooe few fmall bodie3 ^fleipbled without smtho* 
rity give a contrary opinion^ Do you bdieva 
eyen thofe few wifli this ^rant from convjition of 
its policy? very far otherwiie, they want to g^ 
the cathoUc for the. reform, to which they would 
noye iW:ri£ice every thii^g, afid if you pais this fail}, 
they will repent, their foUy, and fay^ you had- neir 
tber the wifdom nor firmnefs. that reprcfeaatativga 
ought to poffefSi^ He neji^t called on thefe who 
had figged or fanSdoned by their prefence ^ 
grand: juries or county, meetings a diiapproba^ 
tion 01 this meafure. What has happened-fince 
to change youi\ mind ? not the imprudence a»d 
afperity of the catholic proceedings ; not the in- 
tfiference of the Britilh miniftry, in dired opp». 
fition to your own featiments ; not the threats' of 
mjiimbers, for you are above intimidation, butyoq 
are told the proteftant mind has changed^ I all 
low prolpeift of war, and fear of troubte^ at ho«ie 
n3;ay h^ye, operated upon a few, and' p^rficuknty 
in Dublin, where the want of difcount a^d fzil(d 
iiook^. alarm, fome timid traders; but Icannot 
belie YC it is changed in the country, becaufe as 
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fsur as I know, or liave beatd, it is ^ite fhe te^ 
Verfe ; if the news«papers be your authority, 1 an« 
fwer, they propagate sqatly fsdfehoods to carry 
this m^afure, and aotoriouifly mifreprefent the 
real feiitiments and fituation. If there be any in 
the houie, who even entertain a doubt of the po- 
licy or fafety of themeafiire, he faid, that in W^* 
dom, they muft now vote agaiuft it, it was of a 
nature that it never could be revoked, but they 
might At swy time embrace it with equal effeS: 
when tfa<^ doubts fliould ceafe. He urged them 
dll to poftpOne the bfll till after the aflizes, to con- 
fult their coidHtuents in the mean time and then 
they GOtild proceed on fecttre grounds. He en- 
treated the houfe earneftly to confider that no 
country was ^ver loft by firmnefi, many have been 
rtiiaed by pufillanimi^. Stand by the conftitu- 
tion, fupport it, and it will fupport you, you arc 
flrong enough to maintain it ; ihew that neither 
the Britifh minifter, nor any Britiih power, ihall 
ever make you change it^ Ae^njlitutiony to con« 
elude in the words of as wife and firm a patriot 
as ever lived* 
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So deatly boxtghty tbs price offo fnUch blood t 
Oh ! nen^er let it pert jh in your hands ^ 
But pioujly tranfmit it to your children?* 



In rdply to major Hobart- 



He did not fay the difcuillon of this mexfuf e 
Was what-ipjured this kingdom, it was the firft 
fiirring of it ; and he differed from him from the 
firft moment it was mentioned,- becaufe he faw it 
would deftroy the proteftant eftabliihment.* 

The difeumon of it, after it was once lUrred, 
became neceflary, and fa much was he of that dpi- 
nion, that the right hon. gentleman muft do him 
the juftke to recoHdi^, that when the fubjed of the 
popery bws wasftirred laft feifion, he recommend- 
ed 



cd a full and ample dlfcuflion then, of every ar^ 
tide of them ; and finally to tell the catholics, 
what we could relax, and what we could not 
relax ; as the mod manly and fatisfadory mode 
of proceeding. 

He never blamed the Irifti government, nor 
did he blame them now; they could not aft 
otherwife ; the meafure began in Britain, but 
he fliould never ceafe to think it was extreme 
folly, or indifcretioii in the Britifli miniftry, to 
roufe the queftion here. He would add, that 
much as he feared its fatal confequences, and 
much as he oppofed it, yet, fhould it pafs into a 
law, it would then be his duty, from that mo- 
ment, to give up his own opinions, to embrace 
it as the law of the land, and do every thing 
that an individual could do to render it bene- 
ficial and efFedual. 

Colonel Conyngham was decidedly againft the 
admiflion of the 40s. freeholders. 

Colonel Blaquiere deprecated the prefent bill in 
totOy as finally deftruftive to proteftant intereft, 
protefiant conftitution, proteftant monarchy, and 
the connexion of this country with great Britain.. 
Mr. Vaughan Brooke was decidedly againft the 
extent of franchife propofed by the bill, and de- 
clared that the houfe, by agreeing tofuch a mea- 
fure, would fign the death-warrant of the confti* 
tutioi\. 

. Mr. Vandeleur fpoke againft the biU, and con- 
cluded by moving an amendment that lol. be the 
qualification inftead of 2ol. per annum, and that 
the I oool. perfonal property be left out, 
\Mu Bagwell was for limiting the franchife tO' 
ten pound freeholders. He had ftood two con- 
tefied eleftions for fouthern counties ; and had 
experienced the difadvantages of a multiplicity dF 
cle^orS) and he was 'convinced no man could bear 
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the expenfe o( a canvas or a conteft, if the forty 
ihilling freeholders were to give franchife to the 
roman catholicsi 

The right hon Mr, OgU faid, he verily believed 
this was the laft time he fliould open his lips in 
that houfe, but he would now once for all declare 
that he thought the bill unconftitutional in prin- 
ciple; inadequate to the ends propofed^ and dan- 
gerous on experiment, and therefore he confider- 
;ed it his duty 33 the reprefentative of a proteftant 
county^ to oppofe it with all the might he could, 
and to return inviolate into their hands the truft 
they had repofcd in his. He now pi^irceived how- 
ever the bill was determined on, and therefore he 
-confidered the conflitution fubverted, and that 
houfe would ere long rue the proceedings of this 
day. You are now, faid he, about to throw your- 
felves into the. arms of a Britiih minifter, who will 
let you ftruggle among yourfelves *till you are 
' quite exhauiled, and then reduce your country 
to his perpetual power. I feel peculiar pain in 
this night taking my leave of this hbufe, and the 
proteftant afcendancy in this cpuntry ; that dear, 
. dear old friend of mine, which I loved better than 
my life, and over which I now hang with grief as 
over the death-bed of an expiring parent-^=^I now 
perceive 'tis fallen to rife no more ; and I now 
declare to God, if this bill fliould pafs into a law, 
if all the roman catholics, and all the proteftants 
of this country were to eleft me as their repre- 
feniative, I wopld never again fet my foot within 
thefe walls. 

Sir John Blaquiere faid, if he had had the mif- 
fortune of fpeaking fooner in the debate, the im- 
preflion of what had been fo eloquently and for- 
cibly delivered by tl^eir right hon. Speaker, had 
made fuch an. impreffion on his mind, as very 
jpuch to ftagger his opinion : Having had tingiev 
J U'u However, 
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hot^revcf, to ffeoover his fenfes, and coolly to rfci 
Inotve ufkm tile fittiltioii of our Affairs, he \&as Ai^ 
cidedly of opinion the bill ought to pafe. He tid^ 
ihittfea the critical ftatc of the public mind, the 
unhippy altirlifiative of the ittipoffibility of pleafi-^ 
hig all ; but of this he was conTinced, there wa^ 
no cDitiparifbn in the choice, and thstt the grant- 
ing to the romati cathielies the fi-anchife they de- 
fired. Was the thoft likfely means of eftabiifiiing the 
Msppitieft atid tranquility of the nation. 

Mr. AlexArtder regtetted thit he Iriuft now dp- 
pofe a minority he had fo long fupjiorted : he 
cle^riy fbrefaw, that to prefcrte a proteftatit eKa- 
bliflmient ih this country, a great and perpetuaF 
ftanditig army Would be actually neceflary ; and 
that it was only by the power df Britifli fleets and 
armies that Britifli eohnexidn with tiiiS^ cduntrj 
coUid henceforward be pt-efervfed. 
' The hon. jF. H. Httuhir^tk ftid, that in the for- 
ftier ftages of tfils biil the meafurS had been dif* 
cuffcd with fticH extraordinary ability, that its 
IVould be unjjardonable in him to trefpafs at any 
fenjgth upon the time of the committee. . 

That if the claufe, which h^d beeh juft reaAj, 
fliould pafi, unlimited and unfettei-cd, by any 
fiibfcquertt provifo, they werie then about to re- 
jeft that fatal ptolicy which had fo long blafted oin» 
natural energies — a policy whofe original purpofe 
^as to convert or to exterminate, but the efifeA 
of which had only been to divide the nittioti into 
two adverfc fefts — to ctiflave one^ and to weaken 
both. 

He fpoke of two periods — that which preceded, 
and that whidh followed the revdlutibn. It 
^as not his intention to travel back into thte hiftp- 
ry of thofe times, he wiflied that their recolledliott 
was gone and loft for ever ; and, he trufted, that 
the nation would accept that bill as the oblivious, 
antidote. 

He 
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He would affum/sit as an irHefifiibb truth, jl^^t 
our national firength depended upon our union y 
.^^tlM |)ropo£tion was proved Jby natural d^d^cti- 
on^ by every page of our biftory, and by the niif- 
fortimes and dSgraces which had overnS^h^lmed 
^e country. 

Hefaid, that the caufee which originaily gave 
idccafion to the poaai code had long iince ceafed to 
operate ;•— «the encreafed liberality of the mind of 
man^ ^dcd by the laj^e of time^ had di&rfned 
the one, and put an* end to the exifte nc^ of t^e 
«ther* That there was now no pret^qder to th? 
crown ; the crinoe of diiaffedion was n o more ij^- 
|)i3!tab|e«~the fource and oifjd^ whidh joreated tjiiit 
-paffion being for ever removed. 

That the terrors of papal power continued ^ 
toager to agitate even the mofi: feeble tnind; Xhat 
Ihauj^y a])4 defpotic authority whidi fbrja^y 
^ve lavr to fovereigns and th^eirfiabje^ls was lio^ 
jMien, flmoft fjiink firooi the human jeye*— ^vjUEiilh-^ 
^d with tjhe iuperflitioh that gave it birth* Tbc 
tigftilitios 43f rea&si had at laft nrevaikd .over fpi- 
rituat tyr^oy, die decay and aown£aU of itrM^ih 
4Svery .^lightened qbferv^r mufi have ccaatemf^* 
ted with; |>eculiar iatisfaAion. 

He faid, that thf popery laws wei:e not x^niy ar*' 
Kcondleab^ with the fpiiit of a free governiiient, 
but^that they had encreafed the veiy evils t^i^y 
W<sipt intended to 4'Qinedy :^pHtheir firflt prmopk 
was ^to force ^'oHgioiiis coii£ormity. That.thfts c^- 
id^aVout >to coerce the opii>|JOjQs 40f men, h»vsng 
ibcen found vain and ineffeiSiual, had long &nca^ 
^en abandoned, as an abf^ird, and hp mi^t call 
it, a profane fpeculation. That the niind of nciaii, 
free a« the elemept in irhich he iive$, will not be 
confined ;«-***the body niay bie .endiained, but the 

* will cs^pand itfalf, and, in defpite of the vaia 
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efforts of human legiflation, will affert its own 
• native independence. 

He faid, that fome objeftions, and thofe of a 
very ferious nature, having been ftated, he fhould, 
witli the leave of the committee, confider how 
fer they were founded, and endeavour to apply 
to them fuch anfwers as had: decurred to. his 
mind. — That thofe who had oppoied the meafure, 
and he was happy to obferve they were very few 
in number, had confined themfelves principajly to 
three grounds of argument, by which they 
fought to prove, that if the prelfe»t bill ihould 
. pafs into a* law, the probable confequerice would 
' be to unfettle the property of the kingdom, fuh- 
vert the eftabliftiment of the church, and endan-? 
ger the fuCceffion of the crown. 

To the laft of thefe pofitions, which had beeft 
.urged with much zeal aud pertinacity, he. would 
in the firft place apply his attention. 

He faid, the catholics were as much int^refted 
to preferve the union , of the crown of Ireland 
with that of England as we. were ; tliey felt the 
benefits arifing from that conneftion, they knew 
the ftrength of this coutitry depended upon it, 
and on that ftrength is refted the fecurity of thei^ 
property as well as ours. . ' 

That he conceived this topic of objeftion . coot 
veyed againft them, an unjuft and unwarrantable 
atstack, which was refuted by their uniform loyal^ 
ty for more than a century paft, during two re- 
bellions and five foreign wars; that it flood an.< 
fwered and contradicted by our own experience, 
by the truth of hiftory, and the language . of our 
laws. ' ^ ,'. 

. He next adverted to the apprehenfions which 
had been expreffed, of a repeal of the ad of fettle- 
inent, and reprobated, in ftrong terms, an afferti- 
bn which had been made by an hon. and learne4 
■ membet 
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member [Dr. Puigenan] who had faid, that the 
catholics continued to fettle upon the intemiarri- 
age of their children, thofe eftates which had been 
forfeited in the reign of Charles thp firft. He laid 
that every man of- the profeflion of the law ha4 
-heard the learned member with aftoniftiment and 
fhatne. That .one gentleman of great experience 
hadrifen to contradift him, and that no one per- 
fon had been found, amons: the. zealous advocates 
againft the bill, even to inlinuate an opinion that 
this ftatenaent was founded in truth. 

He obferved that- the wifdonrt of that policy 
which .we had adopted in 1778, had operated as 
a confirmation gf tbefe acts. That fince that pe- 
jriod it is univerfally underftood the catholics very 
:generally derive under them, an3 that he belie- 
ved no inftance could be mentioned in which any 
one of that community had declined to purchafcj 
^ecaufe the eftate had been forfeited. That thefc 
laws were now become our common title, ftrength- 
icned and confirmed by the revolution of more 
than a c^entury* ^ , 

He truftfid that the cry of danger upon this part 
jof the fubjedi would not alarm any reafonable man, 
when it was confidered that the claims which have 
.been talked of, could probably be traced but in 
few. inftances, and had to force their way againft 
the. whole eftablifhment of the property of the 
kingdom, againft the ftrength of Ireland, and the 
united oppofition of the whole empire. 

With regard to thofe fears which had been ex- 
preffed for the church, he begged leave to fay, that 
no man who heard him was more defirous to pre- 
ferve that eftablifhment than he was ; that he 
thought it ought to be maintained in all its pro- 
lerty, its privileges, and its dignities, and although 
le never would fubfcribe to the doctrine that the 
ii<itc did in ^ny fort depend upon the church, yet 

he 
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lie conceived it to be indifpenfably n^ceifary that 
the church fliould be Supported bf the ftate« 

That, perhaps, it might Bot be prudent to rsft 
herinterefts in the giieVances «f her fellow-cia- 
zens, left it fiiould eara^jperate reie&tments, a&d 
jthus prepare the feeds of mislbrtune at fome fu- 
ture dajr. Much Icfs was it judicious to eodea^ 
vour to prove that her i^ftablifliment tvas incon- 
iiftent with the fecurity and the libeiti^s of the 
great body of the people ; that, for his part, he 
ihpuld mpft reluftantly be convinced, that the ci- 
vil rights of far the larger part of the inhabitants 
of this country, were ttot juftly compatible with 
our ecclefiaftieal policy. And he oblerved aitho^ 
Sn the French monarchy it had been a limdamen- 
tal principle, thai the Jtate ftymld be cath&lie^ yet di^ 
cdiflt of Nantes, the repeal of which has been the 
Source Qt fo much difgrace and calamity to that 
ji.nfi:)rtunate counti^, had given to the proteitaots 
liot only an ecclcfiaftic^ but a complete civil efta*- 
biifiiment, and he V^as inclined to think that diis 
repeal had, by exafperating refentnxent^ coiMribu- 
ted to the downfall of thut churdi. 

He faid, *he had thus endeavotired to ^pc^va 
that the principal ar^unacnts which had been urg'd 
againft the bill had no juft weighty and that he 
was ;iow come to a part of the futge<3:, upon whkfa 
he entered with great concern^ and which he 
vt/^ould cautioufly have avoided, if he had laot been 
forced into the difeuffibn %y fome extraordinary 
aflertions whicfh had been made in the courfe of 
th^ debate. 

An^xoii. men^ber [Mr. A. B¥mvn\ had thoughc 
pi^oper to fay,' that the bill was the offspring of 
teii or, and not of fyllem, knd t'hait he <x)n£ider'ed 
it as a conceffion to armed pefcitianer-s^. 

It was a juftice due to the catiioiic body, to >ex- 
amine the truth of this poSt ion j andhehad^io 

• ' doubt 
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dbtibt he fiiiiuld' he able to {hei^, t£tat it was a ca-^ 
lufmiy as groundlefi^and mifchievbtbs as er^ wasr 
-uttered wnhiii the walls of parliament. It became 
neceffiirjr fer hhlki to bring to the recolle£lion of 
the houfe, the circinnftatices under which the Waf 
ef the laft year hkd ];jaifed, and thxjib events whick 
had taken place fint^ the conclufion of the feffioGi^ 
Gendem^n t^mld recoiled, that d^arilng the jprb^ 
grei^ of that bill^ the great body of the c^tholitsy 
a^iiigby their ifotfimittee, had prefehted a peti- 
tion to parlianienr-^huitible in its language and 
^ cofeftittitiotaal in its import.— This petidon was re- 
ceived^-M>ttt afterwards, contrary to the ufuai caf- 
tifm t^f parliament, had been taken off the table, 
Ttitd rejefted by a large majority-^that during the 
debate upon this que^ion, the petitioners had been 
treated with fom,e feverity-^and he remembered 
it hkk been parcicuh^ly ui^ed, that they Were igw 
norant idf the fentiments of the catliolie body, anidi 
had )iot fpoken their opihicms.^^^^^ie ttientione^ 
what had paffed iipbn thk occafion, not fof thtt 
purpbie of condemmng duat fnoafiire of which h^ 
miich difappwved, but to ftiew that it wau thetta* 
tnral and iieeefiarf canfer of thofe procee^ngs^,. 
whkh v^^e afterwirtl taksn by the cacbolie^^-^ 
and "t^t it wOtiM manifeftly ap];^ar, that fo ht 
froift having formed the prefumptious idea 6f at-^ 
teftiptfeg to dverau-^ the pariiament, which was 
the eMi*ge now iliade by the hon, miember, that 
on the Contrary, ev<5ry flep they t6ok was dilated 
by refpea for Ae l^ifflalure— a t^gard to confti- 
#i^tiOnal forttis*— and a felicitous defire to pre- 
fferife, ihvi^ate, the public frattquillity ; thtt, as 
fbofa as the feilion clofed, their firft aft was cal^i- 
hited to conciliate the aSe3ions df every proteft- 
ant in tfte eortimunity, by removing out^f hfe 
ihind thtffe dotibts and prejudices which had beett 
con^eiv^d agamft tbe^, upon the ground of their 

religious 
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rciigioui tenets ; that to obtain this deiirable end^ 
they framed a declaratic^n, cenfifting of nine arti* 
cles^ by which, they difavowed all thofe opinions 
and doctrines inimical to good order and govern- 
ment, which had been attributed to perfonsof their 
perfuafion ; — that this conduct did not to his under- 
{landing, manifeft any difpofition to intimidate. 
That having done tliis deliberate and foleipn a6t^ 
they had, in the next place, proceeded to devife a 
plan, through the means of which the unequivo- 
cal fenfe of their whole body might be conveyed, 
to the legiflature ; — and that for this purpofe de-v 
legates were elcfted by almoft every: town and 
county in the kingdom to meet, in order to frame* 
a. petition to parliament, the principal objeft of 
which was, to obtain a reftoration of the eleftive 
franchife^ and ah equal participation in the trial- 
by jury. He confeffed, that the appearance of this 
plan had created much alarm, but, as he conceiv- 
ed, without any reafonable foundation ; that he had 
always confidered it as perfectly conftitutionaly 
and had early, in the county in which. he refided, 
acted upon that opinion-r-which was founded up- 
on the rights to the fubjed to petiton; a principle 
which ought ever to be regarded-as facred and in- 
violable. That he avowed his fenjimehts and his- 
conduft upon this occafion with great fatisfaftipn, 
becaufe he felt tow fully vindicated they w^re by 
the infpedion of the plan itfelf, aad the manner? 
in which it had been carried into execution. 
. He faid, he w;ould not ftate the refolutions of 
the different grand juries, or what had paffed at 
the meetings of feveral of the counties in coQfe- 
qiience of this plan ; but would only remind the 
boufe, that their general tendency went to form a 
perpetual bar againft the catholic, to all his pleas^ 
and all his expe<5tations — and to eitclude him for 
ever from the pale of the conftitution. He faid 

he 
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he did not lament thoft pi*ocVedings, because they 
had produced the fcene in which the committee 
were then engaged j the catholics, firm in the 
purfuit of their pbjeft, had not yielded, even to 
the authoritative opinions of thofe very refpeAaWe 
bodies-^too bold to be intimidated, and too-proud 
to be coerced ; they became animated, not awed ; 
they fought protedlion at the foot of the throne, 
and had returned under the ftamp of the royal 
recommendation, thro' whofe wife and benevo- 
lent interpofition we had now adopted their com* 
plaints. 

He faid he had not intended to have gone into 
the detail of the circumftances which he had juft 
ftated ; but he had thought it neceffary to do, fo, 
to controul and correft the unjuftifiable afTertion, 
that we were yielding to armbd petitioners ; as 
he conceived the charge conveyed an infinuation 
contrary to the truth — of dangerous cflfeft — an4 
moft derogatory to the honour of parliament. 

He had great fatisfaftion in obferving that the 
hoiife was notdeteired by imaginary dangers, and 
the; outcry which had been raifed from doing an 

, act of jufticc, and expiating the crimes of former 
kgiflatures^ That the penal code, which that bill 
went to repeal'i was altogether indefenfible, upon 
any principle either of moral juftice, or national 
wifdom. That, however, notwithftanding all its 
cruel and pernicious policy, it had found not on- 

' ly advocates, but penegyrifts, from one of whom 
he had heard feme very extraordinary doctrines, 
which, he was convinced, muft have been receiv- 
ed with indignation by every man who loved the 
country, who had any good afFeAions in his heart, 
or any fenfe of public decency in his mind ;— ^fbme 
ftatements', he faid, did not deferve to be refuted, 
and this of whiclx he now fpoke . was of ^that 
number. 

X X Tl^at 
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Thathft tnajefty bad been gracioufly plekfed to 
recoitimend at this mpft critical period, a roucilia-' 
*tbriyTncaiure,-6w: the. purpp(p,of unitjing the affec- 
tions :of 3JI defcriptions of his majefty's {ubje^s, 
sigain& fo^feigu; -and: doirieftic enemies ; that the' 
^an /Urbb had at.ftich.a ijioiherit intci5)ofed, with' 
liie zeal xjf a faitguitxary bigbi, to create aniriipfi- 
• ty, to revive reiigiorfs ifttnatacijlflntt , to cxote the; 
xirorft ;paffions . of the hyiti^u iliind for the worftr 
purpofes, fiibuld be turned from wkh Sib'horrehce, 
©lit onght ndt to :be, replied tp* IJc who hadbefea' 
hbifd to 'vilify .with fotiliny^iOiTe^ ;the :great body 
t!>f ifhe-fjeofffe-, to imjieach their loyalty, and |with , 
defpeirate effrontery tft deny thp lacred 'truth of 
the recorxis pf parliament j to him itwoiild not' 
^fie'dthei^i n:cteffary or decoi!ous to give an anfwcr. 
'Perhaps the old fpitk of H^;*lignity and pejrfecutibn-" 
Was bound vp- in -a fingle figure. IJe wilhed that' 
the dark and hortid itli^e was chained to one' 
'l^ot, as a fpe^aclef for the common gaze to ej^hi- 
bit in its hidcousr2tppeai*an(:e the fall of bigotiy,- 
atki the triumph of ^he people. . ^ , 

The ijUfiftiqn'beiiig pow-put'on*Mr. fandeleut^^^ 
amendment, it was 'negatived on a divifion, i44>- 

Another ai&iendment was propofed by Mr; War^' 
'*T?urfm^ to. lifaiit the franchife tt) 5/. catholic free- 
hbld^fs, whieh "Was alfo ' negatived ; aswasalfo 
'Dr. D'uigenah^s amendirient,, v/ithout a divifion,? 
ii^d the claufe paiTed in its priginal form. 

Mr. Aiforney Central moved fome* other amend- 
iftimfe, which were adopted-;-^ — and at near five' 
' o^clock' next morniag the coiAmittcc broke "up,^ 
•atad * obtained leave to fit again on Frfday^— * 
to Which' day the hotrfe- adjourned • ' 

Friday,' 
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Friday, Marcb i. 

Mr. Pay in tie Chair. 

Mr. fjiiac Corry moy^d a provifo, ** Provided ai- 
^rvsrays, that all rom^n catholics claiming the iig^it' 
^f voting at.ek6lions for members to fervein par- 
iiament, or f or magiftrates in any corporation, be 
required to perform all the qualifications, .tegiSry, 
&c. which dre now required to he performed by 
proteftants, the oaths of abjuration and fupremac|r 
^excepted/* ^ ^ 

This amendment was adopted, as was al& the 
following one, proppfed by Dr. Duignan, in the 
jthird paragraph : *' Provided always, that nothing 
liereip contained be ynderfiood to enipower them 
'to interfere in the difpo&I of the income of aAy , 

church or parife, or in regulating the falarjr trf j 

parifli clerks, or in the eleftion of church war- 

&ens> :'"•■■;■"■ -' : •■ •; ■ • ■■■■■■ ■■ 

" ^n the f (Mirth daufe ppfpe^ing arins, jthjs ^u 
Gen. moved, that tliewords^* and amniunition,^^ 
be ihfertec][ after the word '** amis.*' 

Mr. Miixwell obferved, that this daufe was 
founded on a very odd prinqiple : men wh6m t)to 
houfe thought fit to ^n^uft wiith-the eledive Iran- 
cWfe, it prevented from carrying arms on a'fuf- 
npicion of their being ^' afieded to the goyer^- 
xnent.' The daufe wis one of x^ incon^QbeouQies 
of which the bill wa3 fuH; 'J 

The amendment was adopted. 

'J'he fifth claufe relative to civil offiec;rs being 
read, tlie Ait. Gen. inov^d, that in place of the 
'idaufereridering catholics eligible to all,proffifibr-. 
|bips of divinity, fiiould be inierted words rcndgr- 
ing them capable of takin^g degrees, and cf be- 
^•^ - - ^x 2 coming 
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« 

coming profeffors (except in divinity J| in any col- 
lege which ftall be hereafter founded. 

The Provoji fpoke againft the claufe as it ftood 
originally in the bill ; as did alfo, 

Dn Browne^ who faid parlianaent Ihould only 
take away thofe oaths which parliani^nt had im- 
pofed, and leave the reft to his majefly. He ftated 
that the gentlemen concerned in the government 
pf the univerfity were difcontented with the in- 
terference of the bill, not fo far as it went to per- 
mit roman catholics to take degrees therein, which 
it was their wilh they Ihould be permitted to do, 
but fo far as it concerned the profefforllxips, with 
which they conceived parliament had no right to 
interfere. , 

He underftood the catholics were moft jdefirous 
of the profefforfhips of phy fie, and to their being 
admitted to thofe, neither he npr the cpUege ha4 
any objeftion. 

Rt. hon. fT. B. Ponfonby agreed in the opinioij 
that the houfe ought riot to interfere with the fta- 
tutes of the college. He alfo threw out an idea thigit 
if a new college Ihould hereafter be eft^blilhed ip 
this kingdorii, it Ihould not by any mjeans be a 
diftinft roman catholic college, but under the di- 
Tedion of the prefcnt univerfity* 

The attorney general's amendment wa? agreed 
to, as was alfo, after a long converfation, another 
i amendment propofedby Mr. Grattan "that they 
may be ele<5led profeffors in pbyfic, on the founda- 
tion of Sir Patrick Dunn.'* 

I)r. Duignan now introduced his propofed amend- 
ment.— -After repealing the facramental tcft— ^ 
nieafure, which king James the 2d in attempting 
• to carry, loft his crown, and which the friends of 
(diffenters in England had twice attempted recently 
^hd were unable to effed, the doftor thought (bme 
^fong teft fliould be propofed ^p the catholics, be- 
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fore they were admitted to offices of truft — the 
oath to which the bill referred at prefent, that of- 
the 13th and 1.4th of the king, he thought too 
weak. — He would,., therefore, propofe an. oath 
founded on thedeclaration publiflied by the catho- ' 
fics and figned by Mr. Byrne in March laft — If 
they ftottld refufe to fwear what they had come 
forwai'd and declared f© iblemnly, it would be evi, 
dent, they ought not to be trailed. — Xhere ^as 
only one poin^in.the bath which was not in that 
declaration, namely, a renunciaUon of the opini- 
on, that no chriftian can be faved who -is not at 
the time of his death of the rom an. catholic per- 
fuafion. This opinion he thought it neceffary the 
catholics Ihould renounce as the man who holds it 
muft naturally wifli to overturn the eftabliflied 
church,, which he thinks is only a nurfery of per- 
dition. 

He then prefented the oath which was read 
and w^hich is nearly twice as long as the prefent 
oath. 

Major Hobart profeffcd the oath was too com- 
plex for him at prefent perfeftly to comprehend^ 
but he haped the hon. gent, would ftate his objec- 
tions to the prefent oath which to him appeared 
fully fufficienjt. 

The oath of the .i3tji ^ind r4th of the prefent 
king was then read, and the doctor ftated the dif- 
ference between it and his to he — ift.-^That his 
contained a denial of the doctrine of no falvation 
but of the roman catholic church — 2d. — A more 
full declaration againft the authority not only of the 
pope but of councils, aflemblies, &c. and of their 
power of abfolution. 

A very great number of gentlemen fpoke on the 
queftion, whether the Tatter words of this paragraph 
(hould be omitted, and this oath fubftituted in their 
fooin— Thofe who fupported the motion agreed, 
^ ^^^ ' . ITiat 
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That the catholics having made a foleinn dech-r 
ratioa of xaofk of the principles coatained in tb^. 
path, cDuld have sq o^jei^oa to f'virqar it, if they 
tWCf ^ £ncere« 

Thofe who qppofed the amendnifnt did fp gn 
the ground of its bein^ vinnece&ry, as th,e prefent 
oath was in thbc opimon f itUy fuftcient tQ feciire 
the allegiance of the cathoUcsi, which w^ all that 
any oath ought to aim at, - 

Among thoie ^yho fpppqrted the amendti[ico!t 
were. 

Col. Blaquiere, CounfeUor Johnfton, the Spc^f- 
kcr, Mr. Bradfliaw, Mr. Anticfley, Dr. Browne, 
Mr. Rowley, Mr. Upiack^s Mr. Alexander, and 
lord Hilfborough. ' 

Among thofe who oppofed it were, major Ho- 
bart, Mr. Knox, Sir J. Blaqpiere, Sir H. LangriiUe, 
Mr. Curran, and Mr. Duquerry* 

Mr. Maxwell finally moVcd that the chairmaQ 
report progrefs, for the purpofe q£ giving gentle- 
men time to confid^r the queftipq wore attentively. 
—i-This motion was agreed to and the committee 
was ordered to &t again the qext day^ '^ 
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Saturday, March 2. 

Major H^art prefented the iketch of the oath 
which he had drawn vp in compliance with the 
fcnfe erf Ahe commitcee : it confifted of Jtjip whole 
of the oath prefcribed by the i jth a,nd 1 4»th of the 
king, with fo much of the Jewing jpoxnts of the 
hxQ catholic declaration as he deeded fleceffary, 
which he read in his place. 

Doftor D^ig^^n prefented another oirth which 
he had drawn up and thrice as lQn§, w;hkh.M. 
contended t-o be ?fb&Jutcly necefliuy. ' 

MaJ9^ 
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^hj^r >Mdikfyi^ *5Hid feveral dtbcr lAcmbePs, ob- 
Jefted to'thfe'daA, as extremely long, intricate;^' 
6bf«i^6, tod in 'Itiaisfy parts iitterfy libnecd&riy. 

Maj6r DoyJe faid, that althoi^h; he was not 

ftdite to 'fWetir isf fe«retaites in rgen^al, yet he 

^Qtfld ihfitlitBiv yp^fer 4rbe oiA ^prcjpofed by the . 

right hdh.geiliieman{[i^jdr.l^ 

■oath ihtrodtlied by diejtidge'of the eedlefiaftiGal^ 

'^otttt [Dr. DtiigRcmO. He4njcwtaathii»gtl»twas 

-like the feaSrliid ratmber^s xihapteir of fweariiilg^' 

*btit lEttuIphtis's chapter df curfieg in Triflxam' 

iShUndy. He'dif4]^J>mvediJBXtiieineiy of multiply- 

*ing biths^t ^Sny time, biit .particularly when -it 

•dould4tifWir«ii6:pafpofe, iwat to wound and 4n-r 

'fiilt the ISeliDfgs of a^ fctigebody (if lQ)KfcVfut^e3:s^j^- 

tb ^(kh • the%gii^ t6 reftore jcer- 

"taiti privileged, *arid'tO'€onfcr certain benefits/ Jf 

!feey*e difloyal/ yoto fli^Idigivje them nothing:' 

^oti-*haVe ilt^^&Y^^^n thein to(y nkuch^ ^But, , if 

'thc^^hltVe \|*5V8(r:themfelrcs >godd did faithfiil 

ftitgyS^, -y)[«l^feoul*not tr^b thfena with jesdoufy 

*a!*d '' fiif^^km. Thd iiaths :of i the r^th.and 14th' 

'of .the Mtag^^live beaafoundrpcffeftly fttfEcient to 

^Wtc 'tfiieir 'l^eKiy to his*tant^efty: A«d ti^ • oonfti- 

7iftitr6n, ; tod' fld\^% when they aifrc > fo tnudrinbte 

'chHght^nfed, 'ainrd-^demed worthy of encreafed' 

- advantagesi'itUsiptppofed :to^fliadd^ them with 

'^^^t^tidiiir^aths. ; v 

^^ t thtfldat^li^embciS has UaJled upcm us. to 
^*|l^e the *4yrity'*?^hit^ we .ftate.inriheir behalf. 




vjfhkt ' is ^ a felf -eftidcnt : pf opibfiibion. But the, beft 
^ way W 5«d^Efg of : thdir lo^alty^ as. i by their pad 
' iidttdlift'.-^His >^a^efty ; their- fbvercigiii, 4€Gl2ires 
• t!i Wnf to be la jral-^the adnainiftration of this king-^ 
' y^fai VfeclkffesTheii to be l^yal-;^^ 
"t>f their country declares them loyal in the fcveral 

aSs 
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a<^s wbich have been made in their behalf — znd I 
fhould be glad to know who can be fo good judges 
of the loyalty of the governed as the gavernon, ;I 
Ihould prefef fuch te(timony even to that of t^e 
learned Diember. 

The learned member had animadverted on his 
fpeech^ and aCcnfed him of having mifapplied the 
quotation from S^ift, in ufing that y^ri^^ which 
the author had applied ironically. Sir, faid major 
Doyle, if the dean has lent me his words, I am to 
make life of them as i think beft. for my argument. 
But that the committee may fee that I have not 
abufcd the loan, I will ftate again his Words:— 
" Perfecution, merely for confcience fake, is 
againft the genius of .the, gofpel ; fo likewife.is 
any law for depriving men of their natural and 
civil rights which they claim as men. The fmalleft 
negative ^ifcouragements for .uniformity's fal^e, 
are Co many perfecutions* , In like manner, an in- 
capacity for any .man to be made a judge, a colo- 
nel, or a juftice of the peace,, merely pn a point 
of confcience, is a negative, difcoiiragement, and 
confequeritly a real perfecution.— 'The belief of 
tranfubftantiation is a matter purely of xeligipn 
and confcience, which doth pot eflfeft the political 
intereft of fociety as fuch. Therefore, why ihould 
tfie right jof confcicnce,'> lij^hereof Qod is the fple 
lord, Dd fubjefl: to hunxan jurifdiftion.? < 

How the dean might liav^ applied this in his 
day, faid major Doyle, is immaterial ; but I am 
fure it is a truth as applied by me in the prefent 
inftance to the catholic body. 1 aflure the l^rned 
member, I am not '. quitCv ignorant of the ufe,of 
irony, Suppoife, Mr, cha,irmJ3kn) I wcjie, to fay,of 
the learned judge's fpeeches on this fuhjed, or 
rather his fpeech-^twice repeated, that it was un- 
equalled for its hiftoric fidelity, for its feafonable 
conciliation, and its polilhed fuavity of manners; 

that 
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that it Was highly honourable to the proteftant 
religion, from the liberal toleration it breathed, 
and that it was ufeful in the extreme to the efta- 
bliflied church, by the profelytes it muft bring 
into its bofom from the mild and chriftian charity, 
it inculcates. — Does the learned member now per- 
ceive I underftand any thing of irony ? There is 
a figure in rhetoric, which I am not fo well ac- 
quainted with*— the figure hyperbole-^hnt the learn- 
ed member is a better rhetorician. 

So that, fir, there does not appear to be any 
blunder in the application of Swift's words ; but 
if there had, the learned member fet me the ex- 
ample, when he fays, " as the greek painter 
Apelles expreffed \i\mit\i—ne futor tiltra crepidam*^ 
But ftrange as the inftance of the greek language 
may be, I fhould rather follow the learned mem- 
ber in that than in the Englifli language, which 
he has ufed upon the prefent fubjeft. It may be 
eloquence, but it is of that vituperative fpecies 
which has lately diftinguiflied a certain clafs of fe- 
male politicians in Paris, and was formerly in high 
repute aniongft the orators of BiHingfgate. But 
it is not well applied at this day, on this fubjed, 
and to this houfe. 

A right hon. gentleman, whofe abilities juftly 
entitle him to attention £the Speaker], has argued 
much upon the dangerous power of the pope, the* 
oath fropoffe of the bifhops, and the influence of 
the clergy upon their flock. With refpeft to the 
pope, I ani aihamed to attempt to prove what is 
notorious to all chriftendom, viz. that the papal 
power has dccreafed, and is moft rapidly decreaf- 
ang, and the fad which I before aflerted confirms 
it, that while we have been debating this queftion 
— tlie power of Rome has applied to the proteftant 
king' and proteftant people of England, to proteft 
h\vx a^ainft his popifli enemies. — His power waftv 
'- ' y y infinitely 
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infinitely: ^eater in i yji^ \mt it vrasf nqt^iuohjcc* 
tioxi then urged againftigraMing: privileges. to cs^ 
tboUcs. lefs enlightened than the prefent. 

As; to the bifbops' oath^r<^£^ wh^t I^a^ be^ 
it^:eflfecls.far the lail twenty years ? Has it.firength- 
ened thecps^pal infiuence.? On the contrary^ has; 
npt. thQ fupf emacy of Rome been . fliaken ofiT 
vithin that period. by alarg^ portion of thofcwha 
form^ly acknowledged it ?— The right Iioil mem* 
bcrfays, the celibacy, of the clergy leaTC3;themrK>. 
p^ffion hut ainbition ; — whether th^jt eflfeiSJ; natn^- 
rally fallow,^ from the.caufef I will not now ai^e^^ 
I amfure it wer^.bett8rfortheftate,tbey didniar- 
py. B^t has this ambition been dgrmant fop thd ail. 
50 years^? ajid what has it effeded, when the po- 
verty of their flocks might have made them infiru* 
n^ents ? and are they likely to. become inftramenta^. 
npW) when theyi.ai^e acquiring riches and.injdepen- 
dence ? — ^Bolide, it is the liity onjy, aoquirc influx 
exK^e by thi^biil^ or* even by, total emancipation*. , 
Th^ clergy > at preiQnt, have fq^TiC^ly^compaon fub-r- 
£ftence : and is it > ta be - fu^ofed they:are..all as, 
©nee to acquifie influence: .tOt induce thcrlaity.ta, 
rifque their pyop^rtiesi^theq^etof the cowtry^ 
the refiftance of the proteftant king, of pfotpftant : 
Engla;nd» and, of the prpteftfinlts of Irehm^* to en- 
rich, men , to: wdtjiofc neceffiti^s. they fo r jfps^-ingly . 
contribute? 

iVn e;?ctraoi?diii?ry ;affertiQn:h;i«:besncn^ad^ t^at , 
the catholics fe^m inclined; to denjp<?rj^cy. It isj 
a new charge: I ihaye often: h^fi&d. the. oppoiitet- 
urged agaiiift' tbem,.of b^ing;mpnarcbiajfr.. fi^t^r 
Sky the .. clergj arie faid to have . dangerous influ*. 
ence: now,, if th^y,,h^^y«,.ca^.any mj^iiiiiippore^ 
they' will direA it infavwy p|^ republiijanifniy J^y^^^ 
which their whole ordei^ ha^: . been ^ rw(i!<^ in • a 
neighbouring, country?. Thw^r^ is,; fir, a^^tbe^ 
expreflion tWJaed^ agail^ftiihe iss^ti^))|(gb9d^ r 

I canBQ6 
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I tdinjiot tronfider » ^fair in ai^ument ;*-^that h^ 
wbeh he fitys, '^ th&tfaree millions with which we 
^e threstelied." Itispfeculiaiiymifohievcms from 
the hi^h ^pmt «of the gentleman to whom it is 
additififed, who properly would fpurn at a lhreat$ 
but 'fo far is it from a threat, that it is an humble 
{>etitio£L and'fupplication, which furely is not left 
^worthy of attention from the number of Xupjpli- 
cants, mileft the ^hon. member proceeds upon the 
plan vof the 'Old lady in the play (mentioned by an 
ingenious friend of mine), " who would not ^g£vc 
charity becaUfe thetr Were fo many beggars." 
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Monday, Marcby 4th. 
The Houfe m Committe. 

IDr. Dmgfkifiy after a Ihort preface, pf dpdfed 4ii 
tjlilh fdtm^ t>recifely on thfe declaration pUMifii^ 
icd by the catholic tommittfee in Marth laft. 

Majdr Uobari fiid, «hat l^hfeh he propofed the 
oatli which the hem. getit. difapprov^d he did fy 
under convi6tion that he adopted in thai bath fub- 
ftantially, every thing Whidi that hbn. genftlemaii 
Kad f>fapbfed, becatifej if the cathdic^ ^ore that 
they did noit b^Keve the pop6 could abfdi^t them 
from their oaths, the ftJng of infallibility in the 
pope was readily done away. iTie hon. g^n tinman . 
now was willing to take the declaration of ithe 
catholics finiply as the matter 6f his oath^ and ad 
the dbfdft of the bill was conciliation, and ^ he 
belieived the catholics would hav6 no objeflkm 
whatever to fwcar that declaration, he would af- 
fent to the propofition. — -He had not the les^ft fear 
that the tatholids would objed to this oath j^e-^ 
caufe he found theni extremely ready t6 fwlbar 
whatever that d6tlaratfon contained, and becatiie 
pr. Ti>oy m bSa recent pufbHcation, declared that 

the 
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the dodrines .contained in that publication, had 
nothing in them contrary to the catholic faith — 
the only objedion that had occurred to him againft 
the oath, Was its extreme length, which he had 
thought might confiderably cmbarrafs 'ele6Hons, 
but as the hon. gent, had fuggefted that the oath 
might be taken at the time of r^giftering the free- 
hold, his objedion was removed, and he mpft rea- 
dily adopted the hon. gentleman's propofition. 

Mr. Rowley declared himfelf adverfd to the 
whole of the bill. 

Mr. Annejlej objefted to that part of the oath by 
which the catholic fliould fwear that he would 
not ?ittempt to fubvert the proteftant eftablifli- 
ment for the purpofe of fubftituting a catholic one 
in its ftead. This, he faid, he had no fear of, but 
that they would endeavour to deprive the protef- 
tant clergy of tithes to confer them on their own 
clergy, and that fome leading men ampng them 
had luch an idea he was r(2|ady io prpve-; he would 
therefore ynSx that a claufe difcl^ming-.any at- 
tempt \\ %o difturb the rights pf the chilyC^i in this 
kingdom*? ihould be fubftituted. ^ Re alfo objed* 
ed to that claufe by which they were to difavow 
any defign of difturbing the prefent arrangenient 
qf property in this country j he thought it could 
have no other efied than to lead men's mind^ to 
the nature of thofe tenures by which a great deal 
of property was held in. this country, and whicl\ 
but for this claufe they would never think of. 
) . He therefore nioved an aoiendment by expungi^ 

ing this cjaufc, and fubftituting another, guard-i 
ing the rights of t^e clergy. 

Dn Dtdgnari fupported the oath he had propof- 

cd. The rights of the clergy were fufEciently pi;or 

teded by it, as the church were the clergy and 

the clergy the church; they were convertible 

k t?rms, — As to the claufe refpefting t^i? forfeited 

r : . -^ ..... . ' eft*tesjj 
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eftates, he had adopted it becaufe the catholics 

themfelves had mentioned it. If it fliould be 

omitted after "having been once introduced, he 
thought it might do Angular mifchief. 
. • Mr. Ciffe^ Mr. Holnus^ and Chan. oiEx. oppofed 
the amendment, as calculated only to revive de- 
bate on a fubjecl which had been already amply 
difcuffed and in which confiderable conceffions 
has been made on both .fides, for the fake of una- 
nimity. 

Mr. Forbes oppofed that part of the path, which 
makes the catholic difclaim a belief of the dodlrine 
of forgivenefe of fins by prieflily abfolution. — A 
fimilar idea had been introduced into an bath, pro- 
pofed to the Englifli houfe of commons on the 
fame fubjeft, and had been fcouted with ridicule. 
— ^ — ^He exhorted the houfe to ad in a fimilar 
manner. 

*« He was anfwered by Dr. Duignan, who confi- 
4ered their difclaiming of this tenet as peculiarly 
important, as none was more pregnant with mif- 
ichievpUs confequences to fot«iety. 
I Mr.' uf;2»g/?fy perceiving the fenfe of the houfe 
againft him, 'withdrew his amendment. 
,' The jRrwg/?* thought the catholics could not at 
all olged to the oath, as the matter of it had been 
fuggefted by thfemfelvfes — but he hoped that if any 
difficulty fliould arife hereafter in the conftruftion 
of it, it would be fo explained as not to impede 
the • catholic franchife. ' . fie then mentioned the 
elaufe by which the catholics difclaim any title to 
forfeited lands, as one which might occafion diffi- 
culties of this kind, as a great deal of thofe lands 
had been purchafed by catholics fince the year 87, 
To all thqfe who had thus purchafed forfeited 
lands, or whotmight hereafter purchafe them, he 
thought this elaufe would be an invincible obfla*^ 
fie. He fuggefted an amendment, by inferting 

■.;:,•..., . '. . the 
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the words, ^ in oppofition to the aAs of attainder 
and fetdeoient, or' any other laws now eKifting/^ 

Mr. G. Ponfonby cbjeded to the dauie altoge- 
ther, becaufe he did not think, it wife to teacih 
gentlemen that the fecurity of their eftates de- 
pended on the oaths or forbearance of any men* 
Beiides he was cbufcioos the catholics had no idea 
of attempting any.thiqg againft the piiefent ietde- 
ment of proper^, luid .he was fare if they did 
they would not fucceed. It was abfurd,.too, tp 
make forty fliilling freeholders, wha& ance^rs 
could have no property to di£claim any tide de- 
rived froni thbfe anceftors. The landed property 
of eyery country muft neceflarily be confined to 
few--rto make 300,000 men difdaim the title of 
their -anceftors, muQ: dierefore be highly abfurd. 
It could tend to nothing elfe than to make tbera 
^ifcontented, by fuggefting to them that their an^ 
Kftry were very great people, who had been pil- 
laged by the proteftants.^ — ^It was an infult alib to 
the catholics, as it taught them chat while we 
were admitting them to ihare the conftitution, 
we thought them fuch men as ought not to be 
truftcd. 

A converfetioii followed, in which Dr. Duignan, , 
Gol. Papl, Col. filaquicre, Mr. Curran, Mr. Joh©- 
fon, Mr. Cojiojly, Mr. Knox, Mr. Sec. Cooke, and 
Major liofeart fpoke, and which was terminated 
by aa aownd^ent faggeft^d by 

Pr. Omijby,^ whp fnoved,infiead of being fworii 
n^t to difturb, they [the cathdics] Ihouid be 
fworn ^' to defend to the uitmoft of their power 
the prefexu: Settlement of property in thi& king- 
dom/* 

This amendment met the unanimous fenfcp (^ 
\ht koudfe, and. was finally adopted after Mr. Grat- 
tan had e^^preiTed his difapproba4;ibn of t^ oath 
gca^rally, as too n>etaphv ileal , and his opinion 
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that the oath- "st^iicL had beeiv propofibd' b}i the fe- 
cretary,. on Saturday, was ^Ual to every ptirpbfc? 
of civil fecuarity* which-^coiikl be looked for in-an^ 

oath. y ■ ' 

Lord Hemy/H/^if/rtf/^ looked on the oath alto** 
gether' a^f aa- utinecW&Fy' dog, and ilbberal in it*' 
felf ;< be would therefore voteagattnft iu 
. The claufe admitting catholics' to profeflbrfhipg) 
of<phyfi€.on: the foundation of* Sir Patrick Duiin^' 
was then adopted^ withonit^ debate. 

The-0ara,f2praph being: read which sfiaked >the ca- 
tholics efigible- to civil an^d military offices^ certain' 
offices r excepted, which are* there eminfterated^ z^ 
mong^ which stt^: the • commiffioners of revenue; * 
cuftom^ and excife. 

Mr. ^^«g^/ obferved, thiat the greater part of 
the wealthy catholics in this country wereimen^ 
wha had ama^d their property by. ttade.-^Siich 
men wer^ of all^otbers the mod fit for prefiding' 
ov^r therevenue^ and therefore he coald^ not con- 
ceive, why r they fliould be excluded from the ofi 
£ce& of-chief commi&onergyiefpecially as by the 
place - billy now- before the- houfe^ thofe officers 
would probably be rendered incapable of fitting' 
in \ parliament.'— H^ therefore moved the words 
excluding catholics from thofe offices ihb^d be 
expunged. 

This^ motioi^V after fome time, being put, was 
very un«peft8dly carried -in -the affirmative. 

Sirr //•• Lartgrifb^ moved as an amendment, that 
the^keepeTf of -thep^ivy feal^ and 'the'cuftodes ro- 
tuJLoium)^ and gQvernoF$ of cou&ties, ihould be a- 
mong.tbe officefrfromr whichfcatholics dudl be e:&^ 
cliided.1 

Mr.' Gratian- exprefled' his difapprobsUioH o£ 
th« r cjcdndkig.r daufe • altogether. 1 he king, he 
thoiig)|t'^UKht notito bepreventedfrom appoint-^ 
ing^.to offic<3 -wheiiifQe^jcit heo&ould^ think ' beft 

quali^ed 
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qualified to difc&afge the duty. It was abfurd ta 
trufl the catholics into the conftitution^ and yet 
on a principle of diftraft keep them out of the ex- 
ecutive offices, to which the king ought to have 
the full power 6f appointing, afiid for the execu- 
tion of which thcperfons* appointed would be fc- 
fponfible. He muft be a vifiohary politician in-^ 
deed, and would foon find that he was fo, who 
could hope after admitting men into the confiitu- 
tion, to keep them out of the ftate. 

Mr. Maxwell fiiggcftcd the propriety of exclud- 
ing catholics frftm thd office of keeper of the re- . 
cords — that of public regifter 6f deeds, send his 
deputy, and chief prothonotary of the two courts^ 
and moved the exclufion accordingly. 

This amendment, after fome qotverfation, was 
negatived^ 

Mr. y. C. Bereifctd^ after ftatirig that the catho- 
lics would probably not fend their children to bd 
educatied in cmr univerfity, unlefs they were ad- 
n^ittcd to fliare all the honours and emoluments 
of it, moved, that the words— ^excluding them 
from the place! of provofl:, and from fellowmips-^ 
fhould be expunged. 

This amendment produced a divifion, on which" 
the numbers were. 

For the expundion • . • 6 7 ht • -i^ 

Mr. Annejlej moved, for the expimftion of the 
^ords excluding catholics from the place of poft- 
mafter general. He could fee no good r^afbn to 
withhold this office from them. His idea had been ' 
to keep them out of the conftitution entirely, but 
now that they were admitted to that, he thought ' 
they fiiould be admitted to every other office. 

Major Doyle moved a claufe to permit roman • 
catholics to hold the office of high flieriff in the 
fcveral counties. He faid that the legiflaturc bav- 
ins: 
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ing reiKlercii . them . eligibly to grand juries, the 
toon would be incomplete without tjieir eligibili- 
ty to the office of iherifF, by whom the jury were 
appointed — and he argued it the rather becaufe 
there could be no danger, even in the opinion of 
the moft timid, when it is recoUefted, , that the 
proportion of catholics to proteftants qualified for 
the office is not as one to thirty ; that they are 
puniij'^able by the court of king's bench, if they 
mifconduft tJiemfelves ; but mpre efpecially, as 
they are appointed by his majejly who of courfc 
will 4iot fetft a difloyal perfon for that fitua^ 
tion. 

Major Bobart thought the hon. gent., did very 
great injuftice indeed to the proteftant gentlertien 
of the country by fuppofing, at a time like this, 
when they were manifefting fuch liberality offen- 
timeint toward catholics, that proteftant flieriffs 
. would not relurn them on juries. 

Lord HUJborough faid he did not rife in that 
houfe as an agent either for the catholics or protef- 
tants, but he would negative the anjendment be- 
caufe the Sheriff was the reprefentative of the 
king, who could not be reprefented by a papift ; 
and not only would he refift the amendment but 
would propofe that fub-flierifis alfo fhould be ex- 
cluded. 

Major Doyle with a great deal of fpirit repelled 
the inlinuation which the noble lord had prefu» 
nied to make, that he was an agent for. papifis. 
he warned him againft uiing fuch V^nguage to 
men as independent as himfelf. ^ ' 

Lord Hill/borough difclaimed any idea of apply- 
ing the word to the hon. gent.: — He had only 
faid that he himfelf was no agent. 

Hon. Mr. Knox warmly (upported the amend- 
ment. The object of the bill was conciliatipn ; he 
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Atmglrt it vroxAA not perfccHy conciK«B, if thoftf 
offices were witKdd. 

Mh Akxand^r Jzidy if the ri^ht hon. moira*of 
l^fe ttfl \iroulcf a^ee tcr hiJ^ atnendment, it Wotiltf 
ht.i v&Tf cpOTf6; frafiid on dte prqtefta'nts of the 
cbtintry,. '^o apguiefced Iii the' bill, onlybecaufe' 
tiiqr h^ ba^n tanght to tjelieve that the catholic* 
:tticti.kj^.b^e^ektlu(^d^.fr^ po:*t^r of 

tt e CatiiTtty-^khd riotHit g could tend tnbrc ftrdnrg* 
Fy^ to veft them VTith thlt pow*6r, tfiaii this amend- 
ing. 

Mir. Ctinan fpoke fik thie a'tneitdriieht; He d^- 
nied^that the flieriff .was the reprefentative of t!fite' 
A-bxirqi ^ild t^ that catholics were a^Well 

^^lified to diftharge the office properiyi as any 
fhgh wHatfe^r^r. 

■ MrrCraftany^i^ airofor the amendment, whlchv 
howdver, after fbme further coriverfation^ wajr ne^ 
gatiyed withput a (JiviiSbil.. . ' , ^ 

. Lord iMj^otjjtr^ then moved' his atriendmfentr 
drtyth^' e:Ji^cltrffon 0? ihe ilrb-fheriffs, which hefiipi 
pcftfed 6n th!6 grotihd of his hiving 5he powef of 
tltft ih^rlflfs committed to him ;^ ii^ it w^rfe right 
fhereifere to CXdtid6 the ohe^— tht other tfi'ereford 
&Cidd be exdiid;6c^ 

1 hfe Speaker was for the am^cfment— ^is ^br^ 
;ilfo Col. .felaqjtiiere and Mr. Annefliey.--— It was- 
bp^bfed by Mr; Dtiquery and Mr^ Ciirrah. on the 
jitihcjples that th^^^ law dici hot ffecognizfe th^ Ibb- 
Ihenff,* ahd. that the hrgh fliferiff was refponfible 
for all thi^ aft$ of his deputy. 

The amendnient wa3 negatived without a* dtvi* 
fibn. 

Mr. Ann^JJey now rofe to mbte his . promiied' 
amendment, to ettablilh a l^gal pk)Vi^on foe the 
it^man catholic clergy. IThc fubnaficc of his iho- 
l^n wais-T-** That evei?y ^opifliprieft have power 
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provifo, preventing roman catholics from voting 
m veftries on queitions relative to the demife or 
difpofal of any parifh property, {hould be with- 
drawn ; it was a provifion which gave no fecurity 
to proteftant afcendancy, and prevented catholics 
from interfering in the difpofal of property which 
in many inftances belonged to the parilh at large' 
and was bequeathed to lighten the parochial bur- 
dens of all the inhabitants. 

Mr. G. Ponfonby agreed in the idea. 

Dr, Dulgenan defended the provifo and fliewed 
the neceflity of it by relating an aft of yeftry 
which had been made fome time ago in Catherine's 
parilh — That pariflihad an eftateof 250I. per an- 
num. — At a veftry in which 58 Catiiolic^ were 
prefent, and only 1 5 proteftants, 60I. per annum 
had been voted by the catholicar out of this fum 
to perfons called roman catholic curates and that 
too in opppfition to the fenfe of the proteftants 
who afliited at the veftry— The prov^, he oblerv- 
<d did not go to deprive the catholics of theit 
right to vote at veftries, if any fuch they had, 
but only to prevent the bill from being 90nftrife4 
to give them this power. ' ' ''. 

JIp {hewed, that if the catholics were permit- 
ted to difpofe of parifli property in this manner to 
themfelves, they would in fa£t be perqiitted to 
tax tlie proteftant inhabitants ; for, in proportion 
as the fond appointed for defraying the parifh ex- 
pences, was appropriated to other purpbfeS, thq 
parifti-cefs muft be encresafed; 

The amendment was at length adopted, as were 
alfo all the other amendments. The bill beiiig 
gone through. ^ / 

Mr. Rowley declared himfelf a decided enemy 
to that clauieof it which ^ave to the catholics the 
cleftive franchife. No man was more willing tlian 
he, that they Ihptild b? indulged and protefted, 

, ' and 
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and he thought they were fo ; but the prpte&ant 
afcendancy ought to be preferved : the grant of 
the eledive franchife tended to fubvqrt thatafcetu 
dancy. If the cl^ufe conferring that were ftruck , 
out, he would fupport the reft of the bill ; if not, 
he would oppofe the whole bill on account of that- 
He concluded by moving, that this claufe be ex- 
punged ;— he was feconded by Mr. Ogle : on the* 
queftionbeing put, the motion was negatived with- 
out a divifion. 
, The bill was then ordered to be engroffed. 
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Thebi^ was read a third time, pafled, and or- 
dered to the Lords. 
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Thursday, Afar^^ 7. 

Mr. Secretary ii?^^7rr from the commons, pre- 
fented at the bar, the bill for the relief of \m 
majefty's roman catholic fubjefts, which he in- 
formed the houfe had paffed the commons, atld 
lequefted their lordlhip's concurrence. 

The bill was read a firfl: time, and ordered to 
be read a fecontj on Wednefday next. 



Wednssday, March 13,. 

Hie bill was read a fecond time, and on the 
^ueftion for its committal being put. 

The bifhop of Killala rofe to exprefs his ready 
and moft cheerful affent to 4 bill for the relief of 

hit •! 
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hh }on^ PPprejPRf^, and Jpyal caUiolfp brethren, 
%nd thpir 'return to that portion or t^c conftituti* 
jOH, to which thp \>^l hcfori fi)c houie went jtp 
^nAit.them. 

, From ,thf difficulty of intrpidu^on b^low the 
bgr, our reporter fqun4 it ipappiEble to gain ad- 
juittancp tilj the reverend prelate ,had pe^riv con- 
' eluded his oration, ^ut frpm wl^t iie cpujld coJr» 
left, his lordfhip had gone lato an h^ory'of the 
origii> and progrefs or the penal ftatutes, an^ de- 
precat^d the- whpje fyftein, ^as founided in the 
prejudices of a bigot ted and p€:rfecuting agej^ ^nd 
continued for near a century, with Qqud impo- 
licy and injuftice, to a loyal body of fpbjefts^ 
whofe conduft for that period ^7^ a full refuta* 
tion of every argument that could be offered in 
iiipport of that code, iihder which they had fo 
long groaned with patient fubmiffiou. 

He had heard it argued, that their numbers 
was a reafon for exclliding them frona the con- 
ftitution ; but for bis o\Yn part he lield an opinil ' , 

on direftly the reverfe. In time.<J like the prefent, *■ 
when >Ve were threaten^ed by foreign enemies, 
aad agitated, by doi^e/iic distentions, Jie would \ 

yrifli to unite tiofe numbers In tbpport of that * i 

cp<iftitution to wjhich i^ey Jiad ever been loyal, 
^atj&icr ^thjin turn them agairjft i^ fcy perp'ecuating 
- reftridive fyiiems and opprieflive exQlufipi^, which ] 

, KQ ex;Uling neceflity cpuid warrant, lipr no policy 
approve. Wi^h refped to the fears that had been 
expreffed of the pppe and the pretender, he re- 
garded them as idle and' nofyunded ; the power 
of the one was humbled, and the very name of 
the pther extmSfj and as -to any danger tp 
the grpt^ftant eftabliflxment, .from following the 
cficlites'o^'jistfice, atid qiF Iqnity, to the catlwffcs, 
he confid^re^d all arjprehenfibns equilfy gfotthdi 
ieis« ' * * '' * • 

■■■.■■ -He. 
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, flefelt ki^A^tf tlf- deMtejAlf his feifi. 
iiehts bh iUdk i^oints, b^aufd H<i loofeed tl|>dtt 
iis rdrtiih aehbRc WetKreii ai feU6s4--fiibieclfei iiiif 
^6litt\i'-chriftiifcs, beli^vei*s In' tfivi Amfi .&bc(; dtlil 
^irtiiers la tKe rafti<i' reaenipdba. Siieculativ^ 
differeittfc in.{8ifle jiomfs d^ faith ^itiH hltfi, iHr^ 
tt n'tf difcoUrit I they arid he haif biit on/tM^di 
<^)ic rdigiq'ff of ihrifeity.j thet^fdfe, as chlfi 
drfeh 6f the fame' faihef^-^as trkvdlefe in the fatttfe 
foifd^iiHd ifeekers of kbt faWe falVitibfl, i^hir not 
\mt 6ach ointr a§ ,brotKdrs ? It was no pat't or 



love jftach pihtt a^ jbrotKdrs ? It was no part bl^ 
iir6tettaiiiiin to pfeffeciite caA'^biicJs, and withoiit 
niftier fo.tlie tdtHoUc, th^rfe could be rio^ Ifecurit;^ 
for th'e. ^roteftaiit, eliabM^ ^s^ i, fne^d^ 

therefore, to tHe petniafienfcy 6f this eftaibfeflinifent,' 
fe the prof^critybf the couiityy; ancT the jaftfcfe- 
diie to his catholic i^reth^-eh; he ffebiild cHeiifuilt' 
give his vote that the biil be' ddiiirfiittecfc 

The ea'rl of Climre now x^dfe aiid ifaid;, that &e 
cithpllb.gfttibde lib^ality df p^liipridtif^^ 

would be aiiMly repaid bV tSeir ittachmeht; irid* 

* ih^t the cohftitUtibn Would find ih then\ a pd^^^' 
fel aftd/faiihful ally igainft ilic ^drts^pF fedt^^^ 
iatnd the, dangerous, combinations whifcli' at. tli}*'-^ 
tiniie alfailcd it. He cohfellfed he had a pirtialit 
for i:iife rQiiiah catholics', whidh HM wfen from* 
paving Jiyedfnuch with theht, and frbtfi a know- 
ledge oip their ^fin'cipjes and feiitimchts. He hafiP 
me hontir of 'beiiii much acquainted with iliiiiy 
of the priricij>al rbniah catholics, both here arid iji 

.Ehgfeiid. He had always found them ftieil df loy* 
^^^jYinciplles, much, attached to ^ihoharchy, and 
particularly to the/overeign rio>y upon the throne"; 
to whpin, for his gracious proteclibn of theniy 
they. hjwJ always expreffed themfelyes deeply in- 
debted.'— ^— The dangerous doctrines which Kid 
b^en tmputed, a-hd mariT of them very falfly iiii. 

;. j^iifed ta the catholic profetSoh of feitn hid'been- 

abjured 
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abjured ty the principal ol the dtrgy and laity 
pf that communion. In England Ihe iiobililty and. 
principal rom an catholics of that kingdom hadt 
drawn up and fubfcribed a formal protcft againft 
thofd opinions, and depofitcd this document amidft 
.the achieves of the Britiflx mufeum« The power 
of the pope was how no longer to be dreaded ; be 
was fculpn lower than his lyorft enemies could 
wiih hirti to be< He cdhfeffed he did not rejoice 
to fee a, chriftian prelate, Ind a fovereign prinCe 
humbling himfelf before tfie national convention 
of France \ that power which ^as formerly the 
terror of the chriftian world, was long fince laid 
down. It was now indeed taken up by the French 
coh'vention ; they had fubftituted their decrees 
For the, bulls of tlie popes, and had arrogated to 
themfelvcs the right of abfolvingfubjefts from their 
allegiance, and 4iaking the thrones of the earth J 

/ To arreft the progrefs of fo formidable a power, 
which threatened deftrudion to every regular go- 
vernment, and had peculiarly levelled its attacks 
againft this conftitution. To defeat the defigns . 
ofits apoftles and miffionaries in this country, who 
ar^ bufy in propagating its pernicious principles, 
let them call to their aid thofe of their fellow fub- 
jefts, who were known to entertain fentiinents 

' the oppofite of thofe ; for notwithftanding the ex- 
ception of a very few individuals, he bdieved it 
•ivas very well known that the great bpd^ of the 
roman catholics of this kingdom abhorred and 
reprobated modern French principles, and what 
proved it beyond a doubt was, that in that part 
of the kingdom where the catholics abound, and 
have moft influence, thofe doctrines have made no 
impreffion ; wfailft, in the quarter where they are 
the feweft and moft inconfiderable, there they have 
gained ground to an extent which has given a 
very ferious alarm -, that the roman cathoUcs,. by 

getting 
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getting poiTejQfon of, the eledive franchife^ and en« 
joying the other pflvifeges which this hill afforded 
to them, would acquire a certain 'fiiai'c of power 
in the ftate was not to be denied ; buc befides 
what might be expefted from their long tried loy* 
afty, and the principles which he finccrely believed 
they poflefled, they had not now the fame temp-* 
tation or incitement to difturb the government as 
formerly^ were they fo inclined. The fucceflion 
to the crown was now undHputed in the proteft^ 
ant line. There no longfer .exifted a prince of their 
own perfuafion, to whom they might transfer their / 
allegiance ; and as for any cxpeftatioB that they 
would be able to fubvert the etlablifhed church in 
this kingdom, and fubftitute a catholic hierarchy in 
its place, that muft be vain indeed. If ever the 
e'ftablifhed church in this country was fiib vert- 
ed, the fonfequence wotSd be that there would be 
no eftabliihed religion at all, and therefore the 
choice of the alternative now is, not between a 
proteftant and a catholic king^ or between an Eng* 
lifli and a popifh hierarchy, but between^ the mo- 
narchy and the church, as now eftabliihed, and a 
republic, and that too a French republic, formed 
<5n the French model, proceeding upon French prin 
ciples^ and fubjeft to the influence and controul 
of France. And now, that he had mentioned the 
eftabliihed church, he would be bold to fay, that 
there was no man who was a niore fincere iFrien4 
to it than he was, or who was more thoroughly 
fenfible of what an effential part it formed of the 
conftitution. He confidcred the hierarchy of the 
eftabliihed church, through its feverd gradations 
of eccleiiaftical dignities, as a mean and principal 
fupport of the monarchy, and a vital part of the 
conftitution ; at the fame time he wilhed to fee a 
dfecent and liberal provifion made for the roman 
catholic clergy, and he was happy to hear that 
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flaps hi^d been .t^n to that eiSe^^ md that th& 
m€tfii^e was to be brought forward in ahothct 
pk^e^ by ^ young ;ioUeman, the heir of a gfeai 
aad reipectabic family* 

Ther^ wa* Q^c^prqvi^on in the bill, whicl>, hft 
\ thought, wauld very miich conduce to cefn^t 
ftftd liHiiite* the people,— that by which all impedi- 
i|ient« to the intermarriages or pexfohs of the djf- 
fereii^i religions was removed ;- — i-iiior^bvcr, he; 
iknew of no ^^^pedient fo liJkely to increafe the 
Bumbfr of t^e eftabliihed church. Where the par- 
rfntf wfTc of difierent perfuafions, the childrea 
would be ^ucat^d in the efiablilhed' reli^on, 
which would have the prepQnde^*ance. He kneW^ 
in his own neighbourhood, fpnie examples of fucli 
m^^rriagf s, notwithftanding the pen^l ties, which^ 
^i tbfc tifB^». attended theiaQ, ana from all of theii^^ • 
tht children had been educated proteftants ; — the 
oppoftufiities of a common ^diiCatioi>, and the ha- 
bits of^arly ywth, formed another ftrong liiiko^ 
co9ne:»ijon ; tj^ey wer^ abput tp cha^e their policy, 
ind thjs ^ds would be considered ifa different 
poipts pf view. He tjorned his eye to the encou- 
»gii)^ ftde of the profpeA,-^n6t becaufe it wa^ 
the more ^aiin^ to contemjdate, but becaufe h^ 
T:cally tljoug^ it the more probablje.-^By keeping 
their pgopjt? wjidun the ^ale of the conftitutidnj;' 
tbcy tv^ould engage them if its defence, aijd givcj 
tiiem an if>ter<ift, in the comraon qaufe. He truftr 
cd they would be too* powerful for their enemies^ 
»nd that wl>en, aft€f a little tim^, the prefent fer- 
. rncfit £hQuld fublide, this nation might prefent %q 
the world, the gioripus l^edacle of a patriot king 
tt the h^id c^* an united peopk. 

X'Ord P^rfariingion expiellisd his JatisfaAion that 
the timie y^^ n<)w come when he cotild meet his 
ronsao catholic fellow fubjeds with confidence,* 
ffi being admitted to the indulgences in the bill 
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fcefore the hoiife. He fhould not have rbfe, he 
faid, biit for fome tnihg which had fallen fro^ the 
fcV. prelate who had fpbken firll ih this debate^ Tt^ 
fle^ng on the cbnauft of our protfeftant * aft- 
ceftors, and imputinfij thofe laws to ^fpifit 
pf wanton and perfecutingcriielty in them, which 
\5rcre the mere refult of indHpenfable ntceffity 
and fdf defence : and he entered in^o an hlf- 
torical detail of the origin and progrefs of the fxfc- 
nal code, in fupport of his aflertion ; and though 
it appeared from this inquiry that former po^s 
I)aa affum.ed a power of abfolving fubjedls fi^rti 
SjHegiance tq their fbvereigns, he was convinced 
the catholics of the prefent day held fuch dociritte 
in as much abhorrence as proteftants could do. 

He was decidedly againft that principle of the 
bill which went to the admiffion of catholic 40s. 
freeholder^, as well from the inconvenience it 
tvould create in elections, as from the great nuna- 
l^ers It would adniit to the franehife, and thdr 
tendency to weaken the proteftant intereft. 

liis lordlhip faid he was one of the cammitt^e 
lately appointed by their lordfliijjs to enquire into 
certain alarming events of late prevalent in this 
country, and if he was not fuBy convinced that 
the catholic body had no concern whatever in the 
diftprbances created by fome of their eommunidh 
in the North, he fhould never give to this bil! the 
fupport he now gave it, by voting eheerfilUy for 
it^ committaL 

The Marquis of Wat erf or d faid, the conduct of 
the romnn catholics during the American war, 
whfn they came forward with zeal tb fupport the 
caufe of the empire, was a ftrpng advocate- fn thefir 
favour. He could not concede to them^ however, 
but with caution ; they had feparated themftlves 
from gentlemen of acknowledged worth in thmr 
own communion, and thcyhad chofeTi the v^^ 
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worft men in it to be their governors This was » 
fufficient reafon why proteftants fliould be cauti- 
ous. His lordihiadeclared, that if>he had not a bet-^ 
ler opinion of theronKin catholics in general, than 
he had of the fub-commitiee^ his vote would be 
different from that which he intended to give. Ic 
was hi&majefly's recommendation, therefore he 
approved of the bilL; but he trufted he would 
hear no more of councils held in the city, — of 
conventions, or roman catholic reprefentatlves ; 
but that gratitude would bind the catholics to 
his majeSy's government; and that, as the. 
kgiflators removed diftinftions, one intereft woulct 
unite proteftant and catholic againil the enemies 
of the empire. 

^s loKllhip advifed the utmoft deliberation 
OH the meafure the houfe was about to adopt ; 
it i« of too much Gonfequence, faid he, to be 
haftily proceeded on.. He mentioned, that, in 
the other houfe the earl Tyrone meant to in- 
troduce a bill to provide for roman catholic 
elerffymen, and that he had delayed it merely 
to let this important bill before their lordlhips^ 
have due confideration. His lordfliip faid, that 
in the provifion dcfigned, the proteftant was to- 
6onti:ibute a fliare ;, but proteftant generofity 
was never to be doubted ; it would not inter- 
fere with the legal provifion for proteftant cler- 
gymen, as part of the conftitution that was to- 
be held facred. 

The Lord Chancellor • It was my wifli, my moil 
earneft wifh, to have made no oppofition to this 
bill, to have let it pafs without any obfervations 
from me, as the ftate of the country feems ta 
render it abfolutely neceffary ;r— but when the ge- 
neral principles of anarchy, the rage of innoTa- 
tion, and the epidemical phranzy fcem to have 
reached this houfe,^— when inflammatory decla- 
mation,, 
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mation, and lU-adyifed miftatements come from 
the reverend bench, it attacks upon the exift- 
ing government, I feel it ncceffary to rife in de- 
fence of the conftitxltion. — Before I allude more 
J)articularly to the right revd. prelate, I muft af- 
fuQie the office of his apdojgifi, and Chef apology 
I fliall make for him will be; — an utter and 
radital' ijg^ora'nce of the laws and conftitution of 
the country frotti whence he came, and the law^ 
and conftitution of the' country in which he 
lives. 

As to the diftinftion of catholic and* proteftant, 
if I know myfclf , 1 have not a fpark of bigotry in 
my compofition. In any quefiion between ma% 
and man, if he adheres to the principles and prcr 
cepts of the chriftian religion, it does not matter 
with me one farthing to what particular fed 6f 
that religion any peribn belongs ; but when we are 
tailed on to deliver up to a great body of the peo- 
ple the efficient powers of the ftatc, it becomes us, 
as wife men, to look back at the paft, and fee 
when fo much power has been in the pofleffion of 
that body at other times, what fecurity the pra- 
teftants or th» coimtry have had, and hence what 
t!hey will have when that power is reftored* 

I ihould be forry that any thing Tnow lay 
fliould aflfeft the progrefs of this bHl 5 — I wifli it 
iShould pafs, for I think it is neceflary, from what 
has lately paffijd in this country and great Britain ; 
— therefore I beg it may be underftood, that what 
I £hall fay is rather intended to ftop the further 
progrefs of the innovating fpirit which is every 
where fo apparent, than to retard this bill. 

My lords, I lament as much as any man, the 
religious differences and bigotry which have been 
the fources of the calamities of this country, and 
have retarded the nation in its advances to prof- 
perity : — religious bigotry produced the rebellion 

in 
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in tHe reign of EKzafeethi ih<i rebellion in i^iy 
ind the rebellion in 1*6^1, wWcb the right rev* 
)relate has ililed ^ pQlitical err^r^^ and ^ot a rebel- 
ion ; and I will not hefit^t^ to fay, th^t religious' 
bigotjty is even now as rank in this klngdonfi is it 
w^^ at ?ay of thofe period^, find that the louver 
p?pifits of Ireland ^e as fuperftitiouily attached ta 
the pope ^ the people of Pipain, Portugal, "or the 
mou bigotted oi his own fubjefts. I dp vrot nien- 
tioi> it as any diferace to them y on the contrary^ 
it redounds mucn to their honour to be alfeiched 
to their religion j and I miiift fay? that I ^yijC^, ia 
tliis inftance, they had been invtatod by thofe wl^c> 
profefs the proleftant faith. Let u$ look to paft 
times, and to othei* counbiies} Jet us turn our 
eyes to all Europfe, and fee the ufr c?|JioJics have- 
tvery where made of dQminion ; fee whether in * . 
a^ny of the ftatea of Gerinany, where the refprtn- 
-ed religion early obtained, it ha3 ever been foudd 
poffible to unite prote(tant3 and catholks, fo as ta 
agree in the exercifc of political power y it has 

. never been ti^e cafe ; — the e:?^pcrieDce of ages, and 
th^ truth of hiftoty is againft tl^e^fa^. Ine sirgy- 
ments that have been urged in fnp^ort of th^ c^- 

' tholic claitfi of a^invfllon into the ft?ttQ, ia, to m^,, 
a fubj^cb of the moft flerious alarnj ^r-rin no^ coun*^ 
try in Europe hd^ the protdiaut relig^n mtade (o 
flow a progre& is in this^ and yet thi« argnmeiit, ex- 
f raorddijary eijoygh isx itfelf, ^4 fliiU inore fo for 4 

coming frona a right rev^ prelate, i& pffered to us, 
— that is to fay, tn^t tl]teir adherence tg the pop^h 
religion fiwinld induce U5 to opi^n to them tne 
power pf the fiatc. 'J h.e reafon^oiL tliis fTow pro- 
grefs of protefianiiha is very obviours to any #ian. , 
4t the reformation {► this- country waCfr in a ftate of 
barbarifm, th« Eng£^ le^der^ m this country 
were cathpUcs ; a;^d from the mon^eot of palSng 
the a«d of iiipremacy, to whish the »qbility would 

not 
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not futrintiit, thet^e tr^$ c^ttntcd a reljelliotl againlfi^ 
jthe rrfcrmod religion ^fttJ the aft of fupremacy, 
whtcli tv^as not queHed till the reigti of J^toes I* 
by tfie ^xertioits of lord Wfcmt^joye. One coftfe- 
qtierice of this tcbfeliicrn ^as, the forfeir&re of the 
whole proviace bf Ulfter, *where the kihg fettled 
a celbny of proteftattts, ^md fbr whom his gniart 
oM^d wis to ptocurean ifcendancy in the ftatej 
thi^ he diil by the cremation of new boroughs 5 the 
catholic^ faw his defign ;•— in i^i^, tliey retUfed t^ 
admit^the mertbers retiimtd by tfk)fe boroogh$ 
t6 vote for a fpeaker, and they even font a deptn 
tatibn to £n;^land to reinonftrate againft this in- 
ft-iligettient on their power. And here, my lords, 
let nie reniarjfe: to you what I dcetn a curious ci^* 
curtiAance, it is, that at the prefent time the d«^ 
fcendants ?>f thofe very pifrfons, of thofe protef- 
taiat planters of Ulfter, (for whofe protcftion thefe 
bof oUghs w^re created; are the firfl to cry otit fOr - 
the demolition of thofe charters : and I will not 
hefitate to fay, that if the proteftanks of this 
kingdom fiiould be mad enough ever to eonfent 
to fuch a rafli ftep, that they themfelves will be 
ithe firft yiftims of their own wretched policy. 
From thi§ planting of Ufftcr to 1641, the proti^* 
,tantsand catholics lived in apparent concord j they 
appeared to be incorporated with each other, f but 
al! at once thi? rebellion broke out, a rebellion firft 
prorftoted by the court of. Rome, diftated by that 
court, and fomented by that court for the extin- 
guifliment of the proteftants, and the extermina- 
tion of the Englilh in this country; this rebellion 
ended in the ruin, of all the great families of this 
country, and an alnioft total revolution of pro- 
perty. From hence to the time of James IL 
there was no difturbance in this country ; but 
from the moment in which his converfion was de- 
dared, and his fending hither the carl of Tyrcon- 
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nel as his lieutenant, the eld fpirit btoke out 
afrefh, and one continued fcenc of pcrfccutiou 
raged in this (^ountry until the landing of king 
William. . And here it behoves us, as we are called 
upon to admit catholics to the Icgiflative power, 
to fee the ufe they made of it in the parliament 
called by king James. The firft adfc of^ this legif- 
lature was to recognize king Jame$, and declare 
their abhorrence or the prince of Orange, and his 
adherents. The rev. prelate has fpoken of the 
adherence of the Irifli to Jaoves as a political error, 
and that the Engliih parliament had affumed iji 
power of transferring this country ; but I will if^ 
nim, that no English aft was neceffary for this 
purpofe ;-Tby an Engliih la^ of Henry VII. the 
king of England is ipfo fado king of Ireland ; and 
the moment William ?^as acknowledged king in 
Ejoffland, an oppofition to him here was direft re- 
bellion by the law of Ireland ; fo that the right 
rev. prelate is altogether ignorant of the funda- 
mental laws pf the country, and the Irifli aft (of 
Gul. and Mar.) is but a recognition of that of 
Henry. 

Having recognized James, there was introduc- 
ed into tlie lower houfe a bill to repeal the aft of 
fettlement ; it was paffed through that houfe in 
three days^ and fent up to this. In order to account 
for the afts of this houfe of commons, it is necef- 
fary'toftate, that circular letters had been written 
by the titular bilhop of CJogher to the different re- 
turning officers, recommending perfons, who wcrp 
of courfe elefted, fo that theie were not more than 
five or fix proteftants in the whole houfe. 

In the houfe of peers there were many petitions 
prcfented againll the bill ; but fu^h \yjjs the fpirit 
of the time, that though above 6oo,opq ?cres were 
to be transferred by the effects of it, ye,t the owners 
were denied their requeft of being heard by coun- 
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fel at the bar agalnft it—^This aft, therefb^ re* 
ceived the affent of James^ and was enforCBn by 
troops immediately after it was paflfed. ^ 

Having difpofed of the ad of fettlement, their 
next care was the proteftant fupremacy ;, but as ' 
the objeft of the day was to reftore James to the 
Engiiux throne, an immediate repeal of this would 
have been a defperate experiment, and would 
hardly recommend him to England. An aft was 
therefore paffcd that tithes ihould be paid by catiio- . 
lies only to^ their own paftors ; the catholic clergy 
were allowed to fue for them in the fpiritual courts ; , 
while this power was taken from the proteftant 
minifter, the aft of Charles II. for the inaintenance 
of the proteftant clergy in towns, was repealed, 
and the proteftant churches were converted into 
barracks. Having thus difpofed of their property 
and their religion, they proceeded to the memora- 
ble aft of attainder, by which thirteen hundred 
and five perfons therein named and refident in this 
country, and fix hundred living in England, were 
attainted of high treafon abfolutely, and 2500 for, 
correfponding with rebels, if they did not appear 
by a certain day; a'claufe was added, limiting the 
king's prerogative, that no pardon figned after a 
certain day fhould avail any of thofe perfons. But 
the lord chancellor, Fitton, declared, care was 
taken that no perfon fliould benefit either by fur- 
render or pardon, for the aft was not promulgated 
until long after the days limited for fuch furrender 
or pardon. And having ftated this, let me rcqueft 
the right rev. prelate to confider the ftate of the 
proteftants in this country until they were reftored 
by a Britifli army ; that even afterwards, they were 
in this country as a proteftant colony amongft an 
hoftile people, paying, at moft, a fallen and refrac- 
tory allegiance— and alk him, when he reflefts upon 
their ftate at the tlxrx of the revolution, whether 

3 B abfolutc 
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abfolute' nicQeffitv di4 not oblige them to difariiE^ 
thofe c!aHi<ffics y npf only "of ofl^nfive weapdqsi^l^ut 
SPz biof(*($ftig:|!ir6iis inftkiihent,~pbliticdl pbVer? 
He fpeaks of'tirdt^ftahtbTgbtry, an4 yet he ihay 
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pb^wet'of the commons,^ and- liiaintatn the'protef^ 
takkt cftablHhmentl^tH^y 'c^ 'tlat the* 

king ffibiita' be'a protejjiant, aiid tKat tiie ftate: 
flibiHrf'Be prbteffant;. "What T^ould th^y haivq fi^d, 
l^ad *any one afferted that the finglieSftj^ protjeftaiijt 
was* a * ulfficJehV f^eiirjty ? Stich an; ideawbiild fis^ve ' 
been Hdictiloui ; they know Wat the weat power 
of the nation lay m tnfe parliament^ shiath?it while 
they wiihed'to preferve i protef^htefts^^lffi^^^ 
it 'would. Se. abfolbtely ihianity to adm^^ 
into the pailiamenjt. 

■ ii\ tHereien of XjVilliam, there was np afl; paifed, 
trenchmG: oil thepr'operty ojt catholics m, this king- 
doin. m 1703 i coniiiTiittee was appointed tp- 
cdnfider the ftate o( the nation, an^ lAefir feport 
wasj'that for the iaf^ty of t^e proteflants/ an 
uhioh with the parliament of Bi^and was necef- 
fary — this defign; proved abortive, and thct laws; 
pafied in this rrigrfagaJhft catholics, were'tJ^'cJ- 
feft '6f^ hard nec^flity. For felf7prelervatiph ;; and 
if we look into the journals of pafliament, we 
will ^nd rfiem, from the feign of v^lifam to tl^e 
end of Anne^'fijled with complaints fromi^perfons 
aggrieved and petfecutcd by tne icathofibs, for the! 
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cnm^ of jconformity.— ^Upon theieamimftances 
of nficeJDHty. was founded that code of Jaw& whirh 
Ixas lo much mmred this kinffdoin, wmch had for 
a 191^ time leflfened the yaluf of lande4.pr9pert;X^i 
b\itihe proteflints Qi Ireland were reduced to, the 
choice of Jmng their propfrty, or^tr^^fmitt^gi^ 

%retQre; thp jjas beei\ the, f afliion, ojf Js^tp 

to fLDUip inaucriminately 9V(^^ 
,t&r§, icit us alw2gr^ recolie6l that ^hex> wqre e^^Qrq.f 
ecttp J^ieinpi by^har4 nece^ty. ^,Frqm ^^^.tiAi^^of 

^V^S:^}}^!^^^ .i;74ii,thsrc was* it j» 

tipae, no attempt made by the catnplics[t6j^i8url> 
the coiin^i^ ; but I know alfo, ^ j^Qfli . thftifee^ ?Lft.. 
thoritj, that this was enlSo'Qly owing. tOj^.th^effpflt^. 
and influpnd^^^ of a nj3biB lorff inr t^e fpiith, Tybo. 
often, reflxagieg thejr j^ifppl^tipp .tp_ cominQtion 
and infurf?^^^ ajid^drpeciailyjn i^^^s^^.^A ppbki 
eaij-l has. a)ludejl tp thq^ fixppoCcd, qpimop of ,1qi:4. 
CheflferM^ cX0i)::;hi9.. aTow«fL 

opinion in his fpeech from the throne in this 

*V The meafures t^at; h%ve. JtdtjiertQ l^een tiij^^xi 
tp R^^yent the grQWth^p)^ ppperyj. have, t hope, 
lud fome, aqd wiU ftill haye a.j^-cifter. effisft^sp 
however,, I leave i|:jo your fiPAg^c^rationj^ .whck. 
tjier noticing further c^n i>c 4Dne, ei^gr by x^^ 
laws or by the more 5jfe<9^ Qf.tbofe; 

in being, to. tore tJUs. n^fipii .againft . th^ SSiMi 
nuiyber of papi&a^ wl^ofefpgculajtiye^errof^i vpuld, 
oiily defctvfi pity, i/ thejgr. peroieipu^, influence; 
upon civil fociety^ did not both require and au- 
thprize ijeftrainjt/' ., ^..::,. . ,; ... 

The lorcl c^nceftor^.^hpli pjofi^^pde^.to ftatcj 
that the ijnqueftipn^^^ l<?y^ty.Qf the <^tholks had^ 
audiori^ed. feyeral lelaxatipns ii) ^.eir. &yQlir$' 
thatf they had been grateful for thofe relaxations, 
and relied ^on the generofity of parliament, for 
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further ftvours ; that the claim of right, and the 
tone of demand, was taken up in confequence of 
a dilpute between themfelves, in which the mode- 
fate and rational catholics were overpowered. He 
adverted to Dr. Troy's pamphlet, which aflerts 
the infallibility of general councils as a fundamen- 
tal principle of their religion. He then read the 
decrees of fonie of thofe councils againft heretics 
and heretical princes.— He mentioned the powers 
affunied by the popifli convention, of levying 
taxes upon their community for defraying the ex- 
pences of their claims and proceedings, which, 
were they fair, juft, and open, rec^uired no fuch 
fupport. He wilhed to reuft further innovation^ 
and forefaw, in granting more than the prefent 
bill gave, a total Reparation from England, or an 
imion with her— each to be equally dreaded. 

The archbilhop of Cafliel faid he had not, when 
he came into the hotife, intended to trouble their 
lordfliips with a fingle word in the prefent ftage of 
a bill containing fo much various matter ; he had 
deternlined to referve his opinion for the timer 
when it ihould be in committee, where every lord 
vC^ould have leifure and opportunity to adopt fuch 
part of it as he might think advantageous, and 
rejcft what appeared injurious to the country; 
but a right rev. prelate, for whom, perfonally, he 
cYitertained the higeft efteem, had run out into fuch 
a violent and unwarrantable 'ftrain of inveftive 
againft their lordlhips' ancefiprs, againft the ancef- 
tors of all the proteftants of Ireland, againft the 
proteftanrt government, agiinft the ti'uth of hiftoty^ 
and againlt the proteftant religion itfclf, that he 
ifelt ithis duty, as a very unworthy member of 
the proteftant church (confidering th6 fituation he 
boilefled in it) to ftand up in defence of the pro-1 
tpft^nt anceftly df their lordfliips, and the other 
^k * . ' ' proteftants 
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proteftantsof Ireland, indefedceof truth, in de- 
fence of the proteftant religion. 

The right rev. prelate, in his declaration, had 
charged the proteliants of Ireland, that, through 
an intolerant, perfecuting, and bigotted fpirit, 
and without any juft ground of neceffity, th^y 
had enafted many fevere and oppreflive laws 
againft the roman catholics. There are, faid his 
grace, few fubjtfts on which it would become mc 
to challenge any man in debate, but on the ground 
of truth, and in fupport of the religion I profefs, 
I will meet any man living, and I call upon every 
noble lord that hears me, to ftand forward, and 
refute whatever unfounded affertion he may think 
I may make, while I prove that the church of 
Ijlome ha$ never once departed from any tenet 
that Ihe ever maintained ; and that the hws pafs*- 
<fd by our forefathers, for the fecuriiy of the pro- 
teftant religion, were laws of abfolute neceffity. 

His grace, after ftating that a general council 
of tlie roman catholic church with the pope at its 
I^ead," ha^ always been, and now is deemed infal- 
lible in its decrees, began with the fourth general 
council of Latejran, in the 13th century, and pro- 
ceeided down\yard ^Imoft to the prefent times, 
flxewing from their decrees, that the church con- 
fiders it meritorious to extii'pate heretics, i. e. per- 
ions not of the popilh communion. The decrees 
of the council of Lateran are in thefe words : — 
AH deniers of this' or any other of the catholic 
doftrihes, fliall be excommunicated and puniflied 
by the fecular arm ; all perfons fufpejfled of fuch 
doubts, unlefs they fliall within a year clear them- 
felves, fliall be deemed heretics ; all princes and 
perfons entrufied with fecular power, muft fwear 
io extirpate heretics, and if they refiife fliall be 
excommunicated, and if they fliall continue dif- 
^becjicnt for a year, the pope may expel them 

^* ^ ^ from 
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frotn their doiiiMbife, ;itid ^^t th^ir p6i(rGc iii 
any other. 

Let M^ now fee "Miiii tife the pdjrds Aiye <nade 
if thefe decrees, ittd W IfalBf ftrid £i^e the rtghC 
rev. prefetc was iiiiftakeii, \*hen he faid the h^$ 
againft ronten caCth^fics Tj^-ere Jtot hi^s of nttcSSty^ 
but pf wanftorr cht>ice. 

Every oric knows th^ i^^ftty t^lft Ji^erf ari^ 
died a papift ; that thougfi: he pre^adeci to Ke ^ 
ptotcfiant, he ntrvir attempted ftf fufipfefs popery 
in hi^realbi; but merely foffel'ed thd ftate to be- 
come proteftant ; fet for this ptt^d ^aul IV. . ex- 
communicated him; and'-rddrfed'his MjeAs ftti&t 
their oatH of aiJ'egiance; ittd' comiriafided sif 
Chriftian ]J>rittCes' to 'n\ike^ ^zt upon' him;. As to' 
thereigtt^of qufeeii- Sfery, iii ch'arity to the roi&ad 
catholic chtireh, aAd^feecaufe He \k^0iild'h6t agofra- 
Vate it^^ cHihes, tHfe aychblfhop' \^if&6d il'migh'^ 
be for eVef fbr^Otte'n; ^ 

Dbiifag* tJief hrtf t^ycars' of Elfeabeth; no ad' of 
feverity Whatever wa^ paffel^ag;aitift rdittati catho- 
lics; fli« V^^a^* a^ trU^ pi*oteftarie herfelf, ffee IxSved 
her religion fbr'itk thilM; atid' llie eildeavouW 
to inculcate it into h^' peopf 6' by rfeMbn arid per- 
fualion; ftrthi^'rioH6 P'm'Y. excoinmuriicated' 
her, abYolVed' liei^ fbb]ea^"ff-bm\ailfegiahee; and: 
gave her dbmiriibris' to any chViftikh''pi'ihce'who 
^ w'ouiatafethett'Oti!A'edfcbtf(iueririg^them: S66n 
after t!ii§4nH6xved * the* Iriftf'reb^M; and' then 
the SpatiifffinVaffofl; bothlrifli^atedVndliothblef- 
fed 'by the f Ofie; and ^ after tins are we^ rfoW to be 




laws Of waAron choice, arlftng^ ft bfnf rehgiotfr bi-' 
gotfy .and'a<ff)Mt^ of^petf^cWWn; l3iit noi frdnr 
riecefllty:; as' tO Ja^^^. the Ift^s " time; hVmenlion: 
ed a f a^; ^ admitted by ' eveiy hiltbriari ': — darna' 
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the Jefujit, whe^ at the f)lace pf exccTJ^tipn, and 
Jijft going tq~ feave the world, deplarect, ^* tiiat 
there V?as a band of cat^o|ips wi^^ Y^ere ** bpund 
Ipgethef by an patK, culver to ceafe Pr ** aj>ate In 
tn^ ei;xertion^ tiU they had extij^ited *" ev^^ 
K€^e^c fronc;^ the n^^^^ ' .' 

" For what' concerned: the Irifli itiafikcre In the 
ij^igi^ of Charles the I. he.qapted Hutncj^anr^uthor 
(teSsraliy fupn^fed not iiiifiyourab^^^^ to popery. 
'^ The frim evei^v where mtprminfi^lcd with the 
Englnh- nee^eq btjt. an pimjt frorn their leader ^ 
aYjl ' ph^fis " to, begin lioiiilitids agaii^ a people, 
W^ioprl they ha^ed on account of theii; reKgion, 




'*^erje mi^ feize4 1 thpfe vho h^ard of the com- 
inotiopi.iri theilr ijeighbo^ inftead of defert* 

inig Bieir. habitation^, and aff^mbling to^eth^er fqr 
tlieir nj^^ pi;o^eIp:ion^ ren^aippa at hgme ir^. 

hopes of defeji^dJng^ th^^ and fell thus 

fqpapt^y li^lp the^ of; their en^eniies. After 
rajJaq^y had fully exer^^^^ cruelty, the mpft. 

batbaious that ^ver In ai^y nation was, known or 
heard or, be^ap^it;s operation^,, an unlverfaji. maff^- 
cfe comrpen^ed of theEnglifll, nqw deifenQeiefS;, 
and,pa^yely refc^ed to tlleir inhuman fpe^,;— Ao 
age, no ifipic , no' cpnditipn. was fpai^ed ! The wife 
wee^^hjg fpr her butcheredi huj[band, and enijbia- 
crng h^:f helilefs cl^Hdren, was pierced with theim^ 
ancf^periflied^ the fime ftrokc, the old, the 
ypungj the vigprpUiS, thp infirm upderwenta^ like 
fate atid were confounded in one common ruin. . 
In vain did flight fave frpin the/fi^rft alTault, 4p- 
ftru^tion was every where let loofe, and met 
the hunted viftims at every turn; in vain 
waa recourfe:had to relations,' to. companions, to 
fn'dtids, all cdnneftipi^ was dilTolvefd, and death 
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was dealt by that hand from wtich prote Aioii* was^ 
implored, M^ithout provocation, without oppofiti- 
on ; the aflonifhed Englifh living in profound peace, 
and full fecurity, were maffacred by their neareit 
neighbours, with whom they had long upheld a^ 
continued intercourfe of kindneis and good o£S- 

CCS. 

And now, . refumed his grace, my lords, 1 call 
tipon yoH to know Whether this will not vindicate, 
our anceftbrs, and mew that they were through 
hard neceifity compelled to defend themfellves by 
laws againfl roman catholics, and not through 
wanton . choice, or perfecuting bigotry. The 
noble lord on the wpolfack, who has gone fo fully 
and fo ably into this fubjeft ; who has fcft fcarce- 
ly any thing unobferved or flightly handled, has 
juft, mentioned Fitton — a man who once difgrac- 
ed diat feat, to which the virtues and abilities of 
the noble lord add dignity and fplendor. Let me 
give you the charader of Fitton : He was a man 
of the moft infamous and profligate life ; he had 
been twice convifted of perjury, once at Wett- 
minfter and once at Chefter ; but he was a bigoc- 
cd popifh prieft, and this was a fufficient i'ecom- 
mends^tion to James the fecond to make him the 
keeper of his confcience ; and if ever the day 
comes, which God forbid ! that you Ihall confent 
to let papifts into the efficient powers of the ftate 
you may happen to meet with another Fitton. 
Your anceftors (Iruggled hard to maintain the 
proteftant conftitution, which has been traduced 
in a moft wanton manner; y our lordfliips, I truft, 
will never defert it, but tranfmit it unimpaired to 
your pofterity. 

My lords, there is no man entertains a more 
perfect good will to evdry roman catholic in the 
world than I do ; — if his religion is dangerous to 

the 
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fiate, it is his religion and not the man that I at- 
tack; but where men profefsla religion hofiile to 
the ftate, the efficient powers of the governiiient 
ihould never be furrendered into their hands. 

His grace having apologized fdr* taking up fo 
much time on a fubje<^ to which he had no idcfa 
of fpeaking .whien he entered the houfe, faid there 
was one circumftance to which he begged their 
lordfhips attention. 

About the year 1774, fome benevolent gentle- 
men, members of the other houfe, (particularly 
the late Mr. French) wifliing to put the roman ca- 
tholics on a better footing than they then were, 
confulted with the principal perfons of that per- 
fuafion,and an oath was framed, by taking which 
they declared themfelves ready to-teftify theilr fi- 
delity and allegiatice. This oath was fent lAto 
England and France, and into Spain, where being 
approved of, the roman catholics expreffed great- 
impatience to have it inferted in an ad' of parlia*' 
ment ; accordingly it was inferted in an aft of the' 
i3tli and 14th of the King : — See Ae eflfeft of it, 
in four long years, notwithftanding the impati- 
ence of thefe gentlemen, of three n^ilKons of loy- 
al fubjecls, but 153 1 were found to take the path.- 
Did the protefiants reproach them for this? No; 
the proteftants were not perfectitors-; on the con- 
trary, in' 1778 the work c^ indulgence began^' 
and ceafed not till in almoft every point relative 
to property, they were put on a footing exaftly 
equal with proteftants. Thefe advantages were 
all granted on condition of . their taking the oath ' 
of the 13th- and 14th of the King; yet in 1792^ 
fourteen years from the time;, no more tkah i>2,o73 
had done fo ; altho' in the purchafe and demife of 
lands they were piit upon an equal focfting 
with proteftants, as^ although thcr oath was thdr 
own. ~ : - r ' 

.- His 
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Hi$ grace procced«4 to resoarjc; o^ z pfi#tge (^ 
Br. Ttpy *s psimpli}et-^and other i^i iidogai « whiqi^ 
th^e wei^c t^isfe dodriMs^-^' that ibere was i^- 
vatioB for " no man who died out of the chBrch*** 
•^ That the *"' people ar^ eaflayed wheu the fave- 
l«jgn 4ecliMreii ^' himfelf the liead pf the ehurch.'^ 
Ite h^ed that the romnn catholics hel4 no fuck 
^ollrip^s, 9pr wqhM he have fpoken of them «F 
he did not think that they attapj^ed, vnpr^VP^M-i 
ly, the coniSUtution in church and ftat^. 

In cooitnittee be ^ould nqt f^y a fingle \9^orc| 
on t^e hill, fiirther than declaring that there wasi 
po civil ri^t which he Wift »pt ^ wflli^g to pve 
to papiiib as to any other cUf$ of fvibj^s^ provi, 
4b&d that it <»uld hf^ done with faff ty to the %t?. 
Hip "^iild give theni the fr^ pofiefiian and exer* 
cife of their religipn which they enjoy ed-^and ho 
wonl4 do the i^me thing with the Vurh, the Jew^ 
aoid the B^ahometan-^tor theme 'W^a? no, vt^Jkm 
why a n^aQ ^f any ceHgiiPii ^oi^d wt he tol^4^ 
t^i i/ he wa$ a good fubje^ in the ilate> fi^ 
Treated tfcut m tm ppint pf civil rights, acqmfi-r 
tion and ftcnrity of propisr^y , md, liber.^ ediiK:a-*. 
tipn^ be w<%i^ go as far fpr tb& f pman cathoUca* 
as Miy «naa in the BstiDii,----Bttt he never would 
ffvA potifical. power to wtm whp m^t ufe it toi 
dangeiKXua p^]^[K>fi»-^^ me p&ASk Ui fiappar^ 
of ^bts opiniaBk, ikya his grac«,> Uke a gpf d prieft— ^ 
wd not. afi tl^ek c^roh tifo^d inm^aj;^ like a. 
brute beaft. 

The Biifticqpi fHi.Kilkla. replied tiii fome nMt^or^ 
which had bfitei throwj^ cuA in the (irieoeding 
p^t 0^ the debute, i^ to tranfuhft^nAi^n he^ne-* 
ver could (fi^Qorn thac it Mndfir<9ddte fmip» wbo^. 
bdliavedib it »abad; ffub^ei^ ^ kf^ couragi^us ioldier. 
oc % worfe Ine^bpur. With rdsp^ tp. Jiifalhfci-. 
lityi for hitf|»rt« he cottid n^irer afMi;ilfain whiefj^ 
it lay. Whether it lay in the pope, in a general- 

council^ 
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troundl) t>r in a general council M^kh the pope 
tit the head of it. fiut the impatatioh of thift 
bdief of papal infallibility to the roman cath<}lics9 
had afliiniea the error which it ccmdemned and 
^ihought itfri^ infallible though no oiie acknoW- 
le<iged it. He concluded witji dbferving that 
)k would not juftify cruelties committed on one 
fide by thofe committed on the otfier*— ^nd pSifff- 
cd a warm eulogium on the catholics as a Idya!^ 
koneft) and deferving body df fnbje£ts. 

Earl of Fambam read that part of the lord 
Heuteiiant's fpeech which contained the reCoftl^ 
ttiefldation of his majeft|r to confider the fituad'^ 
on of the roman cathohcs, and to ad towards 
them with wifdom and liberality. His lordMp 
was of opinion that every thing which weakened 
the proteftant intereft injured the conftitution-^ 
and ejtpreffed himfdf at fome length hoilile to 
the principle of die bill, chiefly, from what W6 
could he^ of its giving political power to the rd^ 
man catholics. 

The Bilhopof Cork declared that On anoccafion fo 
important, the public had a right toexped the 
reafons of every noble lord for his vote. He 
ihould flate his. They were all agreed that eve^ 
ty nia^ had a right to worfhip his God in the 
inode which he might think proper, provided 
he could do fo with fafety to the ftat*. Th* 
only d^erence, therefore, was, whether th*y 
GouM proceed to the extent of the bill with fef&* 
ty to the proteftant* eftablifiimeiit. He concei- 
ved that the conceffiohs to be made to the rdman 
catholics Were founded in the liberality and Wi£- 
don which had been recommended from the 
throne, and that the bill would put an ^nd to i 
dangefous union of three millions of ftibjeft^ 
who were not permitted to participate in the* 
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conftktltion. . But the ftrogeft argument for 
the meafure at prefent was— neceffity. 

His lordlhip drew a pidure of England-precede 
ing 1 64 1, when the king was fo devated that he 
might look down upon the reft of Europe fcourgi- 
ed by war — ^but a ftorra gathered in the North — 
:and how foon were the H)yal family and allin«> 
volved in ruin. This he in a maftcriy niamner eon^ 
irafted with the difturbed ftate of Europe at pre- 
fent — from the noife of arms and the influenza of 
republican principles — alking, if they would not 
.give the advantages of the >conftitution to men 
.who were at all times ready to fupport it witk 
;their blood and property ? When they ihould give 
them the contents of the bill what elfe would 
.there be left for any other power to bcftow ? , " I 
.** Ihall vote for the committal of the bill, (feys his 
". lerdihip) not becaufe it is fupported by gover- 
'" ment, but becaufe it is called for by loyalty — by 
.'* policy — by neceffity — and by religiouw" 

Lord Dun/any in reply to the lord chancellor 
and the archbiftiop of Cafliel, obferved, that they 
might as well have omitted their hiftory of popi& 
councils, particularly that of Lateran, for they 
were now neither read nor, regarded* As tt) the 
pope and his fmppofed infallibility as Head of the 
church, he was certain that the roman catholics 
thought no more of him than their lordfhips did 
of their door-keeper.— Confidering the roman ca- 
jtholics as loyal and meritorious fubje^ he fhould 
give his fupport to the bill with great fatisfaftion* 

The lord chancellor: and his grace the archbi^ 
fliop of Cafliel explained. 

The bifhop of Killah rofe to ftate his motives 

iov his condu<3: on the queftion before their lord- 

ihips. He fhould vote for the committal of the bill 

becaufe he conceived it to be an aft of jufticc to 

the long-tried loyalty of the^ roman catholics, and 

becaufe 
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becaufe it Vas now neceflary to the fafcty of the 
proteiiant religion as by law eftablifhed. 
. . The penal laws might have been originally ne- 
xeflb-y for the fecurity of the proteftant govern- 

jnent and the conduft of the roman catholics for 

half a century, had caufed them to be treated as 
vanquiflied enemies.— But the offending genera- 
tion had pafTed away, and the daufes which called 
for thefe penalties, had long fince clofed.—Thci'd 
was no pretender to the crown— there was no fd* 
verdgn fupporting any fuch claim. — With refpeft 
to the idifpenfing power, which had been men* 
tioned, it was denied by all the popiih prelates in 
Europe. .-*If fuch a do<9irine bad been once made, 
pride might prevent a renunciation of it, though 
it had fallen inter contempt. — Accuftomed as the 
roman catholics were, , however,, they would ^ve 
every fec^rity to government, that could bind 
their property or con&ience. 

His lordfhip was aware of the argument ; i* 
there no danger to be apprehended from the con* 
ceffion ? — Rebellion was faid to ftalk abroad through 
the country. — But to this he fliould oppofe the 
danger of irivafion by an atrocious enemy, who a- 
vowed the principle of eftablilhing their own go- 
vernment in every other country, to unite aU 
tanks of the people againft the progrefs of republican 
nifm. — He fliould vote for the committal of the 
bill, and he declared that he had no other motive 
for giving his vote fave that he believed it in 
his foul to be neceflary to the interefl; and Safe- 
ty of the proteftant efl:abiifliment. . 

I^ord Wejinieath e2q)refled his intention of voting 
for the cpmmittal of the bill. - 

Lord Clifden avowed that the bill had his hearty 
concurrence. , , 

Lord Blamy fpoke a few words to the. fato^ 

cffed. ' 

The 
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Itie DtAe 6il,eiff/kr rcfe loeaepnsfs bis h^pine& 
that the bill Iras likelf to jsb into ecFtaimtiee. He 
fiioiild &y nothing to the ^ech of the ckanc^ltory 
;h he disagreed with it in ma&y poits, as hrs 
lordwp* had mentionisd that k ^ras hot his intew^ 
tiofii to oppofe thc^rbmLbtaL The nofafe lord Soft 
iaid that there was no date in which tbt protef^ 
taiits 9tid catholics were united in a l^fteln of ^^ 
Vernment.^-^His gi^oe addiseed the reptiblic <tf 
Swiflerknd, in whkh fome cantofis were govern^ 
€d by protbftants*-^oroc by cathdtc&-^*Etad fome 
by proteftailts and catholics together. He looked 
aappn prote^^alm aad diht^c as ohe and the &me 
^rfon^ providdd they were hotvefi; and ^od 
neighbours. He Ibiisbore to fiate his only ob-* 
jeciioa to the bill at length, which wias that it 
did Hot exempt the rotn^an eatiiolkis from all 
difquilifications^— ite M6. 

The Lord Chancellor then put the i^usftion on 
the committal of the bill for Frid^ rieKt, wincb 
paifed nem* diff^ — Adjourned. 
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The hortife accdrdirig to the order of the day^^ 
tiftfoived intd committee on the roman catholic 
bill. 

Lord kanelagb in the chair. 

The firft claufc being read, 

iJotdCkmdl rbfe 2Wd i^eiired, thitbjr ex- 
tending the bend^§ W this bill t<> tJistt %dcfjr 6f 
hi& »laj^fty'& fiiftjc<as for ^hofe rditf it ^as 
framed, under the 4wpfe appdlaticrn of rmiiin 
dftfMits^ a d^or ^onld be left bpSti for dtobi- 
guity, litigation, and chicanery, as all the'^ifefttf 
iati?s'niO# itt force wefe directed againfl: theth ^- 
cifically, by the appellation of " Papijls^ of per- 
fons profeffing the Popijh Religion.*^ , 

His 
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His lordfilip mentiQiied a cafe to which he had 
i^ea witneifl at the aifims of Cork, whore a mair 
was iodised for carrying arms» as a perfoii pro* 
fefling the roman catholic religion ; but the profb-» 
ciitioa fiiiied, as it was not ppoved that the man 
was ikm at mafa, or receiving the fsicrament^. ac- 
ceding CD the rites of the pc^ifli rdigion. 

His lordftip ftated this to fhew, that by the nir 
ceties of legal confiruftion, and the ingenuity of 
lawyers, d&n^ons natght he made which would 
defeat the roman eathdic in the benefits intended 
by this hill ; and he therefore thought it neci^Euy, 
f n order to remove every poffibility of mifconftruc- 
tion pF litigation, that the words—" papifts^ or 
perfons profefl^ng the popiih religion,'' be pre* 
fi;sed tp tne words roman catholics, not only in 
this, but in every claufe of the bill, where the 
body of peofde, fjdtr whofe benefit k was intended, 
\^ere deferibe^ ^Y the appellation of roman catho« 
lies, hi this amendment, his lord&ip difdatmed 
the flighteft intention of any offence to the roman 
catholic body, for whom he profeffed refpeft and 
efteem, *^ * 

His grace the archbifliop c^ Cajbel fupported 
the amendment ancL itis principle, a|id thought it 
woujd be ridiculous, for the udke of aa ideal de* 
licacy in the langua^^e of the bill, (o lay open th6 
people for whofe belief it was intended, to chica* 
ncry, or to be lamboojljed but of their rights. 

Lord Utllon was c^ the fame opinion, and thought 
the amendment materially neceUary ^ a diftin6Uon 
between papijis and Rohan Catholics was held, 
his lordfliip faid, even in att the catl^olic countries 
b£ £urQpe and in France, the former fed had 
been diftinguilhed by the appellation of Les^Ul^a 

JLo.rd ChnmdP^ amend^nt was unaninooufly 
adopted. 

The 
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The claufe being read which concedes the elec- 
tive franchife to the roman catholics, on the 
iame footing with the proteftants, it was oppof-' 
edby 

Lord Ennijkillen^ who rofe to give it his decided 
negative ; and he did fo, not frosn any comity tQ ' 
the catholics as individuals, but from appreheiifion ' 
of danger, in yielding to them fo much power, as 
a political body. 

An idea had been thrown out by a noble lord 
that this bHi fhould pafs the hbufe in filence and 
without debate ; this was with his lordfliip another 
motive for fpeaking his ftntiments openly and de- 
cidedly on this fubjeft, and he. Concluded by 
moving that the claufe be expunged." 

The Lord Chancellor fpoke in the defence and 
fupport of the claufe, and bppofed of courfe the 
motion for its expunftiori. His lordfliip agrped 
that this claufe contained the very principle and * 
effence of the bill, and that to reject it would be 
to defeat every objeci:, both of the catholics and 
the iegiflature. - ^ 

Another reafon why his lordfliip fliould be ex- * 
tremely delicate of naeddling with this claufe 
was, that it only concerned the rights of the houfe 
of commons — and to a principle, on this head, i» 
which they themfelves had agreed, his lordfliip 
thought it not the province of the houfe to inter^ 
lere. : - ■ 

Lord Farnham alfo fupported the claufe on a 
fimilar ground. * • 

-The archbifliop of C^Jhel faid, he fliould not 
vote againft the claufe, becaufe it feemed to cott^ 
tain the leading principle of a bill, originally r^e- 
commended by his majefly, fxakiiedby his minif- 
ters in this country, approved by the other houfe of 
'parliament, and generaliy-accordedtoas the fenfe 
of the people without doors ; but at the fame time^ 

. he 
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he was hot without zpj^tdmotRonS th^ir LocdfhipiB 
wouid ber^fter ridpeht whai; tbqr '^^if^tt ncvw abodt fia 
concede, and find when too late, they had' ^iqbh 
too much to retain any thini^,' and that the poorer 
Xkow conceded to the Roman catholics would rendtir 
erery rtoialning reilrl&ion idle and negatory; That 
power would natmally extend itfelf, ' and then their 
Lordihi|>s would ere long find the benches iti both * 
houfes of parliament thronged with Rotnan caifaoUa 
hiembersk However^ his Grace would n^t fet up 
his opinion, againfl: what feemed to be the £en& of 
government, of parliament, and the covintiry^ and 
therefore, he fliould vote for the bill altogether* 

Lord Mountjoy perfedly coincided m the prhicipld 
of granting to the holders of landed property, this 
political influence of the eledlive francbife, iind on 
this ground ht was moA decidedly for agreeing in 
the principle of the claufe, by giving the Roman 
catholics the ele^ive francbife ; neither did his lord^ 
fliip fear from it any danger to the proteftant inte- 
reft, as things were circumftauiced. Proteftant land* 
tords being chiefly owners of the foil— intereB:^ 
which is the common impulfe of mankind, would 
of courfe prompt the catholic freeholder to vote for 
his landlord. That clafs of men would never be* 
come politicians^ unlefs their landlords taught tbcia^ 
and hence it muft be obvious diat fo long as tift 
landed property of the' country remained inprote& 
tant hands, fo long muft thebaiancaof ele^ive fran<» 
chife be with thp proteftant intereft. But whenever 
the foil changed mafters, and the balance of kndsd 
prq>erty came into catholic hands, it was not ao« 
reafonable that influence fhould follow. 

The diiTenters in this country held the elective 
francbife for that century in which the catholic werji 
deprived of it. No men more attached thaa they 
to power and influence ; yet though they oill(ium- 
bered the proteftants moft confiderably, did their 
ele£tive influence fill the lower houfe with diflenters ? 

D d d ThQ 
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"^The amtnxY was decidedly obvious, for there was 
at this time out four diflenters in the boufe of com- 
tnons. 

His brdfhip was, however, decidaHy* again ft con- 
ceding the franchife to 40s. catholic freholders, nor 
from any kind of enmity towards, or diffidence m\ 
^ the catholic body, but from a firm perfuafion ground* 
* ed on his perfonal experience of the very great em- 
barraflment it muft create in populous counties, upon 
contefted elections. It fell to few of their lordfhips' 
tuma-to experience the difficulties of contefted elec- 
tions j but he would mention many inftances, one, 
in a county in Ulfter where he lived, and where 
tbi^re were but i ,400 freeholders, and yet on the 
laft general ele^on, fix weeks were employed in 
polling this number,. ailfl during this Saturnalia^ 
markets and manufactures were neglected, and all 
manner cf indujftry and bufinefs were at a (land in 
that county. 

* 'Another inflance his lordfbip mentioned of an 
eleftion for the county of Galway, upon the merits 
of which he had been unfortunate enough to ferve 
on a committee, when member of the other houfe ; 
and though there were but 800 voters, the eleC^ion 
which had occupied that county for three months, 
occupied the deliberations' of the committee fisc 
^ Aonths. What then muft be the confequence of a 
bill thata^went to encreafe fo confiderably the num- 
ber of efisdors in each county i Nothing lefs than 
the abfolute neceffity of repealing the odennial bill, 
for the whole eight years exiftence of each parlia- 
ment, would be too fhort for che inveftigation of 
contefted elections. 

His lordfhip (bould for thefe reafons have wiflied 
the claufe extended the franchife no lawer than loU 
ireeholds. He Ihould not, however, oppofc it in i 

ks prefent form. 

The 



March 15. LORDS. 387 

The queftion was at length put, and carried for 
the claufe, againft lord Ennifkillen's motion. 
Ayes — 39 

Noes — • 6 

The nextdaufe of the bill which excited any de- 
bate of note was, that which ^oes to qualify loK 
freeholders, or catholics of 1 001. perfonal property, 
to keep arms in their houfes for their defence. 

The Lord Chancellor oppofed this arrangement,' 
and though willing to put arms into the hands of 
the lol. freeholders, his lordihip thought that a 
man's perfonal property of i col. did not put him 
on the fame footing, and the qualification of per- 
fonal property (hould be at ieaft 300!. To give a 
man arms who held a real property was but reafon- 
able, for his defence ; but to put arms in the hands 
of men who had no property, would be only to in- 
duce them to murder each other, and rob their 
neighbours ; confequences, which his lordfhip felt, 
were to be apprehended in the county where he re- 
fided, where the men of one village warred againft 
tfaofe of another, year after year, merely on ac- 
count of what were called oH grudges from one 
town or fiunily to another, and who inftead of cud? 
gelUnff each other very well, as they now ufually 
dOf if fire-arms were put into their hands, would 
proceed to murden His lordihip therefore moved 
|>y way of amendment, that the ibm of 3'OoU be in? 
feftedi) and that of I ooi. expunged. 

Th^ amendment, after fome copverfation, in 
which lord Beliamont, lord DiHon^^the archbHhop 
of Caihel, lord' Portarlington, loiid Carlcton^ the 
marquis of "Waterford, bore^ pati^r was carried on 
a divifion, 30 againft 21. ^ ' ? 

The next debated daufe yiriiy thdf. wmch goes to 
finable the Roman catiio^oi^^ tb acq||f laititary eQi- 
pjoyments. * „ \ . , v*^- - •' 
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Lord Farnbamy ia a fpeecb of fome extent^ ar« 
gued, that until a law.iimilar tb the prefent, wak 
pafied in England^ catholk officers could not at^ 
i tend their regiments, if ordered on duty into Eng- 
land. His Lordfliip y?as therefore for amending 
i the claufe by wording it fo as that a Roman c^tbo- 
lie ihpuld n^ot be eligible to a military commiflit>]i 
in Ireland) undl the principle waa adopted by a fimU 
I lar law of England, which would render the bnve 
\ and loyal catholic eligible to military fei^ice in any 
I part of the Britiih empire wherever exigency migl]^ 
\ call him« 

Th$ Lor4 Cbamelhr oppofed the principle of this 

amendment } the claufe merely went to enable the 

• catholic? to accept a mMltary employment ; htx it 

\ could not be f^pofed his Hajefty would appoint a^ 

man to fuch a poft^ until the laws of the empire 

ihould fully qualify him to aft in every part of it. 

It w as mo re jhan ff ob'^^ j ? at j &milar law ■ to tln^ 

would Be aSopted in Ei^gtwHTISefore the bpfi* of 

Two months ^ and on this ground, the amendment 

; would be wholly unnece&ry* 

. / Ihe Duke of Leinjitr oppofed the anaendnient 

i '^ unneceffary, and wilhed to raife the bravery and 

prowefs of the Irifh catholic^ attached to the fervice^ 

of his country. 

Lord B^llamont fupported ^e amendment:, a& 
tending to accelerate a law in England, fimilar to 
the preient. » 

After fome further debate, the amendment wa» 
withdrawn. 

The next debated claufe was that of education, 
which enabled the catholics to become profeiTot& 
in any future Univerfjty to be eftablifhed ia tbis^ 
country. 

Thq L&rd Chancellor confidered this as the mod 
important claufe in the bill ; for by affociating the 
1 youth of both clafles in their education, the ftrongeft^ 
I ' \ principles 
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principles of union could be cultivated; and his 
idea was, that, although it would be highly inde* 
cent for any houfe of parliament to ^meddle with 
^ the charter of the prefent Trinity College, which 
by the will of the founder was eftabliflied peculiarly 
for Proteftants, yet his idea was, that any future 
College to be founded, fhould not be for Catholic^ 
exclufively, but open both to them and Proteftants, 
and to admit indifcriminately fellows and profeflbrs 
of both religions. ^ 

His Lordihip exprefled his moft fincere wiflies to 
unite the people of this country in intereft and af- 
fedion, and he conceived the moft effedual mode 
of doing this, was to unite them in early friendfhips 
by educating them together. He was therefore, 
for annexing, any future College for their edu- 
cation, under the head of the prefent Univerfity, to 
be fubjefl; to no controul from the Vice Chancellor, 
Fellows, or Vifitors of Trinity College, but .to have 
fuch officers of their own. 

The claufe was carried,, and the remainder of the 
bill gone through, under a defultory fyftem of re- 
mark, but without any material amendn;ient, and 
ordered to be reported on Monday next, to which 
day the houfe adjourned. 

Monday^ March i8. 

» 
Lord Ranelagh reported the bill with itis amendi- 

ments, which being agreed to^ it was ordered to be 

engroffed. 

Wednefday^ March 20. 

The bill was read a third time, paffed, and rcr 
turned to the Commons ; and on Tuesday the 

^th OF APRIL 17<^^, Tft£ BrlLL RECEIVED THE 

ROYAL ASSEISrr. 
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